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HOLY NIGHT 
By Correggio (1494-1534) 


This picture is in the Picture Gallery at Dresden 


Antonio Allegri da Correggio, called Correggio from his birthplace, a town in the proy- 
ince of Reggio nell’ Emilia. His father was a tradesman, who had him carefully educated. 
“He was the first among the modern painters who displayed that grace and general beauty 
and softness of effect, the combined excellences of design and color with taste and expres- 
sion, for which he is still unrivaled.’”’ One of his most famous pictures is the Holy Night, 
lighted only by the radiance beaming from the head of the infant Saviour. 
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PREFACE 


The Bible is universally acknowledged to be the most valuable 
book in the world, the most important for every one to know and 
to know intimately. Yet it isin many respects the least readable, 
the hardest to approach, the most difficult to persuade children 
to read, simply because, even in the most expensive editions, it is 
badly arranged, unattractively printed, and poorly illustrated, 
if illustrated at all. It has to compete for the interest of readers, 
and especially of children, with a multitude of books which are 
beautifully printed and illustrated. 

The aim of the Golden Book is to give the precious material 
of the Bible a fair chance; to take the jewel out of the poor and 
mean setting and give it an adequate setting. 

The Bible is not one book, but a library of sixty-six books 
written at different times, under different conditions. Some of its 
material, while very valuable as history, is not suitable nor inter- 
esting for daily reading. The reader is often discouraged and 
perplexed by the mass of material presented without proper 
arrangement or explanation. For the Golden Book is chosen 
the Heart of the Scripture, those golden and illuminating passages 
which have inspired the most gifted souls of the ages. This choice 
material is sifted and graded in accordance with the best modern 
psychological ideas. The book begins with the simple hero tales, 
stories told centuries ago around the camp fire, before they were 
reduced to writing; it goes on with the narrative portions of the 
Bible, the life of Jesus, the Master of Men, giving an interwoven 
narrative from all the Gospels; the life of Paul, the great captain of 
the faith, and the spread of the gospel over Europe, and closes with 
the beautiful poetical and prophetical sections. To this is added 
“The Children’s Hour,” in which is gathered up, also in graded 
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form, the material which is especially suited to the younger children 
of the family, including some of the most beautiful hymns. 

The Golden Book is designed, not by any means to supersede 
the complete text of the Bible for the student. It will supersede, 
we believe, the ordinary editions of the Bible, for personal use and 
family reading. It is hoped that this volume will become the 
favorite and most read volume in our American homes, until the 
greatest literature of the world shall be loved once more by our 
children. 

The Golden Book is intended: 1. As the best and most 
complete Bible reading book for all home uses,—for devotional 
use, for the daily reading of children and adults, for use at the 
family altar. 

2. For the Sunday school teacher. The Golden Book 
should be a part of the equipment of every Sunday school teacher, 
for reading in the classes, for stimulating the interest of pupils. 

3. For the public school teacher. In all schools where read- 
ing from the Bible is required or permitted, the Golden Book will 
be found indispensable, giving, in a convenient form, those selec- 
tions which are best suited for public use. 

4, For the man or woman of business. The Golden Book is 
a revelation of the best in the Bible for those who have not the 
time for a careful and painstaking study. 

5. For Reading and Study Clubs. The Golden Book is 
especially adapted for organizations which are reading and study- 
ing the Bible from the literary standpoint. 

The editor of the Golden Book is especially indebted to Rev. 
Irving F. Wood; Ph.D., professor of Biblical Literature at Smith 
College, with the editor, co-author of ‘‘The Bible Story,” ‘‘ Early 
Days of Israel,” etc., for permission to use valuable material from 
other volumes in the preparation of the volume. Many of the best 
pictures of the book are from the magnificent, unpublished collection 
of Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
which was most generously and kindly placed at the editor’s dis- 
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posal. Acknowledgment is also made to Prof. Warren J. Moulton 
of Bangor Theological Seminary, director for 1912-13 of the Ameri- 
ean School of Oriental Research in Jerusalem, for pictures taken by 
Mr. J. H. Nelson during the work of the school in 1912-13; to Mr. 
Louis L. Tribus, Consulting Engineer and Commissioner of Public 
Works of the Borough of Richmond, City of New York; to Rev. 
Francis E. Clark, D.D., LL.D., President of the United Societies 
of Christian Endeavor; to Arthur 8. Cooley, Ph.D.; to Professor 
C. P. Bill, Professor Norlin, to Underwood & Underwood, for the 
use of copyrighted photographs; and to many friends for suggestions 
and assistance. 

The illustrations have been very carefully selected from four 
general groups: first, pictures illustrating the geography of the 
countries mentioned in the text, not only of Palestine, but of Egypt 
and those classical lands connected so closely with the work of Paul; 
second, pictures illustrating the manners and customs of the people 
of Bible lands, in these the book being especially rich; third, selec- 
tions from the great masterpieces of art; fourth, the book is further 
enriched by eight beautiful color plates representing classical sub- 
jects. In the first three groups the pictures are not only particularly 
good, but they are unique, most of them having never before been 
published, representing with freshness and vigor the impressions of 
the trained men who took them. 

The full index which is added to the book amounts almost to a 
concordance, and obviates any difficulty which might be experienced 
from the omission of chapter and verse numbers. This valuable 
feature is not contained in any similar work. 

The text is carefully revised, obsolete and objectionable words 
elided, and made suitable for the general reading of the family. 
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Che Patriarchs 


The earliest pears of Jewish history are called the Patriarchal Age, 
and the men who were the leaders of the people were called Watriarchs. 
St was a berp simple age. The people were nomadic, wandering from 
place to place to find pasturage for their great flocks and herds. Thep 
lived Um tents. The patriarchs were the sheiks of the tribes, like sheik 
Hlderim in the story of “Ben-Hur.” Jt must be remembered that thep 
libed at a tude and uncivilised time. Thep had none of the high moral 
teaching which we have. Thep often did things which were evil, but thep 
also sought earnestly after God, and often in the silence of the desert, 
under the stars of night, found him, and worshiped him as truly as we 
do. Their storp is the common human tale of struggle and defeat and 
bictorp, twohich ts repeated under different circumstances im eberp age. 


fe 


ABRAHAM 


The Story of the First Great Hero of Israel’s History. How He 
Tented with his Flocks on the Upland Pastures of Pales- 
tine, and Became the Father of a Great Nation 


THE MIGRATION 
He Leaves His Father’s Home and Journeys to a New Country 


There was a man named Abram, who lived in the city of Ur of the 
Chaldees. 

Now the Lord said unto Abram, “Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto the land that I will 
show thee: and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; and be thou a blessing: and I will bless them 
that bless thee, and him that curseth thee will I curse: and in thee shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot went with 
him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of 
Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and 
all their substance that they had gathered, and all their families and 
servants; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into 
the land of Canaan they came. 

And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Shechem, unto 
the oak of Moreh. And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, “‘ Unto 
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thy family will I give this land”: and there builded he an altar unto the 
Lord, who appeared unto him. 

And he removed from thence unto the mountain on the east of Beth-el, 
and pitched his tent, having Beth-el on the west, and Ai on the east; and 
there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the name of the 
Lord. And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the South. 


ABRAM AND LOT 
The Division of the Land 

And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. And Lot 
also, who went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. And the 
land was not able to hold them, that they might dwell together: for their 
substance was great, so that they could not dwell together. And there 
was a strife between the herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the herdmen of 
Lot’s cattle. 

And Abram said unto Lot, “‘ Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between 
me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we are 
brethren. Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray 
thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; 
or if thou take the right hand, then I will go to the left.” 

And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the Plain of Jordan, that it 
was well watered everywhere, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah, like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt. 

So Lot chose for himself all the Plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: 
and they separated themselves the one from the other. Abram dwelled 
in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the Plain, and 
moved his tent as far as Sodom. Now the men of Sodom were wicked 
and sinners against the Lord exceedingly. And the Lord said unto 
Abram, after Lot was separated from him, “Lift up now thine eyes, and 
look from the place where thou art, northward and southward and east- 
ward and westward: for all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give 
it, and to thy family for ever. And I will make thy family as the dust of 
the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall 
thy family also be numbered. Arise, walk through the land in the length 
of it and in the breadth of it; for unto thee will I give it.” 

And Abram moved his tent, and came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre, 
which are in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the Lord. 


THE PATRIARCH IS GIVEN A NEW NAME 
Messengers of the Lord 


When Abram was ninety and nine years old, the Lord appeared to 
Abram, and said unto him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and 
be thou perfect.” 


THE ANCIENT CITY OF HEBRON 


From a photograph of the Palestine Exploration Fund, and used by special permission 


“Ancient Hebron lay on a hill to the northwest of the present site; it commands an 
entrance to the higher plateau, and it is within hail of the desert, which means trade with 
the Arabs. The valleys about it are very fruitful. Like so many ancient towns Hebron 
must have combined the attractions of a market and a shrine.” ‘‘And Abram moved his 
tent, and came and dwelt by the Oaks of Mamre, which are in Hebron.”’ Hebron was one 
of the most important cities of Judea before the rise of Jerusalem. It is still a place of about 
20,000 inhabitants. 
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And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, “As for 
me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be the father of a 
multitude of nations. Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, 
but thy name shall be Abraham; for the father of a multitude of nations 
have I made thee. And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will 
make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. And I will es- 
tablish my covenant between me and thee and thy family after thee 
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God 
unto thee and to thy family after thee. And I will give unto thee, and to 
thy family after thee, the land of thy sojournings, all the land of Canaan, 
for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” 

And God said unto Abraham, “And as for thee, thou shalt keep my 
covenant, thou, and thy family after thee throughout their generations.” 

And God said unto Abraham, “As for Sarai, thy wife, thou shalt not 
call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. And I will bless her, 
and moreover I will give thee a son of her: yea, I will bless her, and she 
shall be a mother of nations; she shall bear thee a son; and thou shalt 
call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an 
everlasting covenant for his family after him.” 

And the Lord appeared unto him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat in the 
tent door in the heat of the day; and he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, 
lo, three men stood over against him: and when he saw them, he ran to 
meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself to the earth and said, 
“My lord, if now I have found favor in thy sight, pass not away, I pray 
thee, from thy servant: let now a little water be fetched, and wash your 
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: and I will fetch a morsel of bread, 
and comfort ye your heart; after that ye shall pass on: forasmuch as ye 
are come to your servant.” 

And they said, “‘So do, as thou hast said.” 

And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, “Make 
ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes.” 

And Abraham ran to the herd, and fetched a calf tender and good, and 
gave it to the servant; and he hasted to dress it. And he took butter, 
and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and 
he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat. 

And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and 
Abraham went with them to bring them on the way. And the Lord 
said, “Shall I hide from Abraham that which I do; seeing that Abraham 
shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed in him? For I have known him, to the end that he 
may command his children and his household after him, that they may 
keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; to the end that the 
Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.” 
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And the Lord said, ‘‘ Because the ery of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, 
and because their sin is very grievous; I will go down now, and see whether 
they have done altogether according to the report of it, which is come 
unto me; and if not, I will know.” 

And the men turned from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abra- 
ham stood yet before the Lord. And Abraham drew near, and said, 
“Wilt thou consume the righteous within the city: wilt thou consume and 
not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? That be far 
from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked, 
that so the righteous should be as the wicked; that be far from thee: 
shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 

And the Lord said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, 
then I will spare all the place for their sake.” 

And Abraham answered and said, ‘Behold now, I have taken upon 
me to speak unto the Lord, who am but dust and ashes: peradventure 
there shall lack five of the fifty righteous; wilt thou destroy all the city 
for lack of five?”’ 

And he said, ‘I will not destroy it, if I find there forty and five.” 

And he spake unto him yet again, and said, “‘ Peradventure there shall 
be forty found there.” 

And he said, “I will not do it for the forty’s sake.” 

And he said, ‘Oh, let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: per- 
adventure there shall be thirty found there.”’ 

And he said, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 

And he said, ‘Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the 
Lord: peradventure there shall be twenty found there.”’ 

And he said, “I will not destroy it for the twenty’s sake.” 

And he said, “‘Oh, let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but this 
once: peradventure ten shall be found there.” 

And he said, “I will not destroy it for the ten’s sake.” 

And the Lord went his way, as soon as he had done communing with 
Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place. 


DESTRUCTION OF “THE CITIES OFS THE PLAIN 
The Fate of Sodom and Gomorrah 


And the two angels came to Sodom at evening; and Lot sat in the gate 
of Sodom: and Lot saw them and rose up to meet them; and he bowed 
himself with his face to the earth; and he said, “‘Behold now, my lords, 
turn aside, I pray you, into your servant’s house, and tarry all night, and 
wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your way.” 

And they said, ‘‘Nay; but we will abide in the street all night.” 

And he urged them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered 
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into his house; and he made them a feast, and baked unleavened bread, 
and they ate. 

And the men said unto Lot, “Hast thou here any besides? son in law, 
and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whomsoever thou hast in the city; 
bring them out of the place: for we will destroy this place, because the 
ery of them has grown great before the Lord; and the Lord hath sent us 
to destroy it.” 

And Lot went out, and spoke to his sons in law, which married his 
daughters, and said, ‘‘Up, get you out of this place; for the Lord will 
destroy the city.’”’ But he seemed to his sons in law as one who mocked. 

And when the morning came, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, 
“Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters who are here; lest thou be 
consumed in the iniquity of the city.” 

But he lingered; and the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the 
hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the Lord being 
merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the 
city. 

And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that 
he said, “Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in 
all the Plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.” 

And Lot said to them, ‘‘Oh, not so, my lord: behold now, thy servant 
hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which 
thou hast showed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the 
mountain, lest evil overtake me, and I die: behold now, this city is near 
to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither (is it not a little 
one?) and my soul shall live.” 

And he said unto him, ‘See, I have accepted thee concerning this 
thing also, that I will not overthrow the city of which thou hast spoken. 
Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do anything till thou be come 
thither.”” Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar, that is, 
im Lattle:” 

The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot came to Zoar. Then the 
Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the 
Lord out of heaven; and he overthrew those cities, and all the Plain and 
all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. 
But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. 

And Abraham got up early in the morning to the place where he had 
stood before the Lord; and he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
toward all the land of the Plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the 
land went up as the smoke of a furnace. 

And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the Plain, that 
God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the over- 
throw, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt. 
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THE TESTING OF ABRAHAM 
God Provides the Sacrifice 


And a child was born to Sarah, according as the Lord had promised, 
and Abraham called the name of his son, Isaac. 

And it came to pass after these things, that God proved Abraham, 
and said to him, ‘‘Abraham!”’ 

And he said, ‘‘ Here am I.” 

And he said, “Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, 
even Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for 
a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.” 

And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took 
two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood 
for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God 
had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the 
place afar off. And Abraham said to his young men, “Abide ye here 
with the ass, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship, and 
come again to you.” 

And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon 
Isaac, his son; and he took in his hand the fire and the knife; and they 
went both of them together. And Isaac spoke unto Abraham, his father, 
and said, ‘‘My father”: and he said, “‘Here am I, my son.” 

And he said, “‘ Behold, the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for 
a burnt offering?”’ 

And Abraham said, “God will himself provide the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son”: so they went both of them together. 

And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham 
built the altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, 
and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. And Abraham stretched forth 
his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. And the angel of the Lord 
called unto him out of heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham.”’ 

And he said, “‘ Here am I.” 

And he said, “Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any- 
thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast 
not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me.” 

And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold, behind him 
a ram caught in the thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took 
the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son. 
And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh (that is, Jeho- 
vah will provide): as it is said to this day, “In the mount of the Lord it 
shall be provided.” And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham 
a second time out of heaven, and said, “By myself have I sworn, saith 
the Lord, because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy 
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son, thine only son: that I will certainly bless thee, and I will certainly 
multiply thy family as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is 
upon the sea shore; and thy family shall possess the gate of his enemies; 
and in thy family shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because 
thou hast obeyed my voice.” 

So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went 
together to Beer-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. 


ISAAC 


The Story of a Man Who Was Quiet and Gentle in His Nature, 
Who Lived in Peace With God and Man 


ISAAC AND REBEKAH 
How Abraham Sought a Fair Maiden of Nahor to be His Son’s Wife 


And Abraham was old, and the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things. 

And Abraham said to his servant, who ruled over all that he had, 
“Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: and I will make thee swear 
by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that thou shalt 
not take a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among 
whom I dwell: but thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, 
and take a wife for my son Isaac.” 

And the servant said unto him, “‘Peradventure the woman will not be 
willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son again 
unto the land from whence thou camest?”’ 

And Abraham said to him, ‘ Beware thou that thou bring not my son 
thither again. The Lord, the God of heaven, who took me from my 
father’s house, and from the land of my nativity, and that spoke unto 
me, and that swore unto me, saying, ‘Unto thy family will I give this 
land’; he shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife for 
my son from thence. And if the woman be not willing to follow thee, 
then thou shalt be clear from this my oath; only thou shalt not bring my 
son thither again.” 

And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, 
and swore to him concerning this matter. And the servant took ten 
camels, of the camels of his master, and departed; having all goodly 
things of his master’s in his hand: and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, 
unto the city of Nahor. And he made the camels kneel down outside the 
city by the well of water at the time of evening, the time that women go 


out to draw water. 
And he said, ““O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, send me, I pray 
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thee, good speed this day, and show kindness unto my master Abraham. 
Behold, I stand by the fountain of water; and the daughters of the men 
of the city come out to draw water: and let it come to pass, that the 
maiden to whom I shall say, ‘Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that 
I may drink’; and she shall say, ‘Drink, and I will give thy camels drink 
also’: let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; 
and thereby shall I know that thou hast showed kindness unto my mas- 
ter.” 

And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah 
came out, who was born to Bethuel, the son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, 
Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder. And the maiden 
was very fair to look upon, and she went down to the fountain, and filled 
her pitcher, and came up. And the servant ran to meet her, and said, 
“Give me to drink, I pray thee, a little water out of thy pitcher.” 

And she said, ‘‘ Drink, my lord’’: and she hasted, and let down her 
pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink. 

And when she had done giving him drink, she said, “I will draw for 
thy camels also, until they have done drinking.” 

And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran 
again unto the well to draw, and drew for all his camels. And the man 
looked steadfastly on her; holding his peace, to know whether the Lord 
had made his journey prosperous or not. 

And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the man 
took a golden ring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands 
of ten shekels weight of gold; and said, ‘‘ Whose daughter art thou? tell 
me, I pray thee. Is there room in thy father’s house for us to lodge in?” 

And she said unto him, ‘‘I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Milcah, 
which she bare unto Nahor.’’ She said moreover unto him, “‘We have 
both straw and provender enough, and room to lodge in.” 

And the man bowed his head, and worshiped the Lord. 

And he said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, 
who hath not forsaken his mercy and his truth toward my master: as for 
me, the Lord hath led me in the way to the house of my master’s brethren.” 

And the maiden ran, and told her mother’s house according to these 
words. And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban: and 
Laban ran out unto the man, unto the fountain. And it came to pass, 
when he saw the ring, and the bracelets upon his sister’s hands, and when 
he heard the words of Rebekah, his sister, saying, “Thus spoke the man 
unto me’’; that he came unto the man; and, behold, he stood by the 
camels at the fountain. 

And he said, “Come in, thou blessed of the Lord; wherefore standest 
thou without? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels.” 

And the man came into the house, and he ungirded the camels; and he 
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gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet and 
the men’s feet that were with him. 

And there was set food before him to eat: but he said, “I will not eat, 
until I have told mine errand.” 

And he said, “Speak on.” 

And he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. And the Lord hath blessed 
my master greatly; and he is become great: and he hath given him flocks 
and herds, and silver and gold, and menservants and maidservants, and 
camels and asses. And Sarah, my master’s wife, bore a son to my master 
when she was old: and unto him hath he given all that he hath. And my 
master made me swear, saying, ‘Thou shalt not take a wife for my son of 
the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell: but thou shalt 
go unto my father’s house, and to my kindred, and take a wife for my 
son.’ And I said unto my master, ‘Peradventure the woman will not 
follow me.’ And he said unto me, ‘The Lord, before whom I walk, will 
send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a wife 
for my son of my kindred, and of my father’s house: then shalt thou be 
clear from my oath, when thou comest to my kindred; and if they give 
her not to thee, thou shalt be clear from my oath.’ 

“And I came this day unto the fountain, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of 
my master Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which I go: behold, 
I stand by the fountain of water; and let it come to pass, that the maiden 
which cometh forth to draw, to whom I shall say, ‘Give me, I pray thee, 
a little water out of thy pitcher to drink”; and she shall say to me, 
“Both drink thou, and I will also draw for thy camels”: let the same be 
the woman whom the Lord hath appointed for my master’s son.’ And 
before I had done speaking in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came forth 
with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down unto the fountain, 
and drew: and I said unto her, ‘Let me drink, I pray thee.’ And she 
made haste, and let down her pitcher from her shoulder, and said, “Drink, 
and I will give thy camels drink also’: so I drank, and she made the camels 
drink also. And I asked her, and said, ‘Whose daughter art thou?’ 
And she said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore 
unto him’: and I put the ring upon her nose, and the bracelets upon her 
hands. And I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the 
Lord, the God of my master Abraham, which had led me in the right 
way to take my master’s brother’s daughter for his son. And now if ye 
will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me: and if not, tell me; 
that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left.” 

Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, ‘The thing proceedeth 
from the Lord: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good. Behold, Rebekah 
is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy master’s son’s wife, as 
the Lord hath spoken.” 
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And it came to pass, that, when Abraham’s servant heard their words, 
he bowed himself down to the earth unto the Lord. And the servant 
brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave 
them to Rebekah: he gave also to her brother and to her mother precious 
things. 

And they ate and drank, he and the men that were with him, and 
tarried all night; and they rose up in the morning, and he said, “Send 
me away unto my master.” 

And her brother and her mother said, ‘Let the maiden abide with us 
a few days, at the least ten; after that she shall go.” 

And he said unto them, “Hinder me not, seeing the Lord hath pros- 
pered my way; send me away that I may go to my master.”’ 

And they said, “‘We will call the maiden, and inquire of her.” 

And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, “Wilt thou go with this 
man?” 

And she said, “I will go.”” And they sent away Rebekah their sister, 
and her nurse, and Abraham’s servant, and his men. 

And they blessed Rebekah, and said to her, ‘Our sister, be thou the 
mother of thousands of ten thousands, and let thy family possess the gate 
of those who hate them.” 

And Rebekah arose, and her maidservants, and they rode upon the 
camels, and followed the man: and the servant took Rebekah and went 
his way. 

And Isaac came from the way of Beer-lahai-roi; for he dwelt in the land 
of the South. And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide: 
and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, there were camels coming. 

And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she alighted 
from the camel. And she said unto the servant, ‘‘What man is this who 
walketh in the field to meet us?”’ 

And the servant said, “It is my master’’: and she took her veil and 
covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had 
done. And Isaac brought her to his mother Sarah’s tent, and took 
Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was 
comforted after his mother’s death. 


THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM 
He is buried in the cave of Machpelah 


And these are the days of the years of Abraham’s life which he lived, an 
hundred threescore and fifteen years. And Abraham died in a good old 
age, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people. And 
Isaac and Ishmael his sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the 
field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre; the 


THE HARAM WITH MOSQUE AND ADJOINING BUILDINGS AT HEBRON 


From a photograph taken by Mr. J. H. Nelson, for the American School of Oriental Research 
in Jerusalem, 1912-13, and used by the kind permission of the Director for that year, 
Prof. Warren J. Moulton of Bangor Theological Seminary 


This is one of the most interesting spots in all the world; for here is the cave of Mach- 
pelah, the one ancient burial place which has been handed down from remote antiquity as 
the genuine site. The spot, as the burial place of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, 
Jacob and Leah, has been venerated always by the adherents of the three great religions— 
Jews, Moslems, and Christians. The space containing the caves is inclosed by a great 
quadrangle of masonry 197 feet long and 111 feet wide called the Haram. Within this 
inclosure, directly over the caves, is built a mosque. For six hundred years no European 
except in disguise was known to have set foot in the sacred precincts. In 1862 the Prince 
of Wales was given permission, with much reluctance, to visit the inclosure. Since then a 
few visits have been made, but the cave itself has never been explored. A few visitors have 
been permitted to look down a shaft in the rock beneath the mosque, but there is no positive 
information as to what exists below the surface. 
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field which Abraham purchased of the children of Heth: there was 
Abraham buried, and Sarah, his wife. And it came to pass after the 
death of Abraham, that God blessed Isaac his son. 


JACOB 


The Story of the Man Who Struggled Much Between Right and 
Wrong and Who Suffered Many Things 


THE STRIFE BETWEEN THE BROTHERS 


Esau Sells His Birthright. Jacob Deceives His Father and Receives the 
Blessing Intended for Esau 

(Isaac, the son of Abraham, and Rebekah, his wife, had twin sons, named Jacob and 
Hsau. Esau was a bold, rough, reckless boy, fond of hunting and adventure. Jacob was 
more quiet, but also more cunning. The recklessness of Esau and the cunning of Jacob 
many times cost them dear in later life.) 

And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; 
and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents. 

Now Isaac loved Esau, because he ate of his venison: and Rebekah 
loved Jacob. And Jacob boiled pottage: and Esau came in from the 
field, and he was faint: and Esau said to Jacob, ‘‘Feed me, I pray thee, 
with that same red pottage; for I am faint.” 

And Jacob said, “Sell me this day thy birthright.” 

And Esau said, “ Behold, I am at the point of death: and what profit 
shall the birthright be to me?” 

And Jacob said, “‘Swear to me this day’’; and he swore unto him: 
and he sold his birthright to Jacob. 

And Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentils; and he ate and drank, 
and rose up, and went his way: so Esau despised his birthright. 

And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, 
so that he could not see, he called Esau his elder son, and said to him, 
“Wy son”: and he said to him, “Here am I.” 

And he said, “ Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death. 
Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, 
and go out to the field, and take me venison; and make me savoury meat, 
such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless 
thee before I die.” 

And Rebekah heard when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau 
went to the field to hunt for venison, and to bring it. And Rebekah 
spoke to Jacob her son, saying, “Behold, I heard thy father speak to 
Esau thy brother, saying, ‘Bring me venison, and make me savoury 
meat, that I may eat, and bless thee before the Lord before my death.’ 
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Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I command 
thee. Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of 
the goats; and I will make them savoury meat for thy father, such as he 
loveth: and thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, so that he 
may bless thee before his death.” 

And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Behold, Esau my brother is 
a hairy man, and] amasmooth man. My father peradventure will feel 
me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon 
me, and not a blessing.”’ 

And his mother said unto him, “‘ Upon me be thy curse, my son: only 
obey my voice, and go fetch me them.” 

And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother: and his 
mother made savoury meat, such as his father loved. And Rebekah took 
the goodly garments of Esau her elder son, which were with her in the 
house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son: and she put the skins 
of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck: 
and she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, 
into the hand of her son Jacob. And he came unto his father, and said, 
“My father’’: and he said, “Here am I; who art thou, my son?” 

And Jacob said unto his father, ““I am Esau thy firstborn; I have done 
according as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, 
that thy soul may bless me.” 

And Isaac said unto his son, “How is it that thou hast found it so 
quickly, my son?”’ 

And he said, “‘ Because the Lord thy God sent me good speed.”’ 

And Isaac said unto Jacob, ‘‘Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel 
thee, my son, whether thou be my very son Esau or not.”’ 

And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, 
“The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 

And he knew him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother 
Esau’s hands: so he blessed him. 

And he said, ‘‘Art thou my very son Esau?” 

And he said, “I am.” 

And he said, “Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son’s venison, 
that my soul may bless thee.” 

And he brought it near to him, and he ate: and he brought him wine, 
and he drank. And his father Isaac said unto him, ‘Come near now, and 
kiss me, my son.”” And he came near, and kissed him. 

And he smelled the smell of his garment, and blessed him, and said,— 

“See, the smell of my son 

Is as the smell of a field which the Lord hath blessed: 
And God give thee of the dew of heaven, 

And of the fatness of the earth, 
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And plenty of corn and wine: 

Let peoples serve thee, 

And nations bow down to thee: 

Be lord over thy brethren, 

And let thy mother’s sons bow down to thee: 
Cursed be every one that curseth thee, 

And blessed be every one that blesseth thee.” 

And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing 
Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his 
father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting. And he also 
made savoury meat, and brought it unto his father; and he said unto his 
father, “Let my father arise, and eat of his son’s venison, that thy soul 
may bless me.” 

And Isaac his father said unto him, “Who art thou?” 

And he said, “I am thy son, thy firstborn, Esau.” 

And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, ‘Who then is he that 
hath taken venison and brought it to me, and I have eaten of all before 
thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, and he shall be blessed.” 

When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with an exceeding 
great and bitter cry, and said unto his father, ‘‘ Bless me, even me also, 
O my father.” 

And he said, ‘Thy brother came with guile, and hath taken away thy 
blessing.” 

And he said, ‘Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he hath supplanted 
me these two times: he took away my birthright; and, behold, now he 
hath taken away my blessing.” 

And he said, “‘ Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me?’”’ 

And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, “‘Behold, I have made him 
thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and with 
corn and wine have I sustained him: and what then shall I do for thee, 
my son?” 

And Esau said unto his father, ‘‘Hast thou but one blessing, my father? 
bless me, even me also, O my father.” 

And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. And Isaac his father answered 
and said unto him:— 

“Behold, of the fatness of the earth shall be thy dwelling, 
And of the dew of heaven from above; 
And by thy sword shalt thou live, and thou shalt serve thy brother; 
And it shall come to pass when thou shalt break loose, 
That thou shalt shake his yoke from off thy neck.” 

And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father 
blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, “The days of mourning for my 
father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob.” 
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And the words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah; and she 
sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, “Behold, thy 
brother Esau comforts himself, purposing to kill thee. Now therefore, 
my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to 
Haran; and tarry with him a few days, until thy brother’s fury turn 
away; until thy brother’s anger turn away from thee, and he forget that 
which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and fetch thee from thence: 
why should I be bereaved of you both in one day?” 


JACOB GOES FORTH FROM HOME 
He Dreams a Dream of a Ladder Reaching to Heaven 


And Isaae called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto 
him, “Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. Arise, go to 
Paddan-aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother’s father; and take thee 
a wife from thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother’s brother. And 
God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that 
thou mayest be a company of peoples; and give thee the blessing of 
Abraham, to thee, and to thy family with thee; that thou mayest inherit 
the land of thy sojournings, which God gave unto Abraham.”’ 

And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Paddan-aram to Laban, 
son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s 
mother. Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away 
to Paddan-aram, to take him a wife from thence; and that as he blessed 
him he gave him a charge, saying, “Thou shalt not take a wife of the 
daughters of Canaan”’; and that Jacob obeyed his father and his mother, 
and was gone to Paddan-aram. 

And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran. And 
he came upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun 
was set; and he took one of the stones of the place, and put it under his 
head, and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold 
a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and 
behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. And, behold, 
the Lord stood above it, and said, ‘‘I am the Lord, the God of Abraham 
thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee 
will I give it, and to thy family; and thy family shall be as the dust of 
the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and 
to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy family shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, and will 
keep thee whithersoever thou goest, and will bring thee again into this 
land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken 
to thee of.’ 


A MODERN PATRIARCH OF PALESTINE 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton, of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


The East has changed so little that this venerable figure might very well stand as a 
model for the patriarchs of the Old Testament. The old, old man and the little child at his 
feet are most interesting figures out of the great gallery of Eastern lands which call up so 
vividly the days of the Biblical narratives. 
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And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, “Surely the Lord is in 
this place; and I knew it not.” 

And he was afraid, and said, “How dreadful is this place! this is none 
other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had 
put under his head, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of 
it. And he called the name of that place Beth-el: but the name of the 
city was Luz at the first. 

And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and will keep 
me in this way that I go, and w Il give me bread to eat, and raiment to put 
on, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then shall the Lord 
be my God, and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s 
house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto 
thee.” 


JACOB AND RACHEL 
How Jacob Served Seven Years for the Woman He Loved 


Then Jacob went on his journey, and came to the land of the children 
of the east. And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, three 
flocks of sheep lying there by it; for out of that well they watered the 
flocks: and the stone upon the well’s mouth was great. And thither were 
all the flocks gathered: and they rolled the stone from the well’s mouth, 
and watered the sheep, and put the stone again upon the well’s mouth 
in its place. And Jacob said unto them, ‘My brethren, whence are ye?”’ 
And they said, “‘Of Haran are we.”’ And he said unto them, “‘ Know ye 
Laban the son of Nahor?”’ 

And they said, ‘‘We know him.” 

And he said unto them, “Is it well with him?” 

And they said, “It is well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter cometh 
with the sheep.” 

And he said, ‘‘ Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that the cattle 
should be gathered together: water ye the sheep, and go and feed them.” 

And they said, “We cannot, until all the flocks be gathered together, 
and they roll the stone from the well’s mouth; then we water the sheep.” 

While he yet spoke with them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep; 
for she kept them. And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the 
daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban his 
mother’s brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the 
well’s mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother’s brother. And 
Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept. And Jacob told 
Rachel that he was her father’s nephew, and that he was Rebekah’s son: 
and she ran and told her father. And it came to pass, when Laban heard 
the tidings of Jacob his sister’s son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced 
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him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he told Laban 
all these things. 

And Laban said to him, “Surely thou art my bone and my flesh.” 

And he abode with him the space of a month. And Laban said unto 
Jacob, “Because thou art my nephew, shouldest thou therefore serve me 
for nought? tell me, what shall thy wages be?” 

And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and 
the name of the younger was Rachel. And Leah’s eyes were tender; but 
Rachel was beautiful and well favored. And Jacob loved Rachel; and 
he said, “‘I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter.” 

And Laban said, “It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should 
give her to another man: abide with me.” 

And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him 
but a few days, for the love he had to her. 


JACOB SETS OUT FOR HIS NATIVE LAND 
He Is Pursued by Laban, but a Covenant of Peace Is Made Between Them 


(Jacob also took Leah to be his wife. After many years of service, in which time many 
sons and daughters were born to him, Jacob, who increased exceedingly, and had large 
flocks, and maidservants and menservants, and camels and asses, wished to depart from 
the household of his father-in-law to his native land. So he went away secretly, with his 
wives and all his possessions.) 

Now Laban was angry, and pursued Jacob, and Laban came up with 
Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mountain: and Laban 
with his brethren pitched in the mountain of Gilead. And Laban said 
to Jacob, ““What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen away unawares to 
me, and carried away my daughters as captives of the sword? Wherefore 
didst thou flee secretly, and steal away from me; and didst not tell me, 
that I might have sent thee away with mirth and with songs, with tabret 
and with harp; and hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and my daugh- 
ters? now hast thou done foolishly. It is in the power of my hand to do 
you hurt: but the God of your father spoke unto me yesternight, saying, 
“Take heed to thyself that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.’’’ 

And Jacob was wroth with Laban: and Jacob answered and said to 
Laban, ‘What is my trespass? what is my sin, that thou hast hotly pur- 
sued after me? This twenty years have I been with thee. The sheep 
of the flock which were torn of beasts I brought not unto thee; I bore the 
loss of them; of my hand didst thou require them, whether stolen by day 
or stolen by night. Thus I was; in the day the drought consumed me, 
and the frost by night; and my sleep fled from mine eyes. These twenty 
years have I been in thy house; I served thee fourteen years for thy two 
daughters, and six years for thy flock: and thou hast changed my wages 
ten times. Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the 
Fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely now hadst thou sent me away 
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empty. God hath seen mine affliction and the labor of my hands, and 
rebuked thee yesternight.” 

And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, “The daughters are my 
daughters, and the children are my children, and the flocks are my flocks, 
and all that thou seest is mine: and what can I do this day unto these my 
daughters, or unto their children which they have borne? And now come, 
let us make a covenant, I and thou; and let it be for a witness between 
me and thee.” 

And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar. And Jacob said unto 
his brethren, ‘‘Gather stones”; and they took stones, and made an heap: 
and they ate there by the heap. And Laban called it “Jegar-sahadutha”’: 
but Jacob called it Galeed. 

And Laban said, ‘‘ This heap is witness between me and thee this day.” 
Therefore was the name of it called Galeed: and “Mizpah’’ (that is, 
watchtower), for he said, 

“The Lord watch between me and thee, 
Chen we are absent one from another.’ 

“Tf thou shalt afflict my daughters, and if thou shalt take wives beside 
my daughters, no man is with us; see, God is witness between me and 
thee.” 

And Laban said to Jacob, “‘Behold this heap, and behold the pillar, 
which I have set between me and thee. This heap be witness, and the 
pillar be witness, that I will not pass over this heap to thee, and that thou 
shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me, for harm. 

“The God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, 
judge between us.” 

And Jacob swore by the Fear of his father Isaac. And Jacob offered 
a sacrifice in the mountain, and called his brethren to eat bread: and they 
did eat bread, and tarried all night in the mountain. And early in the 
morning Laban rose up, and kissed his sons and his daughters, and blessed 
them: and Laban departed, and returned unto his place. 

And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. And 
Jacob said when he saw them, “This is God’s host’: and he called the 
name of that place Mahanaim (that is, Two Hosts). 


JACOB ERECTS AN ALTAR AT BETH-EL 
He Is Given a New Name. The Death of Rachel 

And God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell there: and 
make there an altar unto God, who appeared unto thee when thou fleddest 
from the face of Esau thy brother.” 

Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, “Put 
away the foreign gods that are among you, and purify yourselves, and 
change your garments: and let us arise, and go up to Beth-el; and I will 
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make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, 
and was with me in the way which I went.” 

And they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods which were in their hand, 
and the rings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak 
which was by Shechem. And they journeyed: and a great terror was 
upon the cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue after 
the sons of Jacob. So Jacob came to Luz (the same is Beth-el), he and 
all the people that were with him. And he built there an altar, and called 
the place, ‘‘The God of Beth-el’’: because there God was revealed to him, 
when he fled from the face of his brother. And Deborah Rebekah’s nurse 
died, and she was buried below Beth-el under the oak: and the name of it 
was called ‘The Oak of Weeping.” 

And God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, 
and blessed him. And God said unto him, “Thy name is Jacob: thy 
name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name:’’ 
and he called his name Israel. 

And God said unto him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; 
a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come 
from thee; and the land which I gave unto Abraham and Isaac, to thee 
I will give it, and to thy family after thee will I give the land.” 

And God went up from him in the place where he spoke with him. And 
Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he spoke with him, a pillar of stone: 
and he poured out a drink offering thereon, and poured oil thereon. And 
Jacob called the name of the place where God spoke with him, “ Peth-el.”’ 

And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath (the same is 
Bethlehem). And Jacob set up a pillar upon her grave: the same is the 
Pillar of Rachel’s grave unto this day. 


(In this place Jacob lived for many years; but the sorrow that came to him, and the 
wonderful things that befell him in his old age, and how he journeyed to Egypt, and died 
there, are told in the next story, the story of Joseph, his son.) 


JOSEPH 


The Story of the Shepherd Boy Who Was Sold into Bondage, and 
How .He Became Ruler in a Great Nation 


A COWARDLY DEED 


Joseph Arouses the Enmity of His Older Brethren, and They Sell 
Him into Slavery 


_ (Joseph and Benjamin were the sons of Rachel, Jacob’s best loved wife. Their mother 
died while Joseph was still a little boy and Benjamin was a baby. Their father loved the 
two motherless boys very much.) 

Joseph, when he was seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with 
his brethren; and he was a lad with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons 


RUINS OF THE “CASTLE OF ABRAHAM” 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


The modern town of Hebron, or, as it is now called after its first illustrious occupant, 
El-Khalil (‘The Friend’’), lies on the northern slope of a basin formed by the confluence of 
two broad valleys, whose superior cultivation and vegetation have probably caused the long 
historic celebrity of this spot as the earliest seat of the civilization and the power, if not of 
Palestine, at least of Judea. The hills which rise above it on the north present for a con- 
siderable distance a level table-land slightly broken by occasional depressions, now mostly 
occupied by cornfields. On this high ground in one of these depressions, a large square 
inclosure of ancient masonry exhibits in all probability the remains of the sanctuary built 
in former ages around what is still called The House, or, The Castle, or the Height of 
Abraham. 
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of Zilpah, his father’s wives: and Joseph brought an evil report of them 
unto their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, 
because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many 
colors. And his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all 
his brethren; and they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto 
him. And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it to his brethren: and 
they hated him yet the more. And he said unto them, “Hear, I pray 
you, this dream which I have dreamed: for, behold, we were binding 
sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and stood upright; and, 
behold, your sheaves came round about, and bowed down to my sheaf.” 

And his brethren said to him, “Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or 
shalt thou indeed have dominion over us?” 

And they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words. 
And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it to his brethren, and said, 
“Behold, I have dreamed yet a dream; and, behold, the sun and the moon 
and eleven stars bowed down to me.” 

And he told it to his father, and to his brethren; and his father rebuked 
him, and said unto him, “ What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? 
Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down our- 
selves to thee to the earth?” 

And his brethren envied him; but his father kept the saying in mind. 
And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock in Shechem. And Israel 
said unto Joseph, “‘Do not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? come, 
and I will send thee unto them.” 

And he said to him, “‘ Here am I.” 

And he said to him, ‘‘Go now, see whether it is well with thy brethren, 
and well with the flock; and bring me word again.” 

So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 
And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was wandering in the field: 
and the man asked him, saying, ‘‘What seekest thou?’ And he said, 
“T seek my brethren: tell me, I pray thee, where they are feeding the 
flock.” 

And the man said, ‘They are departed hence: for I heard them say, 
‘Let us go to Dothan.’” 

And Joseph went after his brethren, and found them in Dothan. And 
they saw him afar off, and before he came near unto them, they conspired 
against him to slay him. And they said one to another, “Behold, this 
dreamer cometh. Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him 
into one of the pits, and we will say, ‘An evil beast hath devoured him’: 
and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” 

And Reuben heard it, and delivered him out of their hand; and said, 
“‘Let us not take his life.” 

And Reuben said unto them, “Shed no blood; cast him into this pit 
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that is in the wilderness, but lay no hand upon him”’: that he might deliver 
him out of their hand, to restore him to his father. 

And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they 
stript Joseph of his coat, the coat of many colors that was on him; and 
they took him and cast him into the pit: and the pit was empty, there 
was no water in it. And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up 
their eyes and looked, and, behold, a caravan of Ishmaelites came from 
Gilead, with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to 
carry it down to Egypt. And Judah said unto his brethren, “ What profit 
is it if we slay our brother and conceal his blood? Come, and let us sell 
him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our 
brother, our flesh.”’ And his brethren hearkened unto him. 

And they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to 
the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they brought Joseph 
into Egypt. And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph 
was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes. And he returned unto his 
brethren, and said, “‘The child is not; and I, whither shall I go?”’ 

And they took Joseph’s coat, and killed a he-goat, and dipped the coat 
in the blood; and they sent the coat of many colors, and they brought it 
to their father; and said, “‘ This have we found: know now whether it be 
thy son’s coat or not.” 

And he knew it, and said, “It is my son’s coat; an evil beast hath 
devoured him; Joseph is without doubt torn in pieces.” 

And Jacob rent his garments, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and 
mourned for his son many days. And all his sons and all his daughters 
rose up to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; and he said, 
“For I will go down to the grave to my son mourning.”” And his father 
wept for him. 


JOSEPH IN EGYPT 
Fortunate at First, He is Cast into Prison, but Even There He Finds Favor 


And Joseph was brought down in Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of 
Pharaoh’s, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hand 
of the Ishmaelites, who had brought him down thither. And the Lord 
was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house 
of his master the Egyptian. And his master saw that the Lord was with 
him, and that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand. And 
Joseph found grace in his sight, and he ministered unto him: and he made 
him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. 
And it came to pass from the time that he made him overseer in his house, 
and over all that he had, that the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house for 
Joseph’s sake; and the blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had, in 
the house and in the field. And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; 
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and he knew not aught that was with him, save the bread which he did 
eat. 


(But Joseph’s mistress was a wicked woman, and, because Joseph would not do wrong, 
told what was not true about him to his master, so that Joseph’s master took him, and put 
him into the prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were bound: and he was there in 
the prison.) 

But the Lord was with Joseph, and showed kindness unto him, and 
gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the keeper 
of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners that were in 
the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. The 
keeper of the prison looked not to anything that was under his hand, 
because the Lord was with him; and that which he did, the Lord made it 
to prosper. 


JOSEPH INTERPRETS THE DREAMS OF PHARAOH’S 
OFFICERS 


The Fate of the Chief Butler and of the Baker of the King 


And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of the king of 
Egypt and his baker offended their lord the king of Egypt. And Pharaoh 
was wroth against his two officers, against the chief of the butlers, and 
against the chief of the bakers. And he put them into the prison, the 
place where Joseph was bound. And the captain of the guard charged 
Joseph with them, and he ministered unto them: and they continued a 
season in prison. 

And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream, in one 
night, the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were bound in 
the prison. And Joseph came in to them in the morning, and saw them, 
and, behold, they were sad. And he asked Pharaoh’s officers that were 
with him in prison, saying, ‘‘ Wherefore look ye so sad to-day?” 

And they said unto him, ‘‘We have dreamed a dream, and there is 
none that can interpret it.” 

And Joseph said unto them, ‘Do not interpretations belong to God? 
Tell it me, I pray you.” 

And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, “In my 
dream, behold, a vine was before me; and in the vine were three branches: 
and it was as though it budded, and its blossoms shot forth; and the 
clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes: and Pharaoh’s cup was in my 
hand; and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and 
I gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.” 

And Joseph said unto him, “This is the interpretation of it: the three 
branches are three days; within yet three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine 
head, and restore thee unto thine office: and thou shalt give Pharaoh’s 
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cup into his hand, after the former manner when thou wast his butler. 
But have me in thy remembrance when it shall be well with thee, and 
show kindness, I pray thee, to me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, 
and bring me out of this house: for indeed I was stolen away out of the 
land of the Hebrews: and here also have I done nothing that they should 
put me into the dungeon.” 

When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said 
unto Joseph, “I also was in my dream, and, behold, three baskets of white 
bread were on my head: and in the uppermost basket there was all manner 
of bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the birds ate them out of the basket upon 
my head.”’ 

And Joseph answered and said, “This is the interpretation thereof: 
the three baskets are three days; within yet three days shall Pharaoh lift 
up thy head from off thee, and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds 
shall eat thy flesh from off thee.”’ 

And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, that 
he made a feast unto all his servants: and he lifted up the head of the 
chief butler and the head of the chief baker among his servants. And he 
restored the chief butler unto his butlership again; and he gave the cup 
into Pharaoh’s hand: but he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had 
interpreted to them. Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but 
forgot him. 


THE SEVEN FAT KINE AND THE SEVEN LEAN KINE 


Which Joseph Told the King Meant Seven Fat Years of Plenty and Seven 
Lean Years of Want. The Hebrew Boy is Made Chief Ruler of Egypt. 
The Famine Comes 


And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed: 
and, behold, he stood by the river. And, behold, there came up out of 
the river seven kine, well favored and fatfleshed; and they fed in the 
reed-grass. And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of 
the river, ill favored and leanfleshed; and stood by the other kine upon 
the brink of the river. And the ill favored and leanfleshed kine did eat 
up the seven well favored and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 

And he slept and dreamed a second time: and, behold, seven ears of 
corn came up upon one stalk, full and good. And, behold, seven ears, 
thin and blasted with the east wind, sprung up after them. And the thin 
ears swallowed up the seven full and good ears. And Pharaoh awoke, 
and, behold, it was a dream. And it came to pass in the morning that 
his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of 
Kgypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; 
but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh. 


A BAKE SHOP IN PALESTINE 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used with his kind permission 


The round, flat loaves of bread are seen displayed on the board in the chair, and are 
piled in tiers in the background, ready for the oven. 
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Then spoke the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, ““I do remember 
my faults this day: Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in 
prison in the house of the captain of the guard, me and the chief baker: 
and we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed each man 
according to the interpretation of his dream. And there was with us 
there a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard; and 
we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each man according 
to his dream he did interpret. And it came to pass as he interpreted to 
us, SO it was; me he restored unto mine office, and him he hanged.” 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily 
out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and 
came in to Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have dreamed a dream, and there is 
none that can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that when thou 
hearest a dream thou canst interpret it.” 

And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, ‘‘It is not in me: God shall give 
Pharaoh an answer of peace.”’ 

And Pharaoh spoke unto Joseph, ‘In my dream, behold, I stood upon 
the brink of the river: and, behold, there came up out of the river seven 
kine, fatfleshed and well favored; and they fed in the reed-grass: and, 
behold, seven other kine came up after them, poor and very ill favored and 
leanfieshed, such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt for badness: and 
the lean and ill favored kine ate up the first seven fat kine: and when they 
had eaten them up, it could not be known that they had eaten them; but 
they were still ill favored as at the beginning. So I awoke. 

““And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears came up upon one 
stalk, full and good: and, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted 
with the east wind, sprung up after them: and the thin ears swallowed up 
the seven good ears: and I told it unto the magicians; but there was none 
that could declare it to me.” 

And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, ‘The dream of Pharaoh is one: what 
God is about to do he hath declared unto Pharaoh. The seven good kine 
are seven years; and the seven good ears are seven years: the dream is 
one. And the seven lean and ill favored kine that came up after them 
are seven years, and also the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind; 
they shall be seven years of famine. That is the thing which I spoke unto 
Pharaoh: what God is about to do he hath showed unto Pharaoh. Be- 
hold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of 
Egypt: and there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all 
the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall 
consume the land; and the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason 
of that famine which followeth; for it shall be very grievous. And the 
reason that the dream was doubled to Pharaoh is because the thing is 
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established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass. Now therefore 
let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the land 
of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint overseers over the 
land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous 
years. And let them gather all the food of these good years that come, 
and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let 
them keep it. And the food shall be for a store to the land against the 
seven years of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt; that the land 
perish not through the famine.” 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all 
his servants. And Pharaoh said to his servants, “‘Can we find such a one 
as this, a man in whom the spirit of God is?”’ 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, “‘Forasmuch as God hath showed thee 
all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou: thou shalt be over my 
house, and according to thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in 
the throne will I be greater than thou.”’” And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, 
“See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt.” 

And Pharaoh took off his signet ring from his hand, and put it upon 
Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold 
chain about his neck; and he made him to ride in the second chariot 
which he had; and they cried before him, “Bow the knee’’: and he set 
him over all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am 
Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or his foot in all 
the land of Egypt.” 

And Pharaoh gave Joseph, Asenath, the daughter of Poti-phera the 
priest of On, to be his wife. And Joseph went out over the land of Egypt. 

And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh, king 
of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went 
throughout all the land of Egypt. And in the seven plenteous years the 
earth brought forth by handfuls. And he gathered up all the food of the 
seven years which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in the 
cities: the food of the field, which was round about every city, laid he up 
in the same. And Joseph laid up corn as the sand of the sea, very much, 
until he left measuring; for it was without measure. And to Joseph were 
born two sons before the year of famine came, which his wife Asenath 
the daughter of Poti-phera priest of On bore to him. And Joseph called 
the name of the firstborn Manasseh: ‘For,’ said he, ‘‘God hath made me 
forget all my toil, and all my father’s house.’”’ And the name of the second 
called he Ephraim: “For God hath made me fruitful in the land of my 
affliction.” 

And the seven years of plenty, that was in the land of Egypt, came to 
an end. And the seven years of famine began to come, according as 
Joseph had said: and there was famine in all lands; but in all the land of 
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Kgypt there was bread. And when all the land of Egypt was famished, 
the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said unto all the 
Egyptians, “Go to Joseph; what he saith to you, do.” 

And the famine was over all the face of the earth: and Joseph opened 
all the storehouses, and sold unto the Egyptians; and the famine was sore 
in the land of Egypt. And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph to 
buy corn; because the famine was sore in all the earth. 


THE SONS OF JACOB COME TO EGYPT TO BUY CORN 


They Do Not Recognize, in the Ruler of the Land, the Brother Whom They 
Sold. He Commands Them to Bring Their Youngest Brother to Egypt 


Now Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, and Jacob said to his 
sons, “ Why do ye look one upon another?”’ 

And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt: get 
you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may live, and not 
die.” 

And Joseph’s ten brethren went down to buy corn from Egypt. But 
Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren; for he 
said, “‘Lest peradventure mischief befall him.” 

And the sons of Israel came to buy among those that came: for the 
famine was in the land of Canaan. And Joseph was the governor over 
the land; he it was that sold to all the people of the land: and Joseph’s 
brethren came, and bowed down themselves to him with their faces to 
the earth. And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made 
himself strange to them, and spoke roughly with them; and he said unto 
them, ‘‘Whence come ye?” 

And they said, “From the land of Canaan to buy food.” 

And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him. And Joseph 
remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said unto them, 
“Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of the land ye are come.” 

And they said unto him, “ Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy servants 
come. We are all one man’s sons; we are true men, thy servants are no 
spies.” 

And he said to them, “‘ Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye 
are come.” 

And they said, “We thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one 
man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this day with our 
father, and one is not.” 

And Joseph said unto them, “That is it that I spoke unto you, saying, 
‘Ye are spies’: hereby ye shall be proved: by the life of Pharaoh ye shall 
not go forth hence, except your youngest brother come hither. Send one 
of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be bound, that your 
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words may be proved, whethér there be truth in you: or else by the life 
of Pharaoh surely ye are spies.’”’ And he put them all together into 
prison three days. 

And Joseph said unto them the third day, “This do, and live; for I fear 
God: if ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in your prison 
house; but go ye, carry corn for the famine of your houses: and bring 
your youngest brother unto me; so shall your words be verified, and ye 
shall not die.” 

And they did so. And they said one to another, “We are verily guilty 
concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul, when he 
besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come upon 
eRe 

And Reuben answered them, saying, “Spoke I not unto you, saying, 
‘Do not sin against the child’; and ye would not hear? therefore also, 
behold, his blood is required.”’ 

And they knew not that Joseph understood them; for there was an 
interpreter between them. 

And he turned himself about from them, and wept; and he returned to 
them, and spoke to them, and took Simeon from among them, and bound 
him before their eyes. Then Joseph commanded to fill their vessels with 
corn, and to restore every man’s money into his sack, and to give them 
provisions for the way: and thus was it done unto them. And they loaded 
their asses with their corn, and departed thence. And as one of them 
opened his sack to feed his ass in the lodging place, he espied his money; 
and, behold, it was in the mouth of his sack. And he said unto his 
brethren, ‘‘My money is restored; and, lo, it is even in my sack”: and 
their heart failed them, and they turned trembling one to another, saying, 
“What is this that God hath done unto us?” 

And they came to Jacob their father to the land of Canaan, and told 
him all that had befallen them; saying, ‘‘The man, the lord of the land, 
spoke roughly with us, and took us for spies of the country. And we said 
to him, ‘We are true men; we are no spies: we are twelve brethren, sons 
of our father; one is not, and the youngest is this day with our father in 
the land of Canaan.’ 

“And the man, the lord of the land, said unto us, ‘Hereby shall I know 
that ye are true men; leave one of your brethren with me, and take corn 
for the famine of your houses, and go your way: and bring your youngest 
brother unto me: then shall I know that ye are no spies, but that ye are 
true men: so will I deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffic in the 
land yaa 

And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, every 
man’s bundle of money was in his sack: and when they and their father 
saw their bundles of money, they were afraid. And Jacob their father 


EGYPTIAN VESSELS ON THE NILE 


The great river Nile was the very life of the country of Egypt, which lies along its banks. 
A little way back from the river the desert begins. On the little green strip of the banks 
lived the proud and powerful people who enslaved the Israelites. 
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said unto them, “Me have ye bereaved of my children: J oseph is not, and 
Simeon Is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things are against 
me.”’ 

And Reuben spoke unto his father, saying, “Slay my two sons, if I 
bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and I will bring him to 
thee again.” And he said, “My son shall not go down with you; for his 
brother is dead, and he only is left: if mischief befall him by the way in 


which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the 
grave.” 


JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS 


Jacob at First Refuses, but at Length Consents, to Let Benjamin Go. Joseph 
Places the Money in the Sacks. He Threatens the Brothers with Punish- 
ment. He Tells His Brothers Who He Is, Forgives Them, and Takes Them 
Into His Favor 


And the famine was sore in the land. And it came to pass, when they 
had eaten up the corn which they had brought out of Egypt, their father 
said unto them, “Go again, buy us a little food.” 

And Judah spoke unto him, saying, ‘‘The man did solemnly protest 
unto us, saying, ‘Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with 
you.’ If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee 
food: but if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down: for the man 
said unto us, ‘ Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you.’”’ 

And Israel said, ‘“‘ Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man 
whether ye had yet a brother?” 

And they said, ‘“‘The man asked strictly concerning ourselves, and con- 
cerning our kindred, saying, ‘Is your father yet alive? have ye another 
brother?’ and we told him according to the nature of these words: could 
we in any wise know that he would say, ‘ Bring your brother down’?”’ 

And Judah said unto Israel his father, ‘“‘Send the lad with me, and we 
will arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and 
also our little ones. I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou 
require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then 
let me bear the blame for ever: for except we had lingered, surely we had 
now returned a second time.”’ 

And their father Israel said unto them, “If it be so now, do this; take 
of the choice fruits of the land in your vessels, and carry down the man 
a present, a little balm, and a little honey, spicery and myrrh, nuts, and 
almonds: and take double money in your hand; and the money that was 
returned in the mouth of your sacks carry again in your hand; _per- 
adventure it was an oversight: take also your brother, and arise, go again 
unto the man: and God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he 
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may release unto you your other brother and Benjamin. And if I be 
bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.” 

And the men took that present, and they took double money in their 
hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, and stood 
before Joseph. And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to 
the steward of his house, “Bring the men into the house, and slay, and 
make ready; for the men shall dine with me at noon.” 

And the man did as Joseph bade; and the man brought the men into 
Joseph’s house. And the men were afraid, because they were brought 
into Joseph’s house; and they said, ‘Because of the money that was 
returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought in; that he may 
seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, and 
our asses.” 

And they came near to the steward of Joseph’s house, and they spoke 
unto him at the door of the house, and said, “‘Oh my lord, we came indeed 
down at the first time to buy food: and it came to pass, when we came 
to the lodging place, that we opened our sacks, and, behold, every man’s 
money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight: and we 
have brought it again in our hand. And other money have we brought 
down in our hand to buy food: we know not who put our money in our 
sacks.”’ 

And he said, “‘ Peace be to you, fear not: your God, and the God of 
your father, hath given you treasure in your sacks: I had your money.” 

And he brought Simeon out to them. And the man brought the men 
into Joseph’s house and gave them water, and they washed their feet; 
and he gave their asses provender. And they made ready the present 
for Joseph’s coming at noon: for they heard that they should eat there. 

And when Joseph came home, they brought him the present which was 
in their hand into the house, and bowed down themselves to him to the 
earth. And he asked them of their welfare, and said, “Is your father 
well, the old man of whom ye spoke? Is he yet alive?’”’ and they said, 
“Thy servant our father is well, he is yet alive.’ And they bowed the 
head, and made obeisance. 

And he lifted.up his eyes and saw Benjamin his brother, his mother’s 
son, and said, “Is this your youngest brother, of whom ye spoke unto me?” 
And he said, “God be gracious unto thee, my son.” 

And Joseph made haste; for his heart yearned over his brother: and 
he sought where to weep; and he entered into his chamber, and wept 
there. And he washed his face and came out; and he refrained himself, 
and said, “‘Set on food.” 

And they set on for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and 
for the Egyptians, who ate with him, by themselves: because the Egyp- 
tians could not eat with the Hebrews; for that is an abomination to the 
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Egyptians. And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his 
birthright, and the youngest according to his youth: and the men marveled 
one with another. And he took of the food and gent portions to them 
from before him: but Benjamin’s portion was five times as much as any 
of theirs. And they drank, and were merry with him. 

And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, “‘Fill the men’s 
sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put every man’s money 
in his sack’s mouth. And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack’s mouth 
of the youngest, and his corn money.” 

And he did according to the word that Joseph had spoken. As soon 
as the morning was light the men were sent away, they and their asses. 
And when they were gone out of the city, and were not yet far off, Joseph 
said to his steward, “‘Up, follow after the men; and when thou dost over- 
take them, say to them, ‘Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good? 
Is not this the cup from which my lord drinketh, and whereby he indeed 
divineth? ye have done evil in so doing.’”’ 

And he overtook them, and he spoke unto them these words. And 
they said unto him, “Wherefore speaketh my lord such words as these? 
God forbid that thy servants should do such a thing. Behold, the money, 
which we found in our sacks’ mouths, we brought again unto thee out of 
the land of Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy lord’s house silver 
or gold? With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, let him die, and 
we also will be my lord’s bondmen.”’ 

And he said, “‘Now also let it be according unto your words: he with 
whom it is found shall be my bondman; and ye shall be blameless.” 

‘Then they hasted, and took down every man his sack to the ground, 
and opened every man his sack. And he searched, and began at the 
eldest, and left off at the youngest: and the cup was found in Benjamin’s 
sack. Then they rent their clothes, and loaded every man his ass, and 
returned to the city. And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph’s 
house; and he was yet there: and they fell before him on the ground. 
And Joseph said unto them, ‘‘ What deed is this that ye have done? know 
ye not that such a man as I can indeed divine?” 

And Judah said, ‘‘ What shall we say unto my lord? what shall we speak? 
or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy 
servants: behold, we are my lord’s bondmen, both we, and he also in 
whose hand the cup is found.” 

And he said, “God forbid that I should do so: the man in whose hand 
the cup is found, he shall be my bondman; but as for you, get you up in 
peace unto your father.”’ 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said, ‘‘Oh my lord, let thy servant, 
I pray thee, speak a word to my lord, and let not thine anger burn against 
thy servant: for thou art even as Pharaoh. My lord asked his servants, 
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saying, ‘Have ye a father, or a brother?’ And we said unto my lord, 
‘We have a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one; 
and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his father 
loveth him.’ And thou saidst unto thy servants, ‘Bring him down unto 
me, that I may set mine eyes upon him.’ And we said to my lord, ‘The lad 
cannot leave his father: for if he should leave his father, his father would 
die.’ And thou saidst unto thy servants, ‘Except your youngest brother 
come down with you, ye shall see my face no more.’ And it came to pass 
when we came up to thy servant my father, we told him the words of my 
lord. And our father said, ‘Go again, buy us a little food.’ And we 
said, ‘We cannot go down: if our youngest brother be with us, then will 
we go down: for we may not see the man’s face, except our youngest 
brother be with us.’ And thy servant my father said to us, ‘Ye know 
that my wife bore me two sons: and the one went out from me, and I said, 
“Surely he is torn in pieces’; and I have not seen him since: and if ye 
take this one also from me, and mischief befall him, ye shall bring down 
my gray hairs in sorrow to the grave.’ Now therefore when I come to thy 
servant my father, and the lad be not with us; seeing that his life is bound 
up in the lad’s life; it shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not 
with us, that he will die: and thy servants shall bring down the gray hairs 
of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave. For thy servant 
became surety for the lad unto my father, saying, ‘If I bring him not unto 
thee, then shall I bear the blame to my father for ever.’ Now therefore, 
let thy servant, I pray thee, abide instead of the lad a bondman to my 
lord; and let the lad go up with his brethren. For how shall I go up to 
my father, and the lad be not with me? lest I see the evil that shall come 
on my father.” 

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by 
him; and he cried, “‘Cause every man to go out from me.” 

And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known 
to his brethren. And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians heard, and the 
house of Pharaoh heard. And Joseph said unto his brethren, “I am 
Joseph; doth my father yet live?” 

And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his 
presence. And Joseph said to his brethren, ““Come near to me, I pray 
you.” 

And they came near. And he said, “I am Joseph your brother, whom 
ye sold into Egypt. And now be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, 
that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. 
For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and there are yet 
five years, in the which there shall be neither plowing nor harvest. And 
God sent me before you to preserve you a remnant in the earth, and to save 
you alive by a great deliverance. So now it was not you that sent me 
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hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of 
all his house, and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Haste ye, and go up 
to my father, and say unto him, ‘Thus saith thy son J oseph, God hath 
made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: and thou 
shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, 
and thy children, and thy children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy 
herds, and all that thou hast: and there will I nourish thee; for there are 
yet five years of famine; lest thou come to poverty, thou, and thy house- 
hold, and all that thou hast. And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of 
my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you.’ And 
ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have 
seen; and ye shall haste and bring down my father hither.” 

And he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept; and Benjamin 
wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brethren, and wept with them: 
and after that his brethren talked with him. 

And the report thereof was heard in Pharaoh’s house, saying, ‘“‘ Joseph’s 
brethren are come’’: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants. And 
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, “Say unto thy brethren, ‘This do ye; load 
your beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Canaan; and take your 
father and your households, and come unto me: and I will give you the 
good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land.’ Now thou 
art commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for 
your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 
Also regard not your possessions; for the good of all the land of Egypt is 
yours.” 

And the sons of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them wagons, according 
to the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provisions for the way. 
To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he 
gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment. And to 
his father he sent after this manner; ten asses laden with the good things 
of Egypt, and ten she-asses laden with corn and bread and victual for his 
father by the way. 

So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he said to them, 
“See that ye fall not out by the way.” 

And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan to 
Jacob their father. And they told him, saying, “Joseph is yet alive, and 
he is ruler over all the land of Egypt.’”’ And his heart fainted, for he 
believed them not. And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he 
had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent 
to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived: and Israel said, “It 
is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him before 
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JACOB IN EGYPT 
The Famine Wastes the Land. Death of Jacob. Death of Joseph 


And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beer- 
sheba, and offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. And God 
spoke unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” 

And he said, “‘ Here am I.” 

And he said, “I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down 
into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation: I will go down 
with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again: and 
Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes.” 

And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons of Israel carried Jacob 
their father, and their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which 
Pharaoh had sent to carry him. And they took their cattle and their 
goods, which they had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, 
Jacob, and all his family with him: his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, 
his daughters, and his sons’ daughters, and all his family brought he with 
him into Egypt. 

And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to show the way before him 
unto Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen. And Joseph made 
ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen; and 
he presented himself to him, and fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a 
good while. And Israel said unto Joseph, ‘‘ Now let me die, since I have 
seen thy face, and know that thou art yet alive.” 

And Joseph said to his brethren, and to his father’s house, ‘‘I will go up, 
and tell Pharaoh, and will say unto him, ‘My brethren, and my father’s 
house, which were in the land of Canaan, are come unto me; and the men 
are shepherds, for they have been keepers of cattle; and they have brought 
their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have.’ And it shall come 
to pass, when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, ‘What is your occu- 
pation?’ that ye shall say, ‘Thy servants have been keepers of cattle from 
our youth even until now, both we, and our fathers’: that ye may dwell 
in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination unto the 
Egyptians.” ; 

Then Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, and said, “My father and my 
brethren, and their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have, are 
come out of the land of Canaan; and, behold, they are in the land of 
Goshen.” 

And from among his brethren he took five men, and presented them to 
Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said to his brethren, “What is your occupation?” 

And they said to Pharaoh, “Thy servants are shepherds, both we, and 
our fathers.” 

And they said to Pharaoh, ‘“‘To sojourn in the land are we come; for 


“THE RAMESSEUM,” ONE OF THE ANCIENT TEMPLES OF EGYPT 


All over Egypt vast ruins in stone are witnesses to the prodigious industry of the Pha- 
raohs as builders. No one knows how these immense monuments could have been built in 
those times, nor by what agency they could have been broken and thrown down. ‘The 
polishing alone of this great mass must have been an incredible labor. How was it moved 
from the quarry in Assouan, a hundred and thirty miles distant? And how was it broken 
into the thousand fragments in which it lies? An earthquake would not do it. There are 
no marks of drilling or of the use of an explosive material.” 
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there is no pasture for thy servants’ flocks; for the famine is sore in the 
land of Canaan: now therefore, we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the 
land of Goshen.”’ 

And Pharaoh spoke unto Joseph, saying, “Thy father and thy brethren 
are come to thee: the land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land 
make thy father and thy brethren to dwell; in the land of Goshen let them 
dwell: and if thou knowest any able men among them, then make them 
rulers over my cattle.” 

And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh: 
and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, “How many 
are the days of the years of thy life?” 

And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, “‘The days of the years of my pilgrimage 
are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have been the days of the 
years of my life, and they have not attained unto the days of the years 
of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.” 

And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from the presence of Pharaoh. 
And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and gave them a possession 
in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as 
Pharaoh had commanded. And Joseph nourished his father, and his 
brethren, and all his father’s household, with food, according to their 
families. 

And there was no food in all the land; for the famine was very sore, so 
that the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the 
famine. And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the 
land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the corn which they bought: 
and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh’s house. And when the 
money was all spent in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all 
the Egyptians came to Joseph, and said, “‘Give us bread: for why should 
we die in thy presence? for our money faileth.”’ 

And Joseph said, ‘‘Give your cattle; and I will give you for your cattle 
if money fail.” 

And they brought their cattle unto Joseph: and Joseph gave them food 
in exchang for the horses, and for the flocks, and for the herds, and for 
the asses: and he fed them with food in exchange for all their cattle for 
that year. And when that year was ended, they came to him the second 
year, and said to him, “‘ We will not hide from my lord, how that our money 
is all spent; and the herds of cattle are my lord’s; there is nought left in 
the sight of my lord, but our bodies, and our lands: wherefore should we 
die before thine eyes, both we and our land? buy us and our land for food, 
and we and our land will be servants unto Pharaoh: and give us seed, that 
we may live, and not die, and that the land be not desolate.” 

So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for the Egyptians 
sold every man his field, because the famine was sore upon them: and the 
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land became Pharaoh’s. And as for the people, he removed them to the 
cities from one end of the border of Egypt even to the other end thereof. 

Only the land of the priests bought he not: for the priests had a portion 
from Pharaoh, and did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave them; 
wherefore they sold not their land. Then Joseph said unto the people, 
“Behold, I have bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh: lo, here 
is seed for you, and ye shall sow the land. And it shall come to pass at 
the ingatherings, that ye shall give a fifth to Pharaoh, and four parts shall 
be your own, for seed of the field, and for your food, and for them of your 
households, and for food for your little ones.” 

And they said, “Thou hast saved our lives: let us find grace in the sight 
of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s servants.” 

And Joseph made it a statute concerning the land of Egypt unto this 
day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth; only the land of the priests 
alone became not Pharaoh’s. And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in 
the land of Goshen; and they got them possessions therein, and were 
fruitful, and multiplied exceedingly. 

And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: so the days of 
Jacob, the years of his life, were an hundred forty and seven years. And 
the time drew near that Israel must die: and he called his son Joseph, and 
said unto him, “If now I have found grace in thy sight, put, I pray thee, 
thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; bury me 
not, I pray thee, in Egypt: bury me with my fathers in the cave that is 
in the field of Ephron the Hittite, in the cave that is in the field of Mach- 
pelah, which is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham 
bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a burying- 
place: there they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried 
Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah: the field and the 
cave that is therein, which was purchased from the children of Heth.” 

And when Jacob made an end of charging his sons, he laid himself down 
upon his bed and died. And Joseph fell upon his father’s face, and wept 
upon him, and kissed him. And Joseph commanded his servants the 
physicians to embalm his father: and the physicians embalmed Israel. 
And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled the days of 
embalming: and the Egyptians wept for him threescore and ten days. 

And when the days of weeping for him were past, Joseph spoke unto the 
house of Pharaoh, saying, “If now I have found grace in your eyes, speak, 
I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, ‘My father made me swear, 
saying, Lo, I die: in my grave which I have digged for me in the land of 
Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now therefore let me go up, I pray 
thee, and bury my father, and I will come again.’” 

And Pharaoh said, “Go up, and bury thy father, according as he made 
thee swear.” And Joseph went up to bury his father: and with him 
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went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the 
elders of the land of Egypt, and all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, 
and his father’s house: only their little ones, and their flocks and their 
herds, they left in the land of Goshen. And there went up with him both 
chariots and horsemen: and it was a very great company. And they came 
to the threshing-floor of Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and there they 
lamented with a very great and sore lamentation: and he made a mourn- 
ing for his father seven days. And when the inhabitants of the land, the 
Canaanites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said, “This is 
a grievous mourning to the Egyptians’: wherefore the name of it was 
called “The Mourning of Egypt,” which is beyond Jordan. And his sons 
did unto him according as he commanded them: for his sons carried him 
into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of Mach- 
pelah, which Abraham bought with the field, for a possession of a burying- 
place, of Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre. 

And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, and all that went 
up with him to bury his father, after he had buried his father. And when 
Joseph’s brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be 
that Joseph will hate us, and will fully requite us all the evil which we did 
unto him.’’ And they sent a message unto Joseph, saying, ‘‘Thy father 
did command before he died, saying, ‘So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, 
I pray thee now, the transgression of thy brethren, and their sin, in that 
they did unto thee evil’: and now, we pray thee, forgive the transgression 
of the servants of the God of thy father.” 

And Joseph wept when they spoke unto him. And his brethren also 
went and fell down before his face; and they said, ‘‘ Behold, we are thy 
servants.”” And Joseph said unto them, ‘‘Fear not: for am I in the place 
of God? And as for you, ye meant evil against me; but God meant it for 
good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. Now 
therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones.’’ And he 
comforted them, and spoke kindly unto them. 

And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father’s house: and Joseph 
lived an hundred and ten years. And Joseph saw Ephraim’s children of 
the third generation. And Joseph said unto his brethren, “I die: but 
God will surely visit you, and bring you up out of this land unto the land 
which he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 

And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, “God will 
surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence.” 

So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed 
him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 


The Great Captains 


The word “captain,” following the use in the Btble and all literature 
Down to the present dap, ts not the particular term, Designating the com- 
mander of a small companp of soldiers, but the general term, standing 
for leadership in the largest sense. loses, according to this meaning of 
the word, was one of the greatest of the world’s captains, for he took a 
cowardip, unorganised mob of slabes and [ed them through the most 
appalling difficulties and dangers, to freedom, and to a position twhere 
national existence twas possible. While there twas little actual fighting in 
the journey from Egqppt to Palestine, pet there twas necessity, everp step 
of the wap, for the highest qualities of leadership. 

Joshua was a great captain in the more strictly militarp sense of the 
word. He found the force organised and disciplined bp the leadership of 
Hoses, and he used it as a skillful swordsman uses a keen and tem- 
pered blade. Jn his campaigns he displayed the abilities of the great 
military genius. 


fo 


MOSES 


The Story of the Man Who Led a Race of Slaves Out of Bondage, and 
Became the Emancipator of a Great Nation 


THE ISRAELITES ARE ENSLAVED IN EGYPT 


The Slave Who Was Brought Up in a King’s Palace. Moses Kills One of the 
Egyptian Taskmasters and Flees from the Country 


Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who knew not Joseph. And he 
said to his people, ‘‘ Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more 
and mightier than we: come, let us deal wisely with them; lest they 
multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they 
also join themselves unto our enemies, and fight against us, and get them 
up out of the land.” 

Therefore they set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their 
burdens. And they built for Pharaoh store cities, Pithom and Raamses. 
But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and the more 
they spread abroad. And they were grieved because of the children of 
Israel. And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with 
rigor: and they made their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar and in 
brick, and in all manner of service in the field, all their service, wherein 
they made them serve with rigor. 
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And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, “Every son that is born to 
an Hebrews ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save 
alive.” 

And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took for his wife a 
daughter of Levi. And the woman had a son: and when she saw that 
he was a goodly child, she hid him three months. And when she could 
not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it 
with pitch; and she put the child therein, and laid it in the flags by the 
river’s brink. And his sister stood afar off, to know what would be done 
to him. And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river; 
and her maidens walked along by the river side; and she saw the ark 
among the flags, and sent her handmaid to fetch it. And she opened it 
and saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion 
on him, and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 

Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call thee a 
nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee?” 

And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘‘Go.” 

And the maid went and called the child’s mother. And Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, “Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I 
will give thee thy wages.”’ 

And the woman took the child, and nursed it. And the child grew, 
and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And 
she called his name Moses, and said, ‘‘ Because I drew him out of the 
water.” 

And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown up, that he 
went out to his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he saw an 
Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked this 
way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he smote 
the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. And he went out the second day, 
and, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together: and he said to 
him that did the wrong, “‘ Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow?”’ 

And he said, ““Who made thee a prince and a judge over us? thinkest 
thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian?”’ 

And Moses feared, and said, “Surely the thing is known.” 

Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But 
Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: 
and he sat down by a well. Now the priest of Midian had seven daugh- 
ters: and they came and drew water, and filled the troughs to water their 
father’s flock. And the shepherds came and drove them away: but Moses 
stood up and helped them, and watered their flock. And when they 
came to Reuel their father, he said, “‘ How is it that ye are come so soon 
to-day?”’ 

And they said, “An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the 
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shepherds, and moreover he drew water for us, and watered the flock.” 
And he said to his daughters, ‘‘And where is he? why is it that ye have 
left the man? call him, that he may eat bread.” 

And Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he gave Moses 
Zipporah his daughter. And she had a son, and he called his name 
Gershom: for he said, “‘I have been a sojourner in a strange land.” 

And it came to pass in the course of those many days, that the king of 
Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, 
and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. 
And God heard their groaning, and God remembered them. 


THE VOICE OF GOD FROM THE BURNING BUSH 
The Lord Commissions Moses to Lead His People Out of Bondage 


Now Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest 
of Midian: and he led the flock to the back of the wilderness, and came 
to the mountain of God, to Horeb. And the angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, 
behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And 
Moses said, ‘‘I will turn aside now, and see this great sight, why the bush 
is not burnt.” 

And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto 
him out of the midst of the bush, and said, ‘‘ Moses, Moses.”’ 

And he said, ‘‘ Here am I.” 

And he said, “Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy 
feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.’’ Moreover he 
said, ‘‘I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob.” 

And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. And the 
Lord said, ‘I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in 
Egypt, and have heard their ery by reason of their taskmasters; for I 
know their sorrows; and I am come down to deliver them out of the hand 
of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good land 
and a large, to a land flowing with milk and honey. And now, behold, 
the cry of the children of Israel is come to me: moreover I have seen the 
oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. Come now therefore, 
and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people 
the children of Israel out of Egypt.’ 

And Moses said to God, ‘‘Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and 
that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 

And he said, “Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be the token 
unto thee, that I have sent thee: when thou hast brought forth the people 
out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain.” 


EGYPTIAN TEMPLE ON THE SUBMERGED ISLAND OF PHILAE 


This is one of the beautiful temples of Egypt, on an island in the river Nile. This 
island has lately been covered by the waters of the great artificial lake formed by the dam 
built by the English government across the Nile to control the flow of the river. 
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And Moses said unto God, “Behold, when I come unto the children of 
Israel, and shall say unto them, ‘The God of your fathers hath sent me 
unto you’; and they shall say to me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say 
unto them?” And God said unto Moses, “I am that I am’: and he 
said, “Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, ‘I am hath sent me 
unto you.’”’ 

And God said moreover to Moses, “Thus shalt thou say to the children 
of Israel, “The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me to you’: this is my name 
for ever, and this is my memorial to all generations. Go, and gather the 
elders of Israel together, and say unto them, ‘The Lord, the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, hath appeared to 
me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you 
in Egypt: and I have said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of 
Egypt, to a land flowing with milk and honey.’ And they shall hearken 
to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, to the 
king of Egypt, and ye shall say to him, “The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, 
hath met with us: and now let us go, we pray thee, three days’ journey 
into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.’ And 
I know that the king of Egypt will not give you leave to go, no, not by 
a mighty hand. And I will put forth my hand, and smite Egypt with all 
my wonders which I will do in the midst thereof: and after that he will 
let yougo. And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians: 
and it shall come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty: but 
every woman shall ask of her neighbor, and of her that sojourneth in her 
house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye shall put 
them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and ye shall spoil the 
Egyptians.” 

And Moses answered and said, ‘‘ But, behold, they will not believe me, 
nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, ‘The Lord hath not appeared 
to thee.’”’ 

And the Lord said unto him, ‘‘ What is that in thine hand?” 

And he said, ‘‘A rod.”’ 

And he said, ‘‘Cast it on the ground.” 

And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled 
from before it. And the Lord said unto Moses, “Put forth thine hand, 
and take it by the tail.” And he put forth his hand, and laid hold of it, 
and it became a rod in his hand. 

And the Lord said furthermore to him, ‘‘Put now thine hand into thy 
bosom.” 

And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, 
his hand was leprous, as white as snow. And he said, “Put thine hand 
into thy bosom again.” And he put his hand into his bosom again; and 
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when he took it out of his bosom, behold, it was turned again as his other 
flesh. 

The Lord said, “It shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, 
neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the 
voice of the latter sign. And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe 
even these two signs, neither hearken to thy voice, that thou shalt take 
of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water 
which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land.” 

And Moses said unto the Lord, “‘Oh Lord, I am not eloquent, neither 
heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: for I am slow 
of speech, and of a slow tongue.”’ 

And the Lord said unto him, “Who hath made man’s mouth? or who 
maketh a man dumb, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? is it not I, the Lord? 
Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou 
shalt speak.” 

And he said, ‘‘Oh Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom 
thou wilt send.” 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses, and he said, “Is 
there not Aaron thy brother the Levite? I know that he can speak well. 
And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, 
he will be glad in his heart. And thou shalt speak to him, and put the 
words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and witti his mouth, 
and will teach you what ye shall do. And he shall be thy spokesman unto 
the people: and it shall come to pass, that he shall be to thee a mouth, 
and thou shalt be to him as God. And thou shalt take in thine hand this 
rod, wherewith thou shalt do the signs.” 

And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father-in-law, and said 
unto him, “‘Let me go, I pray thee, and return to my brethren which are 
in Egypt, and see whether they be yet alive.” 

And Jethro said to Moses, “‘Go in peace.” 

And the Lord said to Moses in Midian, “Go, return into Egypt: for all 
the men are dead which sought thy life.” 

And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and he 
returned to the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand. 
And the Lord said to Moses, “When thou goest back into Egypt, see that 
thou do before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have put in thine hand: 
but I will harden his heart, and he will not let the people go. And thou 
shalt say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my son, my firstborn: 
and I have said to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me; and thou 
hast refused to let him go: behold I will slay thy son, thy firstborn.’” 

And the Lord said to Aaron, “‘Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.” 
And he went, and met him in the mountain of God, and kissed him. And 
Moses told Aaron all the words of the Lord wherewith he had sent him, and 
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all the signs wherewith he had charged him. And Moses and Aaron went 
and gathered together all the elders of the children of Israel: and Aaron 
spoke all the words which the Lord had spoken to Moses, and did the signs 
in the sight of the people. And the people believed. 


“LET MY PEOPLE GO” 


Moses and Aaron Demand the Release of the Israelites. 
Pharaoh Refuses 


And afterward Moses and Aaron came, and said to Pharaoh, “Thus saith 
the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, that they may hold a feast 
unto me in the wilderness.’”’ 

And Pharaoh said, ‘‘Who is the Lord, that I should hearken to his voice 
to let Israel go? I know not the Lord, and moreover I will not let Israel 
AgoRe 

And they said, “The God of the Hebrews hath met with us: let us go, 
we pray thee, three days’ journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to the 
Lord our God; lest he fall upon us with pestilence, or with the sword.” 

And the king of Egypt said to them, “‘Wherefore do ye, Moses and 
Aaron, loose the people from their works? get you to your burdens.” 
And Pharaoh said, “‘ Behold, the people of the land are now many, and ye 
make them rest from their burdens.” 

And the same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the people, 
and their officers, saying, ‘‘ Ye shall no more give the people straw to make 
brick, as heretofore: let them go and gather straw for themselves. And 
the number of the bricks, which they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon 
them; ye shall not diminish aught thereof: for they are idle; therefore 
they cry, saying, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.’ Let heavier work 
be laid upon the men, that they may labor therein; and let them not 
regard lying words.”’ 

And the taskmasters of the people went out, and their officers, and they 
spoke to the people, saying, ‘‘ Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give you straw. 
Go yourselves, get you straw where ye can find it: for naught of your work 
shall be diminished.” 

So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt 
to gather stubble for straw. And the taskmasters were urgent, saying, 
“Fulfill your works, your daily tasks, as when there was straw.” 

And the officers of the children of Israel, which Pharaoh’s taskmasters 
had set over them, were beaten, and demanded, “ Wherefore have ye not 
fulfilled your task both yesterday and to-day, in making brick as hereto- 


fore?”’ 
Then the officers of the children of Israel came and cried to Pharaoh, 
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saying, ‘Wherefore dealest thou thus with thy servants? There is no 
straw given unto thy servants, and they say to us, ‘Make brick’: and, 
behold, thy servants are beaten; but the fault is in thine own people.” 

But he said, “‘ Ye are idle, ye are idle: therefore ye say, “Let us go and 
sacrifice to the Lord.’ Go therefore now, and work; for there shall no 
straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver the number of bricks.” 

And the officers of the children of Israel saw that they were in deep 
trouble when it was said, ‘‘ Ye shall not diminish aught from your bricks, 
your daily tasks.” 

And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as they came 
forth from Pharaoh: and they said to them, “The Lord look upon you, 
and judge; because ye have made us to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, 
and in the eyes of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to slay us.” 

And the Lord said unto Moses, ‘‘ Now shalt thou see what I will do to 
Pharaoh: for by a strong hand shall he let them go, and by a strong hand 
shall he drive them out of his land.” 

And it came to pass on the day when the Lord spoke unto Moses in the 
land of Egypt, that the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “I am the Lord: 
speak thou to Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I speak to thee.”’ 

And Moses said before the Lord, ‘‘ Behold, I am slow of speech and of a 
slow tongue, and how shall Pharaoh hearken unto me?” 

And the Lord said unto Moses, “‘See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: 
and Aaron thy brother shall be thy spokesman. Thou shalt speak all that 
I command thee: and Aaron thy brother shall speak unto Pharaoh, that he 
let the children of Israel go out of his land. And I will harden Pharaoh’s 
heart, and multiply my signs and my wonders in the land of Egypt. But 
Pharaoh will not hearken unto you, and I will lay my hand upon Egypt, 
and bring forth my hosts, my people the children of Israel, out of the land 
of Egypt by great judgments. And the Egyptians shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the 
children of Israel from among them.”’ 

And Moses and Aaron did so; as the Lord commanded them, so did 
they. 

And the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, ‘‘When Pharaoh 
shall speak to you, saying, “Show a wonder for you:’ then thou shalt say 
unto Aaron, “Take thy rod, and cast it down before Pharaoh, that it be- 
come a serpent.’ ”’ 

And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so, as the 
Lord had commanded: and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and 
before his servants, and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh also called 
for the wise men and the magicians: and they also did in like manner with 
their enchantments. For they cast down every man his rod, and they 
became serpents: but Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods. And Pharaoh’s 


THE SPHINX AND ONE OF THE PYRAMIDS 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


The great pyramids of Egypt are among the wonders of the world. They are the 
tombs of some of the Pharaohs. They are great masses of stone, and we can hardly imagine 
how in those days it was possible to build them. The sphinx is a great stone figure of a 
beast with a human face. The pyramids and the sphinx were built before Joseph came to 
Egypt. “The Sphinx, grossly symbolizing the union of physical and intellectual force, 
was called Hor-em-Khoo (‘The Sun in his resting place’) and had divine honors paid to it 
as a deity. This figure, whatever its purpose, is older than the Pyramid of Cheops. It 
has sat facing the east, on the edge of this terrace of tombs, expecting the break of day, since 
a period which is lost in the dimness of tradition. All the achievements of the race, of which 
we know anything, have been enacted since that figure was carved. It has seen, if its stony 
eyes could see, all the procession of history file before it. Viewed now at a little distance 
or with evening shadows on it, its features live again, and it has the calmness, the simple 
majesty, that belong to high art. Old writers say that the face was once sweet and beauti- 
ful.” 


oe 
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heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the Lord had 
spoken. 
THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT 


How God Afflicted the People of the Nile 


Then the Lord afflicted Egypt with terrible plagues. 


I. THE PLAGUE OF BLOOD. 
II. THE PLAGUE OF FROGS. 
Til. THe PLAGUE: oF Lick. 
IV. THE PLAGUE OF FLIES. 
V. THE PLAGUE OF CATTLE DISEASE. 
VI. THE PLAGUE OF BOILS. 
Vil ele PEACUE OF HAIL. 
VIII. THE PLAGUE oF LOCUSTS. 
IX. THE PLAGUE OF DARKNESS. 


And after all these plagues Pharaoh called to Moses and said, ‘‘Go ye, 
serve the Lord; only let your flocks and your herds be stayed: let your 
little ones also go with you.” 

And Moses said, “Thou must also give into our hand sacrifices and 
burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice unto the Lord our God. Our cattle 
also shall go with us; there shall not an hoof be left behind; for thereof 
must we take to serve the Lord our God; and we know not with what we 
must serve the Lord, until we come thither.” 

But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let them go. 

And Pharaoh said to him, “Get thee from me, take heed to thyself, see 
my face no more; for in the day thou seest my face thou shalt die.”’ 

And Moses said, “‘Thou hast spoken well; I will see thy face again no 
more.” 

And the Lord said to Moses, “‘ Yet one plague more will I bring upon 
Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when 
he shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether. Speak 
now to the people, and let them ask every man of his neighbor, and every 
woman of her neighbor, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold.” 

And the Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. 
Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight 
of Pharaoh’s servants, and in the sight of the people. 

And Moses said, “‘Thus saith the Lord, ‘About midnight will I go out 
into the midst of Egypt: and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall 
die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even to 
the firstborn of the maidservant who grinds at the mill; and all the first- 
born of cattle. And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of 
Egypt, such as there hath been none like it, nor shall be like it any more. 
But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, 
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against man or beast: that ye may know how that the Lord doth put a 
difference between the Egyptians and Israel.’ And all these thy servants 
shall come down unto me, and bow down themselves unto me, saying, 
‘Get thee out, and all the people that follow thee: and after that I will 
go out.’ ’’ And he went out from Pharaoh in hot anger. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, “Pharaoh will not hearken unto you: 
that my wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.” 

And Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh: and the 
Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the children of Israel 
go out of his land. 


vite r the ninth plague, the plague of darkness, came a tenth plague, the very worst 
of all, the description of which is given in another pl ace.) 


THE FEAST OF THE PASSOVER 
The Israelites Make Ready for the March 


And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 
“This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the 
first month of the year to you. Speak ye to all the congregation of Israel, 
saying, ‘In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man 
a lamb, according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for an household: and 
if the household be too little for a lamb, then shall he and his neighbor 
next unto his house take one according to the number of the souls. Your 
lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it 
from the sheep, or from the goats: and ye shall keep it up until the four- 
teenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congrega- 
tion of Israel shall kill it at even. And they shall take of the blood, and 
put it on the two side posts and on the lintel, upon the houses wherein they 
shall eat it. And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roasted with fire, 
and unleavened bread; with bitter herbs they shall eat it. Eat not of it 
raw, nor boiled with water, but roast with fire; its head with its legs and 
with the inwards thereof. And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the 
morning; but that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn 
with fire. 

“ “And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your 
feet, and your staff in your hand: and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the 
Lord’s passover. For I will go through the land of Egypt in that night, 
and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; 
and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 
And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: 
and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and there shall no plague be 
upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.’ ”’ 
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Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, 
“Draw out, and take you lambs according to your families, and kill fhe 
passover. And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood 
that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with the 
blood that is in the basin; and none of you shall go out of the door of his 
house until the morning. For the Lord will pass through to smite the 
Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two 
side posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer 
to come in unto your houses to smite you. And ye shall observe this thing 
for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons for ever. And it shall come to 
pass, when ye be come to the land which the Lord will give you, according 
as he hath promised, that ye shall keep this service. And it shall come 
to pass, when your children shall say unto you, ‘What mean ye by this 
service?’ that ye shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the Lord’s passover, who 
passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote 
the Egyptians, and delivered our houses.’ ”’ 

And the people bowed the head and worshiped. And the children of 
Israel went and did so; as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron, so 
did they. 


THE PLAGUE OF THE DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN 
How the Angel of Death Smote Egypt, and Pharaoh Yielded 


And it came to pass at midnight, that the Lord smote all the firstborn 
in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne 
to the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the first- 
born of cattle. 

And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the 
Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house 
where there was not one dead. And he called for Moses and Aaron by 
night, and said, “Rise up, get you forth from among my people, both ye 
and the children of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, as ye have said. Take 
both your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless 
me also.” 

And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, to send them out of the 
land in haste; for they said, “‘ We be all dead men.” 

And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading 
troughs being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. And the 
children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they asked of 
the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and the 
Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let 
them have what they asked. And they took the spoil of the Egyptians. 
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OUT OF BONDAGE 
On the Road to Freedom 


And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about 
six hundred thousand men on foot, beside children. And a mixed multi- 
tude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very much 
cattle. And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they 
brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened; because they were 
thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for 
themselves any food. Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, which 
they sojourned in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. And it 
came to pass at the end of four hundred and thirty years, even the self- 
same day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord went out from the 
land of Egypt. It is a night to be much observed unto the Lord for bring- 
ing them out from the land of Egypt. 

And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led 
them not by the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was 
near; for God said, “‘Lest peradventure the people repent when they see 
war, and they return to Egypt.” 

But God led the people about, by the way of the wilderness by the Red 
Sea: and the children of Israel went up armed out of the land of Egypt. 
And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had strictly charged 
the children of Israel, saying, ‘“‘God will surely visit you; and ye shall 
carry up my bones away hence with you.” 

And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, 
in the edge of the wilderness. And the Lord went before them by day in 
a pillar of cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, 
to give them light; that they might go by day and by night: the pillar 
of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night. 


“THE HORSE AND HIS RIDER HATH HE THROWN 
INTO THE SEA” 


Pursuat of the Egyptians. The Host of Pharaoh is Drowned in the Red Sea 


And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying, ‘Speak unto the children of 
Israel, that they turn back and encamp by the sea. And Pharaoh will 
say of the children of Israel, ‘They are entangled in the land, the wilder- 
ness hath shut them in.’ And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he shall 
follow after them; and I will get me honor upon Pharaoh, and upon all 
his host; and the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord.” And they 
did so. 
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And it was told the king of Egypt that the people were fled: and the 
heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was changed towards the people, and 
they said, “What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go from 
serving us?” 

And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him: and he 
took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and cap- 
tains over all of them. And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel: for the children of 
Israel went out with an high hand. 

And the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of 
Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping 
by the sea. And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted 
up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they 
were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the Lord. 

And they said unto Moses, ‘“‘ Because there were no graves in Egypt, 
hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou 
dealt thus with us, to bring us forth out of Egypt? Is not this the word 
that we spoke unto thee in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us alone, that we may 
serve the Egyptians?’ For it were better for us to serve the Egyptians, 
than that we should die in the wilderness.” 

And Moses said unto the people, ‘‘Fear ye not, stand still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you to-day: for the Egyp- 
tians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. 
The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.” 

And the Lord said unto Moses, “‘ Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak 
to the children of Israel, that they go forward. And lift thou up thy rod, 
and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of 
Israel shall go into the midst of the sea on dry ground. And I, behold, I 
will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall go in after them: 
and I will get me honor upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his 
chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I have gotten me honor upon Pharaoh, upon his 
chariots, and upon his horsemen.”’ 

And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed 
and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud removed from before them, 
and stood behind them: and it came between the camp of Egypt and the 
camp of Israel; and there was the cloud and the darkness, yet gave it 
light by night: and the one came not near the other all the night. And 
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused the sea 
to go back by a strong east wind all the night, and made the sea dry 
land, and the waters were divided. And the children of Israel went into 
the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall to 
them on their right hand, and on their left. 
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And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them into the midst of 
the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And it came 
to pass in the morning watch, that the Lord looked forth upon the host 
of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of cloud, and discomfited 
the host of the Egyptians. And he took off their chariot wheels, that 
they drove them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from 
the face of Israel; for the Lord fighteth for them against the Egyptians.” 

And the Lord said to Moses, ‘‘Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that 
the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and 
upon their horsemen.” 

And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned 
to its strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against 
it; and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. And 
the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, even all 
the host of Pharaoh that went in after them into the sea; there remained 
not so much as one of them. 

But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; 
and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand, and on their left. 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; 
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. And Israel saw 
the great work which the Lord did upon the Egyptians, and the people 
feared the Lord: and they believed in the Lord, and in his servant Moses. 

For the horses of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with his horse- 
men into the sea, and the Lord brought again the waters of the sea upon 
them; but the children of Israel walked on dry land in the midst of the 
sea. And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in 
her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with 
dances. 

And Miriam sang :— 

THE SONG OF VICTORY 
Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously; 
The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 
Thy right hand, O Lord, dasheth in pieces the enemy. 
And in the greatness of thine excellency thou overthrowest 
them that rise up against thee: 
Thou sendest forth thy wrath, it consumeth them as stubble. 
And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were piled up, 
The floods stood upright as an heap; 
The deeps were congealed in the heart of the sea. 
The enemy said, 
“T will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil: 
My desire shall be satisfied upon them; 
I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.” 
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Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them: 

They sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? 

Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, 

Fearful in praises, doing wonders? 

Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, 

The earth swallowed them. 

Thou in thy mercy hast led the people which thou hast redeemed: 

Thou hast guided them in thy strength to thy holy habitation. 

The peoples have heard, they tremble: 

Pangs have taken hold on the inhabitants of Philistia. 

Then were the dukes of Edom amazed; 

The mighty men of Moab, trembling taketh hold upon them: 

All the inhabitants of Canaan are melted away. 

Terror and dread falleth upon them; 

By the greatness of thine arm they are as still as a stone; 

Till thy people pass over, O Lord, 

Till the people pass over which thou hast purchased. 

Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of 
thine inheritance, 

The place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, 

The sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established. 

The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. 


THE WANDERINGS IN THE WILDERNESS 
THE RED SEA IS LEFT BEHIND AND THE MARCH TO CANAAN IS BEGUN 
The Bitter Water of Marah 


And Moses led Israel onward from the Red Sea, and they went out into 
the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and 
found no water. And when they came to Marah, they could not drink 
of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was 
called ‘‘ Marah,” that is, bitter. 

And the people murmured against Moses, saying, “What shall we 
drink? 4 

And he cried to the Lord; and the Lord showed him a tree, and he cast 
it into the waters, and the waters were made sweet. There he made for 
them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them; and he said, 
“Tf thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt 
do that which is right in his eyes, and wilt give ear to his commandments, 
and keep all his statutes, I will put none of the diseases upon thee, which 
I have put upon the Egyptians: for I am the Lord that healeth thee.” 
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And they came to Elim, where were twelve springs of water, and three- 
score and ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the waters. 

And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the 
children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim 
and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing 
out of the land of Egypt. And the whole congregation of the children of 
Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness: and 
the children of Israel said unto them, “Would that we had died by the 
hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, 
when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this 
wilderness, to kill this whole multitude with hunger.” 


The Quails and the Manna 


Then said the Lord unto Moses, “‘ Behold, I will rain bread from heaven 
for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, 
that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or not. And 
it shall come to pass on the sixth day, that they shall prepare that which 
they bring in, and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.” 

And Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel, “‘At even, then 
ye shall know that the Lord hath brought you out from the land of Egypt: 
and in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the Lord; for that he 
heareth your murmurings against the Lord: and what are we, that ye 
murmur against us?”’ 

And Moses said unto Aaron, ‘‘Say to all the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Israel, “Come near before the Lord: for he hath heard your mur- 
murings.’”’ 

And it came to pass, as Aaron spoke unto the whole congregation of the 
children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, 
the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. And the Lord spoke to 
Moses, saying, “I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: 
speak unto them, saying, ‘At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning 
ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the Lord your 
God.’ 

And it came to pass at even, that the quails came up, and covered the 
camp: and in the morning the dew lay round about the camp. And 
when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilder- 
ness a small round thing, small as the hoar frost on the ground. And 
when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, ‘What is 
it?” for they knew not what it was. 

And Moses said to them, “It is the bread which the Lord hath given 
you to eat. This is the thing which the Lord hath commanded, ‘Gather 
ye of it every man according to his eating; an omer a head, according to 


BEDOUIN ENCAMPMENT NEAR CAPERNAUM 


From a photograph by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, and 
used by his kind permission 


We see here the typical ‘‘black tents” of the nomadic people of the East. So they 
looked doubtless in the days of the patriarchs. 

“Then, at call the women and children came, and unfolded the canvas from its packing 
on the camels. Who might do this but the women? Had they not sheared the hair from 
the brown goats of the flock? and twisted it into thread? and stitched the cloth together, 
making the perfect roof, dark brown in fact, though in the distance black as the tents of 
Kedar?”—Ben Hur. 
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the number of your persons, shall ye take it, every man for them which 
are in his tent.’”’ 

And the children of Israel did so, and gathered some more, some less. 
And Moses said unto them, “Let no man leave of it till the morning.” 

Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them 
left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Moses was 
wroth with them. And they gathered it morning by morning, every man 
according to his eating: and when the sun grew hot, it melted. And it 
came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, 
two omers for each one: and all the rulers of the congregation came and 
told Moses. And he said to them, “This is that which the Lord hath 
spoken, ‘To-morrow is a solemn rest, a holy sabbath unto the Lord: bake 
that which ye will bake, and boil that which ye will boil; and all that re- 
maineth over lay up for you to be kept until the morning.’”’ 

And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade: and it did not 
stink, neither was there any worm therein. And Moses said, “Eat that 
to-day; for to-day is a sabbath unto the Lord: to-day ye shall not find it 
in the field. Six days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day is the 
sabbath, in it there shall be none.”’ 

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that there went out some of 
the people to gather, and they found none. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, “How long refuse ye to keep my com- 
mandments and my laws? See, because the Lord hath given you the 
sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days; 
abide ye every man in his place, let no man go out of his place on the 
seventh day.” 

So the people rested on the seventh day. And the house of Israel called 
the name thereof “‘Manna’’: and it was like coriander seed, white; and 
the taste of it was like wafers made with honey. 

And Moses said, ‘‘ This is the thing which the Lord hath commanded, 
‘Let an omerful of it be kept for your generations; that they may see the 
bread wherewith I fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you forth 
from the land of Egypt.’”’ 

And Moses said unto Aaron, ‘‘ Take a pot, and put an omerful of manna 
therein, and lay it up before the Lord, to be kept for your generations.” 

As the Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron did. And the children of 
Israel ate the manna forty years, until they came to a land inhabited; 
they ate the manna, until they came to the borders of the land of Canaan. 


The Battle with Amalek at Rephidim 


Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. _And Moses 
said to Joshua, “Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: 
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tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God 
in mine hand.” 

So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and 
Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. And it came to 
pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he 
let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses’ hands were heavy; 
and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and 
Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other 
on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the 
sun. And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of 
the sword. 

And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovah my Ban- 
ner: and he said, “‘The Lord hath sworn: the Lord will have war with 
Amalek from generation to generation.” 


MOSES CLIMBS MOUNT SINAI TO TALK WITH GOD 
The Giving of the Commandments 


In the third month after the children of Israel had gone forth out of the 
land of Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai. And 
when they were departed from Rephidim, and were come to the wilderness 
of Sinai, they camped in the wilderness; and there Israel camped before 
the mount. And Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him out 
of the mountain, saying, “Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and 
tell the children of Israel; ‘Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, 
and how I bore you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself. Now 
therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure to me from among all peoples: for all the earth 
is mine: and ye shall be to me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.’ 
These are words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.’ 

And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and set before 
them all these words which the Lord commanded him. And all the people 
answered together, and said, ‘‘ All that the Lord hath spoken we will do.” 

And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet God; and 
they stood at the foot of the mount. And all Mount Sinai smoked, be- 
cause the Lord descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended 
as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly. And 
when the voice of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and 
God answered him by a voice. And the Lord came down upon Mount 
Sinai, to the top of the mount: and the Lord called Moses to the top of 
the mount; and Moses went up. 

And God spoke all these words, saying,— 
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THE COMMANDMENTS 


“J am the Lord, thy God, which brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 


I. 
“Thou shalt habe none other gods before me. 


ie 


“Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven image, nor the likeness of 
anp form that is tn heaben above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 
is in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself unto 
them, nor serve them: for J the Lord thy God ama jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, upon the third and upon the 
fourth generation of them that hate me; and shewwing merep unto thou- 
sands, of them that love me and keep mp commandments. 


Ti: 


“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thp God in vain; for the 
Lord will not hold him quiltless that taketh bis name in bain. 


lV; 


“Remember the sabbath dap, to keep it holp. Dix daps shalt thou 
labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh dap ts a sabbath unto the 
Lord thy Gov: in it thou shalt not do anp work, thou, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, thy manserbant, nor thp maidserbant, nor thp cattle, nor 
thy stranger that is within thp gates: for in six daps the Lord made 
Heaven and earth, the sea, and all that tn them ts, and rested the sebenth 
Day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 


Vi. 


“Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy daps map be long upon 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 


avis 
“Thou shalt not Gill. 
AWE 
“Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
Va aie 
“Thou shalt not steal. 
1. & 
“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 
Xe 


“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, thou shalt not cobet thy 
neighbor’s wife, nor his manserbant, nor his matdserbant, nor his ox, nor 
his ass, nor anp thing that is thy neighbor's.” 
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And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the voice 
of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, 
they trembled, and stood afar off. And they said to Moses, ‘Speak thou 
with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die.” 

And Moses said to the people, ‘‘Fear not: for God is come to prove you, 
and that his fear may be before you, that ye sin not.” 

And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near to the thick dark- 


ness where God was. 


(After a time of rebellion and suffering, the people obeyed the commands of God and 
of thei ir leaders. They built a tabernacle for worship, each one giving a freewill offering 
of the best he possessed for its construction.) 


THE PILLAR OF FIRE AND THE CLOUD OF SMOKE 


And on the day that the tabernacle was set up the cloud covered the 
tabernacle, even the tent of the testimony: and at even it was upon the 
tabernacle as it were the appearance of fire, until morning. So it was 
always: the cloud covered it, and the appearance of fire by night. And 
whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tent, then after that the 
children of Israel journeyed: and in the place where the cloud abode, 
there the children of Israel encamped. At the commandment of the Lord 
the children of Israel journeyed, and at the commandment of the Lord 
they encamped: as long as the cloud abode upon the tabernacle they 
remained encamped. And when the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle 
many days, then the children of Israel kept the charge of the Lord, and 
journeyed not. And sometimes the cloud was a few days upon the taber- 
nacle; then according to the commandment of the Lord they remained 
encamped, and according to the commandment of the Lord they jour- 
neyed. And sometimes the cloud was from evening until morning; and 
when the cloud was taken up in the morning, they journeyed: or if it 
continued by day and by night, when the cloud was taken up, they 
journeyed. 

Whether it were two days, or a month, or a year, that the cloud tarried 
upon the tabernacle, abiding thereon, the children of Israel remained 
encamped, and journeyed not: but when it was taken up, they journeyed. 
At the commandment of the Lord they encamped, and at the command- 
ment of the Lord they journeyed: they kept the charge of the Lord, at the 
commandment of the Lord by the hand of Moses. 


THE MARCH TO THE PROMISED LAND 
The Long Journey from Sinai Begins 
And it came to pass in the second year, in the second month, on the 
twentieth day of the month, that the cloud was taken up from over the 
tabernacle of the testimony. And the children of Israel set forward 
according to their journeys out of the wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud 
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abode in the wilderness of Paran. And they first took their journey 
according to the commandment of the Lord by the hand of Moses. 

And they set forward from the mount of the Lord three days’ journey; 
and the ark of the covenant of the Lord went before them three days’ 
journey, to seek out a resting place for them. And the cloud of the Lord 
was over them by day, when they set forward from the camp. 

And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moses said,— 

“Rise up, © Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered; 
And let them that hate thee flee before thee.” 
And when it rested he said,— 
“Return, © Lord, 
Gnto the ten thousands of the thousands of Jsrael.’’ 


THE SENDING OUT OF THE SPIES 
They Report “a Land Flowing with Milk and Honey’’ 


And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, ‘‘Send thou men, that they may 
spy out the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of 
every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a prince among 
them.” 

And Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran according to the 
commandment of the Lord: all of them men who were heads of the chil- 
dren of Israel. 

And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, 
“Get you up this way by the south, and go up into the mountains: and 
see the land, what it is; and the people that dwelleth therein, whether 
they are strong or weak, whether they are few or many; and what the 
land is that they dwell in, whether it is good or bad; and what cities they 
are that they dwell in, whether in camps, or in strong holds; and what 
the land is, whether it be fat or lean, whether there be wood therein, or 
not. And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land.” 

Now the time was the time of the first ripe grapes. So they went up, 
and spied out the land from the wilderness of Zin unto Rehob, to the en- 
tering in of Hamath. And they went up by the south, and came to 
Hebron; and the children of Anak were there. 

And they came unto the valley of Esheol, and cut down from thence 
a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bore it upon a staff between 
two; they brought also of the pomegranates, and of the figs. That place 
was called the valley of Eshcol (that is, “cluster’’). And they returned 
from spying out the land at the end of forty days. And they went and 
came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the children 
of Israel, to the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word 
unto them, and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the 
land. And they told him, and said, ‘‘We came unto the land whither 
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thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the 
fruit of it. Howbeit the people that dwell in the land are strong, and the 
cities are fortified and very great: and moreover we saw the children of 
Anak there. Amalek dwelleth in the land of the south: and the Hittite, 
and the Jebusite, and the Amorite, dwell in the mountains: and the 
Canaanite dwelleth by the sea, and along by the side of Jordan.” 

And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at 
once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.” 

But the men that went up with him said, “We are not able to go up 
against the people; for they are stronger than we.” 

And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had spied 
out unto the children of Israel, saying, “The land, through which we have 
gone to spy it out, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and 
all the people that we saw in it are men of great stature. And there we 
saw the giants, the sons of Anak: and we were in our own sight as grass- 
hoppers, and so we were in their sight.” 

And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people 
wept that night. And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses 
and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, “‘ Would 
God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in 
this wilderness! And wherefore doth the Lord bring us unto this land, 
to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones shall be a prey: were 
it not better for us to return into Egypt?” 

And they said one to another, ‘‘ Let us make a captain, and let us return 
into Egypt.” 

Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the 
congregation of the children of Israel. And Joshua the son of Nun and 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that spied out the land, 
rent their clothes: and they spoke unto all the congregation of the children 
of Israel, saying, “The land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an 
exceeding good land. If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into 
this land, and give it to us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. 
Only rebel not against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land; 
for they are bread for us: their defense is removed from over them, and 
the Lord is with us: fear them not.” 


WATER FROM THE ROCK 
Passage Through Edom Refused 


(The people refused to believe the report of the courageous spies, and their wanderings 
continued.) 


And the children of Israel, even the whole multitude, came into the 
wilderness of Zin in the first month: and the people abode in Kadesh; and 
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Miriam died there, and was buried there. And there was no water for the 
multitude: and they assembled themselves together against Moses and 
against Aaron. 

And the people strove with Moses, and spoke, saying, “Would God that 
we had died when our brethren died before the Lord! And why have ye 
brought the people of the Lord into this wilderness, that we should die 
there, we and our cattle? And wherefore have ye made us to come up out 
of Egypt, to bring us unto this evil place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, 
or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink.” 

And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the people to the door 
of the tent of meeting, and fell upon their faces: and the glory of the Lord 
appeared to them. And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Take the 
rod, and assemble the multitude, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak 
ye to the rock before their eyes, that it give forth its water; and thou 
shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the 
multitude and their cattle drink.” 

And Moses took the rod from before the Lord, as he commanded him. 
And Moses and Aaron gathered the people together before the rock, and 
he said unto them, “ Hear now, ye rebels; shall we bring you forth water 
out of this rock?” 

And Moses lifted up his hand, and smote the rock with his rod twice: 
and water came forth abundantly, and the multitude drank, and their 
cattle. And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘‘ Because ye believed 
not in me, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye 
shall not bring this people into the land which I have given them.”” These 
are the waters of Meribah (that is, strife); because the children of Israel 
strove with the Lord, and he was sanctified in them. 


THE BRAZEN SERPENT 
The Punishment for the Sins of the People 


And they journeyed from Mount Hor by the way to the Red Sea, to go 
around the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged 
because of the difficulties. And the people spoke against God, and 
against Moses, ‘‘ Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in 
the wilderness? for there is no bread, and there is no water; and our soul 
loatheth this bread of manna.” 

And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people; and many people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses, 
and said, ““We have sinned, because we have spoken against the Lord, 
and against thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents 


from us.” 
And Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said unto Moses, 
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“Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a standard: and it shall come 
to pass, that every one who is bitten, when he seeth it, shall live.” 

And Moses made a serpent of brass, and set it upon the standard: and 
it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he looked unto 
the serpent of brass, he lived. 


Battles by the Way 


And from thence they journeyed to Beer: that is the well whereof the 
Lord said unto Moses, ‘“‘Gather the people together, and I will give them 
water.” 

Then sang Israel this song :— 


THE SONG OF THE WELL 


“Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it: 
The well, which the princes digged, 
Which the nobles of the people delved, 
With the scepter, and with their staves.” 


And from the wilderness they journeyed past many places, to the top of 
Pisgah, which looketh down upon the desert. 

And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, saying, 
“Let me pass through thy land: we will not turn aside into field, or into 
vineyard; we will not drink of the water of the wells: we will go by the 
king’s highway, until we have passed thy border.’”’ And Sihon would not 
suffer Israel to pass through his border: but Sihon gathered all his people 
together, and went out against Israel into the wilderness, and came to 
Jahaz: and he fought against Israel. And Israel smote him with the edge 
of the sword, and possessed his land from Arnon unto Jabbok, even unto 
the children of Ammon: for the border of the children of Ammon was 
strong. 

And Israel took all these cities: and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the 
Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all the towns thereof. For Heshbon was the 
city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who had fought against the former 
king of Moab, and taken all his land out of his hand, even to Arnon. 

Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites. And Moses sent to spy 
out Jazer, and they took the towns thereof, and drove out the Amorites 
that were there. 

And they turned and went up by the way of Bashan: and Og the king of 
Bashan went out against them, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei. 
And the Lord said to Moses, “‘ Fear him not: for I have delivered him into 
thy hand, and all his people, and his land; and thou shalt do to him as 
thou didst to Sihon king of the Amorites, which dwelt at Heshbon.’’ 

So they smote him, and his sons, and all his people, until there was 
none left him remaining: and they possessed his land. 
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THE DEATH OF MOSES 
He Sees, but Cannot Enter, the Promised Land 


(After the Israelites had wandered for many years in the desert, they approached at 
last the river Jordan, on the borders of the promised land. Moses, their great hero and 
leader, was not permitted to cross the river, but, after giving the people his last words of 
advice, climbed the rugged slopes of Mount Nebo, and was never again seen by the eye 
of man.) 

And Moses went and spoke these words unto all Israel. And he said 
to them, “I am an hundred and twenty years old this day; I can no more 
go out and come in: and the Lord hath said to me, ‘Thou shalt not go over 
this Jordan.’ The Lord thy God, he will go over before thee; he will 
destroy these nations from before thee, and thou shalt possess them: and 
Joshua, he shall go over before thee, as the Lord hath spoken. And the 
Lord shall do unto them as he did to Sihon and to Og, the kings of the 
Amorites, and unto their land; whom he destroyed. And the Lord shall 
deliver them up before you, and ye shall do to them according unto all the 
commandment which I have commanded you. Be strong and of a good 
courage, fear not, nor be affrighted at them: for the Lord thy God, he it is 
that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.”’ 

And Moses called to Joshua, and said to him in the sight of all Israel, 
“Be strong and of a good courage: for thou shalt go with this people into 
the land which the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and 
thou shalt cause them to inherit it. And the Lord, he it is that doth go 
before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: 
fear not, neither be dismayed. 

“For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not too 
hard for thee, neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest 
say, ‘Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, and make us to 
hear it, that we may do it?’ Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou 
shouldest say, ‘Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, and 
make us to hear it, that we may do it?’ But the word is very nigh unto 
thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it. 

“‘See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil; 
in that I command thee this day to love the Lord thy God, to walk in his 
ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, 
that thou mayest live and multiply, and that the Lord thy God may bless 
thee in the land whither thou goest in to possess it. But if thine heart 
turn away, and thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship 
other gods, and serve them; I announce to you this day, that ye shall 
surely perish; ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou 
passest over Jordan to go in to possess it. I[ call heaven and earth to 
witness against you this day, that I have set before thee life and death, 
the blessing and the curse: therefore choose life, that thou mayest live, 


88 THE GOLDEN BOOK 


thou and thy families: to love the Lord thy God, to obey his voice, and 
to cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that 
thou mayest dwell in the land which the Lord swore unto thy fathers, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

And Moses made an end of speaking all these words to all Israel: and 
he said to them, ‘‘Set your heart to all the words which I testify to you 
this day; which ye shall command your children, to observe to do all the 
words of this law. For it is no vain thing for you; because it is your life, 
and through this thing ye shall prolong your days upon the land, whither 
ye go over Jordan to possess it.” 

And the Lord spoke to Moses that selfsame day, saying, “Get thee up 
into this mountain of Abarim, unto Mount Nebo, which is in the land of 
Moab, that is over against Jericho; and behold the land of Canaan, which 
I give unto the children of Israel for a possession: and die in the mount 
whither thou goest up; as Aaron thy brother died in Mount Hor: because 
ye trespassed against me in the midst of the children of Israel at the 
waters of Meribah of Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin; because ye sancti- 
fied me not in the midst of the children of Israel. For thou shalt see the 
land before thee; but thou shalt not go thither into the land which I give 
the children of Israel.” 

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the 
top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho. And the Lord showed him all 
the land of Gilead, as far as Dan; and all Naphtali, and the land of 
Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, to the western sea; 
and the South, and the Plain of the valley of Jericho the city of palm trees, 
as far as Zoar. And the Lord said to him, “This is the land which I swore 
unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it unto 
thy family’: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt 
not go over thither.” 

So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, 
according to the word of the Lord. And He buried him in the valley in 
the land of Moab over against Beth-peor: but no man knoweth of his 
sepulcher unto this day. 

And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye 
was not dim, nor his natural force abated. And the children of Israel 
wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days: so the days of weeping 
in the mourning for Moses were ended. 

And there hath not arisen a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, 
whom the Lord knew face to face; in all the signs and the wonders, which 
the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all his 
servants, and to all his land; and in all the mighty hand, and in all the 
great terror, which Moses wrought in the sight of all Israel. 


GENERAL VIEW OF MOUNT NEBO FROM THE SPRING 


From a photograph of the Palestine Exploration Fund and used by special permission 


Between the streams that in these valley bottoms spring fullborn from the rocks, and 
the merry cornfields on the plateau of Moab above, there are some thousand feet of slopes 
and gullies, where no foot comes; the rock is crumbling, and utter silence reigns, save for 
the west wind moaning through the thistles. Here Moses was laid. Who would wish to 
know the exact spot? The whole region is a sepulcher. 
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THE BURIAL OF MOSES 


By Nebo’s lonely mountain, 

On this side Jordan’s wave, 

In a vale in the land of Moab, 

There lies a lonely grave. 

And no man knows that sepulcher, 

And no man saw it e’er, 

For the angels of God upturned the sod, 
And laid the dead man there. 


That was the grandest funeral 

That ever passed on earth; 

But no man heard the trampling, 

Or saw the train go forth: 

Noiselessly as the daylight 

Comes back when night is done, 

And the crimson streak on ocean’s cheek 
Grows into the great sun; 


Noiselessly as the springtime 

Her crown of verdure weaves, 

And all the trees on all the hills 

Open their thousand leaves; 

So without sound of music 

Or voice of them that wept, 

Silently down from the mountain’s crown 
The great procession swept. 


Perchance that bald old eagle 

On gray Beth-peor’s height, 

Out of his lonely eyrie 

Looked on the wondrous sight: 
Perchance the lion, stalking, 

Still shuns that hallowed spot, 

For beast and bird have seen and heard 
That which man knoweth not. 


But when the warrior dieth, 

His comrades in the war, 

With arms reversed and muffled drum, 
Follow his funeral car; 

They show the banners taken, 

They tell his battles won, 

And after him lead his masterless steed, 
While peals the minute-gun. 


Amid the noblest of the land 

We lay the sage to rest, 

And give the bard an honored place, 

With costly marble drest, 

In the great minster transept 

Where lights like glories fall, 

And the organ rings and the sweet choir sings 
Along the emblazoned wall. 


This was the truest warrior 

That ever buckled sword, 

This the most gifted poet 

That ever breathed a word; 

And never earth’s philosopher 

Traced with his golden pen, 

On the deathless page, truths half so sage 
As he wrote down for men. 
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And had he not high honor,— 

The hillside for a pall, ; 

To lie in state while angels wait, 

With stars for tapers tall, 

And the dark rock-pines like tossing plumes 
Over his bier to wave, 

And God’s own hand, in that lonely land, 
To lay him in the grave? 


In that strange grave without a name, 
Whence his uncoffined clay 

Shall break again, O wondrous thought! 
Before the judgment day, 

And stand with glory wrapt around 

On the hills he never trod, 

And speak of the strife that won our life 
With the Incarnate Son of God. 


O, lonely grave in Moab’s land! 
O, dark Beth-peor’s hill! 
Speak to these curious hearts of ours, 
And teach them to be still. 
God hath his mysteries of grace, 
Ways that we cannot tell; 
He hides them deep, like the hidden sleep 
Of him he loved so well. 
—Cecil Frances Alexander. 


JOSHUA 


The Story of the Hero Whose Genius as a Warrior Won 
the Land of Canaan for Israel 


(The Israelites found the land of Canaan occupied by a fierce and warlike people with 
whom they fought many battles and waged long campaigns. The story of this warfare is 
filled with deeds of cruelty and violence, yet it is no more terrible than war has always 
been. We cannot understand why God has permitted so much suffering, but we know 
that in some cases at least the world has advanced in freedom through the loss and sacrifice 
of war. Even in war men have grown less cruel, and we may hope for the time when all 
war shall cease and men shall live together as brethren.) 


JOSHUA IS MADE CAPTAIN OF THE HOST 
Spies Are Sent to Jericho 


Now it came‘to pass after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, 
that the Lord spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, saying, ‘‘ Moses my servant 
is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, 
to the land which I give to them, even to the children of Israel. Every 
place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, to you have I given it, as 
I spoke to Moses. From the wilderness, and this Lebanon, even unto the 
great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to the 
great sea to the going down of the sun, shall be your border. There shall 
not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was 
with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
Be strong and of a good courage: for thou shalt cause this people to in- 
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herit the land which I swore unto their fathers to give them. Only be 
strong and very courageous, to observe to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right 
hand or to the left, that thou mayest have good success whithersoever thou 
goest. This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou 
shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. Have not I com- 
manded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not affrighted, neither 
be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest.” 

Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, “Pass 
through the midst of the camp, and command the people, saying, ‘Prepare 
you victuals; for within three days ye are to pass over this Jordan, to go 
in to possess the land, which the Lord your God giveth you to possess it.’ ”’ 

And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men as spies secretly, 
saying, “‘Go view the land, and Jericho.”” And they went, and came into 
the house of a woman whose name was Rahab, and lay there. And it was 
told the king of Jericho, saying, “‘ Behold, there came men in hither to-night 
of the children of Israel to search out the land.” 

And the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “‘Bring forth the men 
that are come to thee, which are entered into thine house: for they are 
come to search out all the land.”’ 

And the woman took the two men, and hid them; and she said, “‘ Yea, 
the men came unto me, but I knew not whence they were: and it came to 
pass about the time of the shutting of the gate, when it was dark, that the 
men went out: whither the men went I know not: pursue after them 
quickly; for ye shall overtake them.” 

But she had brought them up to the roof, and hid them with the stalks 
of flax, which she had laid in order upon the roof. And the men pursued 
after them along the way to Jordan to the fords: and as soon as those who 
pursued after them were gone out, they shut the gate. And before they 
were laid down, she came up to them upon the roof; and she said to the 
men, ‘‘I know that the Lord hath given you the land, and that the fear 
of you is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away 
before you. For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the 
Red Sea before you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto 
the two kings of the Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, unto Sihon and 
to Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. And as soon as we had heard it, our 
hearts melted, neither did there remain any more spirit in any man, be- 
cause of you: for the Lord your God, he is God in heaven above, and on 
earth beneath. Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the Lord, 
since I have dealt kindly with you, that ye also will deal kindly with my 
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father’s house, and give me a true token: and that ye will save alive my 
father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they 
have, and will deliver our lives from death.” 

And the men said to her, “‘Our life for yours, if ye speak not of this our 
business; and it shall be, when the Lord giveth us the land, that we will 
deal kindly and truly with thee.”’ 

Then she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house 
was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall. And she said to 
them, ‘‘Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers find you; and hide 
yourselves there three days, until the pursuers have returned: and after- 
ward may ye go your way.” 

And the men said unto her, “ We will be guiltless of this thine oath which 
thou hast made us to swear, unless, when we come into the land, thou shalt 
bind this line of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us down 
by: and thou shalt gather into the house thy father, and thy mother, and 
thy brethren, and all thy father’s household. And it shall be, that who- 
soever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the street, his blood shall 
be upon his head, and we will be guiltless: and whosoever shall be with 
thee in the house, his blood shall be on our head, if any hand be upon him. 
But if thou speak of this our business, then we will be guiltless of thine 
oath which thou hast made us to swear.” 

And she said, “‘According to your words, so be it.’”’ And she sent 
them away, and they departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the win- 
dow. 

And they went, and came to the mountain, and hid there three days, 
until the pursuers were returned: and the pursuers sought them through- 
out all the way, but found them not. Then the two men returned, and 
descended from the mountain, and passed over, and came to Joshua the 
son of Nun; and they told him all that had befallen them. And they said 
unto Joshua, “Truly the Lord hath delivered into our hands all the land; 
and moreover all the inhabitants of the land do melt away before us.” 


-THE PASSAGE OF THE JORDAN 
The Israelites Leave the Jordan Behind Them as They Left the Red Sea 


And Joshua rose up early in the morning, and they marcned from 
Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and all the children of Israel; and they 
lodged there before they passed over. And it came to pass after three 
days, that the officers went through the midst of the camp; and they 
commanded the people, saying, ‘“‘When ye see the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall 
advance from your place, and go after it. Yet there shall be a space 
between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not 
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near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go; for ye have 
not passed this way heretofore.” 

And Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify yourselves: for to-morrow the 
Lord will do wonders among you.”’ 

And Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of the cove- 
nant, and pass over before the people.”” And they took up the ark of the 
covenant, and went before the people. 

And the Lord said to Joshua, ‘“‘This day will I begin to magnify thee in 
the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so 
_I will be with thee. And thou shalt command the priests that bear the 

ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When ye are come to the brink of the waters 
of Jordan, ye shall stand still in Jordan.’”’ 

And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, ““Come hither, and hear the 
words of the Lord your God.” 

And Joshua said, ‘‘ Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among 
you, and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanite, 
and all the people of the land. Behold, the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan. Now there- 
fore take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, for every tribe a man. 
And it shall come to pass, when the soles of the feet of the priests that bear 
the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of 
Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be cut off, even the waters that 
come down from above; and they shail stand in one heap.”’ 

And it came to pass, when the people removed from their tents, to pass 
over Jordan, the priests that bore the ark of the covenant being before the 
people; and when they that bore the ark were come to Jordan, and the 
feet of the priests that bore the ark were dipped in the brink of the water 
(for Jordan overfloweth all its banks all the time of harvest), that the 
waters which came down from above stood, and rose up in one heap, a 
great way off, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan: and those that 
went down toward the Salt Sea were wholly cut off: and the people passed 
over right opposite Jericho. 

And the priests that bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood 
firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all Israel passed over on 
dry ground, until all the nation were passed wholly over Jordan. 


SIEGE AND CAPTURE OF JERICHO 
How the Walls of the City Fell Down © 


And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his 
eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his 
sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went to him, and said to him, “Art 
thou for us, or for our adversaries?’’ 
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And he said, “Nay; but as captain of the host of the Lord am I now 
come.” 

And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and worshiped, and said to 
him, “What saith my Lord to his servant?” And the captain of the 
Lord’s host said to Joshua, “Put off thy shoe from off thy foot; for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy.” 


And Joshua did so. 

Now Jericho was closely besieged by the children of Israel: none went 
out, and none came in. And the Lord said to Joshua, ‘‘See, I have given 
into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of 
valor. And ye shall march around the city, all the men of war, going 
about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days. And seven priests 
shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark: and the seventh 
day ye shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow 
the trumpets. And it shall be, that when they make a long blast with the 
ram’s horn, and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people 
shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down 
flat, and the people shall go up every man straight before him.” 

And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto them, 
“Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trum- 
pets of rams’ horns before the ark of the Lord.” 

And they said unto the people, ‘‘Pass on, and march around the city, 
and let the armed men pass on before the ark of the Lord.” 

And it was so, that when Joshua had spoken unto the people, the seven 
priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the Lord passed 
on, and blew the trumpets: and the ark of the covenant of the Lord fol- 
lowed them. And the armed men went before the priests that blew the 
trumpets, and the rear guard went after the ark, the priests blowing the 
trumpets as they went. 

And Joshua commanded the people, saying, ‘‘ Ye shall not shout, nor 
let your voice be heard, neither shall any word proceed out of your mouth, 
until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye shout.” 

So he caused the ark of the Lord to pass around the city, going about it 
once: and they came into the camp, and lodged in the camp. 

And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark 
of the Lord. And the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ 
horns before the ark of the Lord went on continually, and blew the trum- 
pets: and the armed men went before them; and the rear guard came 
after the ark of the Lord, the priests blowing the trumpets as they went. 

And the second day they marched around the city once, and returned 
into the camp: so they did six days. And it came to pass on the seventh 
day, that they rose early at the dawning of the day, and marched around 
the city after the same manner seven times. And it came to pass at the 
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seventh time, when the priests blew the trumpets, Joshua said to the 
people, “Shout! for the Lord hath given you the city. And the city shall 
be devoted, even it and all that is therein, to the Lord: only Rahab shall 
live, she and_all that are with her in the house, because she hid the mes- 
sengers that we sent. And ye, be sure to keep yourselves from the de- 
voted thing, lest when ye have devoted it, ye take of the devoted thing; 
so should ye make the camp of Israel accursed, and trouble it. But all 
the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are holy unto the Lord: 
they shall come into the treasury of the Lord.” 

So the people shouted, and the priests blew the trumpets: and it came 
to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, that the people 
shouted with a great shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the people 
went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the 
city. And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and 
woman, both young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge 
of the sword. 

And Joshua said unto the two men that had spied out the land, “Go 
into Rahab’s house, and bring out thence the woman, and all that she 
hath, as ye swore unto her.’”? And the young men who were the spies 
went in, and brought out Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and her 
brethren, and all that she had, all her kindred also they brought out; and 
they set them without the camp of Israel. 

And they burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein: only the 
silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron, they put into the 
treasury of the house of the Lord. 

But Rahab and her father’s household, and all that she had, did Joshua 
save alive; and she dwelt in the midst of Israel, to this day; because she 
hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 


THE FALL OF JERICHO 


Sound, sound for ever, Clarions of Thought! 
When Joshua ’gainst the high-walled city fought, 
He marched around it with his banners high, 
His troops in serried order following nigh. 

But not a sword was drawn, no shaft outsprang, 
Only the trumpets the shrill onset rang. — 

At the first blast, smiled scornfully the king, 
And at the second sneered, half wonderingly: 
“Hop’st thou with noise my stronghold to break down?” 
At the third round, the ark of old renown 

Swept forward, still the trumpets sounding loud, 
And then the troops with ensigns waving proud. 
Stepped out upon the old walls children dark 
With horns to mock the notes and hoot the ark. 


At the fourth turn, braving the Israelites, 
Women appeared upon the crenelated heights— 
Those battlements embrowned with age and rust— 
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And hurled upon the Hebrews stones and dust, 

And spun and sang when weary of the game. 

At the fifth circuit came the blind and lame, 

And with wild uproar clamorous and high 

Railed at the clarion ringing to the sky. 

At the sixth time, upon a towevt’s tall crest, 

So high that there the eagle built his nest, 

So hard that on it lightning lit in vain, 

Appeared in merriment the king again: 

“These Hebrew Jews musicians are, me-seems!” 

He scoffed, loud laughing, “but they live on dreams.” 

The princes laughed, submissive to the king, 

Laughed all the courtiers in their glittering ring, 

And thence the laughter spread through all the town. 

At the seventh blast—the city walls fell down. 
—Victor Hugo. 


THE LAST ADDRESSES OF JOSHUA TO THE PEOPLE 
Words of Warning and Advice 


And it came to pass after many days, when the Lord had given rest 
unto Israel from all their enemies round about, and Joshua was old; that 
Joshua called for all Israel, for their elders and for their heads, and for 
their judges and for their officers, and said to them, “I am old and well 
stricken in years: and we have seen all that the Lord your God hath done 
unto all these nations because of you; for the Lord your God, he it is 
that hath fought for you. 

“Therefore be ye very courageous to keep and to do all that is written 
in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn not aside therefrom to the 
right hand or to the left; that ye come not among these nations, these 
that remain among you; neither make mention of the name of their gods, 
nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow down yourselves 
to them; but be loyal to the Lord your God, as ye have done unto this day. 

“For the Lord hath driven out from before you great nations and strong: 
but as for you, no man hath stood before you unto this day. One man of 
you shall chase a thousand; for the Lord your God, he it is that fighteth 
for you, as he Spoke unto you. Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, 
that ye love the Lord your God.” 

And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for 
the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their 
officers; and they presented themselves before God. 

And Joshua said unto all the people, ‘‘Thus saith the Lord, the God of 
Israel, ‘Fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in truth; and put 
away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River, and in Egypt; 
and serve ye the Lord.’ And if it seem evil to you to serve the Lord, 
choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your 
fathers served that were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, 
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in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” 

And the people answered and said, “Far be it from us that we should 
forsake the Lord, to serve other gods; for the Lord our God, he it is that 
brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage, and that did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in 
all the way wherein we went, and among all the peoples through the midst 
of whom we passed; and the Lord drove out from before us all the peoples, 
even the Amorites that dwelt in the land: therefore we also will serve the 
Lord; for he is our God.”’ 

And Joshua said unto the people, “Ye are not able to serve the Lord; 
for he is a holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your trans- 
gression nor your sins. If ye forsake the Lord, and serve foreign gods, 
then he will turn and do you evil, and consume you, after that he hath 
done you good.” 

And the people said unto Joshua, “Nay; but we will serve the Lord.” 

And Joshua said unto the people, “Ye are witnesses against yourselves 
that ye have chosen you the Lord, to serve him.” 

And they said, ‘‘We are witnesses.”’ 


THE DEATH OF JOSHUA 
The Great Captoin Is Laid at Rest 


And after many years of fighting, and many victories, Joshua the son of 
Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, being an hundred and ten years old. 
And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, 
which is in the hill country of Ephraim, on the north of the mountain of 
Gaash. And Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the 
days of the elders that outlived Joshua, and had known all the work of the 
Lord, that he had wrought for Israel. 


The Judges 


After the death of Foshua there followed a long period of unrest and 
fighting. The land was by no means conquered. SMlanp times the IS- 
taclites twere oppressed by the neighboring people, and all but twiped out 
of existence. Wut each time a hero arose who overthrew the oppressor, 
anv became the leader or judge, as the office was called, of the people. 
These leaders were not all of the highest character, but thep served to 
hold the nation together, and to preserve tt from extinction, During this 
period of trouble and unrest. 
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GIDEON 


The Story of a Brave Man Who Freed His People From Oppression 


(There was a time when every year one of the tribes of the desert which lies south and 
east of Palestine raided the farms and pastures of the Israelites, plundering and burning, 
and carrying off the crops and herds.) 

The Midianites came up with their cattle and their tents, they came in as 
locusts for multitude; both they and their camels were without number: 
and they came into the land to destroy it. And Israel was brought very 
low because of Midian; and the children of Israel cried unto the Lord. 

And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto the Lord 
because of Midian, that the Lord sent a prophet to the children of Israel: 
and he said unto them, ‘‘ Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I brought 
you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of bondage; 
and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand 
of all that oppressed you, and drove them out from before you, and gave 
you their land; and I said to you, I am the Lord your God; ye shall not 
fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but ye have not 
hearkened unto my voice.’”’ 

And the angel of the Lord came, and sat under the oak which was in 
Ophrah, which was on the land of Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon 
was beating out wheat in the wine press, to hide it from the Midianites. 
And the angel of the Lord appeared to him, and said to him, “The Lord 
is with thee, thou mighty man of valor.” 

And Gideon said to him, “‘O my lord, if the Lord is with us, why then 
is all this befallen us? and where are all his wondrous works of which our 
fathers told us, saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?’ but 
now the Lord hath cast us off, and delivered us into the hand of Midian.” 
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And the Lord looked upon him, and said, “Go in thy might, and save 
Israel from the hand of Midian: have not I sent thee?” 

And he said to him, “‘O Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my 
family is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.”’ 

And the Lord said unto him, “Surely I will be with thee, and thou 
shalt smite the Midianites as one man.” 

And he said unto him, “If now I have found grace in thy sight, then 
show me a sign that it is thou that talkest with me. Depart not hence, 
I pray thee, until I come to thee, and bring forth my present, and lay it 
before thee.” 

And he said, “I will tarry until thou come again.” 

And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and unleavened cakes of 
an ephah of meal: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth ina 
pot, and brought it out to him under the oak, and presented it. And the 
angel of God said unto him, ‘‘Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, 
and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth.” 

And he did so. Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end of the 
staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; 
and there went up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the un- 
leavened cakes; and the angel of the Lord departed out of his sight. And 
Gideon saw that he was the angel of the Lord; and Gideon said, “Alas, 
O Lord God! because I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face.” 

And the Lord said unto him, “Peace be to thee; fear not: thou shalt 
not die.”’ 

Then Gideon built an altar there to the Lord, and called it “Jehovah is 
Peace’’: to this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said to him, ‘Take 
thy father’s bullock, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father 
hath, and cut down the pillar that is by it: and build an altar to the 
Lord thy God upon the top of this stronghold, in the proper manner, 
and take a bullock, and offer a burnt offering with the wocd of the pillar 
which thou shalt cut down.”’ Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, 
and did as the Lord had spoken to him: and it came to pass, because he 
feared his father’s household and the men of the city, so that he dared not 
do it by day, that he did it by night. And when the men of the city arose 
early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was broken down, and the 
pillar was cut down that was by it, and the bullock was offered upon the 
altar that was built. And they said one to another, “Who hath done this 
thing?’”? And when they inquired and asked, they said, “Gideon the son 
of Joash hath done this thing.” 

Then the men of the city said to Joash, “Bring out thy son, that he 
may die: because he hath broken down the altar of Baal, and because he 
hath cut down the pillar that was by it.” 
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And Joash said to all that stood against him, “Will ye plead for Baal? 
or will ye save him? he that will plead for him, let him be put to death 
whilst it is yet morning: if he be a god, let him plead for himself, because 
one hath broken down his altar.” 

Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, that is, ‘‘ Let Baal plead.” 


How a Few Brave Men Saved the Nation 


Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east 
assembled themselves together; and they passed over, and camped in the 
valley of Jezreel. But the spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon; and he 
blew a trumpet; and the men of Abiezer were gathered together after 
him. And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh; and they also 
were gathered together after him: and he sent messengers to Asher, and 
to Zebulun, and to Naphtali; and they came up to meet them. And 
Gideon said to God, “If thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast 
spoken, behold, I will put a fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if there 
be dew on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the ground, then shall I 
know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast spoken.” 

And it was so: for he rose up early on the morrow, and pressed the 
fleece together, and wrung the dew out of the fleece, a bowlful of water. 

And Gideon said to God, ‘Let not thine anger be kindled against me, 
and I will speak but this once: let me prove, I pray thee, but this once 
with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the 
ground let there be dew.” 

And God did so that night: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and 
there was dew on all the ground. 

Then Jerubbaal (which is another name for Gideon), and all the people 
that were with him, rose up early, and camped beside the spring of Harod: 
and the camp of Midian was on the north side of them, by the hill of 
Moreh, in the valley. 

And the Lord said to Gideon, “‘The people that are with thee are too 
many for me to give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast 
themselves against me, saying, ‘Mine own hand hath saved me.’ Now 
therefore, proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whosoever is fearful 
and trembling, let him return and depart from Mount Gilead.’”’ 

And there returned of the people twenty and two thousand; and there 
remained ten thousand. 

And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are yet too many; bring 
them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee there: and it shall 
be, that of whom I say unto thee, ‘These shall go with thee,’ the same shall 
go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto thee, ‘These shall not go with 
thee,’ the same shall not gp.” 


So he brought down the people unto the water: and the Lord said unto 


SPRING OF GIDEON AT THE FOOT OF MOUNT GILBOA 


From a photograph taken by Mr. Louis L. Tribus, Consulting Engineer and Commissioner 
of Public Works of the Borough of Richmond, City of New York 


The “well of Harod,” now called “Ain Julud,” bursts some fifteen feet broad and two 
feet deep from the very foot of Gilboa, and mainly out of it but fed also by two other springs 
flows a stream considerable enough to work six or seven mills. Anybody who has looked 
across the scene can appreciate the suitability of the test which Gideon here imposed upon 
his men. The stream which makes it possible for the occupiers of the hill to hold also the 
well against an enemy on the plain, forbids them to be careless in the use of the water; for 
they drink in the face of that enemy, and the reeds and shrubs which mark its course afford 
ample cover for hostile ambushes. Those Israelites, thus, who bowed themselves down on 
their knees, drinking headlong, did not appreciate their position or the foe, whereas those 
who merely crouched, lapping up the water with one hand while they held their weapons in 
the other and kept their faces to the enemy, were aware of the danger, and had heerts ready 
against all surprise. 
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Gideon, “Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog 
lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth 
down upon his knees to drink.” 

And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, 
was three hundred men: but all the rest of the people bowed down upon 
their knees to drink water. 

And the Lord said unto Gideon, “‘ By the three hundred men that lapped 
will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand: and let all the 
people go every man to his place.” 

So the people took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets: and he 
sent all the men of Israel every man to his tent, but retained the three 
hundred men: and the camp of Midian was beneath him in the valley. 

And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said to him, “Arise, 
get thee down into the camp; for I have delivered it into thine hand. 
But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Purah thy servant down to the 
camp: and thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall thine 
hands be strengthened to go down into the camp.”’ 

Then went he down with Purah his servant to the outermost part of the 
armed men that were in the camp. And the Midianites and the Amale- 
kites and all the children of the east lay along in the valley like locusts for 
multitude; and their camels were without number, as the sand which is 
upon the sea shore for multitude. And when Gideon was come, behold, 
there was a man that told a dream to his fellow, and said, “Behold, I 
dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp 
of Midian, and came to the tent, and smote it that it fell, and turned it 
upside down, that the tent lay flat.’’ 

And his fellow answered and said, “‘ This is nothing else save the sword 
of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel: into his hand God hath de- 
livered Midian, and all the host.” 

And when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation 
thereof, he worshiped; and returned into the camp of Israel, and said, 
“Arise; for the Lord hath delivered into your hand the host of Midian.” 

And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put 
into the hands of all of them trumpets, and empty pitchers, with torches 
within the pitchers. And he said to them, “Look on me, and do likewise: 
and, behold, when I come to the outermost part of the camp, it shall be 
that, as I do, so shall ye do. When I blow the trumpet, I and all that are 
with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, 
and say,— 

“* For the Lord and for Gideon’ ”’ 

So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the 
outermost part of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch, when 
they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and broke 


106 THE GOLDEN BOOK 


in pieces the pitchers that were in their hands. And the three companies 
blew the trumpets, and broke the pitchers, and held the torches in their 
left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow wherewith: and 
they cried, “The sword of the Lord and of Gideon.” 

And they stood every man in his place round about the camp: and all 
the host ran; and they shouted, and put them to flight. And they blew 
the three hundred trumpets, and the Lord set every man’s sword against 
his fellow, and against all the host: and the host fled in confusion. And 
the men of Israel were gathered together out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, 
and out of all Manasseh, and pursued after Midian. And Gideon sent 
messengers throughout all the hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come 
down against Midian, and hold the fords as far as the fords of Jordan.” 
So all the men of Ephraim were gathered together, and held the fords as 
far as the fords of Jordan. And they took the two princes of Midian, 
Oreb and Zeeb; and they slew Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they 
slew at the wine press of Zeeb, and pursued Midian: and they brought 
the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon beyond Jordan. 

Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, “‘ Rule thou over us, both thou, 
and thy son, and thy son’s son also: for thou hast saved us out of the hand 
of Midian.”’ 

And Gideon said unto them, “‘I will not rule over you, neither shall my 
son rule over you: the Lord shall rule over you.” 

So Midian was subdued before the children of Israel, and they lifted 
up their heads no more. And the land had rest forty years in the days of 
Gideon. 

And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age, and was buried in 
the sepulcher of Joash his father, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 


SAMUEL 


The Story of a Man Who Began to Do Right When He Was a Boy, 
and Who Never Departed from the Way in Which He Began 


_ (Samuel is one of the finest characters in the Old Testament. In the midst of evil 
times, and in contact with evil men, he never departed from the strict way of truth and 
righteousness and service to God. Samuel was fortunate in having an excellent mother. 
She dedicated her son to God, and gave him very early to the service of God. She loved 
him very much, and no doubt missed him very much from the home. Every year she 
went to see him, and brought him a little coat which she had made. 

“But Samuel ministered before the Lord, being a child. Moreover his mother made 
him a little robe, and brought it to him from year to year, when she came up with her 
husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.’’) 


HOW SAMUEL LEARNED TO OBEY THE VOICE OF GOD 
How God Called to a Little Child 


And the child Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli. And the word 
of the Lord was precious in those days; there was no open vision. And it 


THE INFANT SAMUEL 
By Sir Joshua Reynolds (1723-1792) 


This picture is in the National Gallery, London 


The great distinction of Sir Joshua Reynolds’ art, the characteristic which sets it 
apart from that of any one else, is its variety. In the variety which comes naturally 
from a mind always active, always interested, always taking a new initiative, no painter 
of his age approached him. Every picture he painted, even when it was only a head, 
represented a conscious exertion of the mind. It is probable that in their early freshness 
his pictures had a splendor of color unsurpassed even by Titian. 
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came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his place (now his 
eyes had begun to grow dim, so that he could not see), and the lamp of 
God was not yet gone out, and Samuel was laid down to sleep, in the temple 
of the Lord, where the ark of God was; that the Lord called Samuel: and 
he said, ‘‘ Here am I.” 

And he ran to Eli, and said, ‘“‘Here am I; for thou calledst me.” 

And he said, “I called not; lie down again.” 

And he went and lay down. And the Lord called yet again, “Samuel.’’ 

And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here am I; for thou 
calledst me.”’ 

And he answered, “I called not, my son; lie down again.” 

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the word of the 
Lord yet revealed to him. And the Lord called Samuel again the third 
time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, ““Here am I; for thou 
calledst me.” 

And Eli perceived that the Lord had called the child. Therefore Eli 
said to Samuel, ‘‘Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou 
shalt say, ‘Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth.’ ”’ 

So Samuel went and lay down in his place. And the Lord came, and 
stood, and called as at other times, “Samuel, Samuel.” 

Then Samuel said, ‘‘Speak; for thy servant heareth.” 

And the Lord said, “‘ Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both 
the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. In that day I will per- 
form against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from the 
beginning even unto the end. For I have told him that I will judge his 
house for ever, for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons did bring 
a curse upon themselves, and he restrained them not. And therefore I 
have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not 
be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever.”’ 

And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors of the house 
of the Lord. And Samuel feared to show Eli the vision. Then Eli called 
Samuel, and said, “‘Samuel, my son.” 

And he said, “‘ Here am I.” 

And he said, ‘‘ What is the thing that the Lord hath spoken unto thee? 
I pray thee hide it not from me: God do so to thee, and more also, if thou 
hide anything from me of all the things that he spoke unto thee.” 

And Samuel told him every word, and hid nothing from him. And he 
said, ‘It is the Lord: let him do what seemeth him good.” 

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and let none of his words 
fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan even to Beer-sheba knew 
that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the Lord. 
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HOW THE WICKEDNESS OF THE LEADERS BROUGHT 
SORE DEFEAT UPON ISRAEL AND HOW ELI DIED 
WHEN HE HEARD THE NEWS 


“The Ark of God is Taken” 


Now Israel went out against the Philistines to battle, and camped beside 
Eben-ezer: and the Philistines camped in Aphek. And the Philistines 
put themselves in array against Israel: and when they joined battle, 
Israel was smitten before the Philistines: and they slew of the army in the 
field about four thousand men. 

And when the people were come into the camp, the elders of Israel said, 
‘Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us to-day before the Philistines? Let 
us fetch the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of Shiloh unto us, that it 
may come among us, and save us out of the hand of our enemies.” 

So the people sent to Shiloh, and they brought from thence the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of hosts, which sitteth upon the cherubim: and the 
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the 
covenant of God. And when the ark of the covenant of the Lord came 
into the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, so that the earth rang 
again. And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they said, 
“What meaneth the noise of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews?” 

And they understood that the ark of the Lord was come into the camp. 
And the Philistines were afraid, for they said, “God is come into the 
camp.” And they said, “‘Woe unto us! for there hath not been such a 
thing heretofore. Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of 
these mighty gods? these are the gods that smote the Egyptians with all 
manner of plagues in the wilderness. Be strong, and quit yourselves like 
men, O ye Philistines, that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews, as they 
have been to you: quit yourselves like men, and fight.” 

And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and they fled every 
man to his tent: and there was a very great slaughter; for there fell of 
Israel thirty thousand footmen. And the ark of God was taken; and the 
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain. And there ran a man of 
Benjamin out of the army, and came to Shiloh the same day with his 
clothes rent, and with earth upon his head. And when he came, lo, Eli 
sat upon his seat by the wayside watching: for his heart trembled for the 
ark of God. And when the man came into the city, and told it, all the city 
cried out. And when Eli heard the noise of the erying, he said, “What 
meaneth the noise of this tumult?” 

And the man hasted, and came and told Eli. Now Eli was ninety and 
eight years old; and his eyes were set, that he could not see. 

And the man said unto Eli, “I am he that came out of the army, and I 
fled to-day out of the army.” 
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And he said, ‘‘ How went the matter, my son?” 

And he that brought the tidings answered and said, “Israel is fled before 
the Philistines, and there hath been also a great slaughter among the 
people, and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark 
of God is taken.” 

And it came to pass, when he made mention of the ark of God, that he 
fell from off his seat backward by the side of the gate, and his neck broke, 
and he died: for he was an old man, and heavy. And he had judged Israel 
forty years. 


The Great Rings 


After the judges came the kings. There were manp kings in Jsraet’s 
history, but the first three were reallp the greatest. Saul was the founder 
of the kingdom, a mighty king it spite of bis faults. David made the 
nation great because he was great himself. Solomon bp his wisdom and 
skill raised Jsracl to such wealth and splendor as it never had before 
nor after. 

ef- 


SAUL 
The Story of the Farmer Who Became King 


(Samuel was the last and the best of the Judges of Israel. He conquered the Philis- 
tines, and for many years the land had peace. He was a “circuit judge,” going from dis- 
trict to district. As he grew old he attempted to put his sons in his place, but they were 
not like their father. They took bribes and did that which was evil. Then the people 
demanded a king. How Samuel at first resisted, but at least yielded and anointed Saul 
as king, is told in the following story.) 


THE PEOPLE DEMAND A KING TO RULE OVER THEM 
Samuel Warns Them of the Dangers of a Kingdom 


After a great victory over the Philistines, Samuel took a stone, and set 
it between Mizpah and Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer (that is, 
the stone of help), saying, “‘ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.’’ 

So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more within the 
border of Israel: and the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all 
the days of Samuel. 

And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. And he went from 
year to year in circuit to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and Mizpah; and he judged 
Israel in all those places. And his return was to Ramah, for there was his 
house; and there he judged Israel: and he built there an altar unto the 
Lord. ; 

And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made his sons judges 
over Israel. Now the name of his firstborn was Joel; and the name of his 
second, Abijah: they were judges in Beer-sheba. And his sons walked not 
in his ways, but turned aside after money, and took bribes, and perverted 
judgment. 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to 
Samuel unto Ramah: and they said to him, “ Behold, thou art old, and thy 
sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the 
nations.” 


WINNOWING IN THE LANDS OF THE BIBLE 


From a photograph taken by Mrs. Louise Seymour Houghton, 
and used by her kind permission 


In the Hast, after the grain is threshed out by the trampling of cattle or by driving over 
it with sledges, it is tossed up in the air by a kind of fork. The wind blows the light chaff 
away, while the heavier grain falls in a heap. This explains many of the allusions in the 
Bible. 
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But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, “Give us a king to 
judge us.” 

And Samuel prayed unto the Lord. And the Lord said unto Samuel, 
“Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for 
they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not 
be king over them. According to all the works which they have done 
since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, in that 
they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also to thee. 
Now therefore hearken to their voice: howbeit thou shalt protest solemnly 
to them, and shalt show them the manner of the king that shall reign over 
them.”’ 

And Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto the people that asked of 
him aking. And he said, “This will be the manner of the king that shall 
reign over you: he will take your sons, and appoint them unto him, for 
his chariots, and to be his horsemen; and they shall run before his chariots: 
and he will appoint them for captains of thousands, and captains of fifties; 
and he will set some to plow his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to 
make his instruments of war, and the instruments of his chariots. And 
he will take your daughters to be confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to 
be bakers. And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your 
oliveyards, even the best of them, and give them to his servants. And he 
will take the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his 
officers, and to his servants. And he will take your menservants, and 
your maidservants, and your goodliest young men, and your asses, and put 
them to his work. He will take the tenth of your flocks: and ye shall be 
his servants. And ye shall ery out in that day because of your king which 
ye shall have chosen you; and the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 

But the people refused to hearken to the voice of Samuel; and they said, 
“Nay; but we will have a king over us; that we also may be like all the 
nations; and that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight 
our battles.”’ 

And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he repeated them in 
the ears of the Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, “ Hearken to their 
voice, and make them a king.” 

And Samuel said to the men of Israel, “‘Go ye every man unto his city.” 


SAUL IS PUBLICLY PROCLAIMED KING 
“God Save the King!” 


And Samuel called the people together to the Lord to Mizpah; and he 
said to the children of Israel, “‘Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, I 
brought up Israel out of Egypt, and I delivered you out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and out of the hand of all the kingdoms that oppressed you: 
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but ye have this day rejected your God, who himself saveth you out of all 
your calamities and your distresses; and ye have said to him, ‘Nay, but 
set a king over us.’ Now therefore present yourselves before the Lord by 
your tribes, and by your thousands.” 

So Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Ben- 
jamin was chosen. And he brought the tribe of Benjamin near by their 
families, and the family of the Matrites was chosen: and Saul the son of 
Kish was chosen; but when they sought him, he could not be found. 
Therefore they asked of the Lord further, “Is the man yet come hither?” 

And the Lord answered, “‘ Behold, he hath hid himself in the camp.” 

And they ran and fetched him thence; and when he stood among the 
people, he was higher than any of the people from his shoulders and up- 
ward. And Samuel said to all the people, ““See ye him whom the Lord 
hath chosen, that there is none like him among all the people?” 

And all the people shouted, and said,— 


“@od sabe the king!’’ 


Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, and wrote it 
in a book, and laid it up before the Lord. And Samuel sent all the people 
away, every man to his house. And Saul also went to his house to Gibeah; 
and there went with him the host, whose hearts God had touched. 

But certain worthless fellows said, “‘ How shall this man save us?” 

And they despised him, and brought him no present. But he held his 
peace. 


SAUL IS TRIED AND IS NOT FOUND WANTING 
The First Battle of the New King 


Then Nahash the Ammonite came up, and encamped against Jabesh- 
gilead: and all the men of Jabesh said to Nahash, “Make a covenant with 
us, and we will serve thee.”’ 

And Nahash the Ammonite said unto them, ‘On this condition will I 
make it with you, that all your right eyes be put out; and I will lay it for 
a reproach upon all Israel.” 

And the elders of Jabesh said to him, “‘Give us seven days’ respite, that 
we may send messengers to all the borders of Israel: and then, if there be 
none to save us, we will come out to thee.” 

Then came the messengers to Gibeah of Saul, and spoke these words 
in the ears of the people: and all the people lifted up their voice, and 
wept. And, behold, Saul came following the oxen out of the field; and 
Saul said, “What aileth the people that they weep?” 

And they told him the words of the men of Jabesh. And the spirit of 
God came mightily upon Saul when he heard those words, and his anger 
was kindled greatly. And he took a yoke of oxen, and cut them in pieces, 
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and sent them throughout all the borders of Israel by the hand of mes- 
sengers, saying, ““ Whosoever cometh not forth after Saul and after Samuel, 
so shall it be done to his oxen.” 

And the dread of the Lord fell on the people, and they came out as one 
man. And he numbered them in Bezek; and the children of Israel were 
three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah thirty thousand. And 
they said to the messengers that came, ‘‘Thus shall ye say unto the men 
of Jabesh-gilead, ‘To-morrow, by the time the sun is hot, ye shall have 
deliverance.’ ” 

And the messengers came and told the men of Jabesh; and they were 
glad. Therefore the men of Jabesh said, “To-morrow we will come out 
unto you, and ye shall do with us all that seemeth good unto you.” 

And it was so on the morrow, that Saul put the people in three com- 
panies; and they came into the midst of the camp in the morning watch, 
and smote the Ammonites until the heat of day: and it came to pass, that 
they which remained were scattered, so that two of them were not left 
together. 

And the people said to Samuel, ‘ Who is he that said, ‘Shall Saul reign 
over us?’ bring the men, that we may put them to death.” 

And Saul said, “There shall not a man be put to death this day: for 
to-day the Lord hath wrought deliverance in Israel.” 


THE DISOBEDIENCE OF SAUL 
“To Obey Is Better than Sacrifice’ 


And Samuel said to Saul, ‘‘The Lord sent me to anoint thee to be king 
over his people, over Israel: now therefore hearken thou to the voice of 
the words of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, ‘I have marked that 
which Amalek did to Israel, how he set himself against him in the way, 
when he came up out of Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly 
destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and 
woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.’ ” 

And Saul summoned the people, and numbered them in Telaim, two 
hundred thousand footmen, and ten thousand men of Judah. And Saul 
came to the city of Amalek, and laid wait in the valley. And Saul said 
unto the Kenites, “Go, depart, get you down from among the Amalek- 
ites, lest I destroy you with them: for ye showed kindness to all the chil- 
dren of Israel, when they came up out of Egypt.” 

So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites, and Saul smote 
the Amalekites and defeated them. And he took Agag the king of the 
Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of 
the sword. But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the 
sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was 
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good, and would not utterly destroy them: but everything that was use- 
less and refuse, that they destroyed utterly. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto Samuel, saying, “It repenteth me 
that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back from following 
me, and hath not performed my commandments.” 

And Samuel was wroth; and he cried to the Lord all night. And Sam- 
uel rose early to meet Saul in the morning; and it was told Samuel, saying, 
“Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he set him up a monument, and is 
gone about, and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal.’”” And Samuel came 
to Saul: and Saul said to him, “Blessed be thou of the Lord: I have per- 
formed the commandment of the Lord.” 

And Samuel said, “‘What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in 
mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?” 

And Saul said, “‘They have brought them from the Amalekites: for the 
people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice to the Lord 
thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.” 

Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stay, and I will tell thee what the Lord 
hath said to me this night.” 

And he said unto him, “Say on.” 

And Samuel said, “‘Though thou wast little in thine own sight, wast 
thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel? And the Lord anointed 
thee king over Israel; and the Lord sent thee on a journey, and said, ‘Go 
and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against them 
until they be consumed.’ Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice 
of the Lord, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst that which was evil in 
the sight of the Lord?” 

And Saul said unto Samuel, “Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, 
and have gone the way which the Lord sent me, and have brought Agag 
the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. But 
the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the devoted things, 
to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God in Gilgal.”’ 

And Samuel said, “Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold,— 


“@o obep is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams,” 


“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry 
and image worship. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he 
hath also rejected thee from being king.” 

And Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned: for I have transgressed the 
commandment of the Lord, and thy words: because I feared the people, 
and obeyed their voice. Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and 
turn again with me, that I may worship the Lord.” 


THE VILLAGE OF EN-DOR 


From a photograph by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, and 
used by his kind permission 


The place where Saul sought secretly, at night, the dwelling of the “witch of En-dor.’’ 
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And Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with thee: for thou hast 
rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord hath rejected thee from being 
king over Israel.” 

And as Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon the skirt of 
his robe, and it rent. And Samuel said to him, “The Lord hath rent the 
kingdom of Israel from thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbor of 
thine, that is better than thou. And also the Strength of Israel will not 
lie nor repent: for he is not a man, that he should repent.” 

Then he said, “I have sinned: yet honor me now, I pray thee, before 
the elders of my people, and before Israel; and turn again with me, that 
I may worship the Lord thy God.” 

So Samuel turned again after Saul; and Saul worshiped the Lord. 

Then said Samuel, “ Bring ye hither to me Agag the king of the Amalek- 
ites.”’ And Agag came unto him cheerfully. And Agag said, “Surely 
the bitterness of death is past.” 

And Samuel said, ‘‘As thy sword hath made women childless, so shall 
thy mother be childless among women.” 

And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. 

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house to Gibeah 
of Saul. And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day of his death; 
for Samuel mourned for Saul: and the Lord repented that he had made 
Saul king over Israel. 


THE DOWNFALL OF THE KING 
“God 1s Departed from Me”’ 


(For some time after this Saul continued to be king over Israel, but he had many troubles. 
These troubles made him sad and despondent, so that often the people thought him insane. 
At last war broke out again with the fierce and powerful Philistines, who lived on the 
plains to the west of the hill-country which was the home of the Israelites. Saul was very 
much discouraged at the beginning of this war. The story of what he did, and how he 
died at last like a hero on the battle-field, is as follows.) 

Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and buried him 
in Ramah, even in his own city. And Saul had put away those that had 
familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land. And the Philistines 
gathered themselves together, and came and camped in Shunem: and Saul 
gathered all Israel together, and they camped in Gilboa. And when Saul 
saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled 
greatly. And when Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord answered him not. 

Then said Saul to his servants, ‘Seek me a woman that hath a familiar 
spirit, that I may go to her, and inquire of her.” 

And his servants said to him, “Behold, there is a woman that hatha 
familiar spirit at En-dor.” 

And Saul disguised himself and put on other raiment, and went, he and 
two men with him, and they came to the woman by night: and he said, 
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“Divine unto me, I pray thee, by the familiar spirit, and bring me up 
whomsoever I shall name unto thee.”’ 

And the woman said unto him, ‘Behold, thou knowest what Saul hath 
done, how he hath cut off those that have familiar spirits, and the wizards, 
out of the land: wherefore then layest thou a snare for my life, to cause me 
to die?”’ 

And Saul swore to her by the Lord, saying, ‘As the Lord liveth, there 
shall no punishment happen to thee for this thing.” 

Then said the woman, “‘ Whom shall I bring up unto thee?”’ 

And he said, “Bring me up Samuel.” 

And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: and the 
woman spoke to Saul, saying, ““ Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art 
Saul.” 

And the king said to her, “Be not afraid: for what seest thou?” 

And the woman said to Saul, ‘I see one hke a god coming up out of the 
earth.” 

And he said unto her, “‘ What form is he of?” 

And she said, ‘‘An old man cometh up; and he is covered with a robe.” 

And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to 
the ground, and did obeisance. And Samuel said to Saul, ‘Why hast thou 
disquieted me, to bring me up?” 

And Saul answered, ‘“‘I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war 
against me, and God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, 
neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have called thee, that 
thou mayest make known to me what I shall do.”’ 

And Samuel said, ‘Wherefore dost thou ask of me, seeing the Lord is 
departed from thee, and is become thine adversary? And the Lord hath 
done unto thee as he spoke by me: and the Lord hath rent the kingdom 
out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbor, even to David. Because 
thou obeyedst not the voice of the Lord, and didst not execute his fierce 
wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath the Lord done this thing unto thee 
this day. Moreover the Lord will deliver Israel also with thee into the 
hand of the Philistines: and to-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: 
the Lord shall deliver the host of Israel also into the hand of the Philistines.” 

Then Saul fell straightway his full length upon the earth, and was sore 
afraid, because of the words of Samuel; and there was no strength in 
him; for he had eaten no food all the day, nor all the night. 


THE FATAL FIELD OF GILBOA 
The Tide of Battle Rolls Over King Saul and His Sons 


Now the Philistines fought against Israel: and the men of Israel fled 
from before the Philistines, and fell down slain in Mount Gilboa. And 
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the Philistines followed hard upon Saul, and upon his sons; and the 
Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchi-shua, the sons of 
Saul. And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers overtook 
him; and he was greatly distressed by reason of the archers. 

Then said Saul to his armorbearer, ‘Draw thy sword, and thrust me 
through therewith; lest the Philistines come and thrust me through, and 
maltreat me.” 

But his armorbearer would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore 
Saul took his sword and fell upon it. 

And when his armorbearer saw that Saul was dead, he likewise fell 
upon his sword, and died with him. So Saul died, and his three sons, 
and his armorbearer, and all his men, that same day together. And when 
the men of Israel that were on the other side of the valley, and they that 
were beyond Jordan, saw that the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and 
his sons were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled; and the Philistines 
came and dwelt in them. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines came to strip 
the slain, that they found Saul and his three sons fallen in Mount Gilboa. 
And they cut off his head, and stripped off his armor, and sent into the 
land of the Philistines round about, to carry the tidings unto the house of 
their idols, and to the people. And they put his armor in the house of 
the god Ashtaroth: and they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan. 
And when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard what the Philistines had 
done to Saul, all the valiant men arose, and went all night, and took the 
body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan; and 
they came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. And they took their bones 
and buried them under the tamarisk tree in Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 


DAVID 
The Story of the Shepherd Boy Who Became King 


THE SHEPHERD LAD OF BETHLEHEM 
Samuel Secretly Anoints David as the Future King of Israel 


(After Samuel had said to Saul that God wanted no king who would not do exactly 
as he said, he himself became very sad, because he loved Saul.) 

But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘‘How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, 
seeing I have rejected him from being king over Israel? fill thine horn with 
oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Beth-lehemite: for I have provided 
me a king among his sons.” 

And Samuel said, “How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me.” 
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And the Lord said, ‘Take an heifer with thee, and say, ‘I am come to 
sacrifice to the Lord.’ And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show thee 
what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint to me him whom I name to 
thee.” 

And Samuel did that which the Lord spoke, and came to Beth-lehem. 
And the elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ““Comest 
thou peaceably?”’ 

And he said, ‘‘Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice to the Lord: sanctify 
yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse 
and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. 

And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, 
and said, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is before him.” 

But the Lord said unto Samuel, “‘Look not on his countenance, or on 
the height of his stature; because J] have rejected him: for the Lord seeth 
not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart.” 

Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And 
he said, “‘ Neither hath the Lord chosen this.” 

Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he said, “Neither hath 
the Lord chosen this.” 

And Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel 
said unto Jesse, “‘The Lord hath not chosen these.”’ 

And Samuel said unto Jesse, “‘Are here all thy children?” 

And he said, ‘There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he 
keepeth the sheep.”’ 

And Samuel said unto Jesse, ““Send and fetch him: for we will not sit 
down till he come hither.” 

And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a 
beautiful countenance, and goodly to look upon. And the Lord said, 
“Arise, anoint him; for this is he.”’ 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his 
brethren: and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that 
day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 


DAVID AND GOLIATH 
How a Giant Was Killed by a Stone from a Shepherd’s Sling 


Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to battle. And 
Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and camped in the 
vale of Elah, and set the battle in array against the Philistines. And the 
Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on the 
mountain on the other side: and there was a valley between them. 

And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, 
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named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. And 
he had an helmet of brass upon his head, and he was clad with a coat of 
mail; and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of brass. And 
he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a javelin of brass between his 
shoulders. And the staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam; and his 
spear’s head weighed six hundred shekels of iron: and his shieldbearer 
went before him. And he stood and cried to the armies of Israel, and 
said to them, “Why are ye come out to set your battle in array? am not I 
a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul? choose you a man for you, and let 
him come down to me. If he be able to fight with me, and kill me, then 
will we be your servants: but if I prevail against him, and kill him, then 
shall ye be our servants, and serve us.” 

And the Philistine said, “I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me 
aman, that we may fight together.” 

And when Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philistine, they 
were dismayed, and greatly afraid. 

Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Beth-lehem-judah, whose 
name was Jesse; and he had eight sons: and the man was an old man in 
the days of Saul. And the three eldest sons of Jesse had gone after Saul 
to the battle: and the names of his three sons that went to the battle were 
Eliab the firstborn, and next unto him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 
And David was the youngest: and the three eldest followed Saul. 

And Jesse said to David his son, “Take now for thy brethren an ephah 
of this parched corn, and these ten loaves, and carry them quickly to the 
camp to thy brethren; and bring these ten cheeses unto the captain of 
their thousand; and look how thy brethren fare, and bring back some 
token of their welfare.” 

Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the vale of Elah, 
fighting with the Philistines. And David rose up early in the morning, 
and left the sheep with a keeper, and took the presents and went, as Jesse 
had commanded him; and he came to the barricade of wagons, as the 
host which was going forth to the fight shouted for the battle. And Israel 
and the Philistines put the battle in array, army against army. And 
David left the presents he had brought in the hand of the keeper of the 
baggage, and ran to the army, and came and saluted his brethren. And as 
he talked with them, behold, there came up the champion, the Philistine 
of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the ranks of the Philistines, and spoke as 
before: and David heard him. And all the men of Israel, when they saw 
the man, fled from him, and were sore afraid. And the men of Israel 
said, “Have ye seen this man that is come up? surely to defy Israel is he 
come up, and it shall be that the man who killeth him, the king will enrich 
him with great riches, and will give him his daughter in marriage, and make 
his father’s house free in Israel.” 
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And David spoke to the men that stood by him, saying, “What shall be 
done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the reproach 
from Israel? for who is this Philistine, that he should defy the armies of 
the living God?”’ 

And the people answered him after this manner, saying, “So shall it be 
done to the man that killeth hin.” 

And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spoke unto the men; and 
Eliab’s anger was kindled against David, and he said, ““Why art thou 
come down? and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilder- 
ness? I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for thou 
art come down that thou mightest see the battle.”’ 

And David said, ‘‘What have I done now? I have only asked a 
question.” 

And he turned away from him toward another, and spoke after the 
same manner: and the people answered him again in the same way. And 
when the words were heard which David spoke, they rehearsed them before 
Saul; and he sent for him. And David said to Saul, “‘Let no man’s heart 
fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” 

And Saul said to David, “‘ Thou art not able to go against this Philistine 
to fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his 
youth.” 

And David said to Saul, “‘Thy servant kept his father’s sheep; and when 
there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock, I went out 
after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he 
arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew 
him. Thy servant smote both the lion and the bear: and this Philistine 
shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God.”’ 
And David said, ‘‘The Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, 
and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this 
Philistine.”’ 

And Saul said to David, ‘“‘Go, and the Lord shall be with thee.”’ 

And Saul clad David with his own garments, and he put an helmet of 
brass upon his head, and he clad him with a coat of mail. And David 
girded on his sword. But David said to Saul, “‘I cannot go with these; 
for I have not proved them.” 

And David put them off him. And he took his staff in his hand, and 
chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in the shep- 
herd’s bag which he had, and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near 
to the Philistine. And the Philistine came on and drew near to David; 
and the man that bore the shield went before him. And when the Philis- 
tine looked about, and saw David, he despised him: for he was but a 
youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. And the Philistine said to 
David, “‘Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves?”’ 


BEDOUINS WITH THEIR CAMELS NEAR BEER-SHEBA 


Photograph by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, and used by 
his kind permission 


These men may be on the way from Palestine to sell their camels in Egypt. Every 
year great herds of camels are still brought from the East to sell for the carrying of merchan- 
dise in caravans, just as they were used in the days of the Bible. 
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And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. And the Philistine said 
to David, ‘Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, 
and to the beasts of the field.”’ 

Then said David to the Philistine, ‘Thou comest to me with a sword, 
and with a spear, and with a javelin: but I come to thee in the name of 
the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 
This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, 
and take thine head from off thee; and I will give the carcases of the host 
of the Philistines this day to the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts 
of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel: 
and that all this host may know that the Lord saveth not with sword and 
spear: for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give you into our hand.” 

And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew 
nigh to meet David, that David hastened, and ran toward the army to 
meet the Philistine. And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence 
a stone, and slung it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead; and the 
stone sank into his forehead, and he fell upon his face to the earth. So 
David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and 
smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand 
of David. Then David ran, and stood over the Philistine, and took his 
sword and drew it out of its sheath, and slew him, and cut off his head 
therewith. And when the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, 
they fled. And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, and 
pursued the Philistines, to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the 
Philistines fell down by the way. And the children of Israel returned 
from chasing after the Philistines, and they plundered their camp. And 
David took the head of the Philistine, and brought it to Jerusalem; but 
he put his armor in his tent. 

And when Saul saw David go forth against the Philistine, he said unto 
Abner, the captain of the host, ‘Abner, whose son is this youth?” 

And Abner said, “As thy soul liveth, O king, I cannot tell.” 

And the king said, “Inquire thou whose son the stripling is.” 

And as David returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took 
him, and brought him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his 
hand. And Saul said to him, “‘ Whose son art thou, young man?” 

And David answered, “I am the son of thy servant Jesse the Beth- 
lehemite.”’ 

And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul, 
that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan 
loved him as his own soul. 

And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more home to 
his father’s house. Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because 
he loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe 
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that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his apparel, even to his 
sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. And David went out whitherso- 
ever Saul sent him, and behaved himself wisely: and Saul set him over 
the men of war, and it was good in the sight of all the people, and also in 
the sight of Saul’s servants. 


DAVID AN OUTLAW 
How He Showed Mercy to His Enemy 


(After this David became a fugitive from the king, who pursued him and tried to kill 
him. David gathered a band of followers and for a time lived as an outlaw, hiding in 
caves, plundering farms, living from hand to mouth. Several times he had the king in 
his power, but each time he allowed him to escape. This is the story of one of these ad- 
ventures.) 

And the Ziphites came to Saul to Gibeah, saying, “Doth not David 
hide himself in the hill of Hachilah, which is before the desert?” 

Then Saul arose, and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, having three 
thousand chosen men of Israel with him, to seek David in the wilderness 
of Ziph. And Saul encamped in the hill of Hachilah, which is before the 
desert. But David abode in the wilderness, and he saw that Saul came 
after him into the wilderness. David therefore sent out spies, and under- 
stood that Saul was certainly come. And David arose, and came to the 
place where Saul had encamped: and David beheld the place where Saul 
lay, and Abner the son of Ner, the captain of his host: and Saul lay within 
the barricade of the wagons, and the people were encamped round about 
him. Then said David, “‘Who will go down with me to Saul to the 
camp?” 

And Abishai said, “I will go down with thee.” 

So David and Abishai came to the people by night: and, behold, Saul 
lay sleeping within the barricade of the wagons, with his spear stuck in the 
ground at his head: and Abner and the people lay round about him. 
Then said Abishai to David, ‘‘God hath delivered up thine enemy into 
thine hand this day: now therefore let me smite him, I pray thee, with the 
spear to the earth at one stroke, and I will not need to smite him the second 
time.” : 

And David said to Abishai, ‘Destroy him not: for who can put forth 
his hand against the Lord’s anointed, and be guiltless?” 

And David said, “As the Lord liveth, the Lord shall smite him; or his 
day shall come to die; or he shall go down into the battle, and perish. 
The Lord forbid that I should put forth mine hand against the Lord’s 
anointed: but now take, I pray thee, the spear that is at his head, and the 
jar of water, and let us go.” 

So David took the spear and the jar of water from Saul’s head; and they © 
went away, and no man saw it, nor knew it, neither did any awake: for 
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they were all asleep; because a deep sleep from the Lord was fallen upon 
them. Then David went over to the other side, and stood on the top of 
the mountain afar off; a great space being between them: and David cried 
to the people, and to Abner the son of Ner, saying, ‘“‘ Answerest thou not, 
Abner?” 

Then Abner answered and said, “ Who art thou that criest to the king?” 

And David said to Abner, “Art not thou a valiant man? and who is 
like to thee in Israel? wherefore then hast thou not kept watch over thy 
lord the king? for there came one of the people in to destroy the king thy 
lord. This thing is not good that thou hast done. As the Lord liveth, 
ye are worthy to die, because ye have not kept watch over your lord, the 
Lord’s anointed. And now, see where the king’s spear is, and the jar of 
water that was at his head.” 

And Saul knew David’s voice, and said, “Is this thy voice, my son 
David?” 

And David said, ‘“‘It is my voice, my lord, O king.” 

And he said, “‘Wherefore doth my lord pursue after his servant? for 
what have I done? or what evil is in mine hand? Now therefore, I pray 
thee, let my lord the king hear the words of his servant. If it be the Lord 
that hath stirred thee up against me, let him accept an offering: but if it 
be the children of men, cursed be they before the Lord; for they have 
driven me out this day that I should not cleave to the inheritance of the 
Lord, saying, ‘Go, serve other gods.’ Now therefore, let not my blood 
fall to the earth away from the presence of the Lord: for the king of 
Israel is come out to seek a flea, as when one doth hunt a partridge in the 
mountains.” 

Then said Saul, “I have sinned: return, my son David: for I will no 
more do thee harm, because my life was precious in thine eyes this day: 
behold, I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly.” 

And David answered and said, “‘ Behold the spear, O king! let then one 
of the young men come over and fetch it. And the Lord shall render to 
every man his righteousness and his faithfulness: because the Lord de- 
livered thee into my hand to-day, and I would not put forth mine hand 
against the Lord’s anointed. And, behold, as thy life was very precious 
this day in mine eyes, so let my life be precious in the eyes of the Lord, 
and let him deliver me out of all tribulation.” 

Then Saul said to David, “Blessed be thou, my son David: thou shalt 
both do mightily, and shalt surely prevail.” 

So David went his way, and Saul returned to his place. 
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DAVID BECOMES KING 


The Lament for Saul and Jonathan. After Long Waiting 
the Throne 1s Gained 
(At last came that fatal battle with the Philistines in the hills and, when the sun set, 
Saul and his three sons lay dead upon the field.) 

And it came to pass after the death of Saul, on the third day, that, 
behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul with his clothes rent, and 
earth upon his head: and when he came to David, he fell to the earth, and 
did obeisance. And David said to him, ‘From whence comest thou?” 
And he said unto him, ‘‘Out of the camp of Israel am I escaped.” 

And David said to him, ‘‘ How went the day? I pray thee, tell me.” 

And he answered, ‘‘ The people are fled from the battle, and many of the 
people also are fallen and dead; and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead 
also.” 

And David said to the young man that told him, “How knowest thou 
that Saul and Jonathan his son are dead?” 

And the young man that told him said, “‘ As I happened by chance upon 
Mount Gilboa, behold, Saul leaned upon his spear; and, lo, the chariots 
and the horsemen followed hard after him. And when he looked behind 
him, he saw me, and called unto me. And I answered, ‘Here am I.’ 

‘“‘And he said unto me, ‘Who art thou?’ 

“And I answered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’ 

“And he said to me, ‘Stand, I pray thee, beside me, and slay me, for 
anguish hath taken hold of me; because my life is yet whole in me.’ So 
I stood beside him, and slew him, because I was sure that he could not live 
after he was fallen: and I took the crown that was upon his head, and the 
bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought them hither unto my lord.” 

Then David took hold of his clothes, and rent them; and likewise all 
the men that were with him: and they mourned, and wept, and fasted 
until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for the people of the 
Lord, and for the house of Israel; because they were fallen by the sword. 
And David said to the young man that told him, ‘“‘ Whence art thou?” 

And he answered, “‘I am the son of a stranger, an Amalekite.”’ 

And David said to him, “Why wast thou not afraid to put forth thine 
hand to destroy the Lord’s anointed?” 

And David called one of the young men and said, “Go near, and fall 
upon him.”” And he smote him that he died 

And David said to him, ‘‘Thy blood be upon thy head; for thy mouth 
hath testified against thee, saying, ‘I have slain the Lord’s anointed.’ ”’ 

And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan 
his son: and he bade them teach the children of Judah the song of the 
bow. 


THE GREAT KINGS 131 


THE SONG OF THE BOW 


Thy glory, O Israel, is slain upon thy high places! 

How are the mighty fallen! 

Tell it not in Gath, 

Publish it not in the streets of Ashkelon; 

Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 

Lest the daughters of our enemies triumph. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, 

Let there be no dew nor rain upon you, neither fields of offerings: 
For there the shield of the mighty was vilely cast away, 
The shield of Saul, not anointed with oil. 

From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, 
The bow of Jonathan turned not back, 

And the sword of Saul returned not empty. 

Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, 
And in their death they were not divided: 

They were swifter than eagles, 

They were stronger than lions. 

Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, 

Who clothed you in scarlet delicately, 

Who put ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 

How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! 
Jonathan is slain upon thy high places. 

I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: 

Very pleasant hast thou been unto me: 

Thy love to me was wonderful, 

Passing the love of women. 

How are the mighty fallen, 

And the weapons of war perished! 


And they told David, saying, ‘“‘The men of Jabesh-gilead were they that 
buried Saul.’”’ And David sent messengers unto the men of Jabesh-gilead, 
and said to them, “‘ Blessed be ye of the Lord, that ye have showed this 
kindness to your lord, even to Saul, and have buried him. And now the 
Lord show kindness and truth unto you: and I also will requite you this 
kindness, because ye have done this thing. Now therefore let your hands 
be strong, and be ye valiant: for Saul your lord is dead, and also the house 
of Judah have anointed me king over them.” 

Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto Hebron, and spoke, 
saying, “Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. In times past, when Saul 
was king over us, it was thou that didst lead out and bring in Israel: and 
the Lord said to thee, ‘Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt 
be prince over Israel.’ ” 
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So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and King David 
made a covenant with them in Hebron before the Lord: and they anointed 
David king over Israel. 

David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty 
years. 


AN EVIL DEED 
How a Brave Prophet Rebuked a King 


(David once did a very evil deed. He wished to have as his wife the wife of another 
man, named Uriah, a very brave soldier in the royal army. David caused this soldier to 
be placed in a very dangerous place in the battle, where he knew he would be killed. The 
prophet told the king a story to show him how wicked he was. Then the eyes of the king 
were opened to his sin, and he repented, but the child which had been born to him died.) 

And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab, 
and sent it by the hand of Uriah. And he wrote in the letter, saying, 
“Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, 
that he may be smitten, and die.” 

And it came to pass, when Joab kept watch upon the city, that he 
assigned Uriah unto the place where he knew that valiant men were. 
And the men of the city went out, and fought with Joab: and there fell 
some of the people, even of the servants of David; and Uriah the Hittite 
died also. Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the 
war; and he charged the messenger, saying, “When thou hast made an 
end of telling all the things concerning the war to the king, it shall be that, 
if the king’s wrath arise, and he say unto thee, ‘Wherefore went ye so 
nigh unto the city to fight? knew ye not that they would shoot from the 
wall? why went ye so near the wall?’ then shalt thou say, ‘Thy servant 
Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’ ”’ 

So the messenger went, and came and showed David all that Joab had 
sent him for. And the messenger said to David, “The men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate. And the archers shot at thy servants 
from off the wall; and some of the king’s servants are dead, and thy ser- 
vant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.” 

Then David said to the messenger, ‘Thus shalt thou say unto Joab, 
‘Let not this thing displease thee, for the sword devoureth one as well as 
another: make thy battle more strong against the city, and overthrow it’: 
and encourage thou him.” 

And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, 
she made lamentation for her husband. And when the mourning was past, 
David sent and took her home to his house, and she became his wife, and 
a child was born to them. But the thing that David had done displeased 
the Lord. 

And the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to 
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him, “There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. 
The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: but the poor man 
had nothing save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished 
up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of 
his own morsel of food, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, 
and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveler to the rich 
man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress 
for the wayfaring man that was come to him, but took the poor man’s 
lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him.” 

And David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to 
Nathan, “As the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this is worthy to 
die: and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and 
because he had no pity.” 

And Nathan said to David,— 

“Thou art the man!’ 

“Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, I anointed thee king over 
Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; and if that had been 
too little, I would have added unto thee such and such things. Wherefore 
hast thou despised the word of the Lord, to do that which is evil in his 
sight? thou hast smitten Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken 
his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children 
of Ammon. Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from thine 
house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite to be thy wife.” 

And David said to Nathan, “‘I have sinned against the Lord.” 

And Nathan said to David, ‘‘The Lord also hath put away thy sin; 
thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great 
occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is 
born unto thee shall surely die.” 

And Nathan departed to his house. 

And the child which had been born to David was very sick. David 
therefore besought God for the child; and David fasted, and went in, and 
lay all night upon the earth. And the elders of his house arose, and stood 
beside him, to raise him up from the earth: but he would not, neither did 
he eat with them. And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child 
died. And the servants of David feared to tell him that the child was 
dead: for they said, “ Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spoke unto 
him, and he hearkened not to our voice: what will he then do if we tell 
him that the child is dead?” 

But when David saw that his servants whispered together, David 
perceived that the child was dead: and David said to his servants, coal IS 
the child dead?” 

And they said, “He is dead.” 
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Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, 
and changed his apparel; and he came into the house of the Lord, and 
worshiped: then he came to his own house; and when he required they 
set food before him, and he ate. Then said his servants to him, “ What 
thing is this that thou hast done? thou didst fast and weep for the child, 
while it was alive; but when the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat.” 

And he said, ‘While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I 
said, ‘Who knoweth whether the Lord will not be gracious to me, that the 
child may live?’ But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I 
bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” 


A KNIGHTLY DEED 


David and His Three Brave Captains. How They Brought the Water for 
Which He Longed and How He Would Not Drink It 


There were three vanant captains in David’s army. ‘These three went 
down, and came to David in the harvest time to the cave of Adullam; and 
the troop of the Philistines were encamped in the valley of Rephaim. 

And David was then in the stronghold, and the garrison of the Philis- 
tines was then in Beth-lehem. And David longed, and said, ‘‘Oh that 
one would give me water to drink of the well of Beth-lehem, which is by 
the gate!” 

And the three mighty men broke through the host of the Philistines, 
and drew water out of the well of Beth-lehem, that was by the gate, and 
took it, and brought it to David: but he would not drink thereof, but 
poured it out to the Lord. 

And he said, “Be it far from me, O Lord, that I should do this: shall I 
drink the blood of the men that went in jeopardy of their lives?” therefore 
he would not drink it. 

These things did the three mighty men. 


HOW DAVID BOUGHT A THRESHING-FLOOR FOR 
AN ALTAR 


“Neither Will I Offer Burnt Offerings Unto the Lord My God 
of That Which Cost Me Nothing’ 


And David said unto the Lord, “‘I have sinned greatly in that I have 
done: but now, O Lord, put away, I beseech thee, the iniquity of thy 
servant; for I have done very foolishly.” 

And when David rose up in the morning, the word of the Lord came 
to the prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying, ‘‘Go and speak to David, ‘Thus 


THRESHING IN THE LANDS OF THE BIBLE 


From a photograph taken by Mrs. Louise Seymour Houghton, 
and used by her kind permission 


What a strange company of animals we have here! A camel, two oxen, and a little 
white donkey! And is this not a hard way to thresh out the grain? This field, with its 
beasts at work, does not much resemble a great wheat field in the western states of America, 
with its wonderful machinery. It shows how little progress has been made in the East, to 
find the same methods employed now as in Bible times. 
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saith the Lord: I offer thee three things; choose thee one of them, that I 
may do it unto thee.’ ” 

So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, “Shall seven 
years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months 
before thy foes while they pursue thee? or shall there be three days’ 
pestilence in thy land? now advise thee, and consider what answer I shall 
return to him that sent me.” 

And David said unto Gad, “I am in a great strait: let us fall now into 
the hand of the Lord; for his mercies are great: and let me not fall into 
the hand of man.” 

So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning even to the 
time appointed: and there died of the people from Dan even to Beer-sheba 
seventy thousand men. 

And when the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy 
it, the Lord repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed 
the people, “It is enough; now stay thine hand.” 

And the angel of the Lord was by the threshing-floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite. And David spoke unto the Lord when he saw the angel that 
smote the people, and said, ‘ Lo, I have sinned, and I have done perversely: 
but these sheep, my people, what have they done? let thine hand, I pray 
thee, be against me, and against my father’s house.” 

And Gad came that day to David, and said unto him, “Go up, rear an 
altar unto the Lord in the threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite.”’ 

And David went up according to the saying of Gad, as the Lord com- 
manded. And Araunah looked forth, and saw the king and his servants 
coming on toward him: and Araunah went out, and bowed himself before 
the king with his face to the ground. 

And Araunah said, “‘ Wherefore is my lord the king come to his servant?” 

And David said, “‘To buy the threshing-floor of thee, to build an altar 
unto the Lord, that the plague may be stayed from the people.” 

And Araunah said unto David, ‘‘Let my lord the king take and offer 
up what seemeth good unto him: behold, the oxen for the burnt offering, 
and the threshing instruments and the furniture of the oxen for the wood: 
all this, O king, doth Araunah give unto the king.” 

And Araunah said unto the king, ‘‘The Lord thy God accept thee.” 

And the king said unto Araunah, ‘Nay; but I will verily buy it of thee 
at a price: neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the Lord my God 
which cost me nothing.” 

So David bought the threshing-floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of 
silver. 

And David built there an altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt offer- 
ings and peace offerings. So the Lord was intreated for the land, and the 


plague was stayed from Israel. 
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THE REBELLION OF ABSALOM 
How an Evil Son Met His Fate in the Branches of an Oak 


(David had much trouble and many wars during his reign, but the rebellion of his own 
son Absalom brought more grief to him than anything else. For a time the rebellion was 
successful, and David was driven from his own palace. Then the tide turned and Absa- 
lom was defeated and slain in a great battle. The strange way in which Absalom met, his 
death, and how David mourned for his son, are told in the following story.) 


And David numbered the people that were with him, and set captains 
of thousands and captains of hundreds over them. And David sent forth 
the people, a third part under the hand of Joab, and a third part under 
the hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and a third part 
under the hand of Ittai the Gittite. And the king said to the people, “I 
will surely go forth with you myself also.” 

But the people said, ‘‘Thou shalt not go forth: for if we flee away, they 
will not care for us; neither if half of us die, will they care for us: but thou 
art worth ten thousand of us: therefore now it is better that thou be 
ready to succor us out of the city.” 

And the king said to them, “‘ What seemeth to you best I will do.” 

And the king stood by the gate side, and all the people went out by 
hundreds and by thousands. And the king commanded Joab and Abishai 
and Ittai, saying, “‘ Deal gently for my sake with the young man, even with 
Absalom.”’ 

And all the people heard when the king gave all the captains charge 
concerning Absalom. So the people went out into the field against Israel: 
and the battle was in the forest of Ephraim. And the people of Israel 
were smitten there before the servants of David, and there was a great 
slaughter there that day of twenty thousand men. For the battle was 
there spread over the face of all the country: and the forest devoured 
more people that day than the sword devoured. And Absalom chanced 
to meet the servants of David. And Absalom rode upon his mule, and 
the mule went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head caught 
hold of the oak, and he was taken up between the heaven and the earth; 
and the mule that was under him went on. And a certain man saw it 
and told Joab, and said, “Behold, I saw Absalom hanging in an oak.” 

And Joab said to the man that told him, “And, behold, thou sawest it, 
and why didst thou not smite him there to the ground? and I would have 
given thee ten pieces of silver and a girdle.” 

And the man said to Joab, “Though I should receive a thousand pieces 
of silver in mine hand, yet would I not put forth mine hand against the 
king’s son: for in our hearing the king charged thee and Abishai and Ittai, 
saying, ‘Beware that none touch the young man Absalom.’ Otherwise 
if I had dealt falsely against his life (and there is no matter hid from the 
king), then thou thyself wouldest have stood aloof.” 

Then said Joab, “I may not tarry thus with thee.” 
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And he took three darts in his hand, and thrust them through the heart 
of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak. And ten 
young men that bore Joab’s armor came up and smote Absalom, and slew 
him. And Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned from pur- 
suing after Israel: for Joab held back the people. And they took Absa- 
lom and cast him into the great pit in the forest, and raised over him a 
very great heap of stones: and all Israel fled every one to his tent. 

Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, “Let me now run, and bear the 
king tidings, how that the Lord hath avenged him of his enemies.” 

And Joab said to him, “Thou shalt not be the bearer of tidings this day, 
but thou shalt bear tidings another day: but this day thou shalt bear no 
tidings, because the king’s son is dead.”’ 

Then said Joab to the Cushite, “Go tell the king what thou hast seen.”’ 

And the Cushite bowed himself unto Joab, and ran. Then said Ahimaaz 
the son of Zadok yet again to Joab, “‘But come what may, let me, I pray 
thee, also run after the Cushite.”’ 

And Joab said, “Wherefore wilt thou run, my son, seeing that thou wilt 
have no reward for the tidings?” 

“But come what may,”’ said he, “I will run.” 

And he said unto him, “ Run.” 

Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the Plain, and outran the Cushite. 

Now David sat between the two gates: and the watchman went up to 
the roof of the gate unto the wall, and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, 
behold, a man running alone. And the watchman cried, and told the 
king. And the king said, ‘‘If he be alone, there is tidings in his mouth.” 

And he came apace, and drew near. And the watchman saw another 
man running: and the watchman called unto the porter, and said, “ Be- 
hold, another man running alone.” 

And the king said, “‘ He also bringeth tidings.” 

And the watchman said, ‘‘I think the running of the foremost is like 
the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.” 

And the king said, “‘ He is a good man, and cometh with good tidings.” 

And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king, “ All is well.” 

And he bowed himself before the king with his face to the earth, and 
said, ‘“‘Blessed be the Lord thy God, who hath delivered up the men that 
lifted up their hand against my lord the king.” 

And the king said, ‘Is it well with the young man Absalom?” 

And Ahimaaz answered, “‘When Joab sent the king’s servant, even me 
thy servant, I saw a great tumult, but I knew not what it was.” 

And the king said, “‘ Turn aside, and stand here.” 

And he turned aside, and stood still. And, behold, the Cushite came; 
and the Cushite said, ‘Tidings for my lord the king: for the Lord hath 
avenged thee this day of all them that rose up against thee.” 
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And the king said unto the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man 
Absalom?” 

And the Cushite answered, “The enemies of my lord the king, and all 
that rise up against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man is.” 

And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over the 
gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he said, “O my son Absalom, my 
son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, 
my son!’’ 


THE PASSING OF DAVID 
“T go the Way of All the Earth” 


Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he charged 
Solomon his son, saying, “‘I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong 
therefore, and show thyself a man; and keep the charge of the Lord thy 
God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, 
and his judgments, and his testimonies, according to that which is written 
in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and 
whithersoever thou turnest thyself: that the Lord may establish his word 
which he spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If thy children take heed to their 
way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, 
there shall not fail thee a man on the throne of Israel.’ ”’ 

And David died, and his son Solomon reigned in his stead. 


SOLOMON 


The Story of the Wisest and Greatest King Israel Ever Had 


(After some opposition on the part of the other sons of David, Solomon was established 


on the throne.) 
THE DREAM OF SOLOMON 
He Makes a Wise Choice 


And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that was the great 
high place: a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar. 
In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God 
said, ““Ask what I shall give thee.” 

And Solomon said, “Thou hast showed unto thy servant David my 
father great kindness, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept 
for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his 
throne, as it is this day. And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy 
servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child; I 
know not how to go out or come in. And thy servant is in the midst of 
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This is a fine general view of the city of Jerusalem. The famous Mosque of Omar 
occupying the site of the Temple inclosure is on the left. 
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thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be num- 
bered nor counted for multitude. Give thy servant therefore an under- 
standing heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and 
evil; for who is able to judge this thy great people?” 

And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. 
And God said unto him, “‘ Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not 
asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast 
asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding 
to discern judgment; behold, I have done according to thy word: lo, I 
have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there hath 
been none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto 
thee. And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both 
riches and honor, so that there shall not be any among the kings like to 
thee, all thy days. And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes 
and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen 
thy days.” 

And Solomon awoke, and, behold, it was a dream: and he came to 
Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and 
offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace offerings, and made a feast 
to all his servants. 


LORD OF THE LANDS 
The Prosperity and the Wisdom of Solomon 


And Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the River Euphrates 
to the land of the Philistines, and to the border of Egypt: they brought 
presents, and served Solomon all the days of his life. And Solomon’s 
provision for one day was thirty measures of fine flour, and threescore meas- 
ures of meal; ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and an 
hundred sheep, beside harts, and gazelles, and roebucks, and fatted fowl. 
For he had dominion over all the region on this side the River Euphrates, 
from Tiphsah even to Gaza, over all the kings on this side the River 
Euphrates: and he had peace on all sides round about him. And Judah 
and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, 
from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon. And Solomon 
had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand 
horsemen. And those officers provided victual for King Solomon, and 
for all that came unto King Solomon’s table, every man in his month: 
they let nothing be lacking. Barley also and straw for the horses and 
swift steeds brought they to the place where the officers were, every man 
according to his charge. 

And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, 
and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shore. 

And Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the 
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east, and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all men; and 
his fame was in all the nations round about. And he spoke three thou- 
sand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five. And he spoke 
of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that 
springeth out of the wall: he spoke also of beasts, and of fowl, and of 
creeping things, and of fishes. And there came of all peoples to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had heard of his 
wisdom. 


THE TREATY WITH KING HIRAM 
Cedars of Lebanon and Stones from the Quarries for the Temple 


And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon; for he had 
heard that they had anointed him king instead of his father: for Hiram 
was ever a lover of David. And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, “Thou 
knowest how David my father could not build an house for the name of 
the Lord his God for the wars which were about him on every side, until 
the Lord put his enemies under his feet. But now the Lord my God hath 
given me rest on every side; there is neither adversary, nor evil happening. 
And, behold, I purpose to build an house for the name of the Lord my 
God, as the Lord spoke to David my father, saying, ‘Thy son, whom I 
will set upon thy throne in thy room, he shall build the house for my 
name.’ Now therefore command thou that they hew me cedar trees out 
of Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy servants; and I will give 
thee hire for thy servants according to all that thou shalt say: for thou 
knowest that there is not among us any that has skill to hew timber like 
unto the Zidonians.” 

And it came to pass, when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that he 
rejoiced greatly, and said, “‘ Blessed be the Lord this day, who hath given 
unto David a wise son over this great people.” 

And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, “I have heard the message which 
thou hast sent to me: I will do all thy desire concerning timber of cedar, 
and concerning timber of fir. My servants shall bring them down from 
Lebanon to the sea: and I will make them into rafts to go by sea to the 
place that thou shalt appoint me, and will cause them to be broken up 
there, and thou shalt receive them: and thou shalt accomplish my de- 
sire, in giving food for my household.” 

So Hiram gave Solomon timber of cedar and timber of fir according to 
all his desire. And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand measures of 
wheat for food to his household, and twenty measures of pure oil: thus 
gave Solomon to Hiram year by year. And the Lord gave Solomon wis- 
dom, as he promised him; and there was peace between Hiram and Solo- 
mon; and they two made a league together. 

And King Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel; and the levy was 
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thirty thousand men. And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand a 
month by turns: a month they were in Lebanon, and two months at 
home: and Adoniram was over the levy. And Solomon had _ threescore 
and ten thousand that bore burdens, and fourscore thousand that were 
hewers in the mountains; besides Solomon’s chief officers that were over 
the work, three thousand and three hundred, which were overseers of the 
people that wrought in the work. And the king commanded, and they 
hewed out great stones, costly stones, to lay the foundation of the house 
with wrought stone. And Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s builders did 
fashion them, and prepared the timber and the stones to build the house. 


SOLOMON’S TEMPLE 
The House of the Lord Is Bult 


Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem in 
Mount Moriah, where the Lord appeared to David his father, which he 
made ready in the place that David had appointed, in the threshing-floor 
of Araunah the Jebusite. 

And he began to build in the second day of the second month, in the 
fourth year of his reign. Now these are the foundations which Solomon 
laid for the building of the house of God. The length by cubits after the 
first measure was threescore cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits. And 
the porch that was before the house, the length of it, according to the 
breadth of the house, was twenty cubits, and the height an hundred and 
twenty: and he overlaid it within with pure gold. 


THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE 
The Great Assembly and Sacrifice 


Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the 
tribes, the princes of the fathers’ houses of the children of Israel, unto 
King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. And they brought up the 
ark of the Lord, and the tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that 
were in the tent. 

And King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, that were assem- 
bled unto him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, 
that could not be told nor numbered for multitude. And the priests 
brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord unto its place, into the 
oracle of the house, to the most holy place. There was nothing in the 
ark save the two tables of stone which Moses put there at Horeb, when 
the Lord made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came 
out of the land of Egypt. And it came to pass, when the priests were 
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come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the Lord, 
so that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for 
the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. 

Then spoke Solomon, ‘‘The Lord hath said that he would dwell in the 
thick darkness. I have surely built thee an house of habitation, a place 
for thee to dwell in for ever.”’ 

And the king turned his face about, and blessed all the congregation of 
Israel: and all the congregation of Israel stood. And he said, “‘ Blessed 
be the Lord, the God of Israel, which spoke with his mouth unto David 
my father, and hath with his hand fulfilled it, saying, “Since the day that 
I brought forth my people Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out of all 
the tribes of Israel to build an house, that my name might be there; but 
I chose David to be over my people Israel.’ Now it was in the heart of 
David my father to build an house for the name of the Lord, the God of 
Israel. But the Lord said unto David my father, ‘Whereas it was in 
thine heart to build an house for my name, thou didst well that it was in 
thine heart: nevertheless thou shalt not build the house; but thy son, he 
shall build the house for my name.’ And the Lord hath established his 
word that he spoke; for I am risen up in the place of David my father, 
and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and have built the 
house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. And there have I set 
a place for the ark, wherein is the covenant of the Lord, which he made 
with our fathers, when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.” 


The Prayer of the King 


And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all 
the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven: 
and he said, “‘O Lord, the God of Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven 
above, or on earth beneath; who keepest covenant and mercy with thy 
servants, that walk before thee with all their heart: who hast kept with 
thy servant David my father that which thou didst promise him: yea, 
thou hast spoken with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, 
as it is this day. 

“Now therefore, O Lord, the God of Israel, keep with thy servant David 
my father that which thou hast promised him, saying, ‘There shall not 
fail thee a man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel; if only thy chil- 
dren take heed to their way, to walk before me as thou hast walked be- 
fore me.’ Now therefore, O God of Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, be 
verified, which thou hast spoken unto thy servant David my father. But 
will God in very deed dwell on the earth? behold, heaven and the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have 
builded! 

“Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and to his sup- 
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plication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer 
which thy servant prayeth before thee this day: that thine eyes may be 
open toward this house night and day, even toward the place whereof 
thou hast said, ‘My name shall be there’: to hearken unto the prayer 
which thy servant shall pray toward this place. And hearken thou to 
the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people Israel, when they shall 
pray toward this place: yea, hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place; and 
when thou hearest, forgive. 

“Tf a man sin against his neighbor, and an oath be laid upon him to 
cause him to swear, and he come and swear before thine altar in this 
house: then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, con- 
demning the wicked, to bring his way upon his own head; and justifying 
the righteous, to give him according to his righteousness. 

“When thy people Israel be smitten down before the enemy, because 
they have sinned against thee; if they turn again to thee, and confess thy 
name, and pray and make supplication unto thee in this house: then hear 
thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and bring them 
again unto the land which thou gavest unto their fathers. When heaven 
is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have sinned against thee; if 
they pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and turn from their 
sin, when thou dost afflict them: then hear thou in heaven, and forgive 
the sin of thy servants, and of thy people Israel, when thou teachest them 
the good way wherein they should walk; and send rain upon thy land, 
which thou hast given to thy people for an inheritance. 

“Tf there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, if there be blasting 
or mildew, locust or caterpillar; if their enemy besiege them in the land 
of their cities; whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness there be; what 
prayer and supplication soever be made by any man, or by all thy people 
Israel, which shall know every man the plague of his own heart, and 
spread forth his hands toward this house: then hear thou in heaven thy 
dwelling place, and forgive, and do, and render unto every man according 
to all his ways, whose heart thou knowest (for thou, even thou only, 
knowest the hearts of all the children of men); that they may fear thee 
all the days that they live in the land which thou ggvest unto our fathers. 

“Moreover concerning the stranger, that is not of thy people Israel, 
when he shall come out of a far country for thy name’s sake (for they 
shall hear of thy great name, and of thy mighty hand, and of thy stretched 
out arm); when he shall come and pray toward this house: hear thou in 
heaven thy dwelling place, and do according to all that the stranger calleth 
to thee for; that all the peoples of the earth may know thy name, to fear 
thee, as doth thy people Israel, and that they may know that this house 
which I have built is called by thy name. 

“Tf thy people go out to battle against their enemy, by whatsoever way 
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thou shalt send them, and they pray unto the Lord toward the city which 
thou hast chosen, and toward the house which I have built for thy name: 
then hear thou in heaven their prayer and their supplication, and main- 
tain their cause. 

“Tf they sin against thee (for there is no man that sinneth not), and thou 
be angry with them, and deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry 
them away captive unto the land of the enemy, far off or near; yet if they 
shall bethink themselves in the land whither they are carried captive, and 
turn again, and make supplication unto thee in the land of them that car- 
ried them captive, saying, ‘We have sinned, and have done perversely, we 
have dealt wickedly’; if they return unto thee with all their heart and 
with all their soul in the land of their enemies, which carried them captive, 
and pray unto thee toward their land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, 
the city which thou hast chosen, and the house which I have built for thy 
name: then hear thou their prayer and their supplication in heaven thy 
dwelling place, and maintain their cause; and forgive thy people which 
have sinned against thee, and all their transgressions wherein they have 
transgressed against thee; and give them compassion before those who 
carried them captive, that they may have compassion on them: for they 
be thy people, and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest forth out of 
Egypt, from the midst of the furnace of iron: that thine eyes may be 
open to the supplication of thy servant, and unto the supplication of thy 
people Israel, to hearken unto them whensoever they cry unto thee. For 
thou didst separate them from among all the peoples of the earth, to be 
thine inheritance, as thou hast spoken by Moses thy servant, when thou 
broughtest our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord God.” 

And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of praying all this 
prayer and supplication unto the Lord, he arose from before the altar of 
the Lord, from kneeling on his knees with his hands spread forth toward 
heaven. And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of Israel with a 
loud voice, saying, ‘‘ Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto his 
people Israel, according to all that he promised: there hath not failed one 
word of all his good promise, which he promised by Moses his servant. 
The Lord our-God be with us, as he was with our fathers: let him not 
leave us nor forsake us: that he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk 
in all his ways, and keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his 
judgments, which he commanded our fathers. And let these my words, 
wherewith I have made supplication before the Lord, be nigh unto the 
Lord our God day and night, that he maintain the cause of his servant, 
and the cause of his people Israel, as every day shall require: that all the 
peoples of the earth may know that the Lord, he is God; there is none 
else. Let your heart therefore be perfect with the Lord our God, to 
walk in his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at this day.” 


THE CEDARS OF LEBANON 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


These are the descendants of the famous Cedars of Lebanon so often mentioned in the 
Old Testament. 
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And the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the Lord. 
And Solomon offered for the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered 
unto the Lord, two and twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and 
twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel dedi- 
cated the house of the Lord. 


A. ROYAL PILGRIMAGE 
The Visit of the Queen of Sheba 

And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning 
the name of the Lord, she came to prove him with hard questions. And 
she came to Jerusalem with a very great caravan, with camels that bore 
spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and when she was come 
to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in her heart. And 
Solomon told her all her questions: there was not anything hid from the 
king which he told her not. And when the queen of Sheba had seen all 
the wisdom of Solomon, and the house that he had built, and the meat of 
his table and the seating of his servants, and the attendance of his minis- 
ters, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he 
went up unto the house of the Lord; there was no more spirit in her. 

And she said to the king, “It was a true report that I heard in mine 
own land of thine acts, and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the 
words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was 
not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I 
heard. Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, which stand 
continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord 
thy God, which delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel: be- 
cause the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore made he thee king, to do 
judgment and justice.” 

And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of 
spices very great store, and precious stones: there came no more such 
abundance of spices as these which the queen of Sheba gave to King 
Solomon. 

And King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatso- 
ever she asked, beside that which Solomon gave her of his royal bounty. 
So she turned, and went to her own land, she and her servants. 


THE GREATNESS OF SOLOMON’S EMPIRE 
Gold and Ivory Brought by Ship and Caravan 


(For forty years Solomon reigned in Jerusalem, and during nearly all this time the 
land was peaceful and prosperous. The empire of Solomon was greater in extent than 
the territory ruled over by any king which came after him, At last the great king died 
and was buried in Jerusalem, the city which his father had made the capital.) 


And King Solomon made a navy of ships in Ezion-geber, which is be: 
side Elath, at the head of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom. And Hiram 
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sent in the navy his servants, sailors that had knowledge of the sea, with 
the servants of Solomon. And they came to Ophir, and fetched from 
thence gold, four hundred and twenty talents, and brought it to King 
Solomon. 

And the navy also of Hiram, that brought gold from Ophir, brought in 
from Ophir great plenty of almug trees and precious stones. And the king 
made of the almug trees pillars for the house of the Lord, and for the king’s 
house, harps also and psalteries for the singers: there came no such almug 
trees, nor were seen, unto this day. 

Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hun- 
dred threescore and six talents of gold, beside that which the traders 
brought, and the traffic of the merchants, and of all the kings of the 
mingled people, and of the governors of the country. And King Solo- 
mon made two hundred bucklers of beaten gold: six hundred shekels of 
gold went to one buckler. And he made three hundred shields of beaten 
gold; three pounds of gold went to one shield: and the king put them in 
the house of the forest of Lebanon. 

Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with the 
finest gold. There were six steps to the throne, and the top of the throne 
was round behind: and there were arms on either side of the seat, and two 
lions standing beside the arms. And twelve lions stood there on the one 
side and on the other upon the six steps: there was not the like made in 
any kingdom. And all:King Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold, 
and all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold: 
none were of silver; it was nothing accounted of in the days of Solomon. 

For the king had at sea a navy of Tarshish with the navy of Hiram: 
once every three years came the navy of Tarshish, bringing gold, and sil- 
ver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks. 

So King Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth in riches and in 
wisdom. And all the earth sought the presence of Solomon, to hear his 
wisdom, which God had put in his heart. And they brought every man 
his present, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and raiment, and armor, 
and spices, horses, and mules, a rate year by year. 

And Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen: and he had a 
thousand and four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen, 
which he bestowed in the chariot cities, and with the king at Jerusalem. 
And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars made 
he to be as the sycamore trees that are in the lowland, for abundance. 


Cales of the Far=Off Days 


ofs 


THE STORY OF THE CREATION 
“In the Beginning God Created the Heaven and the Earth’’ 


In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the 
earth was without form and void; and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep: and the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God 
said, “Let there be light”: and there was light. And God saw the light 
that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. And God 
called the light ‘‘ Day,’’ and the darkness he called “‘Night.’’ And there 
was evening and there was morning, one day. 

And God said, ‘“‘ Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, 
and let it divide the waters from the waters.”” And God made the firma- 
ment, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the 
waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. And God called 
the firmament “‘Heaven.”’ And there was evening and there was morning, 
a second day. 

And God said, “ Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together 
unto one place, and let the dry land appear”: and it was so. 

And God called the dry land ‘Earth’; and the gathering together of 
the waters called he ‘‘Seas’’: and God saw that it was good. And God 
said, ‘Let the earth put forth grass, herb yielding seed, and fruit tree 
bearing fruit after its kind, wherein is the seed thereof, upon the earth”: 
and it was so. 

And the earth brought forth grass, herb yielding seed after its kind, and 
tree bearing fruit, wherein is the seed thereof, after its kind: and God saw 
that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, a third 
day. 

ied God said, “‘ Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to 
divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, 
and for days and years: and let them be for lights in the firmament of the 
heaven to give light upen the earth’’: and it was so. 

And God made the two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, 
and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. And God 
set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, and 
to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the 
darkness: and God saw that it was good. And there was evening and 


there was morning, a fourth day. 
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And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, 
and let the birds fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.” 

And God created the great sea-monsters, and every living creature that 
moveth, with which the waters swarmed, after their kinds, and every 
winged bird after its kind: and God saw that it was good. And God 
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and 
there was morning, a fifth day. 

And God said, ‘‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures after their 
kind, cattle and creeping things, and beasts of the earth after their kind”’: 
and it was so. 

And God made the beasts of the earth after their kind, and the cattle 
after their kind, and everything that creepeth upon the ground after its 
kind: and God saw that it was good. And God said, ‘‘ Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.” 

And God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he 
him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them: and 
God said unto them, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, 
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.” 

And God said, “Behold, I have given you every herb yielding seed, 
which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the 
fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for food: and to every 
beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that 
creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green 
herb for food”’: and it was so. 

And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

And the heaven and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 
And on the seventh day God finished his work which he had made; and 
he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And 
God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it: because that in it he rested 
from all his work which he had created and made. 


A STORY OF DISOBEDIENCE AND ITS CONSEQUENCES 


How Adam and Eve Lost Eden 


Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the 
Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Yea, hath God said, 
‘Ye shall not eat of any tree of the garden?’ ”’ 
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And the woman said unto the serpent, “Of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden we may eat: but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of 
the garden, God hath said, ‘Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch 
it, lest ye die.’ ”’ 

And the serpent said to the woman, “Ye shall not surely die: for God 
doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as God, knowing good and evil.”’ 

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and ate; and she gave also unto her 
husband with her, and he ate. And the eyes of them both were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, 
and made themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the 
garden. And the Lord God called to the man, and said unto him, 
‘““Where art thou?” 

And he said, “‘I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because 
I was naked; and I hid myself.”’ 

And he said, “Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten 
of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” 

And the man said, ‘“‘The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
gave me of the tree, and I did eat.” 

And the Lord God said to the woman, ‘‘ What is this thou hast done?”’ 

And the woman said, ‘‘The serpent beguiled me, and I ate.” 

And the Lord God said unto the serpent, “‘ Because thou hast done this, 
cursed art thou above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon 
thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 
and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed: he shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel.” 

And to Adam he said, “ Because thou hast hearkened to the voice of thy 
wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, 
‘Thou shalt not eat of it’: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in toil shalt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring 
forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return to the ground; for out of it 
wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 

Then the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the 
ground from whence he was taken. So he drove out the man; and he 
placed at the east of the garden of Eden the Cherubim, and the flame of 
a sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 
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THE STORY OF THE FIRST MURDER 
“Am I My Brother’s Keeper?” 


(After Adam and Eve were driven from the garden of Eden, two sons were born to them. 
They named these sons Cain and Abel.) 

And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 
And in time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground 
an offering to the Lord. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his 
flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect to Abel and to his 
offering: but to Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain 
was very angry, and his countenance fell. And the Lord said to Cain, 
“Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest 
well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin croucheth 
at the door: and to thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.”’ 

And it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother, and slew him. And the Lord said to Cain, 
“Where is Abel thy brother?” 

And he said, ‘I know not: am I my brother’s keeper?”’ 

And he said, ‘““What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother’s blood 
crieth unto me from the ground. And now cursed art thou from the 
ground, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother’s blood 
from thy hand; when thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield 
unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a wanderer shalt thou be in the 
earth.” 

And Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 
Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the ground; 
and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer 
in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that whosoever findeth me will 
slay me.” 

And the Lord said to him, “Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, venge- 
ance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord appointed a sign 
for Cain, lest any finding him should smite him. 


THE STORY OF THE FLOOD 
How the First Ship, ‘‘ The Ark,’’ Weathered the Storm 
The Wickedness of the World 


The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil con- 
tinually. And the Lord repented that he had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart. And the Lord said, “I will destroy man 
whom I have created from the face of the ground; both man, and beast, 
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ae creeping thing, and birds of the air; for I repent that I have made 
em.” 


But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 
The Building of “The Ark” 


Noah was a righteous man, and Noah walked with God. And Noah 
had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And the earth was corrupt 
before God, and the earth was filled with violence. And God saw the 
earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all life had corrupted itself upon 
the earth. 

And God said to Noah, “The end of all life is come before me; for the 
earth is filled with violence; and, behold, I will destroy life on the earth. 
Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and 
shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. And this is how thou shalt 
make it: the length of the ark three hundred cubits, the breadth of it 
fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. A roof shalt thou make to 
the ark; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with 
lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it. And I, behold, I do 
bring the flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all life from under 
heaven; everything that is in the earth shall die. But I will establish 
my covenant with thee; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy 
sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee. And of every living 
thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep 
them alive with thee; they shall be male and female. Of the birds after 
their kind, and of the cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of 
the ground after its kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep 
them alive. And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and gather 
it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them.” 

Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he. 


The Great Flood 


And the Lord said to Noah, ‘‘Come thou and all thy house into the 
ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. Of 
every clean beast thou shalt take to thee seven and seven, the male and 
his female; and of the beasts that are not clean two, the male and his 
female; of the birds also of the air, seven and seven, male and female: to 
keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth. For yet seven days, and 
I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and 
every living thing that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the 
ground.” 

And Noah did according unto all that the Lord commanded him. 

And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon 
the earth. And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons’ 
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wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood. Of clean 
beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of birds and of everything 
that creepeth upon the ground, there went in two and two unto Noah into 
the ark, male and female, as God commanded Noah. And it came to 
pass after the seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the 
earth. In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on 
the seventeenth day of the month, on the same day were all the fountains 
of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 
And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 

In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, 
the sons of Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the three wives of his sons with 
them, into the ark; they, and every beast after its kind, and all the cattle 
after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth 
after its kind, and every bird after its kind. And they went in with Noah 
into the ark, two and two of all flesh wherein is the breath of life. And 
they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God commanded 
him: and the Lord shut him in. 

And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, 
and bore up the ark, and it was lifted up above the earth. And the waters 
prevailed, and increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon 
the face of the waters. And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the 
earth; and all the high mountains that were under the whole heaven were 
covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the moun- 
tains were covered. And all life died that moved upon the earth, both 
bird, and cattle, and beast, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth, and every man: all in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of 
all that was in the dry land, died. And every living thing was destroyed 
which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and creeping 
thing, and bird of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: 
and Noah only was left, and they that were with him in the ark. And 
the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days. 


The Dove and the Olive Leaf 


And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle 
that were with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the 
earth, and the waters assuaged; the fountains also of the deep and the 
windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained; 
and the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end 
of an hundred and fifty days the waters decreased. And the ark rested 
in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the 
mountains of Ararat. And the waters decreased continually until the 
tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the 
tops of the mountains seen. 
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And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the 
window of the ark which he had made: and he sent forth a raven, and it 
went forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth. 
And he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from 
off the face of the ground; but the dove found no rest for the sole of her 
foot, and she returned unto him to the ark, for the waters were on the face 
of the whole earth: and he put forth his hand, and took her, and brought 
her in unto him into the ark. And he stayed yet other seven days; and 
again he sent forth the dove out of the ark; and the dove came in to him 
at eventide; and, lo, in her mouth an olive leaf plucked off: so Noah 
knew that the waters were abated from off the earth. And he stayed yet 
other seven days; and sent forth the dove; and she returned not again 
unto him any more. And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, 
in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up 
from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and 
looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dried. And in the second 
month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month. was the earth dry. 

And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives 
with him: every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, whatsoever 
moveth upon the earth, after their families, went forth out of the ark. 


The Rainbow in the Sky 


And God said, “I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall 
all life be cut off any more by the waters of the flood; neither shall there 
any more be a flood to destroy the earth. This is the token of the covenant 
which I make between me and you and every living creature that is with 
you, for perpetual generations: I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall 
be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. And it shall 
come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be 
seen in the cloud, and I will remember my covenant, which is between me 
and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no 
more become a flood to destroy all life. And the bow shall be in the cloud; 
and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth. 
This is the token of the covenant which I have established between me 
and all flesh that is upon the earth.” 


160 THE GOLDEN BOOK 


THE STORY OF THE TOWER OF BABEL 


A Foolish Plan and Its Failure 


And the whole earth was of one language and of one speech. And it 
came to pass, as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land 
of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to another, “Come, 
let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly.” 

And they had brick for stone, and pitch had they for mortar. And they 
said, ‘‘Come, let us build us a city, and a tower, whose top may reach unto 
heaven, and let us make us a name; lest we be scattered abroad upon the 
face of the whole earth.” 

And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the 
children of men builded. And the Lord said, “‘Behold, they are one 
people, and they have all one language; and this is what they begin to do: 
and now nothing will be withholden from them, which they purpose to 
do. Come, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they 
may not understand one another’s speech.” 

So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the 
earth: and they left off building the city. Therefore was the name of it 
called Babel (that is, confusion); because the Lord did there confound 
the language of all the earth: and from thence did the Lord scatter them 
abroad upon the face of all the earth. 


RUTH IN THE HARVEST FIELDS OF BOAZ 


By Briick-Lajos. Born at Papa, Hungary, November 3, 1846- 


‘And she came and gleaned in the field after the reapers: and she chanced to come to 
the part of the field belonging to Boaz.” 


“Perhaps the selfsame song that found a path 
Through the sad heart of Ruth, when, sick for home, 
She stood in tears amid the alien corn.” 
—Keats—“ Ode to a Nightingale” 


Cales of Brave Women 


efe 


RUTH 


PERSONS OF THE STORY 


Naomi and Elimelech, Hebrews who went to live in Moab. 
Mahlon and Chilion, Sons of Naomi and Elimelech. 

Ruth and Orpah, Daughters-in-law of Naomi and Elimelech. 
Boaz, a wealthy farmer of Beth-lehem and kinsman of Naomi. 
Reapers, gleaners, a second kinsman of Naomi. 


PLACE OF THE STORY 
Moab. 
Beth-lehem of Judah. 


(One of the sweetest stories of the Bible is that of Ruth the Moabitess. Many of the 
pages of the Old Testament are filled with the noise and tumult of battle, but this tale 
breathes only of peace and calm, of sunny harvest days when fair Ruth gleaned in the fields 
around the old town of Beth-lehem.) 

And it came to pass in the days when the judges judged, that there was 
a famine in the land. And a certain man of Beth-lehem-judah went to 
sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons. And 
the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and 
the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, men of Beth-lehem-judah. 
And they came into the country of Moab, and continued there. 

And Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was left, and her two 
sons. And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the 
one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth: and they dwelled there 
about ten years. 

And Mahlon and Chilion died both of them; and the woman was bereft 
of her two children and of her husband. Then she arose with her 
daughters-in-law, that she might return from the country of Moab: for 
she had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had visited his people 
in giving them bread. And she went forth out of the place where she 
was, and her two daughters-in-law with her; and they went on the way to 
return unto the land of Judah. 

And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ‘‘Go, return each of you 
to her mother’s house: the Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt 
with the dead, and with me. The Lord grant you that ye may find rest, 
each of you in the house of her husband.” 
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Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept. And 
they said to her, ‘Nay, but we will return with thee to thy people.” 

And Naomi said, “Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go with me? 
Turn again, my daughters, go your way.” 

And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her 
mother-in-law; but Ruth clave unto her. 

And she said, “ Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back to her people, and 
to her god: return thou after thy sister-in-law.”’ 

And Ruth said, ‘“‘ Intreat me not to leave thee, and to return from follow- 
ing after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, 
I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: where 
thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me, and 
more also, if aught but death part thee and me.” 

And when she saw that she was steadfastly minded to go with her, she 
left off speaking to her. So they two went on to Beth-lehem. 

And it came to pass, when they were come to Beth-lehem, that all the 
city was moved about them, and the women said, “‘Is this Naomi?” 

And she said unto them, ‘‘Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the 
Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, and the Lord 
hath brought me home again empty: why call ye me Naomi, seeing the 
Lord hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me?”’ 

So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, with 
her, who returned out of the country of Moab: and they came to Beth- 
lehem in the beginning of barley harvest. 

And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband’s, a man of great wealth, of 
the family of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. And Ruth the 
Moabitess said to Naomi, ‘“‘Let me now go to the field, and glean among 
the ears of grain after him in whose sight I shall find favor.” 

And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 

And she went, and came and gleaned in the field after the reapers: and 
she chanced to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was 
of the family of Elimelech. 

And, behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem, and said to the reapers, 
“The Lord be with you.” 

And they answered him, “The Lord bless thee.” 

Then said Boaz to his servant that was set over the reapers, ‘‘ What 
young woman is this?”’ 

And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and said, “It 
is the Moabitish maiden that came back with Naomi out of the country 
of Moab: and she said, ‘Let me glean, I pray you, and gather after the 
reapers among the sheaves’: so she came, and hath continued even from 
the morning until now, save that she tarried a little in the house.” 

Then said Boaz to Ruth, ‘‘ Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to 
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glean in another field, neither pass from hence, but abide here fast by my 
maidens. Let thine eyes be on the field that they reap, and go thou after 
them: have I not charged the young men that they shall not touch thee? 
and when thou art athirst, go to the vessels, and drink of that which the 
young men have drawn.” 

Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said to 
him, “Why have I found favor in thy sight that thou shouldest take 
knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger?” 

And Boaz answered and said to her, ‘‘It hath fully been showed me, all 
that thou hast done to thy mother-in-law since the death of thine husband: 
and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy 
nativity, and art come to a people which thou knewest not heretofore. 
The Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the 
Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to take refuge.” 

Then she said, “Let me find favor in thy sight, my lord; because thou 
hast comforted me, and because thou hast spoken kindly unto thine 
handmaid, though I am a stranger.” 

And at mealtime Boaz said unto her, “‘Come hither, and eat of the bread, 
and dip thy morsel in the cup.”’ 

And she sat beside the reapers: and they passed her parched grain, and 
she ate and was satisfied. 

And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, 
saying, “‘Let her glean even among the sheaves, and reproach her not. 
And also pull out some for her from the bundles, and leave it, and let her 
glean, and rebuke her not.” 

So she gleaned in the field until even; and she beat out what she had 
gleaned, and it was about an ephah of barley. And she took it up, and 
went into the city: and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. 

And she said unto her, ‘‘Where hast thou gleaned to-day? and where 
hast thou worked? blessed be he that helped thee.” 

And she showed her mother-in-law with whom she had worked, and 
said, “The man’s name with whom I worked to-day is Boaz.” 

And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he of the Lord, 
who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead. The man 
is nigh of kin unto us, one of our near kinsmen.” 

And Ruth the Moabitess said, ‘‘ Yea, he said unto me, “Thou shalt keep 
fast by my young men, until they have ended all my harvest.’”’ . 

And Naomi said to Ruth, her daughter-in-law, “It is good, my daughter, 
that thou go out with his maidens, and that they meet thee not in any 
other field.” 

So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean until the end of barley 
harvest and of wheat harvest; and she dwelt with her mother-in-law. 

And Naomi her mother-in-law said unto her, “‘ My daughter, shall I not 
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seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee? And now is there not 
Boaz our kinsman, with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he winnoweth 
barley to-night in the threshing-floor. Wash thyself therefore, and anoint 
thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and go down to the threshing-floor: 
but make not thyself known to the man, until he shall have done eating 
and drinking. And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark 
the place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his feet, 
and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do.” 

And she said to her, “All that thou sayest I will do.” 

And she went down unto the threshing-floor, and did according to all 
that her mother-in-law bade her. 

And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went 
to lie down at the end of the heap of corn: and she came softly, and 
uncovered his feet, and laid her down. 

And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned 
himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his feet. And he said, “Who art 
thou?”’ 

And she answered, ‘‘I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy 
robe over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman.” 

And he said, ‘Blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter: thou hast 
showed more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch 
as thou followedst not young men, whether poor or rich. And now, my 
daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou sayest: for all the city 
of my people doth know that thou art a worthy woman. And now it is 
true that Iam a near kinsman: howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than I. 
Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, that if he will perform 
unto thee the part of a kinsman, well; let him do the kinsman’s part: but 
if he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, then will I do the part of 
a kinsman to thee, as the Lord liveth: lie down until the morning.” 

And she lay at his feet until the morning: and she rose up before one 
could discern another. 

For he said, “Let it not be known that a woman came to the threshing- 
floor.” 

And he said, “Bring the mantle that is upon thee, and hold it.” 

And she held it: and he measured six measures of barley, and gave it 
to her: and he went into the city. 

And when she came to her mother-in-law, she said, “How hast thou 
fared, my daughter?”’ 

And she told her all that the man had done to her. And she said, 
“These six measures of barley gave he me; for he said, ‘Go not empty 
unto thy mother-in-law.’ ”’ 

Then said she, “Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter 
will fall: for the man will not rest, until he has finished the thing this day.” 
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Now Boaz went up to the gate, and sat down there: and, behold, the 
near kinsman of whom Boaz spoke came by; to whom he said, “‘Ho, 
kinsman! turn aside, sit down here.” 

And he turned aside, and sat down. 

And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, “Sit ye down 
here.” 

And they sat down. 

And he said to the near kinsman, ‘‘ Naomi, who has come again out of 
the country of Moab, selleth the piece of land, which was our brother 
Elimelech’s: and I thought to inform thee, saying, ‘Buy it before them 
that sit here, and before the elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, 
redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that I:may know: 
for there is none to redeem it beside thee; and I am after thee.’”’ 

And he said, “I will redeem it.” 

Then said Boaz, “The day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, 
thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to 
raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance.” 

And the near kinsman said, “‘I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar 
mine own inheritance: take thou my right of redemption on thee; for 
I cannot redeem it.” 

(Now this was the custom in former time in Israel concerning redeeming 
and concerning exchanging, to confirm all things; a man drew off his shoe, 
and gave it to his neighbor: and this was the manner of attestation in 
Israel.) 

So the near kinsman said unto Boaz, “Buy it for thyself.’”’ And he 
drew off his shoe. 

And Boaz said to the elders, and unto all the people, “‘ Ye are witnesses 
this day, that I have bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that was 
Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, of the hand of Naomi. Moreover Ruth the 
Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise 
up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead 
be not cut off from among his brethren: ye are witnesses this day.” 

And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, “We are 
witnesses. The Lord make the woman that is come into thine house like 
Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: and do 
thou worthily in Ephrathah, and be famous in Beth-lehem.” 

So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. 

And a son was born to them. 

And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse 
unto it. And the women her neighbors gave it a name, saying, “There 
is a son born to Naomi’’; and they called his name Obed: he is the father 
of Jesse, the father of David. 
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DEBORAH AND JAEL 


PERSONS OF THE STORY 


Deborah, the Prophetess. Sisera, captain of Jabin’s host. 
Jael, wife of Heber, the Kenite. Heber, the Kenite. ; 
Jabin, King of Canaan. Barak, leader of the Israelites. 


PLACE OF THE STORY 


“The Palm Tree of Deborah.” The Tent of Heber, the Kenite. 
The River Kishon. 


The Story of Two Women Who Helped to Overcome and 
Kill a Mighty Warrior 


And the children of Israel did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord. And the Lord gave them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, 
who reigned in Hazor; the captain of whose host was Sisera. And the 
children of Israel cried to the Lord: for he had nine hundred chariots of 
iron; and twenty years he mightily oppressed the children of Israel. 

Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, judged Israel at 
that time. And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah between 
Ramah and Beth-el in the hill country of Ephraim: and the children of 
Israel came up to her for judgment. And she sent and called Barak the 
son of Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali, and said to him, “‘Hath not the 
Lord, the God of Israel, commanded, saying, ‘Go to Mount Tabor, and 
take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the 
children of Zebulun? And I will bring to thee to the river Kishon Sisera, 
the captain of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his host; and I will 
deliver him into thine hand.’”’ 

And Barak said to her, “If thou wilt go with me, then I will go: but if 
thou wilt not go with me, I will not go.” 

And she said, “I will surely go with thee: notwithstanding the journey 
that thou takest shall not be for thine honor; for the Lord will give Sisera 
into the hand of a woman.” 

And Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. And Barak 
called the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali together to Kedesh; and there 
went up ten thousand men with him: and Deborah went up with him. 
Now Heber the Kenite had separated himself from the Kenites, and had 
pitched his tent by an oak near Kedesh. And they told Sisera that 
Barak the son of Abinoam was gone up to Mount Tabor. And Sisera 
gathered together all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots of iron, 
and all the people that were with him. And Deborah said unto Barak, 
“Up; for this is the day in which the Lord hath delivered Sisera into thine 
hand: is not the Lord gone out before thee?” 


WOMAN WITH BABY IN HAMMOCK 


From a photograph by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, and 
used by his kind permission 


This interesting picture shows a woman of the East carrying a baby in a hammock, 
with an older child beside her on the rock. 
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So Barak went down from Mount Tabor, and ten thousand men with 
him. And the Lord discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots, and all his 
host, with the edge of the sword before Barak; and Sisera leaped down 
from his chariot and fled away on foot. But Barak pursued after the 
chariots, and after the host: and all the host of Sisera fell by the edge of 
the sword; there was not a man left. 

Howbeit Sisera fled away on foot to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber 
the Kenite: for there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the 
house of Heber the Kenite. And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said 
to him, “Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; fear not.” 

And he turned in to her into the tent, and she covered him with a rug. 
And he said to her, “‘Give me, I pray thee, a little water to drink; for 
I am thirsty.” 

And she opened a bottle of milk, and gave him drink, and covered him. 
And he said to her, “‘Stand in the door of the tent, and it shall be, when 
any man doth come and inquire of thee, and say, ‘Is there any man here?’ 
that thou shalt say, ‘No.’”’ 

Then Jael, Heber’s wife, took a tent-pin, and took an hammer in her 
hand, and went softly to him, and smote the pin into his temples, and it 
pierced through into the ground; for he was in a deep sleep, and weary; 
so he died. And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet 
him, and said to him, “‘Come, and I will show thee the man whom thou 
seekest.”” And he came to her; and, behold, Sisera lay dead and the 
tent-pin was in his temple. 

So God subdued on that day Jabin the king of Canaan before the 
children of Israel. And the hand of the children of Israel prevailed more 
and more against Jabin the king of Canaan, until they had destroyed 
Jabin king of Canaan. 


ESTHER 


PERSONS OF THE STORY 


Ahasuerus, King of Persia. 

Vashti, Queen of Ahasuerus, deposed by him. 
Esther, Queen of Ahasuerus. 

Mordecai, an officer of the Court. 

Courtiers, officers, women of the harem, messengers. 


PLACE OF THE STORY 
The Palace of Ahasuerus. 


The Story of a Brave Queen Who Saved Her People in a 
Foreign Land 


Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus (this is Ahasuerus who 
reigned, from India even to Ethiopia, over an hundred and seven and 
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twenty provinces): that in those days, when the king Ahasuerus sat on 
the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan the palace, in the third 
year of his reign, he made a feast for all his princes and his servants; the 
mighty men of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, 
being before him: when he showed the riches of his glorious kingdom and 
the honor of his excellent majesty many days, even an hundred and 
eighty days. 

And when these days were ended, the king made a feast for all the 
people that were present in Shushan the palace, both great and small, 
seven days, in the court of the garden of the king’s palace; there were 
hangings of white cloth, of green, and of blue, fastened with cords of fine 
linen and purple to silver rings and pillars of marble: the couches were of 
gold and silver, upon a pavement of red, and white, and yellow, and black 
marble. And they gave them drink in vessels of gold, (the vessels being 
different one from another,) and royal wine in abundance, according to 
the bounty of the king. 

Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women in the royal house 
who belonged to King Ahasuerus. 

On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, 
he commanded the seven chamberlains that ministered in the presence of 
Ahasuerus the king, to bring Vashti the queen before the king with the 
crown royal, to show the peoples and the princes her beauty: for she was 
fair to look on. But the queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s 
commandment by the chamberlains: therefore was the king very wroth, 
and his anger burned in him. Then the king said to the wise men, ‘‘ What 
shall we do to the queen Vashti according to law, because she hath not 
done the bidding of the king Ahasuerus by the chamberlains?”’ 

And one of the wise men answered before the king and the princes, 
“Vashti the queen hath not done wrong to the king only, but also to all 
the princes, and to all the peoples who are in all the provinces of the king 
Ahasuerus. For this deed of the queen will come abroad to all women, 
to make their husbands contemptible in their eyes, when it shall be 
reported, “The king Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to be brought 
in before him, but she came not.’ And this day will the princesses of 
Persia and Media which have heard of the deed of the queen say the like 
unto all the king’s princes. So shall there arise much contempt and wrath. 
If it please the king, let there go forth a royal commandment from him, 
and let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes, that it 
be not altered, that Vashti come no more before King Ahasuerus; and let 
the king give her royal estate to another who is better than she. 

“And when the king’s decree which he shall make shall be published 
throughout all his kingdom, all the wives shall give to their husbands 
honor, both to great and small.” 
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And the saying pleased the king and the princes; and the king did 
according to the word of the wise men: for he sent letters into all the 
king’s provinces, into every province according to the writing thereof, 
and to every people after their language, that every man should bear rule 
in his own house, and should publish it according to the language of his 
people. 

After these things, when the wrath of King Ahasuerus was pacified, he 
remembered Vashti and what she had done, and what was decreed against 
her. Then said the king’s servants that ministered unto him, “Let there 
be fair young maidens sought for the king: and let the king appoint officers 
in all the provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather together all the 
fair young maidens to Shushan the palace, to the house of the women, unto 
the custody of Hegai the king’s chamberlain, keeper of the women; and 
let the maiden which pleaseth the king be queen instead of Vashti.”’ And 
the thing pleased the king; and he did so. 

There was a certain Jew in Shushan the palace, whose name was 
Mordecai, a Benjamite; who had been carried away from Jerusalem with 
the captives which had been carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away. And he 
brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter: for she had 
neither father nor mother, and the maiden was fair and beautiful; and 
when her father and mother were dead, Mordecai took her for his own 
daughter. So it came to pass, when the king’s commandment and his 
decree was heard, and when many maidens were gathered together to 
Shushan the palace, to the custody of Hegai, that Esther was taken into 
the king’s house, to the custody of Hegai, keeper of the women. And the 
maiden pleased him, and she obtained kindness of him. Esther had not 
made known her people nor her kindred: for Mordecai had charged her 
that she should not make it known. And Mordecai walked every day 
before the court of the women’s house, to know how Esther did, and what 
would become of her. Now when the turn of every maiden was come to 
go in to King Ahasuerus, in this wise came the maiden to the king, what- 
soever she desired was given her to go with her out of the house of the 
women to the king’s house. In the evening she went, and on the morrow 
she returned into the second house of the women: she came in to the king 
no more, except the king delighted in her, and that she were called by 
name. 

Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail the uncle of 
Mordecai, who had taken her for his daughter, was come to go in to the 
king, she required nothing but what Hegai the king’s chamberlain, the 
keeper of the women, appointed. And Esther obtained favor in the 
sight of all them that looked upon her. So Esther was taken to King 
Ahasuerus into his house royal in the tenth month, which is the month 
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Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. And the king loved Esther 
above all the women, and she obtained favor and kindness in his sight 
more than all the maidens, so that he set the royal crown upon her head, 
and made her queen instead of Vashti. 

Then the king made a great feast to all his princes and his servants, 
even Esther’s feast; and he made a release to the provinces, and gave 
gifts, according to the bounty of the king. And when the maidens were 
gathered together the second time, then Mordecai sat in the king’s gate. 
Esther had not yet made known her kindred nor her people; as Mordecai 
had charged her: for Esther did the commandment of Mordecai, just as 
when she was brought up with him. 

In those days, while Mordecai sat in the king’s gate, two of the king’s 
chamberlains, Bigthan and Teresh, of those who kept the door, were 
wroth, and sought to lay hands on the king Ahasuerus. And the thing 
was known to Mordecai, who showed it unto Esther the queen; and 
Esther told the king thereof in Mordecai’s name. And when inquiry was 
made into the matter, and it was found to be so, they were both hanged 
on a tree: and it was written in the book of the chronicles before the 
king. 

After these things did King Ahasuerus promote Haman and advanced 
him, and set his seat above all the princes that were with him. And all 
the king’s servants, who were in the king’s gate, bowed down, and did 
reverence to Haman: for the king had so commanded concerning him. 
But Mordecai bowed not down, nor did him reverence. Then the king’s 
servants, who were in the king’s gate, said unto Mordecai, ‘“‘ Why trans- 
gressest thou the king’s commandment?” 

Now it came to pass, when they spoke daily to him, and he hearkened 
not to them, that they told Haman, to see how Mordecai’s case would 
stand: for he had told them that he was a Jew. And when Haman saw 
that Mordecai bowed not down, nor did him reverence, then was Haman 
full of wrath. But he thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for 
they had made known to him the people of Mordecai: wherefore Haman 
sought to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom 
of Ahasuerus, even the people of Mordecai. In the first month, which is 
the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, 
that is, the lot, before Haman from day to day, and from month to month, 
to the twelfth month, which is the month Adar. 

And Haman said unto King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people 
scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of 
thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from those of every people; 
neither keep they the king’s laws: therefore it is not for the king’s profit 
to suffer them. If it please the king, let it be written that they be 
destroyed: and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of 
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those that have the charge of the king’s business, to bring it into the king’s 
treasuries.” 

And the king took his ring from his hand, and gave it unto Haman, the 
Jew’s enemy. 

And the king said unto Haman, “The silver is given to thee, the people 
also, to do with them as it seemeth good to thee.” 

Then were the king’s scribes called in the first month, on the thirteenth 
day thereof, and there was written according to all that Haman com- 
manded unto the king’s satraps, and to the governors that were over 
every province, and to the princes of every people; to every province 
according to the writing thereof, and to every people after their language; 
in the name of King Ahasuerus was it written, and it was sealed with the 
king’s ring. And letters were sent by the king’s messengers into all the 
king’s provinces, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both 
young and old, little children and women, in one day, even upon the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, and to 
take the spoil of them for a prey. A copy of the writing, that the decree 
should be given out in every province, was published to all the peoples, 
that they should be ready at that day. The king’s messenger went forth 
in haste by the king’s commandment, and the decree was given out in 
Shushan the palace: and the king and Haman sat down to drink; but 
the city of Shushan was perplexed. 

Now when Mordecai knew all that was done, Mordecai rent his clothes, 
and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, 
and cried with a loud and a bitter cry: and he came even before the king’s 
gate: for none might enter within the king’s gate clothed with sackcloth. 

And in every province, whithersoever the king’s commandment and 
his decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, and fasting, 
and weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes. And 
Esther’s maidens and her chamberlains came and told it her; and the 
queen was exceedingly grieved: and she sent raiment to clothe Mordecai, 
and to take his sackcloth from off him: but he received it not. 

Then called Esther for Hathach, one of the king’s chamberlains, whom 
he had appointed to attend upon her, and charged him to go to Mordecai, 
to know what this was, and why it was. So Hathach went forth to 
Mordecai unto the public square of the city, which was before the king’s 
gate. And Mordecai told him of all that had happened to him, and the 
exact sum of the money that Haman had promised to pay to the king’s 
treasuries for the Jews, to destroy them. Also he gave him the copy of 
the writing of the decree that was given out in Shushan to destroy them, 
to show it unto Esther, and to declare it unto her; and to charge her that 
she should go in to the king, to make supplication unto him, and to make 
request before him, for her people. 
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And Hathach came and told Esther the words of Mordecai. Then 
Esther spoke to Hathach, and gave him a message unto Mordecai, saying: 
“All the king’s servants, and the people of the king’s provinces, know, 
that whosoever, whether man or woman, shall come to the king into the 
inner court, who is not called, there is one law for him, that he be put to 
death, except those to whom the king shall hold out the golden scepter, 
that he may live: but I have not been called to come in unto the king 
these thirty days.” 

And they told to Mordecai Esther’s words. 

Then Mordecai bade them return answer unto Esther, ‘Think not that 
thou shalt escape in the king’s house, more than all the Jews. For if 
thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall relief and 
deliverance arise to the Jews from another place, but thou and thy father’s 
house shall perish: and who knoweth whether thou art not come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?” 

Then Esther bade them return answer unto Mordecai, “Go, gather 
together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and 
neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my maidens wiil 
fast in like manner; and so will I go in to the king, which is not according 
to the law: and if I perish, I perish.” 

So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that Esther had 
commanded him. 

Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal 
apparel, and stood in the inner court of the king’s house, over against 
the king’s house: and the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal 
house, over against the entrance of the house. And when the king saw 
Esther the queen standing in the court, she obtained favor in his sight: 
and the king held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. 
So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the scepter. Then said the 
king to her, “What wilt thou, Queen Esther? and what is thy request? 
it shall be given thee even to the half of the kingdom.” 

And Esther said, “If it seem good to the king, let the king and Haman 
come this day to the banquet that I have prepared for him.” 

Then the king said, ‘Cause Haman to make haste, that it may be done 
as Esther hath said.” 

So the king and Haman came to the banquet that Esther had prepared. 
And the king said to Esther at the banquet of wine, ‘‘ What is thy petition? 
and it shall be granted thee: and what is thy request? even to the half of 
the kingdom it shall be performed.” 

Then answered Esther, and said, ‘My petition and my request is: if 
I have found favor in the sight of the king, and if it please the king to 
grant my petition, and to perform my request, let the king and Haman 
come to the banquet that I shall prepare for them, and I will do to-morrow 
as the king hath said.” 


WEAVER AT RAMALLAH 


From a photograph of Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, and 
used by his kind permission 


There are frequent references to the weaver in the Bible. This man is using a primitive 
loom. 
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Then went Haman forth that day joyful and glad of heart: but when 
Haman saw Mordecai in the king’s gate, that he stood not up nor moved 
for him, he was filled with wrath against Mordecai. Nevertheless Haman 
controlled himself, and went home; and he sent and brought his friends 
and Zeresh his wife. And Haman recounted unto them the glory of his 
riches, and all the things wherein the king had promoted him, and how he 
had advanced him above the princes and servants of the king. Haman 
said moreover, ‘‘ Yea, Esther the queen let no man come in with the king 
to the banquet that she had prepared but myself; and to-morrow also 
am I invited by her together with the king. Yet all this availeth me 
nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s gate.” 

Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him, “Let a gallows 
be made fifty cubits high, and in the morning speak thou to the king that 
Mordecai may be hanged thereon: then go thou in merrily with the king 
to the banquet.’’ And the thing pleased Haman; and he caused the 
gallows to be made. 

On that night the king could not sleep; and he commanded to bring 
the book of records of the chronicles, and they were read before the king. 
And it was found written, that Mordecai had told of Bigthan and Teresh, 
two of the king’s chamberlains, of those that kept the door, who had 
sought to lay hands on the king Ahasuerus. And the king said, “What 
honor and dignity hath been bestowed upon Mordecai for this?”’ 

Then said the king’s servants that ministered unto him, “There is 
nothing done for him.” 

And the king said, ‘“‘ Who is in the court?” 

Now Haman had come into the outward court of the king’s house, to 
speak to the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared 
for him. 

And the king’s servants said unto him, ‘Behold, Haman standeth in 
the court.” 

And the king said, “‘ Let him come in.” 

So Haman came in. And the king said to him, “‘What shall be done 
unto the man whom the king delighteth to honor?” 

Now Haman said in his heart, “To whom would the king delight to do 
honor more than to myself?”’ 

And Haman said to the king, “For the man whom the king delighteth 
to honor, let royal apparel be brought which the king is accustomed to 
wear, and the horse that the king rideth upon, and the crown royal which 
is set upon his head: and let the apparel and the horse be delivered to the 
hand of one of the king’s most noble princes, that they may array the man 
therewith whom the king delighteth to honor, and cause him to ride on 
horseback through the street of the city, and proclaim before him, “Thus 
shall it be done to the man whom the king delighteth to honor.’” 
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Then the king said to Haman, “Make haste, and take the apparel and 
the horse, as thou hast said, and do even so to Mordecai the Jew, that 
sitteth at the king’s gate: let nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken.” 

Then took Haman the apparel and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, 
and caused him to ride through the street of the city, and proclaimed 
before him, ‘““Thus shall it be done unto the man whom the king delighteth 
to honor.” 

And Mordecai came again to the king’s gate. But Haman hasted to 
his house, mourning and having his head covered. And Haman recounted 
unto Zeresh his wife and all his friends everything that had befallen him. 

Then said his wise men, and Zeresh his wife unto him, “If Mordecai, 
before whom thou hast begun to fall, be of the race of the Jews, thou shalt 
not prevail against him, but shalt surely fall before him.” 

While they were yet talking with him, came the king’s chamberlains, 
and hasted to bring Haman unto the banquet that Esther had prepared. 

So the king and Haman came to the banquet with Esther the queen. 
And the king said again to Esther on the second day at the banquet. of 
wine, ‘‘What is thy petition, Queen Esther? and it shall be granted thee: 
and what is thy request? even to the half of the kingdom it shall be 
performed.” 

Then Esther the queen answered and said, “If I have found favor in 
thy sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be given me at my 
petition, and my people at my request: for we are sold, I and my people, 
to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But if we had been sold for 
bondmen and bondwomen, I had held my peace, although the adversary 
could not have compensated for the king’s damage.” 

Then spoke the king Ahasuerus and said to Esther the queen, “‘ Who is 
he, and where is he, that dares presume in his heart to do so?”’ 

And Esther said, “An adversary and an enemy, even this wicked 
Haman.”’ 

Then Haman was afraid before the king and the queen. And the king 
arose in his wrath from the banquet of wine and went into the palace 
garden: and Haman stood up to make request for his life to Esther the 
queen; for he-saw that there was evil determined against him by the 
king. Then the king returned out of the palace garden into the place of 
the banquet of wine; and Haman was fallen upon the couch whereon 
Esther was. Then said the king, “Will he even do harm to the queen 
before me in the house?” As the word went out of the king’s mouth, 
they covered Haman’s face. 

Then said Harbonah, one of the chamberlains that were before the 
king, ‘‘Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits high, which Haman hath 
made for Mordecai, who spoke good for the king, standeth in the house 
of Haman.”’ 
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And the king said, “Hang him thereon.” 

So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for 
Mordecai. Then was the king’s wrath pacified. 

On that day the king Ahasuerus gave the house of Haman the Jew’s 
enemy to Esther the queen. And Mordecai came before the king; for 
Esther had told what he was to her. And the king took off his ring, which 
he had taken from Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai. And Esther set 
Mordecai over the house of Haman. And Esther spoke yet again before 
the king, and fell down at his feet, and besought him with tears to put 
away the mischief of Haman, and the device that he had devised against 
the Jews. Then the king held out to Esther the golden scepter. 

So Esther arose, and stood before the king. And she said, “If it please 
the king, and if I have found favor in his sight, and the thing seem right 
before the king, and I be pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to reverse 
the letters devised by Haman, which he wrote to destroy the Jews which 
are in all the king’s provinces: for how can I endure to see the evil that 
shall come unto my people? or how can I endure to see the destruction of 
my kindred?” 

Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen and to Mordecai 
the Jew, “Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and him 
they have hanged upon the gallows, because he laid his hand upon the 
Jews. Write ye also to the Jews, as it pleaseth you, in the king’s name, 
and seal it with the king’s ring: for the writing which is written in the 
king’s name, and sealed with the king’s ring, may no man reverse.”’ 

Then were the king’s scribes called at that time, in the third month, 
which is the month Sivan, on the three and twentieth day thereof; and 
it was written according to all that Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, 
and to the satraps, and the governors and princes of the provinces which 
are from India unto Ethiopia, an hundred and twenty and seven provinces, 
unto every province according to the writing thereof, and unto every 
people after their language, and to the Jews according to their writing, 
and according to their language. 

And he wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus, and sealed it with the 
king’s ring, and sent letters by king’s messengers on horseback, riding on 
swift steeds that were used in the king’s service: wherein the king granted 
the Jews which were in every city to gather themselves together, and to 
stand for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, all the 
power of the people and province that would assault them, their little ones 
and women, and to take the spoil of them for a prey, upon one day in all 
the provinces of King Ahasuerus, namely, upon the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month, which is the month Adar. A copy of the writing, that 
the decree should be given out in every province, was published unto all 
the peoples, and that the Jews should be ready on that day to avenge 


themselves on their enemies. 
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So the king’s messengers that rode upon swift steeds that were used in 
the king’s service went out, being hastened and urged on by the king’s 
commandment; and the decree was given out in Shushan the palace. 
And Mordecai went forth from the presence of the king in royal apparel 
of blue and white, and with a great crown of gold, and with a robe of fine 
linen and purple: and the city of Shushan shouted and was glad. The 
Jews had light and gladness, and joy and honor. And in every province, 
and in every city, whithersoever the king’s commandment and his decree 
came, the Jews had gladness and joy, a feast and a good day. And many 
among the peoples of the land became Jews; for the fear of the Jews was 
fallen upon them. 

Now in the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, on the thirteenth 
day of the same, when the king’s commandment and his decree drew near to 
be put in execution, in the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to have 
rule over them; whereas it was turned to the contrary, that the Jews had 
rule over them that hated them, the Jews gathered themselves together 
in their cities throughout all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, to lay 
hand on such as sought their hurt: and no man could withstand them; 
for the fear of them was fallen upon all the peoples. And all the princes 
of the provinces, and the satraps, and the governors, and they that did 
the king’s business, helped the Jews; because the fear of Mordecai was 
fallen upon them. For Mordecai was great in the king’s house, and his 
fame went forth throughout all the provinces: for the man Mordecai 
grew greater and greater. And the Jews smote all their enemies with the 
stroke of the sword and with great slaughter and destruction, and did 
what they would unto them that hated them. And in Shushan the 
palace the Jews slew and destroyed five hundred men. And the ten sons 
of Haman, the Jews’ enemy, they slew; but on the spoil they laid not their 
hand. On that day the number of those that were slain in Shushan the 
palace was brought before the king. And the king said unto Esther the 
queen, “The Jews have slain and destroyed five hundred men in Shushan 
the palace, and the ten sons of Haman; what have they done in the rest 
of the king’s provinces! Now what is thy petition? and it shall be granted 
thee; or what is thy request further? and it shall be done.” 

Then said Esther, “If it please the king, let it be granted to the Jews 
which are in Shushan to do to-morrow also according unto this day’s 
decree, and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged upon the gallows.” 

And the king commanded it so to be done: and a decree was given out 
in Shushan; and they hanged Haman’s ten sons. And the Jews that 
were in Shushan gathered themselves together on the fourteenth day also 
of the month Adar, and slew three hundred men in Shushan; but on the 
spoil they laid not their hand. And the other Jews that were in the king’s 
provinces gathered themselves together, and stood for their lives, and had 
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rest from their enemies, and slew of them that hated them seventy and 
five thousand ; but on the spoil they laid not their hand. This was done 
on the thirteenth day of the month Adar; and on the fourteenth day of the 
same they rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. But the 
Jews that were in Shushan assembled together on the thirteenth day 
thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the 
same they rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. Therefore 
do the Jews of the villages, that dwell in the unwalled towns, make the 
fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of gladness and feasting, and a 
good day, and of sending gifts one to another. 

Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all the Jews that 
were in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, both far and near, to 
enjoin them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, 
and the fifteenth day of the same, yearly, as the days wherein the Jews 
had rest from their enemies, and the month which was turned unto them 
from sorrow to gladness, and from mourning into a good day: that they 
should make them days of feasting and gladness, and of sending presents 
one to another, and gifts to the poor. And the Jews undertook to do as 
they had begun, and as Mordecai had written unto them; because Haman, 
the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to destroy them, 
and had cast Pur, that is, the lot, to consume them, and to destroy them; 
but when the matter came before the king, he commanded by letters that 
his wicked device, which he had devised against the Jews, should return 
upon his own head; and that he and his sons should be hanged on the 
gallows. Wherefore they called these days Purim, after the name of Pur. 
Therefore because of all the words of this letter, and of that which they 
had seen concerning this matter, and that which had come unto them, 
the Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon their race, and upon 
all such as joined themselves unto them, so that it should not fail, that 
they would keep these two days according to the writing thereof, and 
according to the appointed time thereof, every year; and that these days 
should be remembered and kept throughout every generation, every 
family, every province, and every city; and that these days of Purim 
should not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial of them perish 
from their race. Then Esther the queen, and Mordecai the Jew, wrote 
with all authority to confirm this second letter of Purim. 

And he sent letters unto all the Jews, to the hundred twenty and seven 
provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with words of peace and truth, to 
confirm these days of Purim in their appointed times, according as Mor- 
decai the Jew and Esther the queen had enjoined them, and as they had 
ordained for themselves and for their race. And the commandment of 
Esther confirmed these matters of Purim; and it was written in the book. 

And the king Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon the land, and upon the 
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isles of the sea. And all the acts of his power and of his might, and the full 
account of the greatness of Mordecai, whereunto the king advanced him, 
are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media 
and Persia? For Mordecai the Jew was next unto King Ahasuerus, and 
great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his brethren; 
seeking the good of his people, and speaking peace to all his race. 


A VIEW OF THE LEBANON MOUNTAINS 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


“The Syrian ranges reach their summits about midway in the Alpine heights of the 
Lebanons. The Lebanons are the focus of Syria. Besides the many streams which spring 
fullborn from their roots, and lavish water on their immediate neighborhood, four great. 
rivers, the Orontes, the Abana, the Litany and the Jordan pass from the Lebanons across the 
length and breadth of the province.”—Smith. 


Cales of Elijah and Elisha 


ofp 


Stories of the Wonderful Deeds Performed by Two Men of God 
Who Lived in Israel 


How Elijah Pronounced the Doom of Drought. How He Was Entertained 
by a Poor Widow, and How He Paid for His Hospitality 

(In the Northern kingdom of Israel, a very wicked king named Ahab came to the 
throne. This very wicked king married a woman named Jezebel, who was even more wicked 
than himself, and they both did continually that which was evil in the sight of God. They 
worshiped idols, and they cruelly put to death those who worshiped God. Then there 
arose a prophet named Elijah, and one day he came to the court of the wicked king and 
queen, and spoke these words) :— 


“As the Lord, the God of Israel, liveth, before whom I stand, there shall 
not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.” 

This made the king very angry, and he would have killed Elijah, but 
he escaped, for the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “‘Get thee hence, 
and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is 
before Jordan. And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and 
I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.’ 

So he went and did according unto the word of the Lord: for he went 
and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And the ravens 
brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the 
evening; and he drank of the brook. And it came to pass after a while, 
that the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land. 

And the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “Arise, get thee to 
Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have 
commanded a widow there to sustain thee.” 

So he arose and went to Zarephath; and when he came to the gate of 
the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks: and he called to her, 
and said, “Bring me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may 
drink.”’ 

And as she was going to bring it, he called to her, and said, “Bring me, 
I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.” 

And she said, “As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an 
handful of meal in the barrel, and a little oil in the cruse: and, behold, 
I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my 


son, that we may eat it, and die.”’ 
And Elijah said unto her, “Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but 
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make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it forth unto me, and after- 
ward make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the Lord, the God 
of Israel, ‘The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of 
oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth.’”’ 

And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and 
he, and her house, did eat many days. The barrel of meal wasted not, 
neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, which 
he spoke by Elijah. 

And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the 
mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was 
no breath left in him. And she said to Elijah, “What have I to do with 
thee, O thou man of God? thou art come unto me to bring my sin to 
remembrance, and to slay my son!” 

And he said to her, ‘‘Give me thy son.” 

And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into the chamber, 
where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. And he cried to the 
Lord, and said, ‘‘O Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the 
widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?”’ 

And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried to the 
Lord, and said, ‘“O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul come 
into him again.”’ 

And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child 
came into him again, and he revived. And Elijah took the child, and 
brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him 
to his mother: and Elijah said, “See, thy son liveth.”’ 

And the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that thou art a man of 
God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.” 


How the Prophets of Baal Were Tested, and Failed—How the Lord Answered 
Eluyah in Fire—How the Great Drought Was at Last Broken 


And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the Lord came to 
Elijah, in the third year, saying, ‘‘Go, show thyself unto Ahab; and I 
will send rain upon the earth.”’ 

And Elijah went to show himself to Ahab. And the famine was sore 
in Samaria. And Ahab called Obadiah, who was over the household. 
(Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly: for, when Jezebel cut off the 
prophets of the Lord, Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them 
by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.) And Ahab said 
to Obadiah, “Go through the land, to all the fountains of water, and to 
all the brooks: perhaps we may find grass and save the horses and mules 
alive, that we lose not all the beasts.” 

So they divided the land between them to pass throughout it: Ahab 
went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself. 
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And as Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him: and he knew 
him, and fell on his face, and said, “Is it thou, my lord Elijah?”’ 

And he answered him, “It is I: go, tell thy lord, ‘Behold, Elijah is 
here.’”’ 

And he said, ‘Wherein have I sinned, that thou wouldest deliver thy 
servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me? As the Lord thy God liveth, 
there is no nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee: 
and when they said, ‘He is not here,’ he took an oath of the kingdom and 
nation, that they found thee not. 

“And now thou sayest, ‘Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here.’ And 
it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that the spirit of the 
Lord shall carry thee whither I know not; and so when I come and tell 
Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me: but I thy servant fear 
the Lord from my youth. Was it not told my lord what I did when 
Jezebel slew the prophets of the Lord, how I hid an hundred men of the 
Lord’s prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water? 
And now thou sayest, ‘Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here’: and he 
shall slay me.” 

And Elijah said, “As the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, 
I will surely show myself to him to-day.”’ 

So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab went to meet 
Elijah. And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said to 
him, “‘Is it thou, thou troubler of Israel?”’ 

And he answered, ‘‘I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy 
father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, 
and thou hast followed Baal. Now therefore send, and gather to me all 
Israel to Mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, 
and the prophets of the Asherah four hundred, who eat at Jezebel’s 
table.” 

So Ahab sent to all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets 
together to Mount Carmel. And Elijah came near to all the people, and 
said, “How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, 
follow him: but if Baal, then follow him.’”’ And the people answered 
him not a word. 

Then said Elijah to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the 
Lord; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men. Let them 
therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for 
themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, and put no fire 
under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on the wood, and put 
no fire under. And call ye on the name of your god, and I will call on the 
name of the Lord: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God.” 

And all the people answered and said, ‘“‘It is well spoken.” 

And Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose you one bullock for 
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yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of 
your god, but put no fire under.” 

And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, 
and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, 
“O Baaly hear-us.* 

But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped 
about the altar which was made. And it came to pass at noon, that 
Elijah mocked them, and said, ‘‘Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is 
musing, or he is gone aside, or he is in a journey, or perhaps he sleepeth, 
and must be awaked.”’ 

And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with 
knives and lances, till the blood gushed out upon them. And when mid- 
day was past, they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening 
sacrifice; but there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that 
regarded. 

And Elijah said unto all the people, “‘Come near unto me”’; and all the 
people came near unto him. 

And he repaired the altar of the Lord that was thrown down. And 
Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the 
sons of Jacob. And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the 
Lord; and he made a trench about the altar. And he put the wood in 
order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid it on the wood. And he 
said, “Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt offering, and 
on the wood.” 

And he said, “‘ Do it the second time’’; and they did it the second time. 

And he said, “Do it the third time’’; and they did it the third time. 

And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also 
with water. And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening 
sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, ‘“‘O Lord, the God 
of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art 
God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these 
things at thy word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may 
know that thou, Lord, art God, and that thou hast turned their heart 
back again.” 

Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt offering, and the 
wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in 
the trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and 
they said, ‘‘The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God.” 

And Elijah said to them, “Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of 
them escape.”’ And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to 
the brook Kishon, and slew them there. And Elijah said unto Ahab, 
“Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of abundance of rain.”’ 

So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top 
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of Carmel; and he bowed himself down upon the earth, and put his face 
between his knees. And he said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward 
the sea.”’ 

And he went up and looked, and said, “There is nothing.” 

And he said, ‘‘Go again seven times.” 

And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, “Behold, there 
ariseth a cloud out of the sea, as small as a man’s hand.” 

And he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Make ready thy chariot, and get 
thee down, that the rain stop thee not.’” 

And it came to pass in a little while, that the heaven grew black with 
clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went 
to Jezreel. And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; and he girded up 
his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel. 


How Elijah, Threatened by Queen Jezebel, Lost Courage. How He Made 
a Long Journey to Hear God Speak 


And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had slain 
all the prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto 
Elijah, saying, ‘So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not 
thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow about this time.” 

And when he heard this, he arose, and fled for his life, and came to 
Beer-sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there. But 
he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat 
down under a juniper tree: and he prayed that he might die; and said, 
““Tt is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life; for Iam not better than 
my fathers.” 

And he lay down and slept under a juniper tree; and, behold, an angel 
touched him, and said unto him, “Arise and eat.” 

And he looked, and, behold, there was at his head a cake baked on the 
coals, and a cruse of water. And he ate and drank, and laid him down 
again. And the angel of the Lord came again the second time, and 
touched him, and said, ‘‘ Arise and eat; because the journey is too great 
for thee.” 

And he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food 
forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. And he came 
thither to a cave and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the Lord 
came to him, and he said to him, ‘What doest thou here, Elijah?” 

And he said, “‘I have been very jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; 
for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine 
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword: and I, even I only, am 
left; and they seek my life, to take it away.” 

And he said, “Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord.” 

And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the 
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mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord 
was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord 
was not in the earthquake: and after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord 
was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. And, when 
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and 
stood at the entrance of the eave. And, behold, there came a voice unto 
him, and said, ‘‘ What doest thou here, Elijah?” 

And he said, “I have been very jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; 
for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine 
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am 
left; and they seek my life, to take it away.” 

And the Lord said to him, ‘‘Go, return on thy way to the wilderness 
of Damascus: and when thou comest, thou shalt anoint Hazael to be 
king over Syria: and Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king 
over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou 
anoint to be prophet in thy stead. 

‘And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth from the sword of 
Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu 
shall Elisha slay. Yet will I leave me seven thousand in Israel, all the 
knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not 
kissed him.”’ 

So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was 
plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: 
and Elijah passed over unto him, and cast his mantle upon him. And 
he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, “‘ Let me, I pray thee, kiss 
my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee.” 

And he said unto him, “‘Go back again; for what have I done to thee?” 

And he returned from following him, and took the yoke of oxen, and 
slew them, and made a feast of their flesh, and gave to the people, and 
they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto 
him. 


How the Wicked King and Queen Did an Evil Deed, and How 
They Were Rebuked by Elijah 


And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jezreelite had 
a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab king of 
Samaria. And Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying, “‘Give me thy vineyard, 
that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near to my house; 
and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it: or, if it seem good to 
thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money.” 

And Naboth said to Ahab, “The Lord forbid it me, that I should give 
the inheritance of my fathers to thee.” 

And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased because of the 
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word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him: for he had said, 
“T will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers.” 

And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his face, and 
would eat no bread. But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said to him, 
“Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread?” 

And he said to her, “Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite, and 
said to him, “Give me thy vineyard for money; or else, if it please thee, 
I will give thee another vineyard for it’: and he answered, ‘I will not give 
thee my vineyard.’”’ 

And Jezebel his wife said unto him, “ Dost thou now govern the kingdom 
of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry: I will give 
thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.”’ 

So she wrote letters in Ahab’s'name, and sealed them with his seal, and 
sent the letters to the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, and 
that dwelt with Naboth. And she wrote in the letters, saying, “‘ Proclaim 
a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people: and set two men, base 
fellows, before him, and let them bear witness against him, saying, ‘Thou 
didst curse God and the king.’ And then carry him out, and stone him to 
death.” 

And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles who dwelt in 
his city, did as Jezebel had sent to them, according as it was written in 
the letters which she had sent to them. They proclaimed a fast, and set 
Naboth on high among the people. And the two base fellows came in 
and sat before him: and bore witness against him, even against Naboth 
in the presence of the people, saying, ‘‘ Naboth cursed God and the king.” 

Then they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him to death. 
Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, “‘Naboth is stoned, and is dead.” And 
it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and was 
dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, ‘“‘Arise, take possession of the vineyard 
of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee for money: for 
Naboth is not alive, but dead.” 

And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that 
Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to 
take possession of it. 

And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, “Arise, 
go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who dwelleth in Samaria: behold, 
he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to take possession 
of it. And thou shalt speak to him, saying, ‘Thus saith the Lord, Hast 
thou killed, and also taken possession?’ and thou shalt speak unto him, 
saying, ‘Thus saith the Lord, In the place where dogs licked the blood of 
Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.’”’ 

And Ahab said to Elijah, “Hast thou found me, O mine enemy?” 

And he answered, ‘“‘I have found thee: because thou hast sold thyself 
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to do that which is evil in the sight of the Lord. Behold, I will bring evil 
upon thee, and will utterly sweep thee away: and I will make thine house 
like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha 
the son of Ahijah, for the provocation wherewith thou hast provoked me 
to anger, and hast made Israel to sin.” 

And of Jezebel also spoke the Lord, saying, ‘‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel 
by the rampart of Jezreel. Him that dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs 
shall eat; and him that dieth in the field shall the birds of the air eat.” 

And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent his 
clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, 
and humbled himself. And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the 
Tishbite, saying, ‘‘Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me? 
because he humbleth himself before me, I will not bring the evil in his 
days: but in his son’s days will I bring the evil upon his house.” 


How God Took Elijah in a Chariot of Fire 


And it came to pass, when the Lord would take up Elijah by a whirl- 
wind into heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. And Elijah 
said to Elisha, “‘Tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me as 
far as Beth-el.’”’ 

And Elisha said, ‘‘As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee.” 

So they went down to Beth-el. And the sons of the prophets who 
were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, “‘ Knowest thou 
that the Lord will take away thy master from thee to-day?” 

And he said, ‘‘ Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.”’ 

And Elijah said to him, “Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord 
hath sent me to Jericho.” 

And he said, ‘“‘As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee.” 

So they came to Jericho. And the sons of the prophets that were at 
Jericho came near to Elisha, and said to him, “ Knowest thou that the 
Lord will take away thy master from thee to-day?” 

And he answered, “‘ Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.” 

And Elijah said unto him, “Tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath 
sent me to Jordan.” 

And he said, “As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee.” 

And they two went on. And fifty men of the sons of the prophets 
went, and stood over against them afar off: and they two stood by 
Jordan. And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote 
the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two 
went over on dry ground. And it came to pass, when they were gone 
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over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, ‘Ask what I shall do for thee, before 
I be taken from thee.”’ 

And Elisha said, ‘‘I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon 
me.” 

And he said, “Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see 
me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee: but if not, it shall 
not be so.” 

And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, 
there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, which parted them 
both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And 
Elisha saw it, and he cried, ‘‘My father, my father, the chariots of Israel 
and the horsemen thereof!” 

And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent 
them in two pieces. He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from 
him, and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan. And he took the 
mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, 
“Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?”’ and when he also had smitten 
the waters, they were divided hither and thither: and Elisha went 
over. 

And when the sons of the prophets which were at Jericho over against 
him saw him, they said, “‘The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha.” And 
they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground before 
him. And they said to him, “‘Behold now, there be with thy servants 
fifty strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master: lest 
perhaps the spirit of the Lord hath taken him up, and cast him upon some 
mountain, or into some valley.” 

And he said, “‘ Ye shall not send.” 

And when they urged him till he was wearied, he said, “Send.’”’ They 
sent therefore fifty men; and they sought three days, but found him not. 

And they came back to him, while he tarried at Jericho; and he said 
unto them, ‘Did I not say unto you, ‘Go not’?”’ 


How Elisha Healed the Waters 


And the men of the city said to Elisha, “Behold, we pray thee, the 
situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water is bad, 
and the land is unfruitful.”’ 

And he said, ‘‘ Bring me a new jar, and put salt therein.” 

And they brought it to him. And he went forth to the spring of the 
waters, and cast salt therein, and said, ‘Thus saith the Lord, ‘I have 
healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any more death or 
unfruitfulness.’”’ 

So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the word of Elisha 


which he spoke. 
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How Elisha Helped a Poor Woman to Pay a Debt 

Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets 
to Elisha, saying, ““Thy servant my husband is dead: and thou knowest 
that thy servant feared the Lord: and the creditor is come to take my two 
children to be bondmen.”’ 

And Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for thee? tell me; what hast 
thou in the house?” 

And she said, ‘‘Thine handmaid hath nothing in the house, save a jar 
of oil.” 

Then he said, “Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbors, 
even empty vessels; borrow not a few. And thou shalt go in, and shut 
the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and pour out into all those vessels; 
and.thou shalt set aside that which is full.” 

So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons; 
they brought the vessels to her and she poured out. And it came to pass, 
when the vessels were full, that she said to her son, “‘ Bring me yet a vessel.” 

And he said to her, “There is not a vessel more.’”’ And the oil stayed. 

Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, ‘‘Go, sell the 
oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy sons upon the rest.” 


How Elisha Brought to Life a Boy Who Had Died 


And it happened one day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was 
a woman of wealth; and she persuaded him to eat bread. And so, as 
often as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. And she said to 
her husband, “Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God, 
who passeth by us continually. Let us make, I pray thee, a little chamber 
on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a seat, 
and a candlestick: and, when he cometh to us, then will he turn in thither.”’ 

And it happened one day, that he came thither, and he turned into the 
chamber and lay there. And he said to Gehazi his servant, ‘Call this 
Shunammite.” 

And when he had called her, she stood before him. And he said to 
him, “Say now to her, ‘Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this 
care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, 
or to the captain of the host?’”’ 

And she answered, “I dwell among mine own people.” 

And he said, “‘ What then is to be done for her?” 

And Gehazi answered, ‘‘ Verily she hath no son.” 

And he said, “Call her.” 

And when he had called her, she stood in the door. And he said, “At 
this season, when the time cometh round, thou shalt embrace a son.”’ 

And she said, ““Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie to thine 
handmaid.” But, as Elisha had said to her, a son was born. 


DONKEY. BOY WITH WATER JARS 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


Boys are very much alike in every age and in every land. This little donkey boy re- 
sembles no doubt the boys in the far-off days of Elijah. 
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And when the child was grown, it happened one day, that he went out 
ie his father to the reapers. And he said to his father, “My head! my 

ead!” 

And he said to his servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 

And when he had taken him, and brought him to his mother, he sat on 
her knees till noon, and then died. And she went up and laid him on the 
bed of the man of God, and shut the door upon him, and went out. And 
she called to her husband, and said, “Send me, I pray thee, one of the 
servants, and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of God, and come 
again.” 

And he said, “Wherefore wilt thou go to him to-day? it is neither new 
moon nor Sabbath.” 

And she said, “It shall be well.” 

Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant, “Drive, and go 
forward; slacken not the riding, except I bid thee.” 

So she went, and came to the man of God to Mount Carmel. And it 
came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi 
his servant, “Behold, yonder is the Shunammite: run, I pray thee, now 
to meet her, and say to her, ‘Is it well with thee? is it well with thy hus- 
band? is it well with the child?’”’ 

And she answered, “‘It is well.” 

And when she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught hold of 
his feet. And Gehazi came near to thrust her away; but the man of God 
said, ‘Let her alone: for her soul is vexed within her; and the Lord hath 
hid it from me, and hath not told me.” 

Then she said, ‘‘ Did I desire a son of my lord? did I not say, ‘Do not 
deceive me’?”’ 

Then he said to Gehazi, “Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thine 
hand, and go thy way: if thou meet any man, salute him not; and if any 
salute thee, answer him not again: and lay my staff upon the face of the 
child.” 

And the mother of the child said, “As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave thee.” 

And he arose, and followed her. And Gehazi passed on before them, 
and laid the staff upon the face of the child; but there was neither voice, 
nor hearing. Wherefore he returned to meet him, and told him, saying, 
“The child is not awaked.” 

And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, 
and laid upon his bed. He went in therefore, and shut the door, and 
prayed to the Lord. And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put 
his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands 
upon his hands: and he stretched himself upon him; and the flesh of the 
child became warm. ‘Then he returned, and walked in the house once to 
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and fro; and went up and stretched himself upon him: and the child 
sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. 

And he called Gehazi, and said, “Call this Shunammite.”’ 

So he ealled her. And when she was come to him, he said, “Take up 
thy son.”’ 

Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground; 
and she took up her son, and went out. 


How a Great Soldier Was Healed of Leprosy 


Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great 
man with his master, and honorable, because by him the Lord had given 
victory to Syria: he was also a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper. 
And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive 
out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman’s wife. 

And she said to her mistress, ‘Would God my lord were with the 
prophet that is in Samaria! then would he heal him of his leprosy.” 

And one went in, and told his lord, saying, ‘“‘Thus and thus said the 
maid that is of the land of Israel.” 

And the king of Syria said, ‘Go now, go, and I will send a letter to the 
king of Israel.” 

And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thou- 
sand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. And he brought the 
letter to the king of Israel, saying, ‘““And now when this letter is come to 
thee, behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest 
heal him of his leprosy.” 

And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that 
he rent his clothes, and said, ““Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that 
this man doth send to me to recover a man of his leprosy? but consider, 
I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me.” 

And when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had rent 
his clothes, he sent to the king, saying, “Wherefore hast thou rent thy 
clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet 
in Israel.” 

So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariots, and stood at 
the door of the house of Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger to him, 
saying, ““Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come 
again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.” 

But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, ‘‘ Behold, I thought, 
“He will surely come out to me, and stand, and eall on the name of the 
Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place, and heal the leper.’ Are 
not Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean?’”’ So he turned 
and went away in a rage. 
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And his servants came near, and spoke to him, and said, “My father, 
if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have 
done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, ‘Wash, and be 
clean?’”’ 

Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according 
to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like the flesh 
of a little child, and he was clean. And he returned to the man of God, 
he and all his company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, 
“Behold now, I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: 
now therefore, I pray thee, take a present from thy servant.” 

But he said, “As the Lord liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive 
none.” And he urged him to take it; but he refused. 

And Naaman said, “If not, yet I pray thee let there be given to thy 
servant two mules’ burden of earth; for thy servant will henceforth offer 
neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but to the Lord. In 
this thing the Lord pardon thy servant; when my master goeth into the 
house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow 
myself in the house of Rimmon, when I bow myself in the house of Rim- 
mon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing.” 

And he said to him, “Go in peace.”’ So he departed from him a little 
way. 

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, “Behold, my 
master hath spared this Naaman the Syrian, in not receiving at his hands 
that which he brought: as the Lord liveth, I will run after him, and take 
something from him.” 

So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw one run- 
ning after him, he alighted from the chariot to meet him, and said, “Is 
all well?” 

And he said, “All is well. My master hath sent me, saying, “Behold, 
even now there are come to me from the hill country of Ephraim two young 
men of the sons of the prophets; give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, 
and two changes of raiment.’”’ 

And Naaman said, “Be pleased to take two talents.” And he urged 
him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of 
raiment, and laid them upon two of his servants; and they bore them 
before him. 

And when he came to the hill, he took them from their hand, and stowed 
them in the house: and he let the men go, and they departed. But he 
went in, and stood before his master. 

And Elisha said to him, ‘“‘ Whence comest thou, Gehazi?”’ 

And he said, ‘‘Thy servant went nowhere.” 

And he said to him, ‘Went not mine heart with thee, when the man 
turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, 
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and to receive garments, and oliveyards and vineyards, and sheep and 
oxen, and menservants and maidservants? The leprosy therefore of 
Naaman shall cleave to thee, and unto thy seed for ever.” 

And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow. 


How Elisha Returned Good for Evil 


Now the king of Syria warred against Israel; and he took counsel with 
his servants, saying, “In such and such a place shall be my camp.” 

And the man of God sent to the king of Israel, saying, “‘ Beware that 
thou pass not such a place; for thither the Syrians are coming down.” 

And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him 
and warned him of; and he saved himself there, not once nor twice. And 
the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he 
called his servants, and said to them, ‘‘ Will ye not show me which of us 
is for the king of Israel?” 

And one of his servants said, ‘‘Nay, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the 
prophet who is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou 
speakest in thy bedchamber.”’ 

And he said, ‘Go and see where he is, that I may send and fetch him.”’ 

And it was told him, saying, ‘“‘ Behold, he is in Dothan.” 

Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and 
they came by night, and compassed the city about. And when the 
servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an 
host with horses and chariots was round about the city. And his servant 
said to him, “‘Alas, my master! what shall we do?” 

And he answered, “‘Fear not: for they that be with us are more than 
they that be with them.” 

And Elisha prayed, and said, “Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he 
may see.” 

And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, 
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about 
Elisha. And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed to the Lord, 
and said, “Smite this people, I pray thee, with blindness.’’ And he 
smote them with blindness according to the word of Elisha. 

And Elisha said to them, “This is not the way, neither is this the city: 
follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom ye seek.’”’ And he led 
them to Samaria. 

And it came to pass, when they were come into Samaria, that Elisha 
said, ‘Lord, open the eyes of these men that they may see.” 

And the Lord opened their eyes, and they saw; and, behold, they were 
in the midst of Samaria. And the king of Israel said to Elisha, when he 
saw them, “‘ My father, shall I smite them? shall I smite them?’’ 

And he answered, “‘Thou shalt not smite them: wouldest thou smite 


SAMARIA FROM THE SOUTH 


From a photograph of the Palestine Exploration Fund and used by special permission 


The revolt of the people of the north made necessary a new capital. It was first at 
Shechem, which was not, however, a strong situation from the military standpoint; then at 
Tirzah, but Omri chose finally a beautiful location at the head of a valley running down to 
the sea. Here on a hill rising 360 feet above the surrounding country was built one of the 
famous cities of the east—Samaria, meaning ‘‘watch-tower.” It was the sacred city of the 
north, the rival of Jerusalem. The city was almost impregnable, and the sieges against it 
were always very long. The broad vale is visible for eight miles, then a low range of hills, 
and over them the sea. 

“To-day amid the peaceful beauty of the seene—the secluded vale covered with corn- 
fields through which the winding streams flash and glisten into the hazy distance, and the 
gentle hill rises to the olives waving over its summit—it is possible to appreciate Isaiah’s 
name for Samaria, the crown of the pride of Ephraim, the flower of his glorious beauty, 
which is on the head of the fat valley. There by the entrance of the gate Ahab drew his 
sentence of death from the prophet of Jehovah; and there they washed his blood from his 
chariot, when they had brought him back to his burial. There Jezebel slew the prophets 
of Jehovah and Jehu the priests of Baal.” 
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those whom thou hast taken captive with thy sword and with thy bow? 
set bread and water before them, that they may eat and drink, and go to 
their master.” 

And he prepared great provision for them: and when they had eaten 
and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their master. And the 
bands of Syria came no more into the land of Israel. 


How the City of Samaria Was Sorely Besieged, and How It 
Was Wonderfully Delivered 


And it came to pass that Ben-hadad king of Syria gathered all his host, 
and went up, and besieged Samaria. And there was a great famine in 
Samaria: and after they had besieged it for a long time, so that the city 
was in desperate straits, Elisha said, “‘Hear ye the word of the Lord: 
thus saith the Lord, ‘To-morrow about this time shall a measure of fine 
flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, in the 
gate of Samaria.’”’ 

Then the captain on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of 
God, and said, “‘Behold, if the Lord should make windows in heaven, 
might this thing be?”’ 

And he said, “‘ Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not 
eat thereof.” 

Now there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate: and they 
said one to another, ‘‘ Why sit we here until we die? If we say, ‘We will 
enter into the city,’ then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: 
and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us go 
over to the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; but 
if they kill us, we shall but die.”’ 

And they rose up in the twilight, to go to the camp of the Syrians: and 
when they were come to the outermost part of the camp of the Syrians, 
behold, there was no man there. For the Lord had made the host of the 
Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise 
of a great host: and they said one to another, “Lo, the king of Israel 
hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the 
Egyptians, to come upon us.” 

Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and 
their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their 
life. And when these lepers came to the outermost part of the camp, 
they went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and carried thence silver, 
and gold, and raiment, and went and hid it; and they came back, and 
entered into another tent, and carried thence also, and went and hid it. 
Then they said one to another, “We do not well: this day is a day of good 
tidings, and we hold our peace: if we tarry till the morning light, punish- 
ment will overtake us: now therefore come, let us go and tell the king’s 


household.” 
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So they came and called unto the porter of the city: and they told them, 
saying, “‘We came to the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, there was no 
man there, neither voice of man, but the horses tied, and the asses tied, 
and the tents as they were.” 

And he called the porters; and they told it to the king’s household 
within. And the king arose in the night, and said to his servants, “I will 
now show you what the Syrians have done to us. They know that we 
are hungry; therefore are they gone out of the camp to hide themselves 
in the field, saying, ‘When they come out of the city, we shall take them 
alive, and get into the city.’”’ 

And one of his servants answered and said, ‘‘Let some take, I pray 
thee, five of the horses that remain, which are left in the city, and let us 
send and see.” 

They took therefore two chariots with horses; and the king sent after 
the host of the Syrians, saying, “‘Go and see.” 

And they went after them as far as Jordan: and, lo, all the way was 
full of garments and vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in their 
haste. And the messengers returned, and told the king. 

And the people went out, and plundered the camp of the Syrians. So 
a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley 
for a shekel, according to the word of the Lord. And the king appointed 
the captain on whose hand he leaned to have the charge of the gate: and 
the people trampled upon him in the gate, and he died as the man of God 
had said, who spoke when the king came down to him. And it came to 
pass, as the man of God had spoken to the king, saying, ‘“‘Two measures 
of barley for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be 
to-morrow about this time in the gate of Samaria”; and that captain 
answered the man of God, and said, “‘Now, behold, if the Lord should 
make windows in heaven, might such a thing be?” and he said, ‘‘ Behold, 
thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof’: it came to 
pass even so upon him; for the people trampled upon him in the gate, 
and he died. 


How Elisha Anointed a New King in Israel, and How a Terrible Fate 
Overtook the Wicked House of Ahab 


(Ahab the wicked king died, but his son Joram, who was just as wicked as his father, 
reigned in his stead, and he was helped on in his wicked deeds by the wicked old queen 
mother Jezebel. But no matter how prosperous and powerful evil men may be, there always 
comes a time of retribution. Vengeance was now following fast on the footsteps of the 
wicked members of the house of Ahab. King Joram lay dying of a wound he had received 
in battle. Elisha saw that the time had come. He anointed privately as king, Jehu, a 
brave, headstrong young general of the army. Jehu did not wait for Joram to die, but 
made a bold dash for the throne. This story tells of the wild ride he took (we say, “he 
drives like Jehu,” to the present day), of the way in which he beat down all obstacles in his 
path, and of the terrible fate which came to the house of Ahab.) 


And Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets, and said 
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unto him, “Gird up thy loins, and take this vial of oil in thine hand, and 
go to Ramoth-gilead. And when thou comest thither, look out there 
Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go in, and make him 
arise up from among his brethren, and carry him to an inner chamber. 
Then take the vial of oil, and pour it on his head, and say, ‘Thus saith the 
Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel.’ Then open the door, and 
flee, and tarry not.” 

So the young man, even the young man the prophet, went to Ramoth- 
gilead. And when he came, behold, the captains of the host were sitting; 
and he said, “I have an errand to thee, O captain.” 

And Jehu said, “‘Unto which of us?”’ 

And he said, ‘‘To thee, O captain.” 

And he arose, and went into the house; and he poured the oil on his 
head, and said to him, “Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I have 
anointed thee king over the people of the Lord, even over Israel. And 
thou shalt smite the house of Ahab thy master, that I may avenge the 
blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of 
the Lord, at the hand of Jezebel. For the whole house of Ahab shall 
perish. And f will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. And 
the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the rampart of Jezreel, and there shall be 
none to bury her.’”’ 

And he opened the door, and fled. Then Jehu came forth to the ser- 
vants of his lord: and one said unto him, “Is all well? wherefore came 
this mad fellow to thee?”’ 

And he said to them, ‘‘ Ye know the man and what his talk was.” 

And they said, ‘‘It is false; tell us now.” 

And he said, ‘‘Thus and thus spoke he to me, saying, ‘Thus saith the 
Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel.’”’ 

Then they hasted, and took every man his garment, and put it under 
him on the top of the stairs, and blew the trumpet, saying, “Jehu is 
king.” 

So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi conspired against 
Joram. (Now Joram kept Ramoth-gilead, he and all Israel, because of 
Hazael king of Syria: but King Joram was returned to be healed in 
Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians had given him, when he fought 
with Hazael king of Syria.) 

And Jehu said, ‘If this be your mind, then let none escape and go forth 
out of the city, to go to tell it in Jezreel.” 

So Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to Jezreel; for Joram lay there. 
And Ahaziah king of Judah was come down to see Joram. Now the 
watchman stood on the tower in Jezreel, and he spied the company of 
Jehu as he came, and said, ‘‘I see a company.” 
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And Joram said, “‘Take an horseman, and send to meet them, and let 
him say, ‘Is it peace?’”’ 

So there went one on horseback to meet him, and said, ‘‘Thus saith 
the king, ‘Is it peace?’”’ 

And Jehu said, ‘What hast thou to do with peace? turn thee behind 
me.” 

And the watchman told, saying, ‘“‘The messenger came to them, but 
he cometh not again.’ 

Then he sent out a second on horseback, which came to them, and said, 
“Thus saith the king, ‘Is it peace?’”’ 

And Jehu answered, “What hast thou to do with peace? turn thee 
behind me.” 

And the watchman told, saying, ‘He came even up to them, and cometh 
not again: and the driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi; 
for he driveth furiously.” 

And Joram said, ‘‘Make ready.” And they made ready his chariot. 

And Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in 
his chariot, and they went out to meet Jehu, and found him in the field 
which had belonged to Naboth the Jezreelite. And it came to pass, when 
Joram saw Jehu, that he said, “‘Is it peace, Jehu?”’ 

And he answered, “‘ What peace, so long as the evil deeds of thy mother 
Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so many?” 

And Joram turned his hands and fled, and said to Ahaziah, “‘ There is 
treachery, O Ahaziah.”’ 

And Jehu drew his bow with his full strength, and smote Joram between 
his arms, and the arrow went out at his heart, and he sunk down in his 
chariot. 

Then said Jehu to Bidkar his captain, “Take him up, and cast him into 
the field of Naboth the Jezreelite: for remember how, when I and thou 
rode together after Ahab his father, the Lord laid this burden upon him; 
‘Surely I have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of his 
sons,’ saith the Lord; ‘and I will requite thee in this field,’ saith the Lord. 
Now therefore cast him into this piece of ground, according to the word 
of the Lord.” - 

But when Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled by the way of the 
garden house. And Jehu followed after him, and said, ‘‘Smite him also 
in the chariot’’: and they smote him on the way. And he fled to Megiddo, 
and died there. And his servants carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, 
and buried him in his sepulcher with his fathers in the city of David. 

And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she 
painted her eyelids, and adorned her head, and looked out at the window. 
And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, “Is it peace, thou Zimri, thy 
master’s murderer?” 


LOOKING NORTHWEST TOWARD HERMON FROM THE VILLAGE 
OF MASSURA 


From a photograph taken by Mr. J. H. Nelson for the American School of Oriental Research 
in Jerusalem, 1912-13, and used by the kind permission of the Director for that year, 
Prof. Warren J. Moulton of Bangor Theolcgical Seminary 


This is probably the “‘ Mount of the Transfiguration ”’ of the New Testament, though 
there is a tradition that Mount Tabor was the scene of that event in the life of Jesus. It is 
the loftiest mountain in Palestine, rising 9,200 feet above the Mediterranean, its dome being 
covered with snow until late in the summer. 
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And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, “Who is on my side? 
who?” And there looked out to him two or three servants. 

And he said, “Throw her down.” 

So they threw her down: and some of her blood was sprinkled on the 
wall, and on the horses: and he trampled her under foot. And when he 
was come in, he ate and drank; and he said, ‘See now to this cursed 
woman, and bury her: for she is a king’s daughter.” 

And they went to bury her: but they found no more of her than the 
skull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands. Wherefore they came 
again and told him. And he said, “This is the word of the Lord, which 
he spoke by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, ‘In the rampart of 
Jezreel shall the dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel.’”’ 


How Elisha Had a Last Talk with the King 


Now after many days Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof he 
died: and Joash the king of Israel came down to him, and wept over him, 
and said, ‘‘My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and the horsemen 
thereof !”’ 

And Elisha said to him, ‘‘Take bow and arrows”: and he took unto 
him bow and arrows. 

And he said to the king of Israel, ‘‘Put thine hand upon the bow”: 
and he put his hand upon it. 

And Elisha laid his hands upon the king’s hands. And he said, ‘‘Open 
the window eastward”’: and he opened it. 

Then Elisha said, “‘Shoot’’: and he shot. 

And he said, ‘“‘The Lord’s arrow of victory, even the arrow of victory 
over Syria: for thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have 
consumed them.” 

And he said, “Take the arrows”: and he took them. 

And he said to the king of Israel, “Smite upon the ground”: and he 
smote thrice, and stopped. 

And the man of God was wroth with him, and said, “Thou shouldest 
have smitten five or six times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou 
hadst consumed it: whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice.” 

And Elisha died, and they buried him. 


Tales of Success and Failure 


ate 


JONAH 


The Story of a Prophet to Whom God Taught in a Wonderful 
Way the Lesson of Obedience 


How Jonah Reluctantly Brought a Message of Repentance and 
Salvation to Nineveh 


Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 
“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their 
wickedness is come up before me.” 

But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord; 
and he went down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish: so he 
paid his fare and went aboard, to go with them to Tarshish from the 
presence of the Lord. 

But the Lord sent out a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty 
tempest on the sea, so that the ship was likely to be wrecked. Then the 
sailors were afraid, and cried every man to his god; and they cast forth 
the cargo of the ship into the sea, to lighten it. But Jonah was gone 
below: and he lay, and was fast asleep. So the captain came to him, and 
said to him, ‘“‘What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if 
so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not.” 

And they said, every one to his fellow, ““Come, and let us cast lots, 
that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us.”’ 

So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. Then said they unto 
him, “Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; what is 
thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of 
what people art thou?” 

And he said unto them, “I am an Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, the God 
of heaven, who hath made the sea and the dry land.” 

Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said to him, “‘ What is this 
that thou hast done?”’ 

For the men knew that he had fled from the presence of the Lord, 
because he had told them. Then said they to him, ‘‘ What shall we do 
to thee, that the sea may be calm?” for the sea grew more and more 
tempestuous. 
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And he said to them, ‘Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea SO 
shall the sea be calm; for I know that for my sake this great tempest is 
upon you.”’ 

Nevertheless the men rowed hard to get them back to the land; but they 
could not: for the sea grew more and more tempestuous against them. 

Wherefore they cried to the Lord, and said, ‘We beseech thee, O Lord, 
we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man’s life, and lay not upon us 
innocent blood: for thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased thee.” 

So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea 
ceased its raging. Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly; and they 
offered a sacrifice to the Lord, and made vows. And the Lord prepared 
a great fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the belly of the fish 
three days and three nights. 

Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish’s belly. And 
he said,— 


“T called by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, 
And he answered me; 
Out of the belly of hell cried I, 
And thou heardest my voice. 
For thou didst cast me into the depth, in the heart of the seas, 
And the flood was round about me; 
All thy waves and thy billows passed over me. 
And I said, I am cast out from before thine eyes; 
Yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. 
The waters compassed me about, even to the soul; 
The deep was round about me; 
The weeds were wrapped about my head. 
I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; 
The earth with her bars closed upon me for ever: 
Yet hast thou brought up my life from the pit, O Lord my God. 
When my soul fainted within me,I remembered the Lord: 
And my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. 
They that regard lying vanities 
Forsake their own mercy. 
But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; 
I will pay that which I have vowed. 
Salvation is of the Lord.” 


And the Lord spoke unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the 
dry land. 

And the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, 
“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching 
that I bid thee.” 
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So Jonah arose, and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. 
Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city, of three days’ journey. And 
Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, and he cried, and 
said, ‘Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” 

And the people of Nineveh believed God; and they proclaimed a fast, 
and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of 
them. 

And the tidings reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his 
throne, and laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth and sat 
in ashes. And he made proclamation and published through Nineveh by 
the decree of the king and his nobles. 


A PROCLAMATION 


Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything: let them not feed - 
nor drink water: but let them be covered with sackcloth, both man and 
beast, and let them cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every 
one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands. 
Who knoweth whether God will not turn and repent, and turn away 
from his fierce anger, that we perish not? 


And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and 
God repented of the evil, which he said he would do unto them; and he 
did it not. 

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. And he 
prayed to the Lord, and said, “I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my 
saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I hasted to flee to 
Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy, and repentest thee of the evil. 
Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is 
better for me to die than to live.” 

And the Lord said, “ Doest thou well to be angry?” 

Then Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, 
and there made him a shelter, and sat under it in the shadow, till he 
might see what would become of the city. And the Lord God prepared 
a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow 
over his head. So Jonah was exceeding glad because of the gourd. But 
God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it ate the 
gourd, that it withered. And it came to pass, when the sun arose, that 
God prepared a sultry east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of 
Jonah, that he fainted, and requested for himself that he might die, and 
said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 

And God said to Jonah, “‘ Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd?” 

And he said, “I do well to be angry even unto death.” 


BEE CULTURE IN PALESTINE 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


Bees are very common in Palestine, and every peasant’s house has its beehives made of 
various materials, sometimes old water jars, sometimes wicker hives stopped with clay or 
dung. ‘These are often piled up and plastered together as in the picture. 
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And the Lord said, “Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for which thou 
hast not labored, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and 
perished in a night: and should not I have pity on Nineveh, that great 
city; wherein are more than sixty thousand persons that cannot discern 
between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?” 


SAMSON 


The Story of a Man with a Strong Body, Who Often Yielded to 
Temptation, and Who Fell Because He Was Not Strong in Spirit 


(There was a man of the tribe of Dan, whose name was Manoah, and he and his wife 
had a son whose name was Samson, and Samson had strength of body above all other men 
of his time.) 


How Samson Slew a Lion and Made a Riddle 


And Samson went down to Timnah, and saw a woman in Timnah of 
the daughters of the Philistines. And he came up and told his father 
and his mother, and said, “I have seen a woman in Timnah of the 
daughters of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to be my wife.” 

Then his father and his mother said to him, ‘Is there not a woman 
among the daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou 
goest to take a wife of the Philistines?” 

And Samson said to his father, “‘Get her for me; for she pleaseth me 
well.” 

But his father and his mother knew not that it was of the Lord; for he 
sought an occasion against the Philistines. Now at that time the Philis- 
tines had rule over Israel. 

Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnah, 
and came to the vineyards of Timnah: and, behold, a young lion roared 
against him. And the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and 
he tore him as he would have torn a kid, and he had nothing in his hand: 
but he told not his father or his mother what he had done. And he went 
down and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson well. And 
after a while he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see the 
carcass of the lion: and, behold, there was a swarm of bees in the body 
of the lion, and honey. And he took it into his hands, and went on, 
eating as he went, and he came to his father and mother, and gave unto 
them, and they did eat: but he told them not that he had taken the 
honey out of the body of the lion. 

And his father went down unto the woman: and Samson made there 
a feast; for so used the young men to do. And it came to pass, when 
they saw him, that they brought thirty companions to be with him. And 
Samson said to them, ‘‘Let me now put forth a riddle for you: if ye can 
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declare it unto me within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, 
then I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty changes of raiment: 
but if ye cannot declare it to me, then shall ye give me thirty linen gar- 
ments and thirty changes of raiment.”’ 

And they said to him, “Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it.” 
And he said to them,— 


“Out of the eater came forth food, 
And out of the strong came forth sweetness.” 


And they could not in three days declare the riddle. 

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said to Samson’s 
wife, “Entice thy husband, that he may declare to us the riddle, lest we 
burn thee and thy father’s house with fire: have ye called us to impoverish 
us?” 

And Samson’s wife wept before him, and said, ‘‘Thou dost but hate me, 
and lovest me not: thou hast put forth a riddle unto the children of my 
people, and hast not told it me.” 

And he said to her, ‘‘ Behold, I have not told it to my father nor my 
mother, and shall I tell it to thee?”’ 

And she wept before him the seven days, while their feast lasted: and 
it came to pass on the seventh day, that he told her, because she pressed 
him sore: and she told the riddle to the children of her people. 

And the men of the city said to him on the seventh day before the sun 
went down, “‘What is sweeter than honey? and what is stronger than a 
lion?” And he said unto them,— 


“Tf ye had not plowed with my heifer, 
Ye had not found out my riddle.” 


And the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he went down 
to Ashkelon, and smote thirty men of them, and took their spoil, and 
gave the changes of raiment unto them that declared the riddle. And 
his anger was kindled, and he went up to his father’s house. 


How Samson Burned the Cornfield and Slew His Enemies 


At another time, Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took 
firebrands, and turned tail to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between 
every two tails. And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go 
into the standing corn of the Philistines, and burnt up both the shocks 
and the standing corn, and also the oliveyards. 

Then the Philistines went up, and camped in Judah, and spread them- 
selves in Lehi. And the men of Judah said, “Why are ye come up against 
Us ae 

And they said, ““To bind Samson are we come up, to do to him as he 
hath done to us.” 
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Then three thousand men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock 
of Etam, and said to Samson, “ Knowest thou not that the Philistines are 
rulers over us? what then is this that thou hast done to us?” 

And he said to them, “As they did to me, so have I done to them.” 

And they said to him, ‘‘We are come down to bind thee, that we may 
deliver thee into the hand of the Philistines.” 

And Samson said unto them, “Swear unto me, that ye will not fall 
upon me yourselves.” 

And they spoke unto him, saying, ““No; but we will bind thee fast, 
and deliver thee into their hand: but surely we will not kill thee.” 

And they bound him with two new ropes, and brought him up from the 
rock. When he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted as they met 
him: and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and the ropes 
that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his 
bands dropped from off his hands. 

And he found a fresh jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand, and took 
it, and smote a thousand men therewith. And Samson said,— 


“With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, 
With the jawbone of an ass have I smitten a thousand men.” 


How Samson Carried Off the Gates of Gaza 


And Samson went to Gaza. And it was told the Gazites, saying, ‘‘Sam- 
son is come hither.’’ And they surrounded him, and laid wait for him 
all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, saying, ‘‘ Let 
be till morning light, then we will kill him.” 

And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, and laid hold 
of the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and plucked them 
up, bar and all, and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them up 
to the top of the mountain that is before Hebron. 


How Samson Was Betrayed by His Own Weakness Into the 
Hands of His Enemies 


And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of 
Sorek, whose name was Delilah. And the lords of the Philistines came 
up to her, and said unto her, “Entice him, and see wherein his great 
strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him, that we 
may bind him to afflict him: and we give thee every one of us eleven 
hundred pieces of silver.” 

And Delilah said to Samson, “Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great 
strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee.” 

And Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven green withes that 
were never dried, then shall I become weak, and be as another man.” 
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Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green withes 
which had not been dried, and she bound him with them. Now she had 
men lying in wait abiding in the inner chamber. And she said unto him, 
“The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.” 

And he broke the withes, as a string of tow is broken when it toucheth 
the fire. So his strength was not known. 

And Delilah said to Samson, “ Behold, thou hast mocked me, and told 
me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou mightest be bound.” 

And he said to her, “If they only bind me with new ropes wherewith 
no work hath been done, then shall I become weak, and be as another 
man.” 

So Delilah took new ropes, and bound him therewith, and said unto 
him, “‘ The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.”’ 

And the men who were lying in wait were abiding in the inner chamber. 
And he broke them from off his arms like a thread. 

And Delilah said to Samson, “ Hitherto thou hast mocked me, and told 
me lies: tell me wherewith thou mightest be bound.” 

And he said to her, ‘‘If thou weavest the seven locks of my head with 
the web in the loom.”’ And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto 
him, ‘The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.” And he awaked out of 
his sleep, and plucked away the pin of the beam, and the web. 

And she said to him, ‘‘How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine 
heart is not with me? thou hast mocked me these three times, and hast 
not told me wherein thy great strength lieth.” 

And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and 
urged him, that his soul was sorely vexed. 

And he told her all his heart, and said to her, “There hath not come 
a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazirite unto God from my 
birth: if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall 
become weak, and be like any other man.” 

And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and 
called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, “‘Come up this once, for he 
hath told me all his heart.” 

Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her, and brought the 
money in their hand. And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she 
called for a man, and shaved off the seven locks of his head; and his 
strength went from him. 

And she said, ‘“‘The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.” 

And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, ‘I will go out as at other times, 
and shake myself free.” 

But he knew not that the Lord was departed from him. And the 
Philistines laid hold on him, and put out his eyes; and they brought him 
down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and they made him 
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grind in the mill in the prison house. Howbeit the hair of his head began 
to grow again after he was shaven. 


How Samson Had His Revenge 


And the lords of the Philistines gathered together to offer a great 
sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they said, “Our god 
hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand.” 

And when the people saw him, they praised their god: for they said, 
“Our god hath delivered into our hand our enemy, and the destroyer of 
our country, which hath slain many of us.” 

And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said, 
“Call for Samson, that he may make us sport.”” And they called for 
Samson out of the prison house; and he made sport before them: and 
they set htm between the pillars. 

And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand, “Suffer me 
that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house resteth, that I may lean 
upon them.” 

Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the 
Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof about three thousand 
men and women, that beheld while Samson made sport. And Samson 
called unto the Lord, and said, “‘O Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, 
and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at 
once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.” 

And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house 
rested, and leaned upon them, the one with his right hand, and the other 
with his left. 

And Samson said, “‘ Let me die with the Philistines.” 

And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the 
lords, and upon all the people that were therein. 

So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he 
slew in his life. 


DANIEL 
Stories of the Man Who Would Rather Die Than Do Wrong 


Daniel is the great Jewish hero of that long period of exile when the nation was captive 
in astrangeland. This was the gloomiest and most distressful time in the nation’s history, 
and afterward in other dark days these stories were told to cheer the people and give them 
courage. 


How Daniel and His Three Friends Refused to Eat the Food of Princes 


In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon to Jerusalem, and besieged it. And the Lord 
gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of 
the house of God. And the king spoke to Ashpenaz, that he should 
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bring in certain of the children of Israel, even of the royal family and of 
the nobles; youths in whom was no blemish, but well favored, and skillful 
in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and such as had ability to stand 
in the king’s palace; and that he should teach them the learning and the 
tongue of the Chaldeans. 

And the king appointed for them a daily portion of the king’s food, and 
of the wine which he drank, and that they should be nourished three 
years; that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. Now 
among these were, of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah. And the king’s officer gave names unto them: unto Daniel 
he gave the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and 
to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abed-nego. But Daniel pur- 
posed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the king’s food, 
nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the king’s 
officer that he might not defile himself. Now God made Daniel to find 
favor and compassion in the sight of the king’s officer. And he said to 
Daniel, “‘I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your food and your 
drink: for why should he see your faces worse looking than the youths 
which are of your own age? so should ye endanger my head with the king.”’ 

Then said Daniel to the steward, whom the king’s officer had appointed 
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: ‘‘Test thy servants, I 
beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to 
drink. Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the 
countenances of the youths that eat of the king’s food; and as thou seest, 
deal with thy servants.” 

So he hearkened to them in this matter, and tested them ten days. 
And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer, and they 
were fatter in flesh, than all the youths which did eat of the king’s food. 
So the steward took away their food, and the wine that they should drink, 
and gave them pulse. Now as for these four youths, God gave them 
knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had under- 
standing in all visions and dreams. And at the end of the days which 
the king had appointed for bringing them in, the king’s officer brought 
them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the king communed with them; 
and among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah: therefore stood they before the king. And in every matter of 
wisdom and understanding, concerning which the king inquired of them, 
he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters 
that were in all his realm. 


How Daniel Made Known and Interpreted the King’s Dream 


And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar 
dreamed dreams; and his spirit was troubled, and his sleep was broken. 


KHAN WITH CARAVAN OF CAMELS 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


The Eastern inns were different from the inns of the western world. They were called 
khans from the Persian, and, in simplest form, were fenced inclosures without house or shed, 
often without a gate or entrance. Their sites were chosen with reference to shade, defense 
or water. Such were the inns that sheltered Jacob when he went to seek a wife in Paddan- 
Aram. Their like may be seen at this day in the stopping places of the desert. On the 
other hand, some of them, especially those on the roads between great cities, like Jerusalem 
and Alexandria, were princely establishments, monuments to the piety of the kings who built 
them. In ordinary, however, they were no more than the house or possession of a sheik in 
which, as in headquarters, he swayed his tribe. Lodging the traveler was the least of their 
uses; they were markets, factories, forts; places of assemblage and residence for merchants 
and artisans quite as much as places of shelter for belated and wandering wayfarers. Within 
the walls, all the year round, occurred the multiplied activities of a town.—Ben Hur. 
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Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the enchanters, and 
the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, to tell the king his dreams. So they 
came in and stood before the king. And the king said to them, “I have 
dreamed a dream, and my spirit is troubled to know the dream.” 

Then spoke the Chaldeans to the king, “O king, live for ever: tell thy 
servants the dream, and we will show the interpretation.”’ 

The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, “The thing is gone from 
me: if ye make not known unto me the dream and the interpretation 
thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dung- 
hill. But if ye show the dream and the interpretation thereof, ye shall 
receive of me gifts and rewards and great honor: therefore show me the 
dream and the interpretation thereof.” 

They answered the second time and said, “Let the king tell his servants 
the dream, and we will show the interpretation.” 

The king answered and said, “I know of a certainty that ye would gain 
time, because ye see the thing is gone from me. But if ye make not known 
unto me the dream, there is but one law for you: for ye have prepared 
lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be changed: 
therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can show me the 
interpretation thereof.”’ 

The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, ‘‘ There is not a man 
upon the earth that can show the king’s matter: forasmuch as no king, 
lord, nor ruler, hath asked such a thing of any magician, or enchanter, or 
Chaldean. And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is 
none other that can show it before the king, except the gods, whose dwell- 
ing is not with flesh.” 

For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to 
destroy all the wise men of Babylon. So the decree went forth, and the 
wise men were to be slain; and they sought Daniel and his companions 
to slay them. ‘Then Daniel returned answer with counsel and prudence 
to Arioch the captain of the king’s guard, who had gone forth to slay the 
wise men of Babylon; he answered and said to Arioch the king’s captain, 
“Wherefore is the decree-so urgent from the king?” 

Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel. And Daniel went in, 
and desired of the king that he would appoint him a time, and he would 
show the king the interpretation. 

Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions: that they would desire mercies of 
the God of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his companions 
should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. Then was 
the secret revealed unto Daniel in a vision of the night. Then Daniel 
blessed the God of heaven. Daniel answered and said, “Blessed be the 
name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his: and he 
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changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up 
kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know 
understanding: he revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what 
is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. I thank thee, and 
praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and 
might, and hast now made known unto me what we desired of thee: for 
thou hast made known unto us the king’s matter.” 

Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had appointed 
to destroy the wise men of Babylon: he went and said thus unto him: 
“Destroy not the wise men of Babylon: bring me in before the king, and 
I will show unto the king the interpretation.” 

Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said thus 
unto him, “I have found a man of the children of the captivity of Judah, 
who will make known unto the king the interpretation.” 

The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, 
“Art thou able to make known unto me the dream which I have seen, 
and the interpretation thereof?”’ 

Daniel answered before the king, and said, “‘The secret which the king 
hath demanded can neither wise men, enchanters, magicians, nor sooth- 
sayers, show unto the king; but there is a God in heaven that revealeth 
secrets, and he hath made known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall 
be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy 
bed, are these: as for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon 
thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets 
hath made known to thee what shall come to pass. But as for me, this 
secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any 
living, but to the intent that the interpretation may be made known to 
the king, and that thou mayest know the thoughts of thy heart. Thou, 
O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This image, which was mighty, 
and whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the appear- 
ance thereof was terrible. As for this image, his head was of fine gold, his 
breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of 
iron, his feet part of iron, and part of clay. 

“While thou wast looking a stone was cut out without hands, which 
smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and broke them 
in pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, 
broken in pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer thresh- 
ing-floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for 
them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and 
filled the whole earth. 

“This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof unto the 
king. Thou, O king, art king of kings, unto whom the God of heaven hath 
given the kingdom, the power, and the strength, and the glory; and where- 


TALES OF SUCCESS AND FAILURE 227 


soever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of 
the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee to rule 
over them all: thou art the head of gold. And after thee shall arise 
another kingdom inferior to thee; and another third kingdom of brass, 
which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall 
be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all 
things: and as iron that crusheth all these, shall it break in pieces and 
crush. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay, 
and part of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom; but there shall be in it 
of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with 
clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so 
the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly weak. And in the days 
of those kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed, nor shall the sovereignty thereof be left to another 
people; but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and 
it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that a stone was cut 
out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, 
the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made 
known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is - 
certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.’ 

Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshiped Daniel, 
and commanded that they should offer sacrifice and sweet odors to him. 

The king answered Daniel, and said, ‘‘Of a truth your God is the God of 
gods, and the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou hast 
been able to reveal this secret.” 

Then the king made Daniel great, and gave him many great gifts, and 
made him to rule over the whole province of Babylon, and to be chief 
governor over all the wise men of Babylon. And Daniel requested of the 
king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, over the 
affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel was in the gate of the king. 


How Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego Refused to Bow Down and Wor- 
ship before the Image of the King, and How They Were Cast Into the 
Burning Fiery Furnace 


Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was 
threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the 
plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. Then Nebuchadnezzar the 
king sent to gather together the satraps, the deputies, and the governors, 
the judges, the treasurers, the counselors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers 
of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king had set up. Then the satraps, the deputies, and the gov- 
ernors, the judges, the treasurers, the counselors, the sheriffs, and all the 
rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the 
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image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before 
the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

Then the herald cried aloud, ‘‘To you it is commanded, O peoples, 
nations, and languages, that when ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, 
harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down 
and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up: 
and whoso falleth not down and worshipeth shall the same hour be cast 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.” 

Therefore at that time, when all the peoples heard the sound of the 
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all the peoples, 
the nations, and the languages, fell down and worshiped the golden image 
that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. Wherefore at that time cer- 
tain Chaldeans came near, and brought accusation against the Jews. 
They answered and said to Nebuchadnezzar the king, “O king, live for 
ever. Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear 
the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all 
kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image: and whoso 
falleth not down and worshipeth, shall be cast into the midst of a burning 
fiery furnace. There are certain Jews whom thou hast appointed over 
the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, 
nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought these men before 
the king. Nebuchadnezzar answered and said unto them, “Is it of pur- 
pose, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, that ye serve not my god, 
nor worship the golden image which I have set up? Now if ye are ready 
when ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of music, to fall down and worship the image which 
I have made, well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that god that shall 
deliver you out of my hands?” 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, 
“OQ Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer thee in this matter. If 
it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace; and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if 
he does not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and his face hardened against 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego: therefore he spoke, and commanded 
that they should heat the furnace seven times more than was usual to 
heat it. And he commanded certain mighty men that were in his army 
to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to cast them into the 
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burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in all their garments, 
and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 

Therefore because the king’s commandment was urgent, and the furnace 
exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. And these three men, Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose up in 
haste: he spoke and said unto his counselors, “Did not we cast three men 
bound into the midst of the fire?” 

They answered and said unto the king, “True, O king.” 

He answered and said, ‘“‘Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst 
of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the aspect of the fourth is like a 
son of the gods.” 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery 
furnace: he spoke and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye 
servants of the Most High God, come forth, and come hither.” 

Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth out of the midst 
of the fire. And the satraps, the deputies, and the governors, and the 
king’s counselors, being gathered together, saw these men, that the fire 
had no power upon their bodies, nor was the hair of their head singed, 
neither were their garments burned, nor had the smell of fire come on 
them. 

Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said, ‘Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his 
servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king’s word, and have 
yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, 
except their own God. Therefore I make a decree that every people, 
nation, and language, which speak anything amiss against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their 
houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other god that is able 
to deliver in this way.” 

Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, in the 
province of Babylon. 


How Daniel Interpreted Another Dream of King Nebuchadnezzar 


“Nebuchadnezzar the king, to all the peoples, nations, and languages, 
that dwell in all the earth; peace be multiplied unto you. It hath seemed 
good unto me to show the signs and wonders that the Most High God hath 
wrought toward me. How great are his signs! and how mighty are his 
wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is 
from generation to generation. 

““T Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my 
palace. I saw a dream which made me afraid; and the thoughts upon 
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my bed and the visions of my head troubled me. Therefore made I a 
decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that they might 
make known unto me the interpretation of the dream. Then came in 
the magicians, the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers: and 
I told the dream before them; but they did not make known unto me the 
interpretation thereof. But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose 
name was Belteshazzar, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and 
I told the dream before him, saying, ‘O Belteshazzar, master of the magi- 
cians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no 
secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen, 
and the interpretation thereof. Thus were the visions of my head upon 
my bed: I saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the earth, and the height 
thereof was great. The tree grew, and was strong, and the height thereof 
reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth. 
The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was 
food for all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the birds of 
the heaven dwelt in the branches thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. I saw 
in the visions of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a holy messenger 
came down from heaven. He cried aloud, and said thus, ‘ Hew down the 
tree, and cut off its branches, shake off its leaves, and scatter its fruit: 
let the beasts get away from under it, and the birds from its branches. 
Nevertheless leave the stump of its roots in the earth, even with a band 
of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the 
dew of heaven, and let its portion be with the beasts in the grass of the 
earth: let its heart be changed from man’s, and let a beast’s heart be 
given unto it; and let seven times pass over it. The sentence is by the 
decree of the holy messenger: that the living may know that the Most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, 
and setteth up over it the lowest of men.’ This dream I King Nebuchad- 
nezzar have seen: and thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation, 
forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known 
unto me the interpretation; but thou art able, for the spirit of the holy 
gods is in thee.’”’ 

Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was perplexed for a while, 
and his thoughts troubled him. The king answered and said, “‘Belte- 
shazzar, let not the dream, or the interpretation, trouble thee.” 

Belteshazzar answered and said, ‘‘My lord, the dream be to them that 
hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine adversaries. The tree 
that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached unto 
heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth; whose leaves were fair, and 
the fruit thereof much, and in it was food for all; under which the beasts 
of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the birds of the heaven had 
their habitation: it is thou, O king, that art grown and become strong: 


DESERT WARRIORS 


Riding thus on their camels the hosts of Midian came out of the desert like locusts and 
swarmed over the fair fields of Palestine. 
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for thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion 
to the end of the earth. And whereas the king saw a holy messenger 
coming down from heaven, and saying, ‘Hew down the tree, and destroy 
it; nevertheless leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even 
with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it 
be wet with the dew of heaven, and let its portion be with the beasts of 
the field, till seven times pass over it’; this is the interpretation, O king, 
and it is the decree of the Most High, which is come upon my lord the 
king: that thou shalt be driven from men, and thy dwelling shall be with 
the beasts of the field, and thou shalt be made to eat grass as oxen, and 
shalt be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee; 
till thou know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomsoever he will. And whereas they commanded to leave 
the stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after 
that thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule. Wherefore, O 
king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by 
righteousness, and thine iniquities by showing mercy to the poor; if there 
may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity.” 

All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of twelve 
months he was walking in the royal palace of Babylon. The king spoke 
and said, “‘Is not this great Babylon, which I have built for the royal 
dwelling place, by the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?” 

While the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, 
saying, ““O King Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken: the kingdom is 
departed from thee. And thou shalt be driven from men, and thy dwell- 
ing shall be with the beasts of the field; thou shalt be made to eat grass as 
oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee; until thou know that the Most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.” 

The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he 
was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet 
with the dew of heaven, till his hair was grown like eagle’s feathers, and 
his nails like birds’ claws. 

“And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes 
unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the 
Most High, and I praised and honored him that liveth for ever; for his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom from generation 
to generation: and all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: 
and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the 
inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, 
‘What doest thou?’ At the same time mine understanding returned unto 
me; and for the glory of my kingdom, my majesty and brightness returned 
unto me; and my counselors and my lords sought unto me; and I was 
established in my kingdom, and excellent greatness was added unto me. 
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Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honor the King of heaven; 
for all his works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk 
in pride he is able to abase.” 


How Daniel Read the Writing on the Wall at Belshazzar’s Feast 


Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and 
drank wine before the thousand. Belshazzar, while he tasted the wine, 
commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which Nebuchadnezzar 
his father had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the 
king and his lords, and the women of his palace, might drink therein. 
Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple 
of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king and his lords, 
and the women of his palace, drank in them. They drank wine, and 
praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of 
stone. In the same hour came forth the fingers of a man’s hand, and 
wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king’s 
palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then the 
king’s countenance was changed in him, and his thoughts troubled him; 
he trembled, and his knees smote together. The king cried aloud to 
bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. The king 
spoke and said to the wise men of Babylon, “Whosoever shall read this 
writing, and show me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with 
purple, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third 
ruler in the kingdom.” 

Then came in all the king’s wise men: but they could not read the writ- 
ing, nor make known to the king the interpretation. Then was King 
Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed, and his 
lords were perplexed. Now the queen by reason of the words of the king 
and his lords came into the banquet house: the queen spoke and said, 
“O king, live for ever; let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy 
countenance be changed: there is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the 
spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and under- 
standing and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him: and 
the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made 
him master of the magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and soothsayers; 
forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, inter- 
preting of dreams, and showing of dark sentences, and dissolving of doubts, 
were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now 
let Daniel be called, and he will show the interpretation.” 

Then was Daniel brought in before the king. The king spoke and said 
to Daniel, “Art thou that Daniel, who art of the children of the captivity 
of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Judah? I have heard 
of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and under- 
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standing and excellent wisdom is found in thee. And now the wise men, 
the enchanters, have been brought in before me, that they should read this 
writing, and make known unto me the interpretation thereof: but they 
could not show the interpretation of the thing. But I have heard of thee, 
that thou canst give interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now if thou 
canst read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, 
thou shalt be clothed with purple, and have a chain of gold about thy 
neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 

Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Keep thy gifts to 
thyself, and give thy rewards to another; nevertheless I will read the 
writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation. O 
thou king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father the king- 
dom, and greatness, and glory, and majesty: and because of the great- 
ness that he gave him, all the peoples, nations, and languages trembled 
and feared before him: whom he would he slew, and whom he would he 
kept alive; and whom he would he raised up, and whom he would he put 
down. But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened 
that he dealt proudly, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they 
took his glory from him: and he was driven from the sons of men; and 
his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild 
asses; he was fed with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew 
of heaven: until he knew that the Most High God ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and that he setteth up over it whomsoever he will. 

“And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though 
thou knewest all this; but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of 
heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and 
thou and thy lords, and the women of thy palace, have drunk wine in 
them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, 
wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose 
hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: 
therefore the part of the hand was sent by God, and this inscription was 
written. And this is the inscription which was written :— 


Mene, Mene, Cekel, Upharsin. 


“This is the interpretation of the thing:— 


filene, God hath numbered thy kingdom, and brought it to an end. 
Tekel, Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. 
Peres, Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.” 


Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with purple, 
and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made proclamation concern- 
ing him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. In that night 


bo 
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Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain. And Darius the Mede received 
the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old. 


How Daniel Was Cast into the Lions’ Den 


It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty 
satraps, which should be throughout the whole kingdom; and over them 
three presidents, of whom Daniel was one; that these satraps might give 
account unto them, and that the king should have no loss. Then this 
Daniel was distinguished above the presidents and the satraps, because 
an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the 
whole realm. Then the presidents and the satraps sought to find occasion 
against Daniel in regard to the kingdom; but they could find none occa- 
sion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error 
or fault found in him. Then said these men, “We shall not find any 
occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the 
law of his God.” 

Then these presidents and satraps assembled together to the king, and 
said thus unto him: “King Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of 
the kingdom, the deputies and the satraps, the counselors and the gov- 
ernors, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make 
a strong decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any god or man for 
thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. 
Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not 
changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth 
nove 

Wherefore King Darius signed the writing and the decree. And when 
Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house (now his 
windows were open in his chamber toward Jerusalem); and he kneeled 
upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before 
his God, as he did before. Then these men assembled together, and 
found Daniel making petition and supplication before his God. Then they 
came near, and spoke before the king concerning the king’s decree; “Hast 
thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall make petition unto any 
god or man within thirty days, save unto thee, O king, shall be cast into 
the den of lions?” 

The king answered and said, “The thing is true, according to the law 
of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.” 

Then answered they and said before the king, “That Daniel, which is 
of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor 
the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a 
day.” 

Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased, and set 
his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he labored till the going down of 
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the sun to rescue him. Then these men assembled together unto the 
king, and said unto the king, ‘“‘ Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes 
and Persians, that no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may 
be changed.” 

Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him 
into the den of lions. Now the king spoke and said unto Daniel, = Thy 
God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.” 

And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the 
king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that 
nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. Then the king went to 
his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of 
music brought before him: and his sleep fled from him. Then the king 
arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions. 
And when he came near unto the den to Daniel, he cried with a lamentable 
voice: the king spoke and said to Daniel, “‘O Daniel, servant of the living 
God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee 
from the lions?” 

Then said Daniel unto the king, “‘O king, live for ever. My God hath 
sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not hurt 
me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before 
thee, O king, have I done no harm.”’ 

Then was the king exceeding glad, and commanded that they should 
take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, 
and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he had trusted in his 
God. And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had 
accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their chil- 
dren, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and broke 
all their bones in pieces, before they came at the bottom of the den. 

Then King Darius wrote unto all the peoples, nations, and languages, 
that dwell in all the earth; “Peace be multiplied unto you. I make a 
decree, that in all the dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear 
before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and steadfast for ever, 
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion 
shall be even unto the end: he delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh 
signs and wonders in heaven and in earth; who hath delivered Daniel 
from the power of the lions.” 

So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of 


Cyrus the Persian. 
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NEHEMIAH 


The Story of the Brave Man Who Preferred Hardships in His 
Native Land to Pleasure and Plenty in the King’s Palace 
(Nehemiah is one of the finest characters of which we are told in the Old Testament. 
He was a true patriot, brave, patient, persevering, fearmg God, and not man. He had an 
important and profitable position in the royal court, but when he heard how his countrymen 
were suffering, how the walls of the city of his fathers were in ruins, he did not hesitate, but 
gaining the permission of the king, he set out to serve his country in its sore distress. How 
he heard of the need of the city, how he went to its relief, and how the people under his 
splendid leadership took courage and rebuilt the walls, he himself has told in these words) — 


The Need and the Man 


“Now it came to pass in the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, as 
I was in Shushan the palace, that Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he 
and certain men out of Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews 
that had escaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning Jeru- 
salem. And they said unto me, ‘The remnant that are left of the cap- 
tivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach: the wall 
of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with 
fire.’ 

“And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and 
wept, and mourned certain days; and I fasted and prayed before the God 
of heaven, and said, ‘I beseech thee, O Lord, the God of heaven, the great 
and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love 
him and keep his commandments: let thine ear now he attentive, and thine 
eyes open, that thou mayest hearken unto the prayer of thy servant, 
which I pray before thee at this time, day and night, for the children of 
Israel thy servants, while I confess the sins of the children of Israel, which 
we have sinned against thee: yea, I and my father’s house have sinned. 
We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the com- 
mandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou com- 
mandedst thy servant Moses. Remember, I beseech thee, the words 
that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye trespass, I will 
scatter you abroad among the peoples: but if ye return unto me, and 
keep my commandments and do them, though your outcasts were in the 
uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and 
will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to cause my name to 
dwell there. Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom thou 
hast redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong hand. O Lord, I 
beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, 
and to the prayer of thy servants, who delight to fear thy name: and 
prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the 
sight of this man.’ (Now I was cupbearer to the king.) 

“And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of 
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Artaxerxes the king, when wine was before him, that I took up the wine, 
and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his 
presence. And the king said to me, ‘Why is thy countenance sad, seeing 
thou art not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart.’ 

“Then I was very sore afraid. And I said to the king, ‘Let the king 
live for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the 
place of my fathers’ sepulchers, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are 
consumed with fire?’ 

“Then the king said unto me, ‘For what dost thou make request?’ 
So I prayed to the God of heaven. 

“And I said unto the king, ‘If it please the king, and if thy servant 
have found favor in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, 
unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchers, that I may build it.’ 

“And the king said to me (the queen also sitting by him), ‘For how long 
shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return?’ 

“So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time. Moreover 
I said to the king, ‘If it please the king, let letters be given me to the 
governors beyond the river, that they may let me pass through till I 
come unto Judah; and a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, 
that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the castle 
which appertaineth to the house, and for the wall of the city, and for the 
house that IJ shall enter into.’ 

“And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God 
upon me. Then I came to the governors beyond the river, and gave 
them the king’s letters. Now the king had sent with me captains of the 
army and horsemen. 

“‘And when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the 
Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly, because there was 
come a man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel. So I came to 
Jerusalem, and was there three days.” 


The Right Man in the Right Place 


“And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me; neither told 
I any man what my God put into my heart to do for Jerusalem: neither 
was there any beast with me, save the beast that I rode upon. And I 
went out by night by the valley gate, even toward the dragon’s well, 
and to the dung gate, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were 
broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire. Then I 
went on to the fountain gate and to the king’s pool: but there was no 
place for the beast that was under me to pass. Then went I up in the 
night by the brook, and viewed the wall; and I turned back, and entered 
by the valley gate, and so returned. And the rulers knew not whither 
I went, or what I did; neither had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the 
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priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the 
work. Then said I to them, ‘Ye see the evil fortune that we are in, how 
Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come and 
let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach.’ 

“And I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; 
as also of the king’s words that he had spoken unto me. And they said, 
‘Let us rise up and build.’ 

“So they strengthened their hands for the good work. But when San- 
ballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem 
the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, 
‘What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against the king?’ 

“Then answered I them, and said unto them, ‘The God of heaven, he 
will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye 
have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem.’”’ 


Enemies Threaten 


“But it came to pass that, when Sanballat heard that we builded the 
wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews. 
And he spoke before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, 
‘What do these feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves? will they sac- 
rifice? will they make an end in a day? will they revive the stones out of 
the heaps of rubbish, seeing they are burned?’ 

“Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he said, ‘Even that which 
they build, if a fox go up, he shall break down their stone wall.’ 

“Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and turn back their reproach 
upon their own head, and give them up to spoiling in a land of captivity: 
and cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out from before 
thee: for they have provoked thee to anger before the builders. 

“So we built the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto half 
the height thereof: for the people had a mind to work. 

“But it came to pass that, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Ara- 
bians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the repairing 
of the walls of Jerusalem went forward, and that the breaches began to 
be stopped, then they were very wroth; and they conspired all of them 
together to come and fight against Jerusalem, and to cause confusion 
therein. But we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against 
them day and night, because of them. And Judah said, ‘The strength 
of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; so that 
we are not able to build the wall.’ 

“And our adversaries said, ‘They shall not know, neither see, till we 
come into the midst of them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease.’ 

“And it came to pass that, when the Jews which dwelt by them came, 
they said unto us ten times from all places, ‘Ye must return unto us,’” 


JERUSALEM IN WINTER 


Copyright by Underwood & Underwood and used by special permission and arrangement 


This interesting picture shows Jerusalem covered with snow. Snow is of rare occur- 
rence in Palestine except upon the high central ridges. ven at Jerusalem, which lies at an 
elevation of 2,500 feet, the fall is small and soon melts. From records kept from 1860 to 
1882, it appears that no snow fell on eight of the twenty-two years. Heavy falls do, how- 
ever, sometimes occur. In 1879 there was a fall of seventeen inches in a two days’ storm, 
and in 1884 there were drifts five feet deep at the Jaffa Gate. 


2 


ae 


TALES OF SUCCESS AND FAILURE 248 


Watchful and Ready 


“Therefore set I in the lowest parts of the space behind the wall, in the 
open places, I even set the people after their families with their swords, 
their spears, and their bows. And I looked, and rose up, and said to the 
nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, ‘Be not ye afraid 
of them: remember the Lord, who is great and terrible, and fight for 
your brethren, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your 
houses.’ 

“And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known unto 
us, and God had brought their counsel to nought, that we returned all 
of us to the wall, every one unto his work. And it came to pass from that 
time forth, that half of my servants wrought in the work, and half of 
them held the spears, the shields, and the bows, and the coats of mail; 
and the rulers were behind all the house of Judah. They that builded 
the wall and they that bare burdens laded themselves, every one with 
one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other held his weapon; 
and the builders, every one had his sword girded by his side, and so builded. 
And he that sounded the trumpet was by me. 

“And I said to the nobles, and to the rulers and to the rest of the people, 
“The work is great and large, and we are separated upon the wall, one 
far from another: in what place soever ye hear the sound of the trumpet, 
resort ye thither unto us; our God shall fight for us.’ 

““So we wrought in the work: and half of them held the spears from the 
rising of the morning till the stars appeared. Likewise at the same time 
said I unto the people, ‘Let every one with his servant lodge within Jeru- 
salem, that in the night they may be a guard to us, and may labor in the 
day.’ 

“So neither I, nor my brethren, nor my servants, nor the men of the 
guard which followed me, none of us put off our clothes, every one went 
with his weapon to the water.” 


Statesman as Well as Soldier 


“Then there arose a great cry of the people and of their wives against 
their brethren the Jews. For there were that said, ‘We, our sons and our 
daughters, are many: let us get corn, that we may eat and live.’ Some 
also there were that said, ‘We are mortgaging our fields, and our vine- 
yards, and our houses: let us get corn, because of the dearth.’ 

“There were also that said, ‘We have borrowed money for the king’s 
tribute upon our fields and our vineyards. Yet now our flesh is as the 
flesh of our brethren, our children as their children: and, lo, we bring 
into bondage our sons and our daughters to be servants, and some of 
our daughters are brought into bondage already: neither is it in our 
power to help it; for other men have our fields and our vineyards.’ 
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“ And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words. ‘Then 
I consulted with myself, and contended with the nobles and the rulers, 
and said unto them, ‘Ye exact usury, every one of his brother.’ 

“And I held a great assembly against them. And I said to them, “We 
after our ability have redeemed our brethren the Jews, which were sold 
unto the heathen; and would ye even sell your brethren, and should they 
be sold unto us?’ 

“Then held they their peace, and found never a word. Also I said, 
‘The thing that ye do is not good: ought ye not to walk in the fear of 
our God, because of the reproach of the heathen our enemies? And I 
likewise, my brethren and my servants, do lend them money and corn on 
usury. I pray you, let us leave off this usury. Restore, I pray you, to 
them, even this day, their fields, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and 
their houses, also the hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, the 
wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them.’ 

“Then said they, ‘We will restore them, and will require nothing of 
them; so will we do, even as thou sayest.’ 

“Then I called the priests, and took an oath of them, that they should 
do according to this promise. Also I shook out my lap, and said, ‘So 
God shake out every man from his house, and from his labor, that per- 
formeth not this promise; even thus be he shaken out, and emptied.’ 
And all the congregation said ‘Amen,’ and praised the Lord. 

““And the people did according to this promise. Moreover from the 
time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, from 
the twentieth year even unto the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes 
the king, that is, twelve years, I and my brethren have not eaten the 
bread of the governor. But the former governors that were before me 
were chargeable unto the people, and took of them bread and wine, beside 
forty shekels of silver; yea, even their servants bore rule over the people: 
but so did not I, because of the fear of God. Yea, also I continued in 
the work of this wall, neither bought we any land: and all my servants 
were gathered thither unto the work. Moreover there were at my table 
of the Jews and the rulers an hundred and fifty men, beside those that 
came unto us from among the heathen that were round about us. Now 
that which was prepared for one day was one ox and six choice sheep; 
also fowls were prepared for me, and once in ten days store of all sorts of 
wine: yet for all this I demanded not the bread of the governor, because 
the bondage was heavy upon this people. Remember unto me, O my 
God, for good, all that I have done for this people.” 


In Spite of Foes, the Walls Are Built 


“Now it came to pass, when it was reported to Sanballat and Tobiah, 
and to Geshem the Arabian, and unto the rest of our enemies, that I had 
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builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein (though even 
unto that time I had not set up the doors in the gates); that Sanballat 
and Geshem sent to me, saying, ‘Come, let us meet together in one of the 
villages in the plain of Ono.’ 

“But they thought to do me mischief. And I sent messengers to them, 
saying, “I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: why 
should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?’ 

“And they sent to me four times after this sort; and I answered them 
after the same manner. Then sent Sanballat his servant to me in like 
manner the fifth time with an open letter in his hand; wherein was written, 
‘It is reported among the nations, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the 
Jews think to rebel; for which cause thou buildest the wall: and thou 
wouldest be their king, according to these words. And thou hast also 
appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, There is a 
king in Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to these 
words. Come now therefore, and let us take counsel together.’ 

“Then I sent to him, saying, “There are no such things done as thou 
sayest, but thou feignest them out of thine own heart.’ 

“‘For they all would have made us afraid, saying, “Their hands shall be 
weakened from the work, that it be not done.’ But now, O God, 
strengthen thou my hands. 

““And I went to the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of 
Mehetabel, who was shut up; and he said, ‘Let us meet together in the 
house of God, within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: 
for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay 
thee.’ 

“And I said, ‘Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, that, being 
such as I, would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in.’ 

“And I discerned, and, lo, God had not sent him: but he pronounced 
this prophecy against me: and Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 
For this cause was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, 
and that they might have matter for an evil report, that they might 
reproach me. Remember, O my God, Tobiah and Sanballat according 
to these their works, and also the prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of the 
prophets, that would have put me in fear. 

“So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month 
Elul, in fifty and two days. And it came to pass, when all our enemies 
heard thereof, that all the heathen that were about us feared, and were 
much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that this work 
was wrought of our God.” 


The People Celebrate the Great Event 
“And when the seventh month was come, the children of Israel were 
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in their cities. And all the people gathered themselves together as one 
man into the broad place that was before the water gate; and they spoke 
unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the 
Lord had commanded to Israel. And Ezra the priest brought the law 
before the congregation, both men and women, and all that could hear 
with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month. And he 
read therein before the broad place that was before the water gate from 
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women, 
and of those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive unto the book of the law. And Ezra the scribe stood upon 
a pulpit of wood, which they had made for the purpose. 

“And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people (for he was 
above all the people); and when he opened it, all the people stood up: 
and Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God. And all the people answered, 
‘Amen, Amen,’ with the lifting up of their hands: and they bowed their 
heads, and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. And the 
Levites caused the people to understand the law: and the people stood 
in their place. And they read in the book, in the law of God, distinctly; 
and they gave the sense, so that they understood the reading. And 
Nehemiah, which was the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, and 
the Levites that taught the people, said to all the people, “This day is 
holy unto the Lord your God; mourn not, nor weep.’ For all the people 
wept, when they heard the words of the law. 

“Then he said unto them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the 
sweet, and send portions unto him for whom nothing is prepared: for 
this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye grieved; for the joy of the 
Lord is your strength.’ 

“So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, ‘Hold your peace, for the 
day is holy; neither be ye grieved.’ 

“And all the people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send 
portions, and to make great mirth, because they had understood the 
words that were declared to them. 

“And on the second day were gathered together the heads of fathers’ 
houses of all the people, the priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, 
even to give attention to the words of the law. And they found written 
in the law, how the Lord had commanded by Moses, that the children 
of Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh month: and 
that they should publish and proclaim in_all their cities, and in Jerusalem, 
saying, “Go forth to the mount, and fetch olive branches, and branches of 
wild olive, and myrtle branches, and palm branches, and branches of 
thick trees, to make booths, as it is written.’ 

“So the people went forth, and brought them, and made themselves 
booths, every one upon the roof of his house, and in their courts, and in 
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the courts of the house of God, and in the broad place of the water gate, 
and in the broad place of the gate of Ephraim. And all the congregation 
of them that were come again out of the captivity made booths, and 
dwelt in the booths: for since the days of Joshua the son of Nun until 
that day had not the children of Israel done so. And there was very 
great gladness. 

“Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he read in the 
book of the law of God. And they kept the feast seven days; and on 
the eighth day was a solemn assembly, according unto the ordinance.” 


The Vows of the People and the Dedication Ceremonies 


“The people entered into an oath, to walk in God’s law, which was given 
by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the command- 
ments of the Lord our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes. 

“And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites 
out of all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication 
with gladness, both with thanksgivings, and with singing, with cymbals, 
psalteries, and with harps. And the sons of the singers gathered them- 
selves together, both out of the plain round about Jerusalem, and from the 
villages. Then I brought up the princes of Judah upon the wall, and 
appointed two great companies that gave thanks and went in procession; 
with the musical instruments of David the man of God; and Ezra the 
scribe was before them: and by the fountain gate, and straight before 
them, they went up by the stairs of the city of David, at the going up of 
the wall, above the house of David, even unto the water gate eastward. 
And the other company of them that gave thanks went to meet them, 
and I after them, with the half of the people, upon the wall, above the 
tower of the furnaces, even unto the broad wall. 

““So stood the two companies of them that gave thanks in the house 
of God, and I, and the half of the rulers with me: and the priests with 
trumpets. And the singers sang loud. And they offered great sacrifices 
that day, and rejoiced; for God had made them rejoice with great joy; 
and the women also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem 
was heard even afar off.” 


How Nehemiah Enforced the Law 


(After the walls were built, and the city brought into a state of law and order, Nehemiah 
went back to his post in the Persian court. After he went away, trouble arose. The people 
began to disobey the laws. Nehemiah knew that law abiding people are as necessary to 
national greatness as stout walls and great armies, so he came back, and enforced the laws 
with a strong hand. How he made the people keep the Sabbath, he tells as follows) -— 


“Tn those days saw I in Judah some treading winepresses on the Sab- 
bath, and bringing in sheaves, and lading asses therewith; as also wine, 
grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they brought into 


248 THE GOLDEN BOOK 


Jerusalem on the Sabbath day: and I testified against them in the day 
wherein they sold victuals. 

“There dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which brought in fish, and all 
manner of ware, and sold on the Sabbath to the children of Judah and in 
Jerusalem. Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said to them, 
‘What evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the Sabbath day? Did 
not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil upon us, 
and upon this city? yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the 
Sabbath.’ 

“And it came to pass that, when the gates of Jerusalem began to be 
dark before the Sabbath, I commanded that the doors should be shut, 
and commanded that they should not be opened till after the Sabbath: 
and some of my servants set I over the gates, that there should no burden 
be brought in on the Sabbath day. So the merchants and sellers of all 
kind of ware lodged without Jerusalem once or twice. 

“Then I testified against them, and said to them, ‘Why lodge ye about 
the wall? if ye do so again, I will lay hands on you.’ 

“From that time forth came they no more on the Sabbath. And I 
commanded the Levites that they should purify themselves, and that they 
should come and keep the gates, to sanctify the Sabbath day. 

“Remember unto me, O my God, this also, and spare me according to 
the greatness of thy mercy.” 

(The story of Nehemiah’s life, told by himself, breaks off abruptly, but we know that he 
lived and died in high honor. Josephus, the Jewish historian, says of him, ‘‘He was a man of 


good and righteous character, and very ambitious to make his nation happy; and he hath 
left the walls of Jerusalem as an eternal monument of himself.’’) 


Che Story of a Divided Ringdom 


fo 


Che Kingiom of the South 
REHOBOAM 


How a Foolish Young King Lost the Best Part of His Kingdom 


(Under the great King Solomon, the kingdom of Israel rose to the zenith of its power 
and glory. Its territory stretched from sea to sea, its commerce was world-wide. Jerusa- 
lem with its great temple and its luxurious palaces became a magnificent city. But even 
during the reign of Solomon there began to be mutterings of discontent. Solomon was a 
great king, but his very magnificence laid heavy burdens upon the people. Taxes must be 
raised, very burdensome taxes, and a great number of servants and slaves must be kept. 
Solomon was strong enough to prevent an open rebellion in his own day, but as soon as he 
died the smoldering fire burst into flame. His son Rehoboam was an arrogant and very 
foolish young man. The people petitioned for a redress of their grievances and a lightening 
of their burdens. The elders whom the king consulted advised him to listen to these reasona- 
ble requests. But he gave heed instead to the advice of young men as willful and as inex- 
perienced as himself, and replied that he would lay heavier burdens yet upon the people. 

Then the old ery of protest, ‘To your tents, O Israel,’’ was raised. The people of the 
North seceded, and, under the leadership of a man named Jeroboam, set up a kingdom of 
their own. This division became permanent, and was the source of endless war. Even in 
the time of Christ, the Samaritans, who were the descendants of the people of the old 
Northern kingdom, and the people of the South hated each other, and had no dealings with 
each other.) 


After the death of Solomon, Rehoboam went to Shechem: for ail Israel 
were come to Shechem to make him king. And Jeroboam and all the 
assembly of Israel came, and spoke to Rehoboam, saying, “Thy father 
made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous service 
of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we 
will serve thee.” And he said unto them, ‘“‘Go away for three days, then 
come again to me.” And the people departed. 

And King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, that had stood 
before Solomon his father while he yet lived, saying, “‘What counsel give 
ye me to return answer to this people?” And they spoke to him, saying, 
“Tf thou wilt be a servant to this people this day, and wilt serve them, 
and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be thy 
servants for ever.” 

But he forsook the counsel of the old men which they had given him, 
and took counsel with the young men that were grown up with him, that 
stood before him. And he said unto them, “‘What counsel give ye, that 
we may return answer to this people, who have spoken to me, saying, 
‘Make the yoke that thy father did put upon us lighter’?”’ 
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And the young men that were grown up with him spoke to him, saying, 
“Thus shalt thou say to this people that spoke to thee, saying, “Thy father 
made our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto us’; thus shalt thou 
speak unto them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s loins. And 
now whereas my father did load you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your 
yoke: my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with 
scorpions.’”’ 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as 
the king bade, saying, ‘Come to me again the third day.” And the king 
answered the people roughly, and forsook the counsel of the old men 
which they had given him; and spoke to them after the counsel of the 
young men, saying, ‘‘ My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to 
your yoke: my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you 
with scorpions.” 

So the king hearkened not unto the people. And when all Israel saw 
that the king hearkened not unto them, the people answered the king, 
saying, ‘‘ What portion have we in David? neither have we inheritance in 
the son of Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, 
David.’ So Israel departed unto their tents. 

But as for the children of Israel which dwelt in the cities of Judah, 
Rehoboam reigned over them. Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who 
was the taxgatherer; and all Israel stoned him to death. And King 
Rehoboam made haste to get him up to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. 
So Israel rebelled against the house of David, unto this day. And it 
came to pass, when all Israel heard that Jeroboam was returned, that they 
sent and called him unto the assembly, and made him king over all Israel: 
there was none that followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah 
only. 

And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house 
of Judah, and the tribe of Benjamin, an hundred and fourscore thousand 
chosen men, which were warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, to 
bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. But the word 
of God came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, “‘Speak unto Rehoboam 
the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and unto all the house of Judah and 
Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, saying, ‘Thus saith the Lord, Ye 
shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren the children of Israel: 
return every man to his house; for this thing is of me.’”’ 

So they hearkened to the word of the Lord, and returned and went 
their way, according to the word of the Lord. 

And Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was 
forty and one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned seventeen 
years in Jerusalem, the city which the Lord had chosen out of all the tribes 
of Israel. And Judah did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord; 
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and they provoked him to jealousy with their sins which they committed, 
above all that their fathers had done. 

And it came to pass in the fifth year of king Rehoboam, that Shishak 
king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem: and he took away the treasures 
of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king’s house; he even 
took away all: and he took away all the shields of gold which Solomon 
had made. And King Rehoboam made in their stead shields of brass, 
and committed them to the hands of the captains of the guard, who kept 
the door of the king’s house. And it was so, that as often as the king 
went into the house of the Lord, the guard bore them, and brought them 
back into the guard chamber. And there was war between Rehoboam 
and Jeroboam continually. And Rehoboam died, and was buried with 
his fathers in the city of David. 


ABIJAH 


How the Second King of Judah Won a Great Victory over Jeroboam 


(For many years the two rival kings, Rehoboam and Jeroboam, fought without either 
gaining a decided advantage, but Rehoboam died and his favorite son, Abijah, came to the 
throne, who enlisted a great army and fought a decisive battle with the older king, over- 
whelming him in battle and taking away several cities.) 


And Rehoboam appointed Abijah the son of Maacah to be chief, the 
prince among his brethren: for he intended to make him king. And he 
dealt wisely, and scattered all his sons throughout all the lands of Judah 
and Benjamin, unto every fenced city. 

In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam began Abijah to reign over 
Judah. Three years reigned he in Jerusalem: and his mother’s name was 
Maacah the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. 

And there was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. And Abijah joined 
battle with an army of valiant men of war: and Jeroboam set the battle 
in array against him with a great host of many thousands of those who 
were mighty men of valor. 

And Abijah stood up upon Mount Zemaraim, which is in the hill 
country of Ephraim, and said, “Hear me, O Jeroboam and all Israel; 
ought ye not to know that the Lord, the God of Israel, gave the kingdom 
over Israel to David for ever, even to him and to his sons by a covenant 
of salt? Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the servant of Solomon the son 
of David, rose up, and rebelled against his lord. And there were gathered 
to him vain men, who strengthened themselves against Rehoboam the son 
of Solomon, when Rehoboam was young and tender-hearted, and could 
not withstand them. And now ye think to withstand the kingdom of the 
Lord in the hand of the sons of David; and ye be a great multitude, and 
there are with you the golden calves which Jeroboam made you for gods. 
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Have ye not driven out the priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron, and the 
Levites, and have made you priests after the manner of the peoples of 
other lands? But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not forsaken 
him; and we have priests ministering unto the Lord, the sons of Aaron, 
and the Levites in their work: and they burn unto the Lord every morn- 
ing and every evening burnt offerings and sweet incense: the showbread 
also set they in order upon the pure table; and the candlestick of gold 
with the lamps thereof, to burn every evening: for we keep the charge 
of the Lord our God; but ye have forsaken him. And, behold, God is 
with us at our head, and his priests with the trumpets of alarm to sound 
an alarm against you. O children of Israel, fight ye not against the Lord, 
the God of your fathers; for ye shall not prosper.” 

But Jeroboam caused an ambushment to come about behind them: so 
they were before Judah, and the ambushment was behind them. And 
when Judah looked back, behold, the battle was before and behind them: 
and they cried unto the Lord, and the priests sounded with the trumpets. 
Then the men of Judah gave a shout: and as the men of Judah shouted, 
it came to pass, that God smote Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah 
and Judah. And the children of Israel fled before Judah: and God 
delivered them into their hand. And Abijah and his people slew them 
with a great slaughter. 

Thus the children of Israel were brought under at that time, and the 
children of Judah prevailed, because they relied upon the Lord, the God 
of their fathers. And Abijah pursued after Jeroboam, and took cities 
from him, Beth-el with the towns thereof, and Jeshanah with the towns 
thereof, and Ephron with the towns thereof, 


ASA 


A Good King of Judah. He Makes a League with Syria Against 
the Northern Kingdom 

(With the good king Asa came a time of prosperity to Judah. He fortified the cities 
and destroyed the idols, and won a great victory over the host of the Ethiopians. But he 
made one serious mistake. An enterprising king named Baasha had come to the throne 
in the northern kingdom, and he began to make advances against Judah. He built a fort 
at Ramah in a position which commanded the roads to the south. Then Asa in his fear 
made a league with the king of Syria. This was the beginning of those entanglements and 
leagues with foreign nations which finally brought disaster to both kingdoms.) 

So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of 
David, and Asa his son reigned in his stead: in his days the land was quiet 
ten years. 

And Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his 
God: for he took away the strange altars, and high places, and broke 
down the pillars, and hewed down the Asherim; and commanded Judah 


PROCESSION OUTSIDE THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM 


Irom a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


From the days of the Bible to our own time Jerusalem has been the goal of pilgrimages, 
the desire of many hearts. The great throng outside the walls in this picture is a reminder 
of the hosts which come up every year to celebrate the Passover. 
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to seek the Lord, the God of their fathers, and to do the law and the 
commandment. Also he took away out of all the cities of Judah the high 
places and the sun-images: and the kingdom was quiet before him. And 
he built fenced cities in Judah: for the land was quiet, and he had no war 
in those years; because the Lord had given him rest. 

For he said unto Judah, “Let us build these cities, and make about 
them walls, and towers, gates, and bars; the land is yet before us, because 
we have sought the Lord our God; we have sought him, and he hath 
given us rest on every side.’”’ So they built and prospered. 

And Asa had an army of spearmen and bowmen many thousand, and 
all these were mighty men of valor. And there came out against them 
Zerah the Ethiopian with a mighty host; and he came unto Mareshah. 

Then Asa went out to meet him, and they set the battle in array in the 
valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. And Asa cried unto the Lord his God, 
and said, ‘“‘Lord, there is none beside thee to help, between the mighty 
and him that hath no strength: help us, O Lord our God; for we rely on 
thee, and in thy name are we come against this multitude. O Lord, thou 
art our God; let not man prevail against thee.” 

So the Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before Judah; and 
the Ethiopians fled. And Asa and the people that were with him pursued 
them unto Gerar: and there fell of the Ethiopians so many that they 
could not recover themselves; for they were destroyed before the Lord, 
and before his host; and they carried away very much booty. And they 
smote all the cities round about Gerar, for the fear of the Lord came upon 
them: and they sacked all the cities; for there was much spoil in them. 
They smote also the tents of cattle, and carried away sheep in abundance 
and camels, and returned to Jerusalem. 

And the spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded: and he 
went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, “Hear ye me, Asa, and all 
Judah and Benjamin: the Lord is with you, while ye be with him; and 
if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will 
forsake you. Now for long seasons Israel hath been without the true 
God, and without a teaching priest, and without law: but when in their 
distress they turned unto the Lord, the God of Israel, and sought him, he 
was found by them. And in those times there was no peace to him that 
went out, nor to him that came in, but great vexations were upon all the 
inhabitants of the lands. And they were broken in pieces, nation against 
nation, and city against city: for God did vex them with all adversity. 
But be ye strong, and let not your hands be slack: for your work shall be 
rewarded.” 

And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded the prophet, 
he took courage, and put away the abominations out of all the land of 
Judah and Benjamin, and out of the cities which he had taken from the 
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hill country of Ephraim; and he renewed the altar of the Lord, that was 
before the porch of the Lord. And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, 
and them that sojourned with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and 
out of Simeon: for they came to him out of Israel in abundance, when 
they saw that the Lord his God was with him. So they gathered them- 
selves together at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth year of 
the reign of Asa. And they sacrificed unto the Lord in that day, of the 
spoil which they had brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand 
sheep. And they entered into the covenant to seek the Lord, the God 
of their fathers, with all their heart and with all their soul; and that 
whosoever would not seek the Lord, the God of Israel, should be put to 
death, whether small or great, whether man or woman. And they swore 
unto the Lord with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, 
and with cornets. 

And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with all their 
heart, and sought him with their whole desire; and he was found by them: 
and the Lord gave them rest round about. And also Maacah the mother 
of Asa the king, he removed her from being queen, because she had made 
an abominable image for an Asherah; and Asa cut down her image, and 
made dust of it, and burnt it at the brook Kidron. But the high places 
were not taken away out of Israel: nevertheless the heart of Asa was per- 
fect all his days. And he brought into the house of God the things that 
his father had dedicated, and that he himself had dedicated, silver, and 
gold, and vessels. And there was no more war unto the five and thirtieth 
year of the reign of Asa. 

In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa, Baasha king of Israel 
went up against Judah, and built Ramah, that he might not allow any to 
go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 

Then Asa brought out silver and go!d out of the treasures of the house 
of the Lord and of the king’s house, and sent to Ben-hadad king of Syria, 
that dwelt at Damascus, saying, ‘‘There is a league between me and thee, 
as there was between my father and thy father: behold, I have sent thee 
silver and gold; go, break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he 
may depart from me.” 

And Ben-hadad hearkened unto King Asa, and sent the captains of his 
armies against the cities of Israel; and they smote Ijon, and Dan, and 
Abel-maim, and all the store cities of Naphtali. And it came to pass, 
when Baasha heard thereof, that he left off building of Ramah, and let 
his work cease. 

Then Asa the king took all Judah; and they carried away the stones of 
Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith Baasha had builded; and he 
built therewith Geba and Mizpah. And at that time Hanani the seer 
came to Asa king of Judah, and said unto him, “ Because thou hast relied 
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on the king of Syria, and hast not relied on the Lord thy God, therefore 
is the host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand. Were not the 
Ethiopians and the Lubim a huge host, with chariots and horsemen 
exceeding many? yet, because thou didst rely on the Lord, he delivered 
them into thine hand. For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to show himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart 
is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly; for from hence- 
forth thou shalt have wars.”’ 

Then Asa was wroth with the seer, and put him in the prison house; for 
he was in a rage with him because of this thing. And Asa oppressed 
some of the people the same time. And in the thirty and ninth year of 
his reign Asa was diseased in his feet; his disease was exceeding great: 
yet in his disease he went not to the Lord, but to the physicians. 

And Asa died in the one and fortieth year of his reign. And they 
buried him in his own sepulchers, which he had hewn out for himself in 
the city of David, and laid him in the bed which was filled with sweet 
odors and divers kinds of spices prepared by the apothecaries’ art: and 
they made a very great burning for him. 


JEHOSHAPHAT 


The Story of a Good King Who Feared God and Served 
the Nation Well 

(Jehoshaphat was one of the wisest and best of the kings of Judah. He increased the 
territory of the nation greatly. He conquered Edom so that it was governed by a vassal 
king. By conquering this country he gained a seaport, and it is interesting to note that he 
fitted out a fleet of ships and attempted to revive the trade of Solomon for the gold of Ophir. 
The ships, however, never reached their destination. They were wrecked when starting 
on their first voyage, and he did not have the courage to repeat the attempt. For the first 
time since the reign of Solomon, there was peace between Judah and Israel. A treaty was 
made between the two kings, and Jehoram, heir to the throne of Judah, was married to 
Athaliah, daughter of King Ahab of Israel. Through this alliance it was hoped no doubt 
to join the two kingdoms and restore the lost glory of the past. The attempt ended in 
failure. Athaliah was wicked, like all the race of Ahab and Jezebel, and brought only 
disaster to Judah.) 

And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa reigned in his stead, and strengthened 
himself against Israel. And he placed forces in all the fenced cities of 
Judah, and set garrisons in the land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim, 
which Asa his father had taken; and Jehoshaphat made peace with the 
king of Israel. And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked 
in the first ways of his father David, and sought not the idols of Baal; but 
sought the God of his father, and walked in his commandments, and not 
after the doings of Israel. Therefore the Lord established the kingdom 
in his hand; and all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat presents; and he had 


riches and honor in abundance. 
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Also in the third year of his reign he sent his princes, even Ben-hail, 
and Obadiah, and Zechariah, and Nethanel, and Micaiah, to teach in the 
cities of Judah; and with them the Levites; and with them Elishama 
and Jehoram, the priests. And they taught in Judah, having the book 
of the law of the Lord with them; and they went about throughout all 
the cities of Judah, and taught among the people. And the fear of the 
Lord fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were round about Judah, 
so that they made no war against Jehoshaphat. And some of the Philis- 
tines brought Jehoshaphat presents, and silver for tribute; the Arabians 
also brought him flocks, seven thousand and seven hundred rams, and 
seven thousand and seven hundred he-goats. 

And Jehoshaphat waxed great exceedingly; and he built in Judah 
castles and cities of store. And he had many works in the cities of Judah; 
and men of war, mighty men of valor, in Jerusalem. 

(Jehoshaphat made a league with Ahab king of Israel and they fought together a battle 
in which Ahab was struck by an arrow from an archer’s bow and was killed.) 

But Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his house in peace to 
Jerusalem. And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, 
and said to King Jehoshaphat, “‘Shouldest thou help the wicked, and love 
them that hate the Lord? for this thing wrath is upon thee from before 
the Lord. Nevertheless there are good things found in thee, in that 
thou hast put away the Asheroth out of the land, and hast set thine heart 
to seek God.” 

And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem: and he went out again among 
the people from Beer-sheba to the hill country of Ephraim, and brought 
them back unto the Lord, the God of their fathers. And he set judges in 
the land throughout all the fenced cities of Judah, city by city, and said 
to the judges, “Consider what ye do: for ye judge not for man, but for 
the Lord; and he is with you in the judgment. Now therefore let the 
fear of the Lord be upon you; take heed and do it: for there is no iniquity 
with the Lord our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts.” 

And it came to pass after this, that the men of Moab, and the men of 
Ammon, and with them some of the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat 
to battle. Then there came some that told Jehoshaphat saying, “There 
cometh a great multitude against thee from beyond the sea from Syria.” 

And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek unto the Lord; and he 
proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. And Judah gathered themselves 
together, to seek help of the Lord: even out of all the cities of Judah they 
came to seek the Lord. And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of 
Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the Lord, before the new court; and 
he said, ‘‘O Lord, the God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and 
art not thou ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations? and in thine hand 
is power and might, so that none is able to withstand thee. Didst not 
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thou, O our God, drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people 
Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever? And 
they dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, 
saying, ‘If evil come upon us, the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, 
we will stand before this house, and before thee (for thy name is in this 
house), and ery unto thee in our affliction, and thou wilt hear and save.’ 
And now, behold, the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir, whom 
thou wouldest not let Israel invade, when they came out of the land of 
Egypt, but they turned aside from them, and destroyed them not; behold, 
how they reward us, to come to cast us out of thy possession, which thou 
hast given us to inherit. O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we 
have no might against this great company that cometh against us; 
neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.” 

And all Judah stood before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives, 
and their children. Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah came the 
spirit of the Lord in the midst of the congregation; and he said, ‘‘Hearken 
ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou King Jehosha- 
phat: thus saith the Lord unto you, ‘Fear not ye, neither be dismayed by 
reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God’s. 
To-morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the ascent 
of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the valley, before the wilderness 
of Jeruel. Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand 
ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: 
fear not, nor be dismayed: to-morrow go out against them; for the Lord 
is with you.’”’ 

And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground: and all 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the Lord, wor- 
shiping the Lord. 

And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness 
of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, ‘‘ Hear me, 
O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; believe in the Lord your God, 
so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.” 

And when he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed them 
that should sing unto the Lord, and praise the beauty of holiness, as they 
went out before the army, and say, “Give thanks unto the Lord; for his 
mercy endureth for ever.” 

And when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set liers in wait 
against the men of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who were come against 
Judah; and they were smitten. For the men of Ammon and Moab stood 
up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy 
them: and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every 
one helped to destroy another. And when Judah came to the watch- 
tower of the wilderness, they looked upon the multitude; and, behold, 
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they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and there were none that 
escaped. 

And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take the spoil of them, 
they found among them in abundance both riches, and garments, and 
precious jewels, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they 
could carry away: and they were three days in taking of the spoil, it was 
so much. And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley 
of Beracah; for there they blessed the Lord: therefore the name of that 
place was called The valley of Beracah, unto this day. 

Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehosha- 
phat in the forefront of them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy; for the 
Lord had made them to rejoice over their enemies. And they came to 
Jerusalem with psalteries and harps and trumpets unto the house of the 
Lord. And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of the countries, 
when they heard that the Lord fought against the enemies of Israel. Sothe 
realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: for his God gave him rest round about. 

And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah: he was thirty and five years old 
when he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem: 
and his mother’s name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. And he walked 
in the way of Asa his father, and turned not aside from it, doing that which 
was right in the eyes of the Lord. Howbeit the high places were not 
taken away; neither as yet had the people set their hearts unto the God 
of their fathers. 

And there was no king in Edom: a deputy of Jehoshaphat was king. 

Jehoshaphat made ships of Tarshish to go to Ophir for gold: but they 
went not; for the ships were wrecked at Ezion-geber. 

Then said Ahaziah the son of Ahab unto Jehoshaphat, ‘‘ Let my servants 
go with thy servants in the ships.”’ But Jehoshaphat would not. And 
Jehoshaphat died and was buried with his fathers in the city of David his 
father; and Jehoram his son reigned in his stead.* 


JEKHORAM 
The Evil Son of a Good Father 


(Jehoram began his reign by murdering all his brothers, a not uncommon custom in 
those bloody days. He was completely under the influence of his wife Athaliah, daughter 
of that evil house of Ahab and Jezebel, from which no good ever came. He lost the kingdom 
of Edom which his fathers had won, and died at last a miserable death, no one wishing him 
to live any longer.) 


Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat reigned in his stead. And he had 
brethren the sons of Jehoshaphat, Azariah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, 
and Azariah, and Michael, and Shephatiah: all these were the sons of 


 S5tthe latory of a disastrous battle which Jehoshaphat fought in company with Ahab as ally is told i 
connection with the Story of Ahab. “ee! lass ta co 


STREET OF AN ANCIENT EASTERN CITY 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


Notice the houses built over the street converting it almost into a tunnel. 
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Jehoshaphat king of Israel. And their father gave them great gifts, of 
silver, and of gold, and of precious things, with fenced cities in Judah: 
but the kingdom gave he to Jehoram, because he was the firstborn. Now 
when Jehoram was risen up over the kingdom of his father, and had 
strengthened himself, he slew all his brethren with the sword, and others 
also of the princes of Israel. Jehoram was thirty and two years old 
when he began to reign; and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. And 
he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as did the house of Ahab: for 
his wife was the daughter of Ahab: and he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord. 

Howbeit the Lord would not destroy the house of David, because of the 
covenant that he had made with David, and as he promised to give a 
lamp to him and to his children alway. In his days Edom revolted from 
under the hand of Judah, and made a king over themselves. Then Jeho- 
ram passed over with his captains, and all his chariots with him: and he 
rose up by night, and smote the Edomites which compassed him about, 
and the captains of the chariots. So Edom revolted from under the hand 
of Judah, unto this day: then did Libnah revolt at the same time from 
under his hand: because he had forsaken the Lord, the God of his fathers. 
Moreover he made high places in the mountains of Judah, and led Judah 
astray. And there came a writing to him from Elijah the prophet, 
saying, “Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, ‘Because 
thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the 
ways of Asa king of Judah; but hast walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel; and also hast slain thy brethren of thy father’s house, which were 
better than thyself: behold, the Lord will smite with a great plague thy 
people, and thy children, and thy wives, and all thy substance: and 
thou shalt have great. sickness.’”’ 

And the Lord stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines, 
and of the Arabians which are beside the Ethiopians: and they came up 
against Judah, and raided, and carried away all the substance that was 
found in the king’s house, and his sons also, and his wives; so that there 
was never a son left him, save Ahaziah, the youngest of his sons. And 
after all this the Lord smote him in his bowels with an incurable disease. 
And he died of sore diseases. And his people made no burning for him, 
like the burning of his fathers. Thirty and two years old was he when he 
began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight years: and he departed 
without being desired; and they buried him in the city of David, but not 
in the sepulchers of the kings, 
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(Ahaziah, the youngest son of Jehoram, next came to the throne, for it seems that a 
marauding band of Arabians had actually raided Jerusalem and had slain the older children 
of the king. Ahaziah was a poor weak king who ruled weakly, and was killed, while on a 
visit to the king of Israel, by Jehu, the usurper of the throne.) 

And the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah his youngest son king 
in his stead: for the band of men that came with the Arabians to the camp 
had slain all the eldest. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah 
reigned. Twenty and two years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; 
and he reigned one year in Jerusalem: and his mother’s name was Athaliah 
the daughter of Ahab. 

He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab: for his mother was 
his counselor to do wickedly, and he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord, as did the house of Ahab: for they were his counselors 
after the death of his father, to his destruction. He walked also after 
their counsel, and went with Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel to war 
against Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth-gilead: and the Syrians wounded 
Joram. And he returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds which 
they had given him at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king of 
Syria. And Azariah the son of Jehoram king of Judah went down to see 
Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick. Now the destruc- 
tion of Ahaziah was of God, in that he went unto Joram: for when he was 
come, he went out with Joram against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the 
Lord had anointed to cut off the house of Ahab. And the fate of Joram 
overtook him also, for he was slain by the hand of Jehu. 

And the house of Ahaziah had no power to hold the kingdom. 


ATHALIAH 


How a Queen Reigned in Judah and How Jehoiada the Priest 
Conspired Against Her 


(In addition to her share of downright wickedness, Athaliah possessed the fierce tiger- 
like courage and ferocity of the race of Ahab. When she heard that her son was dead she 
determined immediately to murder all her unfortunate little grandchildren! She was a 
lovely grandmother, indeed! She carried out her determination, and killed all but one 
whom she failed to find. Perhaps since she was so busy she did not miss the little fellow! 
At any rate his good aunt Jehosheba took little baby Joash and hid him and his nurse in a 
bedchamber. He was kept concealed for six years, while the ugly old grandmother ruled 
the nation with a rod of iron, and did all the bad and abominable things she could think of. 
But by and by a priest named Jehoiada thought a change would be most desirable. So he 
conspired against her. He took the guard secretly into the palace and showed them little 
Joash, who was now seven years old, and told them that he was their true king, and they all 
swore allegiance to him. Then, next Sabbath while the people were at worship, the guard 
surrounded the city with the old weapons in their hands which had been King David’s, and 
which they had found hidden in the house of the Lord. And the priest brought out little 
Joash and put a crown on his head, and all the people and the soldiers clapped their hands 
and shouted, “God save the king!” And the wicked old queen was there, angry enough 
you may be sure, and she tore her garments, and shouted shrilly, “Treason! treason!” 
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But the soldiers only drove her to her palace, and there they killed her, and that was the end 
of the evil woman, and nobody eared when she died.) 

Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, 
she arose and destroyed all the sons of the king. 

But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram, sister of Ahaziah, took 
Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him away from among the king’s sons 
that were slain, even him and his nurse, and put them in the bedchamber; 
and they hid him from Athaliah, so that he was not slain. And he was 
with her hid in the house of the Lord six years: and Athaliah reigned over 
the land. 

And in the seventh year Jehoiada sent and fetched the captains over 
hundreds, and of the guard, and brought them to him into the house of 
the Lord; and he made a covenant with them, and took an oath of them 
in the house of the Lord, and showed them the king’s son. 

And he commanded them, saying; ‘‘This is the thing that ye shall do: 
a third part of you, that come in on the Sabbath, shall be keepers of the 
watch of the king’s house; and a third part shall be at the gate Sur; and 
a third part at the gate behind the guard: so shall ye keep the watch of 
the house, and be a barrier. And the two companies of you, even all that 
go forth on the Sabbath, shall keep the watch of the house of the Lord 
about the king. And ye shall compass the king round about, every man 
with his weapons in his hand; and he that cometh within the ranks, let 
him be slain: and be ye with the king when he goeth out, and when he 
cometh in.” 

And the captains over hundreds did according to all that Jehoiada the 
priest commanded: and they took every man his men, those that were to 
come in on the Sabbath, with those that were to go out on the Sabbath, 
and came to Jehoiada the priest. And the priest delivered to the captains 
over hundreds the spears and shields that had been King David’s, which 
were in the house of the Lord. 

And the guard stood, every man with his weapons in his hand, from the 
right side of the house to the left side of the house, along by the altar and 
the house, by the king round about. 

Then he brought out the king’s son, and put the crown upon him and 
gave him the testimony; and they made him king, and anointed him; 
and they clapped their hands, and said, “God save the king!” 

And when Athaliah heard the noise of the guard and of the people, she 
came to the people into the house of the Lord: and she looked, and, 
behold, the king stood by the pillar, as the manner was, and the captains 
and the trumpets by the king; and all the people of the land rejoiced, and 
blew with trumpets. 

Then Athaliah rent her clothes, and cried, ‘‘Treason, treason!” 

And Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains of hundreds that were 
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set over the host, and said unto them, “Take her forth between the ranks; 
and him that followeth her slay with the sword”’ (for the priest said, “ Let 
her not be slain in the house of the Lord”’). 

So they made way for her; and she went by the way of the horses’ 
entry to the king’s house: and there was she slain. 

And Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord and the king and the 
people, that they should be the Lord’s people; between the king also and 
the people. 

And all the people of the land went to the house of Baal, and broke it 
down; his altars and his images broke they in pieces thoroughly, and 
slew Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. And the priest appointed 
officers over the house of the Lord. And he took the captains over 
hundreds, and the guard, and all the people of the land; and they brought 
down the king from the house of the Lord, and came by the way of the 
gate of the guard unto the king’s house. And he sat on the throne of the 
kings. So all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was quiet: and 
they slew Athaliah with the sword at the king’s house. 


JOASH 
A King Who Failed to Continue in Well-Doing 


(For a while Joash was a very good king, but at last the wise priest Jehoiada, who had 
made him king, died. As soon as this restraint was removed Joash listened to the counsel 
of wild young princes, and so far forgot the debt of gratitude he owed to Jehoiada that he 
killed the son of the priest when he also reproved him for his evil deeds. In the latter part 
of his reign, disasters came thick and fast. The Syrians came down and swept Jud: ah with 
fire and sword. They did not kill Joash, but they left him at the end of his long reign of 
forty years, a helpless sufferer from disease. Then the very servants of his household 
conspired against him and murdered him in his bed.) 

Joash was seven years old when he began to reign; and he reigned 
forty years in Jerusalem: and his mother’s name was Zibiah of Beer- 
sheba. And Joash did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord all 
the days of Jehoiada the priest. 

And it came to pass after this, that Joash was minded to restore the 
house of the Lord. And he gathered together the priests and the Levites, 
and said to them, “Go out unto the cities of Judah, and gather of all 
Israel money to repair the house of your God from year to year, and see 
that ye hasten the matter.’”’ Howbeit the Levites hastened it not. 

And the king called for Jehoiada the chief, and said unto him, “Why 
hast thou not required of the Levites to bring in out of Judah and out of 
Jerusalem the tax of Moses the servant of the Lord, and of the congregation 
of Israel, for the tent of the testimony?” For the sons of Athaliah, that 
wicked woman, had broken up the house of God; and also all the dedicated 
things of the house of the Lord did they bestow upon the idols of Baal. 
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So the king commanded, and they made a chest, and set it without at 
the gate of the house of the Lord. And they made a proclamation through 
Judah and Jerusalem, to bring in for the Lord the tax that Moses the 
servant of God laid upon Israel in the wilderness. And all the princes 
and all the people rejoiced, and brought in, and cast into the chest, until 
they had made an end. And it was so, that at what time the chest was 
brought unto the king’s office by the hand of the Levites, and when they 
saw that there was much money, the king’s scribe and the chief priest’s 
officer came and emptied the chest, and took it, and carried it to its place 
again. Thus they did day by day, and gathered money in abundance. 

And the king and Jehoiada gave it to such as did the work of the service 
of the house of the Lord; and they hired masons and carpenters to restore 
the house of the Lord, and also such as wrought iron and brass to repair 
the house of the Lord. So the workmen wrought, and the work was 
perfected by them, and they set up the house of God in its state, and 
strengthened it. And when they had made an end, they brought the 
rest of the money before the king and Jehoiada, whereof were made vessels 
for the house of the Lord, even vessels to minister, and to offer withal, 
and spoons, and vessels of gold and silver. And they offered burnt 
offerings in the house of the Lord continually all the days of Jehoiada. 

But Jehoiada grew old and was full of days, and he died; an hundred 
and thirty years old was he when he died. 

And they buried him in the city of David among the kings, because he 
had done good in Israel, and toward God and his house. 

Now after the death of Jehoiada came the princes of Judah, and made 
obeisance to the king. Then the king hearkened unto them. And they 
forsook the house of the Lord, the God of their fathers, and served the 
Asherim and the idols: and wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for 
this their guiltiness. Yet he sent prophets to them, to bring them again 
unto the Lord; and they testified against them: but they would not give 
ear. And the spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the 
priest; and he stood above the people, and said unto them, “Thus saith 
God, ‘Why transgress ye the commandments of the Lord, that ye cannot 
prosper? because ye have forsaken the Lord, he hath also forsaken you.’” 

And they conspired against him, and stoned him with stones at the 
commandment of the king in the court of the house of the Lord. Thus 
Joash the king remembered not the kindness which Jehoiada his father 
had done to him, but slew his son. And when he died, he said, “The 
Lord look upon it, and require it.” 

And it came to pass at the end of the year, that the army of the Syrians 
came up against him: and they came to Judah and Jerusalem, and 
destroyed all the princes of the people from among the people, and sent 
all the spoil of them to the king of Damascus. For the army of the 
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Syrians came with a small company of men; and the Lord delivered a 
very great host into their hand, because they had forsaken the Lord, the 
God of their fathers. So they executed judgment upon Joash. 

And when they were departed from him (for they left him in great 
diseases), his own servants conspired against him for the blood of the sons 
of Jehoiada the priest, and slew him on his bed, and he died: and they 
buried him in the city of David, but they buried him not in the sepulchers 
of the kings. And these are they that conspired against him; Zabad the 
son of Shimeath the Ammonitess, and Jehozabad the son of Shimrith the 
Moabitess. And Amaziah his son reigned in his stead. 


AMAZIAH 
A King of Judah Who Was Conquered by a King of Israel 


(The reign of Amaziah began with victory. He defeated the old foes of Judah, the 
Edomites, in a great battle. He was so filled with foolish pride at this success that he 
challenged the king of Israel to fight. ‘The king of Israel sent his refusal to this challenge 
in a very clever little story of the cedar of Lebanon and the thistle. But Amaziah did not 
heed the warning. Jehoash of Israel came down with his fighting men and not only defeated 
ihe overconfident king but actually captured Jerusalem and tore down a part of its walls.) 

Amaziah was twenty and five years old when he began to reign; and 
he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem: and his mother’s name 
was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. And he did that which was right in the 
eyes of the Lord, but not with a perfect heart. 

Now it came to pass, when the kingdom was established unto him, that 
he slew his servants which had killed the king his father. But he put not 
their children to death, but did according to that which is written in the 
law in the book of Moses, as the Lord commanded, saying, “The fathers 
shall not die for the children, neither shall the children die for the fathers; 
but every man shall die for his own sin.” 

Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah together, and ordered them accord- 
ing to their fathers’ houses, under captains of thousands and captains of 
hundreds, even all Judah and Benjamin: and he numbered them from 
twenty years old and upward, and found them three hundred thousand 
chosen men, able to go forth to war, that could handle spear and shield. 
He hired also an hundred thousand mighty men of valor, mercenaries, 
out of Israel for an hundred talents of silver. 

But there came a man of God to him, saying, ‘‘O king, let not the army 
of Israel go with thee; for the Lord is not with Israel. But if thou wilt go, 
do valiantly, be strong for the battle: God shall cast thee down before the 
enemy; for God hath power to help, and to cast down.” 

And Amaziah said to the man of God, “But what shall we do for the 
hundred talents which I have given to the army of Israel?” 


VIEW OF THE DEAD SEA 


From a photograph taken by Mr. Louis L. Tribus, Consulting Engineer and Commissioner 
of Public Works of the Borough of Richmond, City of New York 


An interesting fact in connection with this picture of the Dead Sea concerns the boat 
which is floating upon it. The owner succeeded in securing a concession from the Turkish 
Government to put a steamboat upon the Dead Sea. When he started to run it he was 
advised that the concession had not included the operation of the boat and a considerable 
further sum of money was desired by the officials. This being beyond the power of the man 
to raise, the boat has not been operated and remains as the picture shows it. 

The water of the Dead Sea contains about 25 per cent. of solid substances. There are 
common salt, chloride of calcium, chloride of magnesium, and other ingredients, and it is 
not to be wondered at that the human body floats easily on the surface. 

The area of the sea is 360 square miles. Its length is 4714 miles; its greatest width, 10 
miles. The surface is about 1295 feet below sea level. 

Scientific observation justifies the estimate that a daily average of 6,500,000 tons of 
water is received into the Dead Sea from the Jordan and other sources during the year. 
During the rainy season the amount is very much greater; during the dry season it 1s, of 
course, very much less, but this average will be maintained year after year. 

There is no outlet, and the level is kept down by evaporation only, which is very rapid 
because of the intense heat, the dry atmosphere and the dry winds which are constantly 
blowing down the gorges between the mountains. 

The waters of the Jordan, when they reach the sea, are as brown as the earth through 
which they flow—a thick solution of mud—but the instant they mingle with the salt water 
of the lake the particles of soil are precipitated and they become as clear as crystal, with an 
intensely green tint. 
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And the man of God answered, “The Lord is able to give thee much 
more than this.” 

Then Amaziah separated them, to wit, the army that was come to him 
out of Ephraim, to go home again: wherefore their anger was greatly 
kindled against Judah, and they returned home in fierce anger. 

And Amaziah took courage, and led forth his people, and went to the 
Valley of Salt, and smote of the children of Seir ten thousand. And other 
ten thousand did the children of Judah carry away alive, and brought 
them unto the top of the rock, and cast them down from the top of the 
rock, so that they all were broken in pieces. But the men of the army 
which Amaziah sent back, that they should not go with him to battle, 
fell upon the cities of Judah, from Samaria even unto Beth-horon, and 
smote of them three thousand, and took much spoil. 

Now it came to pass, after that Amaziah was come from the slaughter 
of the Edomites, that he brought the gods of the children of Seir, and set 
them up to be his gods, and bowed down himself before them, and burned 
incense unto them. Wherefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Amaziah, and he sent unto him a prophet, which said unto him, ‘“‘Why 
hast thou sought after the gods of the people, which have not delivered 
their own people out of thine hand?” 

And it came to pass, as he talked with him, that the king said unto him, 
“Have we made thee of the king’s counsel? forbear; why shouldest thou 
be smitten?” 

Then the prophet forebore, and said, “I know that God hath determined 
to destroy thee, because thou hast done this, and hast not hearkened unto 
my counsel.” 

Then Amaziah king of Judah took advice, and sent to Joash, the son of 
Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, ‘‘Come, let us look one 
another in the face in battle.” 

And Joash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “The 
thistle that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying, 
‘Give thy daughter to my son to wife’: and there passed by a wild beast 
that was in Lebanon, and trod down the thistle. 

“Thou sayest, ‘Lo, I have smitten Edom’; and thine heart lifteth thee 
up to boast: abide now at home; why shouldest thou meddle to thy hurt, 
that thou shouldest fall, even thou, and Judah with thee?” 

But Amaziah would not hear; for it was of God, that he might deliver 
them into the hand of their enemies, because they had sought after the 
gods of Edom. So Joash king of Israel went up; and he and Amaziah 
king of Judah looked one another in the face in battle at Beth-shemesh, 
which belongeth to Judah. 

And Judah was put to the worse before Israel; and they fled every man 


to his tent. 
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And Joash king of Israel took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Joash 
the son of Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh, and brought him to Jerusalem, and 
broke down the wall of Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim unto the corner 
gate, four hundred cubits. And he took all the gold and silver, and all 
the vessels that were found in the house of God with Obed-edom, and the 
treasures of the king’s house, the hostages also, and returned to Samaria. 

And Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah lived after the death of 
Joash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel fifteen years. 

Now from the time that Amaziah did turn away from following the 
Lord they made a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem; and he fled to 
Lachish: but they sent after him to Lachish, and slew him there. And 
they brought him upon horses, and buried him with his fathers in the city 
of Judah. 


UZZIAH 


A King Who Ruled Wisely and Vigorously, But Who Was 
Punished Because of Irreverence 


(After the vainglorious Amaziah came Uzziah, a strong and vigorous king. He en- 
couraged agriculture, he rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem and fortified the city in a stronger 
way. He dug cisterns to water the herds, and had many vineyards and orchards. He was 
successful in his wars and extended his territory to the west, conquering several Philistine 
towns. But the story goes on to say that he became so proud of his success and his strength 
that he attempted to usurp the work of the priests. While he was offering incense in the 
temple, which he had no right to do, he suddenly became a leper. After that he was forced 
to live in a house apart by himself while his son acted as regent for him until he died.) 

And all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, 
and made him king in place of his father Amaziah. He built Elath, and 
restored it to Judah, after the king died. Sixteen years old was Uzziah 
when he began to reign; and he reigned fifty and two years in Jerusalem: 
and his mother’s name was Jechiliah of Jerusalem. And he did that which 
was right in the eyes of the Lord, according to all that his father Amaziah 
had done. 

And he set himself to seek God in the days of Zechariah, who had under- 
standing in the vision of God: and as long as he sought the Lord, God made 
him to prosper. And he went forth and warred against the Philistines, 
and broke down the wall of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of 
Ashdod; and he built cities in the country of Ashdod, and among the 
Philistines. 

And God helped him against the Philistines, and against the Arabians 
that dwelt in Gur-baal, and the Meunim. And the Ammonites gave gifts 
to Uzziah: and his name spread abroad even to Egypt, for he grew exceed- 
ing strong. 

Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the corner gate, and at 
the valley gate, and at the turning of the wall, and fortified them. And 
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he built towers in the wilderness, and hewed out many cisterns, for he had 
much cattle; in the lowland also, and in the plain: and he had husband- 
men and vinedressers in the mountains and in the fruitful fields ; for he 
loved husbandry. 

Moreover Uzziah had an army of fighting men, that went out to war by 
bands, according to the number of their reckoning made by Jeiel the 
scribe and Maaseiah the officer, under the hand of Hananiah, one of the 
king’s captains. The whole number of the heads of fathers’ houses, even 
the mighty men of valor, was two thousand and six hundred. And under 
their hand was a trained army, three hundred thousand and seven thou- 
sand and five hundred, that made war with mighty power, to help the king 
against the enemy. And Uzziah prepared for them, even for all the host, 
shields, and spears, and helmets, and coats of mail, and bows, and stones 
for slinging. And he made in Jerusalem engines, invented by cunning 
men, to be on the towers and upon the battlements, to shoot arrows and 
great stones. And his name spread far abroad; for he was marvelously 
helped, till he was strong. 

But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up so that he did corruptly, 
and he trespassed against the Lord his God; for he went into the temple 
of the Lord to burn incense upon the altar of incense. And Azariah the 
priest went in after him, and with him fourscore priests of the Lord, that 
were valiant men: and they withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, 
“Tt belongeth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the Lord, but 
to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense: 
go out of the sanctuary; for thou hast trespassed; neither shall it be for 
thine honor from the Lord God.” 

Then Uzziah was angry; and he had a censer in his hand to burn incense; 
and while he was angry with the priests, the leprosy broke forth in his 
forehead before the priests in the house of the Lord, beside the altar of 
incense. And Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked upon 
him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him out 
quickly from thence. He himself hastened also to go out, because the 
Lord had smitten him. 

And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in 
a separate house, being a leper; for he was cut off from the house of the 
Lord: and Jotham his son was over the king’s house, ruling the people of 
the land. So Uzziah died; and they buried him with his fathers in the 
field of burial which belonged to the kings; for they said, ‘He is a leper”’: 
and Jotham his son reigned. 
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JOTHAM 


(Jotham reigned, it is said, sixteen years, but for all but two years he was regent in place 
of his father, w “ho could not, occupy the throne because of his leprosy. On the whole his 
reign was good and he was successful in his undertakings.) 

Jotham was twenty and five years old when he began to reign; and he 
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem: and his mother’s name was Jerushah 
the daughter of Zadok. And he did that which was right in the eyes of 
the Lord, according to all that his father Uzziah had done: howbeit he 
entered not into the temple of the Lord. And the people did yet corruptly. 

He built the upper gate of the house of the Lord, and on the wall of Ophel 
he built much. Moreover he built cities in the hill country of Judah, and 
in the forests he built castles and towers. He fought also with the king 
of the children of Ammon, and prevailed against them. And the children 
of Ammon gave him the same year an hundred talents of silver, and ten 
thousand measures of wheat, and ten thousand of barley. So much did 
the children of Ammon render unto him, in the second year also, and in 
the third. 

So Jotham became mighty, because he ordered his ways before the Lord 
his God. He was five and twenty years old when he began to reign, and 
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And Jotham died, and they buried 
him in the city of David: and Ahaz his son reigned in his stead. 


AHAZ 


(With Ahaz came a period of disaster for Judah. He was a thoroughly depraved 
character; weak, vacillating, yet obstinate and perverse. He accepted the old idol worship 
in all its hideous "forms, even sacrificing his own children, it is said, to the awful god of fire, 
Moloch. During his reign the land was swept by waves of invasion, and many people were 
killed or carried off captive to Damascus and Samaria. He tried to make an alliance with 
Assyria, but this resulted in his practically becoming a vassal king. He paid a great tribute 
and. stripped the temple bare of its ornamentation and its precious vessels to satisfy the 
demand.) 

Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign; and he reigned 
sixteen years in Jerusalem: and he did not that which was right in the 
eyes of the Lord, like David his father: but he walked in the ways of the 
kings of Israel, and made also molten images for Baal. Moreover he burnt 
incense in the valley of the son of Hinnom, and burnt his children in the 
fire, according to the abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord cast 
out before the children of Israel. And he sacrificed and burnt incense in 
the high places, and on the hills, and under every green tree. 

Wherefore the Lord his God delivered him into the hand of the king of 
Syria; and they smote him, and carried away of his a great multitude of 
captives, and brought them to Damascus. And he was also delivered 
into the hand of the king of Israel, who smote him with a great slaughter. 
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For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah an hundred and twenty 
thousand in one day, all of them valiant men ; because they had forsaken 
the Lord, the God of their fathers. And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, 
slew Maaseiah the king’s son, and Azrikam the ruler of the house, and 
Elkanah that was next to the king. 

And the children of Israel carried away captive of their brethren two 
hundred thousand, women, sons, and daughters, and took also away much 
spoil from them, and brought the spoil to Samaria. 

But a prophet of the Lord was there, whose name was Oded: and he 
went out to meet the host that came to Samaria, and said unto them, 
“Behold, because the Lord, the God of your fathers, was wroth with 
Judah, he hath delivered them into your hand, and ye have slain them in 
a rage which hath reached up unto heaven. And now ye purpose to keep 
under the children of Judah and Jerusalem for bondmen and bondwomen 
unto you: but are there not even with you trespasses of your own against 
the Lord your God? Now hear me therefore, and send back the captives, 
which ye have taken captive of your brethren: for the fierce wrath of the 
Lord is upon you.” 

Then certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim, Azariah the son of 
Johanan, Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth, and Jehizkiah the son of 
Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood up against them that came 
from the war, and said unto them, “Ye shall not bring in the captives 
hither: for ye purpose that which will bring upon us a trespass against the 
Lord, to add unto our sins and to our trespass: for our trespass is great, 
and there is fierce wrath against Israel.”’ 

So the armed men left the captives and the spoil before the princes and 
all the congregation. And the men who have been named rose up, and 
took the captives, and with the spoil clothed all that were naked among 
them, and arrayed them, and shod them, and gave them to eat and to 
drink, and anointed them, and carried all the feeble of them upon asses, 
and brought them to Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto their brethren: 
then they returned to Samaria. 

At that time did King Ahaz send unto the kings of Assyria to help him. 
For again the Edomites had come and smitten Judah, and carried away 
captives. The Philistines also had invaded the cities of the lowland, and 
of the south of Judah, and had taken Beth-shemesh, and Aijalon, and 
Gederoth, and Soco with the towns thereof, and Timnah with the towns 
thereof, Gimzo also and the towns thereof: and they dwelt there. For 
the Lord brought Judah low because of Ahaz king of Israel; for he had 
dealt wantonly in Judah, and trespassed sore against the Lord. And 
Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria came unto him, and distressed him, but 
strengthened him not. 

For Ahaz took away a portion out of the house of the Lord, and out of 
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the house of the king and of the princes, and gave it unto the king of As- 
syria: but it helped him not. And in the time of his distress did he tres- 
pass yet more against the Lord, this same King Ahaz. For he sacrificed 
unto the gods of Damascus. And King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet 
Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, and saw the altar that was at Damascus: 
and King Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest the fashion of the altar, and the 
pattern of it, according to all the workmanship thereof. And Urijah the 
priest built an altar: according to all that King Ahaz had sent from 
Damascus, so did Urijah the priest make it against King Ahaz came from 
Damascus. And when the king was come from Damascus, the king saw 
the altar: and the king drew near unto the altar, and offered thereon. 

And he burnt his burnt offering and his meal offering, and poured his 
drink offering, and sprinkled the blood of his peace offerings, upon the 
altar. And the brazen altar, which was before the Lord, he brought from 
the forefront of the house, from between his altar and the house of the 
Lord, and put it on the north side of his altar. 

And King Ahaz commanded Urijah the priest, saying, ‘‘ Upon the great 
altar burn the morning burnt offering, and the evening meal offering, and 
the king’s burnt offering, and his meal offering, with the burnt offering 
of all the people of the land, and their meal offering, and their drink offer- 
ings; and sprinkle upon it all the blood of the burnt offering, and all the 
blood of the sacrifice: but the brazen altar shall be for me to inquire by.” 

Thus did Urijah the priest, according to all that King Ahaz commanded. 
And King Ahaz cut off the borders of the bases, and removed the laver 
from off them; and took down the sea from off the brazen oxen that were 
under it, and put it upon a pavement of stone. And the covered way for 
the Sabbath that they had built in the house, and the king’s entry without, 
turned he unto the house of the Lord, because of the king of Assyria. 


HEZEKIAH 


(One of the best and most famous of all the kings of Judah was Hezekiah. He instituted 
great reforms and overthrew idol worship of all kinds. He even destroyed the brazen 
serpent made by Moses, which had become an object of worship. He was successful in his 
campaigns against the Philistines. He fortified Jerusalem as it had been done before. He 
was a lover of music and literature, and is said to have written m any hymns. The greatest 
event of his reign was the successful defense of Jerusalem : against the hordes of Sennacherib.) 

Hezakiah began to reign when he was five and twenty years old; and 
he reigned nine and twenty years in Jerusalem: and his mother’s name was 
Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah. And he did that which was right in 
the eyes of Jehovah, according to all that David his father had done. He 
in the first year of his reign, in the first month, opened the doors of the 
house of Jehovah, and repaired them. 


And he brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them 


PLOWING WITH THE ANCIENT WOODEN PLOW 


From a photograph by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, and 
used by his kind permission 


The wooden plow made of a crooked stick is still used in the East. 
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together into the broad place on the east, and said unto them, ‘‘ Hear me, 
ye Levites; now sanctify yourselves, and sanctify the house of J ehovah, 
the God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy 
place. For our fathers have trespassed, and done that which was evil in 
the sight of Jehovah our God, and have forsaken him, and have turned 
away their faces from the habitation of Jehovah, and turned their backs. 
Also they have shut up the doors of the porch, and put out the lamps, 
and have not burned incense nor offered burnt offerings in the holy place 
unto the God of Israel. Wherefore the wrath of Jehovah was upon Judah 
and Jerusalem, and he hath delivered them to be tossed to and fro, to be 
an astonishment, and an hissing, as ye see with your eyes. For, lo, our 
fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our 
wives are in captivity for this. Now it is in my heart to make a covenant 
with the Lord, the God of Israel, that his fierce anger may turn away from 
us. My sons, be not now negligent: for the Lord hath chosen you to 
stand before him, to minister unto him, and that ye should be his ministers, 
and burn incense.” 

Then the Levites arose, and they gathered their brethren, and sanctified 
themselves, and went in, according to the commandment of the king by 
the words of the Lord, to cleanse the house of the Lord. And the priests 
went in unto the inner part of the house of the Lord, to cleanse it, and 
brought out all the uncleanness that they found in the temple of the Lord 
into the court of the house of the Lord. And the Levites took it, to carry 
it out to the brook Kidron. Now they began on the first day of the first 
month to sanctify, and on the eighth day of the month came they to the 
porch of the Lord; and they sanctified the house of the Lord in eight days: 
and on the sixteenth day of the first month they made an end. 

Then they went in to Hezekiah the king within the palace, and said, 
““We have cleansed all the house of the Lord, and the altar of burnt 
offering, with all the vessels thereof, and the table of showbread, with all 
the vessels thereof. Moreover all the vessels, which King Ahaz in his 
reign did cast away when he trespassed, have we prepared and sanctified; 
and, behold, they are before the altar of the Lord.” 

Then Hezekiah the king arose early, and gathered the princes of the 
city, and went up to the house of the Lord. And they brought seven 
bullocks, and seven rams, and seven lambs, and seven he-goats, for a sin 
offering for the kingdom, and for the sanctuary and for Judah. And he 
commanded the priests the sons of Aaron to offer them on the altar of the 
Lord. So they killed the bullocks, and the priests received the blood, 
and sprinkled it on the altar: and they kilied the rams, and sprinkled the 
blood upon the altar: they killed also the lambs, and sprinkled the blood 


upon the altar. 
And they brought near the he-goats for the sin offering before the king 
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and the congregation; and they laid their hands upon them: and the 
priests killed them, and they made a sin offering with their blood upon 
the altar, to make atonement for all Israel: for the king commanded that 
the burnt offering and the sin offering should be made for all Israel. And 
he set the Levites in the house of the Lord with cymbals, with psalteries, 
and with harps, according to the commandment of David, and of Gad 
the king’s seer, and Nathan the prophet: for the commandment was of 
the Lord by his prophets. 

And the Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests 
with the trumpets. And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt offering 
upon the altar. And when the burnt offering began, the song of the Lord 
began also, and the trumpets, together with the instruments of David 
king of Israel. And all the congregation worshiped, and the singers sang, 
and the trumpeters sounded; all this continued until the burnt offering 
was finished. And when they had made an end of offering, the king and 
all that were present with him bowed themselves and worshiped. More- 
over Hezekiah the king and the princes commanded the Levites to sing 
praises unto the Lord with the words of David, and of Asaph the seer. 
And they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and 
worshiped. 

Then Hezekiah answered and said, ““Now ye have consecrated your- 
selves unto the Lord, come near and bring sacrifices and thank offerings 
into the house of the Lord.” 

And the congregation brought in sacrifices and thank offerings; and as 
many as were of a willing heart brought burnt offerings. 

So the service of the house of the Lord was set in order. And Hezekiah 
rejoiced, and all the people, because of that which God had prepared for 
the people: for the thing was done suddenly. 

After these things, and this faithfulness, Sennacherib king of Assyria 
came, and entered into Judah, and encamped against the fenced cities, 
and thought to win them for himself. And when Hezekiah saw that 
Sennacherib was come, and that he intended to fight against Jerusalem, 
he took counsel with his princes and his mighty men to stop the waters 
of the fountains which were without the city; and they helped him. So 
there was gathered many people together, and they stopped all the 
fountains, and the brook that flowed through the midst of the land, saying, 
“Why should the kings of Assyria come, and find much water?” 

And he took courage, and built up all the wall that was broken down, 
and raised it up to the towers, and the other wall without, and strengthened 
Millo in the city of David, and made weapons and shields in abundance. 
And he set captains of war over the people, and gathered them together 
to him in the broad place at the gate of the city, and spoke encouragingly 
to them, saying, “‘Be strong and of a good courage, be not afraid nor 
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dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with 

him: for there is a greater with us than with him: with him is an arm of 

flesh; but with us is the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our battles.”’ 

aay ee people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of 
udah. 

After this did Sennacherib king of Assyria send his servants to Jerusalem 
(now he was before Lachish, and all his army with him), unto Hezekiah 
king of Judah, and unto all Judah that were at J erusalem, saying, “Thus 
saith Sennacherib king of Assyria, Whereon do ye trust, that ye abide the 
siege in Jerusalem? Doth not Hezekiah persuade you, to give you over 
to die by famine and by thirst, saying, ‘The Lord our God shall deliver us 
out of the hand of the king of Assyria’? Hath not the same Hezekiah 
taken away his high places and his altars, and commanded Judah and 
Jerusalem, saying, ‘Ye shall worship before one altar, and upon it shall ye 
burn incense’? Know ye not what I and my fathers have done unto all 
the peoples of the lands? Were the gods of the nations of the lands any 
ways able to deliver their land out of my hand? Who was there among 
all the gods of those nations which my fathers utterly destroyed, that 
could deliver his people out of my hand, that your God should be able to 
deliver you out of my hand? Now therefore let not Hezekiah deceive 
you, nor persuade you on this manner, neither believe ye him: for no god 
of any nation or kingdom was able to deliver his people out of my hand, 
and out of the hand of my fathers: how much less shall your God deliver 
you out of my hand?” 

And his servants spoke yet more against the Lord God, and against his 
servant Hezekiah. He wrote also letters, to ridicule the Lord, the God 
of Israel, and to speak against him, saying, “As the gods of the nations of 
the lands, which have not delivered their people out 6f my hand, so shall 
not the God of Hezekiah deliver his people out of my hand.” 

And they cried with a loud voice in the Hebrew language unto the people 
of Jerusalem that were on the wall, to affright them, and to trouble them; 
that they might take the city. 

And they spoke of the God of Jerusalem, as of the gods of the peoples 
of the earth, which are the work of men’s hands. And Hezekiah the king, 
and Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz, prayed because of this, and cried 
to heaven. And the Lord sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty men 
of valor, and the leaders and captains, in the camp of the king of Assyria. 
So he returned with shame of face to his own land. And when he was 
come into the house of his god, his own children slew him there with the 
sword. 

Thus the Lord saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from 
the hand of Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from the hand of all 
other, and guided them on every side. And many brought gifts unto the 
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Lord to Jerusalem, and precious things to Hezekiah king of Judah: so 
that he was exalted in the sight of all nations from thenceforth. 

In those days Hezekiah was sick even unto death: and he prayed unto 
the Lord; and he spoke unto him, and gave him a sign. But Hezekiah 
rendered not again according to the benefit done unto him; for his heart 
was lifted up: therefore there was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and 
Jerusalem. Notwithstanding Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of 
his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of 
the Lord came not upon them in the days of Hezekiah. 

And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and honor: and he provided 
him treasuries for silver, and for gold, and for precious stones, and for 
spices, and for shields, and for all! manner of goodly vessels; storehouses 
also for the increase of corn and wine and oil; and stalls for all manner of 
beasts, and flocks in folds. 

Moreover he provided him cities, and possessions of flocks and herds in 
abundance: for God had given him very much substance. 

This same Hezekiah also stopped the upper spring of the waters of 
Gihon, and brought them straight down on the west side of the city of 
David. And Hezekiah prospered in all his works. 

And Hezekiah died and they buried him in the ascent of the sepulchers 
of the sons of David: and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did 
him honor at his death. And Manasseh his son reigned in his stead. 


MANASSEH 


(Manasseh began his reign by doing every evil thing he could possibly think of; he 
sacrificed to all the heathen idols and made his own children “pass through the fire.’ In 
the book of Chronicles it is said that he was taken captive and carried away to Babylon. 
Here he repented of his many sins, and became a good and holy man.) 

Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign; and he reigned 
fifty and five years in Jerusalem. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord, after the abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord 
cast out before the children of Israel. For he built again the high places 
which Hezekiah his father had broken down; and he reared up altars for 
the idols of Baal, and made Asheroth, and worshiped all the host of heaven, 
and served them. And he built altars in the house of the Lord, whereof 
the Lord said, “In Jerusalem shall my name be for ever.’”? And he built 
altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lord. 
He also made his children to pass through the fire in the valley of the son 
of Hinnom: and he practiced augury, and used enchantments, and 
practiced sorcery, and dealt with them that had familiar spirits, and with 
wizards: he wrought much evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him 
to anger. 
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And he set the graven image of the idol, which he had made, in the 
house of God, of which God said to David and to Solomon his son, ‘‘In 
this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of 
Israel, will I put my name for ever: neither will I any more remove the 
foot of Israel from off the land which I have appointed for your fathers : 
if only they will observe to do all that I have commanded them, even all 
the law and the statutes and the ordinances by the hand of Moses.” 

But they hearkened not: and Manasseh seduced them to do that which 
is evil more than did the nations, whom the Lord destroyed before the 
children of Israel. And the Lord spoke by his servants the prophets, 
saying, ““ Because Manasseh king of Judah hath done these abominations, 
and hath done wickedly above all that the Amorites did, which were before 
him, and hath made Judah also to sin with his idols: therefore thus saith 
the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Behold, I bring such evil upon Jerusalem 
and Judah, that whosoever heareth of it, both his ears shall tingle. And 
I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the plummet of the 
house of Ahab: and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping 
it and turning it upside down. And I will cast off the remnant of my 
inheritance, and deliver them into the hand of their enemies; and they 
shall become a prey and a spoil to all their enemies; because they have 
done that which is evil in my sight, and have provoked me to anger, since 
the day their fathers came forth out of Egypt, even unto this day.’”’ 

Moreover Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to 
err, so that they did evil more than did the nations, whom the Lord 
destroyed before the children of Israel. And the Lord spoke to Manasseh, 
and to his people: but they gave no heed. Wherefore the Lord brought 
upon them the captains of the host of the king of Assyria, who took 
Manasseh in chains, and bound him with fetters, and carried him to 
Babylon. And when he was in distress, he besought the Lord his God, and 
humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers. And he prayed 
unto him; and he was intreated of him, and heard his supplication, and 
brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh 
knew that the Lord he was God. 


(God forgave his sin, and he went back to his kingdom to serve him all the rest of his life.) 


Now after this he built an outer wall to the city of David, on the west 
side of Gihon, in the valley, even to the entering in at the fish gate; and 
he compassed about Ophel, and raised it up a very great height: and he 
put valiant captains in all the fenced cities of Judah. And he took away 
the strange gods, and the idol out of the house of the Lord, and all the 
altars that he had built in the mount of the house of the Lord, and in 
Jerusalem, and cast them out of the city. And he built up the altar of 
the Lord, and offered thereon sacrifices of peace offerings and of thanks- 
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giving, and commanded Judah to serve the Lord, the God of Israel. 
Nevertheless the people sacrificed still in the high places, but only unto 
the Lord their God. So Manasseh died and they buried him in his own 
house: and Amon his son reigned in his stead. 


AMON 


(Amon failed to profit by his father’s experience, but turned again to idolatry. After 
only two years on the throne, he was assassinated by his own courtiers, who probably ex- 
pected to make one of their own number king. In this, however, they were disappointed, 
for the people insisted upon making the son of Amon, Josiah, a little boy only eight years old, 
the king.) 

Amon was twenty and two years old when he began to reign; and he 
reigned two years in Jerusalem. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord, as did Manasseh his father: and Amon sacrificed unto 
all the graven images which Manasseh his father had made, and served 
them. And he humbled not himself before the Lord, as Manasseh his 
father had humbled himself; but this same Amon trespassed more and 
more. And his servants conspired against him, and put him to death in 
his own house. But the people of the land slew all them that had con- 
spired against King Amon; and the people of the land made Josiah his son 
king in his stead, 


JOSIAH 
The Story of the Little Boy Who Became a Good King 


(The reign of Josiah was marked by one of the most sweeping and important reforms 
in the history of Judah. For the first ten years of his reign, until the king reached the age 
of eighteen, things went in much the old idolatrous way. Then the young king began to 
assert himself with spirit. First he ordered repairs made upon the temple, which had 
fallen into decay and ruin. While these repairs were going on, Hilkiah, the high priest 
made a great discovery. He found an old book of the law. He hastened to tell Shaphan 
the scribe, who in turn told the king. When the king read this book, and discovered how 
the nation had disobeyed the law he was in great distress. He called an assembly of all 
the people and the law was read to them. Then he ordered a great reform. The idols were 
all swept away, and the oid law was established everywhere. But after all, this good king 
met asad fate. A great army of the Egyptians advanced against the country. They were 
not intending to destroy Judah, but Josiah, fearing that the nation was in danger, went 
out to fight them. They met in the great battle of Megiddo. The army of Judah was 
destroyed, and Josiah, mortally wounded by the arrows of the Egyptian archers, was taken 
back to Jerusalem to die.) : 


Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign; and he reigned 
thirty and one years in Jerusalem. And he did that which was right in 
the eyes of the Lord, and walked in all the way of David his father, and 
turned not aside to the right hand or to the left. 

And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, that the king 
sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the 
house of the Lord, saying, “Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may 


THE STORY OF A DIVIDED KINGDOM 285 


make account of the money which is brought into the house of the Lord, 
which the keepers of the door have gathered of the people: and let them 
deliver it into the hand of the workmen that have the oversight of the 
house of the Lord: and let them give it to the workmen which are in the 
house of the Lord, to repair the breaches of the house; unto the carpenters, 
and to the builders, and to the masons; and for buying timber and hewn 
stone to repair the house.”’ Howbeit there was no reckoning made with 
them of the money that was delivered into their hand; for they dealt 
faithfully. 

And Hilkiah the priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, “I have found the 
book of the law in the house of the Lord.” 

And Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan, and he read it. And 
Shaphan the scribe came to the king, and brought the king word again, 
and said, “Thy servants have emptied out the money that was found in 
the house, and have delivered it into the hand of the workmen that have 
the oversight of the house of the Lord.” 

And Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, “‘ Hilkiah the priest hath 
given me a book.” 

And Shaphan read it before the king. And it came to pass, when the 
king had heard the words of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes. 
And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and the king’s officers, 
saying, “‘Go ye, inquire of the Lord for me, and for the people, and for all 
Judah, concerning the words of this book that is found: for great is the 
wrath of the Lord that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not 
hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that which 
is written concerning us.” 

So Hilkiah the priest, and the king’s officers, went to Huldah the proph- 
etess, who said, “Thus saith the Lord, ‘Behold, I will bring evil upon this 
place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the words of the book 
which the king of Judah hath read: because they have forsaken me, and 
have burned incense unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger 
with all the work of their hands; therefore my wrath shail be kindled 
against this place, and it shall not be quenched.’ But unto the king of 
Judah, who sent you to inquire of the Lord, thus shall ye say to him, 
‘Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel: As touching the words which 
thou hast heard, because thine heart was tender, and thou didst humble 
thyself before the Lord, when thou heardest what I spoke against this 
place, and against the inhabitants thereof, that they should become a 
desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me; 
I also have heard thee, saith the Lord. Therefore, behold, I will gather 
thee to thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, 
neither shall thine eyes see all the evil which I will bring upon this 
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place. 
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And they brought the king word again. And the king sent, and they 
gathered unto him all the elders of Judah and of Jerusalem. And the 
king went up to the house of the Lord, and all the men of Judah and all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and the prophets, 
and all the people, both small and great: and he read in their ears all the 
words of the book of the covenant which was found in the house of the 
Lord. And the king stood by the pillar, and made a covenant before the 
Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his commandments, and his 
testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, and all his soul, to con- 
firm the words of this covenant that were written in this book: and all the 
people consented to the covenant. And the king commanded Hilkiah 
the high priest, and the priests of the second order, and the keepers of the 
door, to bring forth out of the temple of the Lord all the vessels that were 
made for Baal, and for the Asherah, and for all the host of heaven: and he 
burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and carried the 
ashes of them unto Beth-el. 

And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had 
ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the 
places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, 
to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of 
heaven. And he brought out the Asherah from the house of the Lord, 
without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook 
Kidron, and beat it to dust, and cast the dust thereof upon the graves of 
the common people. And he brought all the priests out of the cities of 
Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests had burned incense, 
from Geba to Beer-sheba; and he broke down the high places of the gates 
that were at the entering in of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, 
which were on a man’s left hand at the gate of the city. Nevertheless the 
priests of the high places came not up to the altar of the Lord in Jerusalem, 
but they did eat bread among their brethren. And he defiled Topheth, 
which is in the valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man might make 
his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to Molech. And he took 
away the horses that the kings of Judah had given to the sun; and he 
burned the chariots of the sun with fire. And the altars that were on the 
roof of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, 
and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house 
of the Lord, did the king break down, and beat them down from thence, 
and cast the dust of them unto the brook Kidron. And the high places 
that were before Jerusalem, which were on the right hand of the mount of 
corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had builded for heathen gods, 
did the king defile. 

Moreover the altar that was at Beth-el, and the high place which 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had made, even that 


THE STORY OF A DIVIDED KINGDOM 287 


altar and the high place he broke down; and he burned the high place and 
beat it to dust, and burned the Asherah. 

And the king commanded all the people, saying, “Keep the passover 
unto the Lord your God, as it is written in this book of the covenant.” 
Surely there was not kept such a passover from the days of the judges that 
judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of 
Judah. 

But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah was this passover kept to the 
Lord in Jerusalem. And like unto him was there no king before him, that 
turned to the Lord with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his 
might, according to all the law of Moses; neither after him arose there 
any like him. Notwithstanding the Lord turned not from the fierceness 
of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled against Judah, because 
of all the provocations with which Manasseh had provoked him. And 
the Lord said, ‘‘I will remove Judah also out of my sight, as I have removed 
Israel, and I will cast off this city which I have chosen, even Jerusalem, 
and the house of which I said, ‘My name shall be there.’ ”’ 

After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Neco king of Egypt 
went up to fight against Carchemish by Euphrates: and Josiah went out 
against him. But he sent ambassadors to him, saying, ‘‘What have I to 
do with thee, thou king of Judah? I come not against thee this day, but 
against the house wherewith I have war; and God hath commanded me to 
make haste: forbear thee from meddling with God, who is with me, that 
he destroy thee not.” 

Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him, but disguised 
himself, that he might fight with him, and hearkened not unto the words 
of Neco, from the mouth of God, and came to fight in the valley of Me- 
giddo. And the archers shot at King Josiah; and the king said to his 
servants, “Take me away; for lam sore wounded.” So his servants took 
him out of the chariot, and put him in the second chariot that he had, and 
brought him to Jerusalem; and he died, and was buried in the sepulchers 
of his fathers. And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 

And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing men and singing 
women spoke of Josiah in their lamentations, unto this day; and they 
made them an ordinance in Israel: and, behold, they are written in the 


lamentations. 
JEHOAHAZ 


(Jehoahaz was the third son of Josiah, but was made king after the death of his father 
over the heads of his brothers. His reign lasted only three months. Neco the Egyptian, 
conqueror of Josiah at Megiddo, sent a detachment to Jerusalem which deposed the king 
and took him away captive to Egypt.) 

Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and made 
him king in his father’s stead in Jerusalem. Jehoahaz was twenty and 
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three years old when he began to reign; and he reigned three months in 
Jerusalem. And the king of Egypt deposed him at Jerusalem, and took 
tribute from the land, an hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold. 
And the king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king over Judah and 
Jerusalem, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. And Neco took Jehoa- 
haz his brother, and carried him to Egypt. 


JEKHOIAKIM 


(The Egyptians who deposed Jehoahaz put Eliakim, whose name they changed to Jehoia- 
kim, on the throne and he became during his reign of eleven years one of the worst and most 
idolatrous kings who ever sat upon the throne. He persecuted the prophets of his time, 
and especially Jeremiah. His hatred of this great prophet, and how he put him in the 
foulest dungeon of Jerusalem, is told elsewhere. 

Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to reign; and 
he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem: and his mother’s name was Zebidah 
the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. And he did that which was evil in 
the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done. In his 
days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became 
his servant three years: then he turned and rebelled against him. And 
the Lord sent against him bands of the Chaldeans, and bands of the 
Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the children of Ammon, 
and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the 
Lord, which he spoke by the hand of his servants the prophets. Surely 
at the commandment of the Lord came this upon Judah, to remove them 
out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he did; and 
also for the innocent blood that he shed; for he filled Jerusalem with 
innocent blood: and the Lord would not pardon. So Jehoiakim died. 


JEHOIACHIN 


(Jehoiachin had hardly begun his reign before the city of Jerusalem yielded to the 
assaults of the armies of Babylon, and the king, with the flower of the nation, men, women, 
and children, artisans and soldiers, were carried away into captivity. Tradition says that 
a later king of Babylon, Evil-Merodach, released Jehoiachin, then fifty-five years old, and 
treated him with distinguished respect.) 

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign; and he 
reigned in Jerusalem three months. And he did that which was evil in 
the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father had done. And the 
army of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up to Jerusalem, and the 
city was besieged. And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came unto the 
city, while his soldiers were besieging it; and Jehoiachin the king of Judah 
went out to the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his servants, 
and his princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon took him in the 


ROCK-HEWN TOMB USED AS A DWELLING PLACE 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


There are many of these tombs cut in the rock all over Palestine, and in some cases they 
are used as dwelling places. ‘Especially the bluff face of Gehenna opposite Jerusalem is 
seamed and pitted with tombs, which have been immemorially the dwelling place of lepers. 
There they set up their government and established their society; there they founded a city 
and dealt by themselves, avoided as the accursed of God.” 
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eighth year of his reign. And he carried out thence all the treasures of 
the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king’s house, and cut in 
pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the 
temple of the Lord, as the Lord had said. And he carried away all 
Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men of valor, even ten 
thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths; none remained, 
save the poorest sort of the people of the land. And he carried away 
Jehoiachin to Babylon; and the king’s mother, and the king’s wives, and 
his officers, and the chief men of the land, carried he into captivity from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. And all the men of might, even seven thousand, 
and the craftsmen and the smiths a thousand, all of them strong and apt 
for war, even them the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon. 
And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father’s brother king in his 
stead, and changed his name to Zedekiah. 


ZEDEKIAH 


(Over the remnant of Judah Nebuchadnezzar placed a vassal king who swore the strong- 
est oaths of allegiance to his superior. After reigning some years, however, he rebelled. 
Then followed one of the most desperate sieges of history. Jerusalem was ringed about 
by forts, assailed by all the enginery of the times. Famine and pestilence walked in her 
streets, and at last the city yielded. Zedekiah and his family escaped in the confusion, but 
were quickly captured and brought before Nebuchadnezzar. The cruel conqueror killed 
the children of the captive king before his sight, and then put out his eyes.) 

Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he began to reign; and he 
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And he did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. For through 
the anger of the Lord did it come to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until he 
had cast them out from his presence: and Zedekiah rebelled against the 
king of Babylon. 

And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, 
in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem, and encamped against it; 
and they built forts against it round about. So the city was besieged unto 
the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. On the ninth day of the fourth 
month the famine was sore in the city, so that there was no bread for the 
people of the land. Then a breach was made in the city, and all the men 
of war fled by night by the way of the gate between the two walls, which 
was by the king’s garden: and the king escaped from the city. 

But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king, and overtook him 
in the plains of Jericho: and all his army was scattered from him. Then 
they took the king, and carried him up unto the king of Babylon to 
Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him. And they slew the sons of 
Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound 


him in fetters, and carried him to Babylon. 
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Now in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which was the 
nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came Nebuzar- 
adan the captain of the guard, an officer of the king of Babylon, unto 
Jerusalem: and he burnt the house of the Lord, and the king’s house; and 
all the houses of Jerusalem, even every great house, burnt he with fire. 
And all the army of the Chaldeans, that were with the captain of the 
guard, broke down the walls of Jerusalem round about. And the residue 
of the people that were left in the city, and those that fled to the king of 
Babylon, and the residue of the multitude, did Nebuzaradan the captain 
of the guard carry away captive. But the captain of the guard left of the 
poorest of the land to be vinedressers and husbandmen. And the pillars 
of brass that were in the house of the Lord, and the bases and the brazen 
sea that were in the house of the Lord, did the Chaldeans break in pieces, 
and carried the brass of them to Babylon. And the pots, and the shovels, 
and the snuffers, and the spoons, and all the vessels of brass wherewith 
they ministered, took they away. And the firepans, and the basins; that 
which was of gold, and that which was of silver, the captain of the guard 
took away. The two pillars, the one sea, and the bases, which Solomon 
had made for the house of the Lord; the brass of all these vessels was of 
great weight. So Judah was carried away captive. 


ate 
Che Kingdom of the Nurth 
JEROBOAM 


(The story of the revolt of the northern part of the kingdom from the south has been told 
in the story of Rehoboam. Jeroboam, who became the king of the northern territory, was 
little improvement over Rehoboam, his rival in the south. He was not of royal birth, but, 
as a bright young man in Solomon’s court, came under the great king’s notice. He plotted, 
however, against his master, and, his treachery being discovered, fled to Egypt. As soon 
as Solomon died, Jeroboam returned from Egypt, and became the leader of the successful 
revolt against the tyranny of the young king of the south.) 


The New Kingdom 


Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and 
dwelt therein; and he went out from thence, and built Penuel. And 
Jeroboam said in his heart, ‘‘Now the kingdom will return to the house 
of David: if this people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the Lord at 
Jerusalem, then will the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, 
even unto Rehoboam king of Judah; and they will kill me, and return to 
Rehoboam king of Judah.” Whereupon the king took counsel, and 
made two calves of gold; and he said unto them, “It is too much for you 
to go up to Jerusalem; behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up 
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out of the land of Egypt.’’ And he set the one in Beth-el, and the other 
put he in Dan. And this thing became a sin: for the people went to 
worship before the one, even unto Dan. And he made houses of high 
places, and made priests from among all the people, which were not of the 
sons of Levi. And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the 
fifteenth day of the month, like unto the feast that is in J udah, and he went 
up unto the altar; so did he in Beth-el, sacrificing unto the calves that he 
made: and he placed in Beth-el the priests of the high places which he had 
made. And he went up unto the altar which he had made in Beth-el on 
the fifteenth day in the eighth month, even in the month which he had 
devised of his own heart: and he ordained a feast for the children of Israel, 
and went up unto the altar, to burn incense. 


How the King’s Son Died 


Now Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick. And Jeroboam said to his 
wife, ‘Arise, I pray thee, and disguise thyself, that thou be not known to 
be the wife of Jeroboam: and get thee to Shiloh; behold, there is Ahijah 
the prophet, who spoke concerning me that I should be king over this 
people. And take with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, and a cruse of 
honey, and go to him: he shall tell thee what shall become of the child.”’ 

And Jeroboam’s wife did so, and arose, and went to Shiloh, and came to 
the house of Ahijah. Now Ahijah could not see; for his eyes were blind 
by reason of his age. 

And the Lord said unto Ahijah, ‘‘ Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh 
to inquire of thee concerning her son; for he is sick: thus and thus shalt 
thou say unto her: for it shall be, when she cometh in, that she shall feign 
herself to be another woman.” 

And it was so, when Ahijah heard the sound of her feet, as she came in at 
the door, that he said, ‘‘Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam; why feignest 
thou thyself to be another? for I am sent to thee with heavy tidings. Go, 
tell Jeroboam, ‘Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel: Forasmuch as I 
exalted thee from among the people, and made thee prince over my people 
Israel, and rent the kingdom away from the house of David, and gave it 
thee: and yet thou hast not been as my servant David, who kept my 
commandments, and who followed me with all his heart, to do that only 
which was right in mine eyes; but hast done evil above all that were before 
thee, and hast gone and made thee other gods, and molten images, to 
provoke me to anger, and hast cast me behind thy back: therefore, behold, 
I will bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jero- 
boam every male child, and will utterly sweep away the house of Jeroboam, 
as a man sweepeth away dung, till it be all gone. Him that dieth of 
Jeroboam in the city shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth in the fields 
shall the fowls of the air eat: for the Lord hath spoken it.’ 
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“ Arise thou therefore, get thee to thine house: and when thy feet enter 
into the city, the child shall die. And all Israel shall mourn for him, and 
bury him; for he only of Jeroboam shall come to the grave: because in 
him there is found some good thing toward the Lord, the God of Israel, in 
the house of Jeroboam. Moreover the Lord shall raise him up a king over 
Israel, who shall cut off the house of Jeroboam that day. For the Lord 
shall smite Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water; and he shall root up 
Israel out of this good land, which he gave to their fathers, and shall 
scatter them beyond the River; because they have made their Asherim, 
provoking the Lord to anger. And he shall give Israel up because of the 
sins of Jeroboam, which he hath sinned, and wherewith he hath made 
Israel to sin.” 

And Jeroboam’s wife arose, and departed, and came to Tirzah: and as 
she came to the threshold of the house, the child died. 

And all Israel buried him, and mourned for him: according to the word 
of the Lord, which he spoke by the hand of his servant Ahijah the prophet. 
And the days which Jeroboam reigned were two and twenty years: and 
he died, and Nadab his son reigned in his stead. 


NADAB 


(The dynasty of the house of Jeroboam was very brief after the death of its founder. 
Nadab his son reigned only two years, when he was murdered by a common soldier, probably 
while he was laying siege to one of the towns of the Philistines.) 

And Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to reign over Israel in the second 
year of Asa king of Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years. And he 
did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way 
of his father, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin. And Baasha 
the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired against him; and 
Baasha smote him at Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines; for 
Nadab and all Israel were laying siege to Gibbethon. Even in the third 
year of Asa king of Judah did Baasha slay him, and reigned in his stead. 


BAASHA 


(Baasha, who assassinated Nadab and usurped the throne, seems not to have been of 
royal blood. He was probably an adventurous soldier who saw his opportunity and won 
his way to the crown by sheer force of audacity and daring. He began his reign by killing 
all the possible aspirants to the throne in the persons of the family of Jeroboam. His reign 
was marked by a succession of wars with Judah.) 


And it came to pass that, as soon as Baasha was king, he smote all the 


house of Jeroboam; he left not to Jeroboam any that breathed, until he 
had destroyed him; according unto the saying of the Lord, which he spoke 
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by the hand of his servant Ahijah the Shilonite: for the sins of Jeroboam 
which he sinned, and wherewith he made Israel to sin; because of his 
provocation wherewith he provoked the Lord, the God of Israel, to anger. 
And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days. 

In the third year of Asa king of Judah began Baasha the son of Ahijah 
to reign over all Israel in Tirzah, and reigned twenty and four years. And 
he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way 
of Jeroboam, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin. And the 
word of the Lord came to Jehu against Baasha, saying, “Forasmuch as I 
exalted thee out of the dust, and made thee prince over my people Israel; 
and thou hast walked in the way of Jeroboam, and hast made my people 
Israel to sin, to provoke me to anger with their sins; behold, I will utterly 
sweep away Baasha and his house; and I will make thy house like the 
house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. Him that dieth of Baasha in the 
city shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth of his in the field shall the fowls 
of the air eat.” 

And Baasha died, and was buried in Tirzah; and Elah his son reigned 
in his stead. And moreover by the hand of the prophet Jehu the son of 
Hanani came the word of the Lord against Baasha, and against his house, 
both because of all the evil that he did in the sight of the Lord, to provoke 
him to anger with the work of his hands, in being like the house of Jero- 
boam, and because he smote him, 


ELAH 


(The son of Baasha, the adventurer, seems to have been as weak and incompetent as his 
father was ready and daring. While his army was off to the wars, he stayed at home and 
indulged his appetites. He was “drinking himself drunk” in the house of his steward Arza, 
when Zimri, captain of his chariots, came in and murdered him in cold blood as he lay like 
a beast in the slumber of drunkenness.) 

In the twenty and sixth year of Asa king of Judah began Elah the son of 
Baasha to reign over Israel in Tirzah, and reigned two years. And his 
servant Zimri, captain of half his chariots, conspired against him: now he 
was in Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in the house of Arza, which was over 
the household in Tirzah: and Zimri went in and smote him, and killed 
him, and reigned in his stead. And it came to pass, when he began to 
reign, as soon as he sat on his throne, that he smote all the house of Baasha: 
he left him not a single man child, neither of his kinsfolks, nor of his friends. 
Thus did Zimri destroy all the house of Baasha, according to the word of 
the Lord, which he spoke against Baasha by Jehu the prophet, for all the 
sins of Baasha, and the sins of Elah his son, which they sinned, and where- 
with they made Israel to sin, to provoke the Lord, the God of Israel, to 
anger with their vanities. 
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ZIMRI 


(There was wild work in Tirzah for a few days after Zimri killed the king. He followed 
up his advantage by assassinating all the children of Elah, so the house of Baasha, like the 
house of Jeroboam, was speedily exterminated. But Zimri’s triumph was very. short-lived. 
For just one week he wore the purple. Then the army returned and fell upon him. He 
went into the palace to defend himself, but finding his cause hopeless, he burned the palace 
over his own head, and perished in the flames. His name became a synonym for treachery 
in Israel, so that later, when Jezebel looked from her lattice and saw her foe Jehu below, she 
called out to him with the taunt, “Is it peace, thou ‘Zimri,’ thou master’s murderer?”’) 


In the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah did Zimri reign 
seven days in Tirzah. Now the people were encamped against Gibbethon, 
which belonged to the Philistines. And the people that were encamped 
heard that Zimri had conspired, and had also murdered the king: where- 
fore all Israel made Omri, the captain of the host, king over Israel that day 
in the camp. And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Israel with him, 
and they besieged Tirzah. And it came to pass, when Zimri saw that 
the city was taken, that he went into the castle of the king’s house, and 
burnt the king’s house over him with fire, and died, for his sins which he 
sinned in doing that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, in walking 
in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin which he did, to make Israel to sin. 


OMRI 


(In the confusion which followed the death of Zimri, there were two rival claimants to 
the throne, Omri and Tibni. Omri quickly prevailed, however, and at once began to show 
his great genius as a ruler. He established a dynasty so powerful that it lasted for four 
reigns. He built the city of Samaria, and waged many successful wars against neighboring 
peoples.) 

Then were the people of Israel divided into two parts: half of the people 
followed Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king; and half followed 
Omri. But the people that followed Omri prevailed against the people 
that followed Tibni the son of Ginath: so Tibni died, and Omri reigned. 
In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah began Omri to reign over 
Israel, and reigned twelve years: six years reigned he in Tirzah. And 
he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two talents of silver; and he 
built on the hill, and called the name of the city which he built, after the 
name of Shemer, the owner of the hill, Samaria. And Omri did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, and dealt wickedly above all that were 
before him. For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
and in his sins wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke the Lord, the 
God of Israel, to anger with their vanities. So Omri slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in Samaria: and Ahab his son reigned in his stead. 


THE MOABITE STONE 


Used by special permission of the Palestine Exploration Fund 


A monument of a Moabite king, Mesha, in which he describes wars with Omri, king of 
Israel. This famous stone was discovered in 1868. The translation of the inscription is as 
follows :— 


“JT, Mesha, am the son of Chemosh-Gad, king of Moab, the Dibonite. My father reigned over Moab 
thirty years, and I reigned after my father. And I erected this stone to Chemosh at Kirkha, a (stone of) sal- 
vation, for he saved me from all despoilers, and made me see my desire upon all my enemies, even upon Omri, 
king of Israel. Now they afflicted Moab many days, for Chemosh was angry with his land. His son succeeded 
him; and he also said, I will afflict Moab. In my days (Chemosh) said, (Let us go) and I will see my desire on 
him and his house, and I will destroy Israel with an everlasting destruction. Now Omri took the land of 
Medeba, and (the enemy) occupied it in (his days and in) the days of his son, forty years. And Chemosh (had 
mercy) on it in my days; and I fortified Baal-Meon, and made therein the tank, and I fortified Kiriathaim. 
For the men of Gad dwelt in the land of (Atar)oth from of old, and the king (of) Israel fortified for himself 
Ataroth, and J assaulted the wall and captured it, and killed all the warriors of the wall for the well-pleasing 
of Chemosh and Moab; and I removed from it all the spoil, and I (offered) it before Chemosh in Kirjath; and 
I placed therein the men of Siran and the men of Mochrath. And Chemosh said to me, Go take Nebo against 
Israel. (And I) went in the night, and I fought against it from the break of dawn till noon, and I took it and 
slew in all seven thousand (men, but I did not kill) the women (and) maidens, for (I) devoted them to Ashtar- 
Chemosh; and I took from it the vessels of Yahveh, and offered them before Chemosh. And the king of Israel 
fortified Jahaz and occupied it, when he made war against me; and Chemosh drove him out before (me, and) I 
took from Moab two hundred men, all its poor, and placed them in Jahaz, and took it to annex it to Dibon. I 
built Kirkha, the wall of the forest, and the wall of the city, and I built the gates thereof, and I built the towers 
thereof, and I built the palace, and I made the prisons for the criminals within the walls. And there was no 
cistern in the wall at Kirkha, and I said to all the people, Make for yourselves, every man, a cistern in his house. 
And I dug the ditch for Kirkha by means of the (captive) men of Israel. I built Aroer, and I made the road 
acrossthe Arnon. I built Beth-Bamoth, for it was destroyed; I built Bezer, for it was cut (down) by the armed 
men of Dibon, for all Dibon was now loyal; and I reigned from Bikran, which I added to my land, and I built 
(Beth-Gamul) and Beth-Diblathaim and Beth-Baal-Meon, and I placed there the poor (people) of theland. And 
as to Horonaim, (the men of Edom) dwelt therein (from of old). And Chemosh said to me, Go down, make war 
against Horonaim and take (it. And I assaulted it, and I took it, and) Chemosh (restored it) in my days. 
Wherefore I made...... Year sss. x OWN yg 
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AHAB 
How a Wicked King Met His Death 


(One of the wickedest kings who ever sat upon a throne was Ahab. This story tells how, 
while fighting in company with Jehoshaphat, he met his death in battle, and how the terrible 
prophecy of Elijah was fulfilled. With his customary trickiness, he tried to escape notice 
in the battle, by making his ally, the king of Judah, conspicuous. An archer, however, 
drawing his bow at a venture, struck the king between the joints of his armor, and inflicted 
a mortal wound.)* 

And they continued three years without war between Syria and Israel. 
And it came to pass in the third year, that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 
came down to the king of Israel. And the king of Israel said unto his 
servants, “Know ye that Ramoth-gilead is ours, and we are still, and take 
it not out of the hand of the king of Syria?” 

And he said unto Jehoshaphat, ‘‘ Wilt thou go with me to battle to 
Ramoth-gilead?”’ 

And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, ‘‘I am as thou art, my people 
as thy people, my horses as thy horses.”’ 

And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, “Inquire first, I pray 
thee, for the word of the Lord.” 

Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about four 
hundred men, and said unto them, “Shall I go against Ramoth-gilead to 
battle, or shall J forbear?” 

And they said, “Go up; for the Lord will deliver it into the hand of the 
king.” 

But Jehoshaphat said, ‘‘Is there not here a prophet of the Lord besides, 
that we may inquire of him?” 

And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, “There is yet one man 
by whom we may inquire of the Lord, Micaiah the son of Imlah: but I 
hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil.” 

And Jehoshaphat said, “‘Let not the king say so.” 

Then the king of Israel called an officer, and said, ‘Fetch quickly 
Micaiah the son of Imlah.” 

Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat each on 
his throne, arrayed in their robes, in an open place at the entrance of the 
gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them. 

And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made him horns of iron, and said, 
“Thus saith the Lord, ‘With these shalt thou push the Syrians, until they 
be consumed.’ ”’ 

And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, “Go up to Ramoth-gilead, 
and prosper: for the Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king.” 

And the messenger that went to call Micaiah spoke unto him, saying, 
“Behold now, the words of the prophets declare good unto the king with 


*The story of the houses of Ahab and Jehu are told more fully in ‘‘ Tales of Elijah and Elisha.” 
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one mouth: let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of them, and 
speak thou good.” 

And Micaiah said, ‘‘As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, 
that will I speak.” 

And when he was come to the king, the king said unto him, “ Micaiah, 
shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we forbear?” And he 
answered him, ‘Go up, and prosper; and the Lord shall deliver it into the 
hand of the king.” 

And the king said unto him, “‘How many times shall I adjure thee that 
thou speak unto me nothing but the truth in the name of the Lord?” 

And he said, ‘“‘I saw all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as sheep 
that have no shepherd: and the Lord said, ‘These have no master; let 
them return every man to his house in peace.’ ”’ 

And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “‘ Did I not tell thee that he 
would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil?” 

And he said, ‘‘Therefore hear thou the word of the Lord: I saw the 
Lord sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him on 
his right hand and on his left. And the Lord said, ‘Who shall entice 
Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said on 
this manner; and another on that manner. And there came forth a spirit, 
and stood before the Lord, and said, ‘I will entice him.’ 

“And the Lord said unto him, ‘Wherewith?’ 

‘And he said, ‘I will go forth, and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of 
all his prophets.’ 

‘“‘And he said, ‘Thou shalt entice him, and shalt prevail also: go forth, 
and do so.’ 

“Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the mouth 
of all these thy prophets; and the Lord hath spoken evil concerning thee.”’ 

Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near, and smote Micaiah on 
the cheek, and said, “‘ Which way went the spirit of the Lord from me to 
speak unto thee?” 

And Micaiah said, “Behold, thou shalt see on that day, when thou shalt 
go into an inner chamber to hide thyself.” 

And the king of Israel said, “‘Take Micaiah, and carry him back unto 
Amon the governor of the city, and to Joash the king’s son; and say, 
‘Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him with 
bread of affliction and with water of affliction, until I come in peace.’ ” 

And Micaiah said, “If thou return at all in peace, the Lord hath not 
spoken by me.” And he said, “‘ Hear, ye peoples, all of you.” 

So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to 
Ramoth-gilead. And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, “TI will 
disguise myself, and go into the battle; but put thou on thy robes.” 

And the king of Israel disguised himself, and went into the battle. 
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Now the king of Syria had commanded the thirty and two captains of his 
chariots, saying, “Fight neither with small nor great, save only with the 
king of Israel.” 

And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, 
that they said, ‘‘Surely it is the king of Israel’; and they turned aside 
to fight against him: and Jehoshaphat cried out. 

And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots saw that it was 
not the king of Israel, that they turned back from pursuing him. And a 
certain archer drew his bow at a venture, and smote the king of Israel 
between the joints of the harness: wherefore he said unto the driver of 
his chariot, ‘Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the host; for I am sore 
wounded.” 

And the battle increased that day: and the king was stayed up in his 
chariot against the Syrians, and died at even: and the blood ran out of 
the wound into the bottom of the chariot. And there went a cry through- 
out the host about the going down of the sun, saying, “Every man to his 
city, and every man to his country.” 

So the king died, and was brought to Samaria; and they buried the king 
in Samaria. And they washed the chariot by the pool of Samaria; and 
the dogs licked up his blood; according to the word of the Lord which he 
spoke. 


AHAZIAH 
The Brief Reign of an Evil King 


Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria in the 
seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he reigned two years 
over Israel. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
walked in the way of his father, and in the way of his mother, and in the 
way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherein he made Israel to sin. And he 
served Baal, and worshiped him, and provoked to anger the Lord, the God 
of Israel, according to all that his father had done. 

And Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab. And 
Ahaziah fell down through the lattice in his upper chamber that was in 
Samaria, and was sick: and he sent messengers, and said unto them, “Go, 
inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron whether I shall recover of this 
sickness.” 

But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise, go up to 
meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto them, ‘Is it 
because there is no God in Israel, that ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub the 
god of Ekron? Now therefore thus saith the Lord, Thou shalt not come 
down from the bed whither thou art gone up, but shalt surely die.’ ” 
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And Elijah departed. And the messengers returned unto him, and he 
said unto them, “ Why is it that ye are returned?” 

And they said unto him, “There came up a man to meet us, and said 
unto us, ‘Go, turn again unto the king that sent you, and say unto him, 
Thus saith the Lord, Is it because there is no God in Israel, that thou 
sendest to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? therefore thou shalt 
not come down from the bed whither thou art gone up, but shalt surely 
die.’ ” 

And he said unto them, ‘‘ What manner of man was he which came up 
to meet you, and told you these words?” 

And they answered him, “He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle 
of leather about his loins.” 

And he said, ‘It is Elijah the Tishbite.”’ 

Then the king sent unto him a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he 
went up to him: and, behold, he sat on the top of the hill. And he spoke 
unto him, ““O man of God, the king hath said, ‘Come down.’ ”’ 

And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, “If I be a man of 
God, let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty.” 

And there came down fire from heaven, and consumed him and his 
fifty. 

And again he sent unto him another captain of fifty with his fifty. And 
he answered and said unto him, ““O man of God, thus hath the king said, 
‘Come down quickly.’ ” 

And Elijah answered and said unto them, ‘‘If I be a man of God, let fire 
come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty.” 

And the fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed him and his 
fifty. 

And again he sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. And the 
third captain of fifty went up and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, 
and besought him, and said unto him, ‘‘O man of God, I pray thee, let my 
life, and the life of these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight. 
Behold, there.came fire down from heaven, and consumed the two former 
captains of fifty with their fifties; but now let my life be precious in thy 
sight.” 

And the angel of Jehovah said unto Elijah, ‘‘Go down with him: be not 
afraid cf him.” 

And he arose, and went down with him unto the king. And he said 
unto him, “Thus saith the Lord, ‘Forasmuch as thou hast sent messengers 
to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, is it because there is no God in 
Israel to inquire of his word? therefore thou shalt not come down from 
the bed whither thou art gone up, but shalt surely die.’ ” 

So he died according to the word of Jehovah which Elijah had spoken. 
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JORAM 


(Joram, or Jehoram as it is sometimes written, was another evil king of the race of Ahab. 
Frightened by the fate of his brother he began his reign by an attack upon idolatry. But 
the old wicked blood flamed out, and his reign was marked by many excesses and much 
wrong-doing. ‘The account of other events of this reign not given here, and how the king, 
already sick from arrow wounds received in battle, was killed by an arrow from the strong 
bow of Jehu, will be found in the “Tales of Elijah and Elisha” in this volume. Joram was 
a fighting king, but he was not always successful. The battle in which he received his 
wounds previous to his death was an attempt to take Ramoth-gilead in company with 
Ahaziah of Judah, but the Syrian archers wounded him so severely that he was forced to 
retire. The story given below is of an attack made upon Mesha, “sheep-master” king of 
Moab, who, it seems, refused two years previously the tribute of wool which he had paid to 
Israel. Joram ealled the kings of Judah and Edom together, and the three made an ex- 
pedition to punish the Moabites. The armies would have perished miserably had it not 
been for a miracle performed by Elisha. The expedition, while momentarily successful, 
ended in the retreat of the allies without having fully accomplished their purpose.) 

Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria in 
the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned twelve 
years. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, but not 
like his father, and like his mother; for he put away the pillar of Baal 
that his father had made. Nevertheless he cleaved unto the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel to sin; he departed 
not therefrom. 

Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep-master; and he rendered unto 
the king of Israel the wool of a hundred thousand lambs, and of a hundred 
thousand rams. But it came to pass, when Ahab was dead, that the king 
of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. And King Jehoram went out 
of Samaria at that time, and mustered all Israel. And he went and sent 
to Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, saying, “The king of Moab hath 
rebelled against me: wilt thou go with me against Moab to battle?” 

And he said, “‘I will go up: I am as thou art, my people as thy people, 
my horses as thy horses.” 

And he said, ‘‘ Which way shall we go up?” 

And he answered, ‘‘The way of the wilderness of Edom.” 

So the king of Israel went, and the king of Judah, and the king of Edom: 
and they made a circuit of seven days’ journey: and there was no water 
for the host, nor for the beasts that followed them. 

And the king of Israel said, ‘‘ Alas! for the Lord hath called these three 
kings together to deliver them into the hand of Moab.” 

But Jehoshaphat said, ‘‘Is there not here a prophet of the Lord, that 
we may inquire of the Lord by him?” 

And one of the king of Israel’s servants answered and said, “Elisha the 
son of Shaphat is here, who poured water on the hands of Elijah.”’ 

And Jehoshaphat said, ‘‘The word of the Lord is with him.” 

So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down 


to him. 
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And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, “What have I to do with 
thee? get thee to the prophets of thy father, and to the prophets of thy 
mother.”’ 

And the king of Israel said unto him, “Nay: for the Lord hath called 
these three kings together to deliver them into the hand of Moab.” 

And Elisha said, ‘As the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, 
surely, were it not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king of 
Judah, I would not look toward thee, nor see thee. But now bring me a 
minstrel.’’ And it came to pass, when the minstrel played, that the hand 
of the Lord came upon him. 

And he said, “Thus saith the Lord, ‘Make this valley full of trenches.’ 
For thus saith the Lord, ‘Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain, 
yet that valley shall be filled with water: and ye shall drink, both ye and 
your cattle and your beasts.’ 

“And this is but a light thing in the sight of the Lord: he will also 
deliver the Moabites into your hand. And ye shall smite every fenced 
city, and every choice city, and shall fell every good tree, and stop all 
fountains of water, and mar every good piece of land with stones.” 

And it came to pass in the morning, about the time of offering the 
oblation, that, behold, there came water by the way of Edom, and the 
country was filled with water. 

Now when all the Moabites heard that the kings were come up to fight 
against them, they gathered themselves together, all that were able to 
put on armor, and upward, and stood on the border. And they rose up 
early in the morning, and the sun shone upon the water, and the Moabites 
saw the water over against them as red as blood: and they said, “‘ This is 
blood; the kings are surely destroyed, and they have smitten each man 
his fellow: now therefore, Moab, to the spoil.” 

And when they came to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose up and 
smote the Moabites, so that they fled before them: and they went forward 
into the land smiting the Moabites. And they beat down the cities; and 
on every good piece of land they cast every man his stone, and filled it; 
and they stopped all the fountains of water, and felled all the good trees: 
until in Kir-hareseth only they left the stones thereof; howbeit the 
slingers went about it, and smote it. 

And when the king of Moab saw that the battle was too sore for him, 
he took with him seven hundred men that drew sword, to break through 
unto the king of Edom: but they could not. Then he took his eldest son 
that should have reigned in his stead, and offered him for a burnt offering 
upon the wall. And there was great wrath against Israel: and they 
departed from him, and returned to their own land. 
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JEHU* 


How Jehu Destroyed the Children of Ahab and the Children of 
Ahaziah, and the Priests of Baal 


Now Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. And Jehu wrote letters, and 
sent to Samaria, unto the rulers of Jezreel, even the elders, and unto them 
that brought up the sons of Ahab, saying, “And now as soon as this letter 
cometh to you, seeing your master’s sons are with you, and there are with 
you chariots and horses, a fenced city also, and armor; look ye out the 
best and meetest of your master’s sons, and set him on his father’s throne, 
and fight for your master’s house.” 

But they were exceedingly afraid, and said, “Behold, the two kings 
stood not before him: how then shall we stand?” 

And he that was over the household, and he that was over the city, the 
elders also, and they that brought up the children, sent to Jehu, saying, 
“We are thy servants, and will do all that thou shalt bid us; we will not 
make any man king: do thou that which is good in thine eyes.” 

Then he wrote a letter the second time to them, saying, ‘‘If ye be on my 
side, and if ye will hearken unto my voice, take ye the heads of the men 
your master’s sons, and come to me to Jezreel by to-morrow this time.” 

Now the king’s sons, being seventy persons, were with the great men of 
the city, which brought them up. And it came to pass, when the letter 
came to them, that they took the king’s sons, and slew them, even seventy 
persons, and put their heads in baskets, and sent them unto him to 
Jezreel. 

And there came a messenger, and told him, saying, ‘They have brought 
the heads of the king’s sons.” 

And he said, ‘‘ Lay ye them in two heaps at the entering in of the gate 
until the morning.’”’ And it came to pass in the morning, that he went 
out, and stood, and said to all the people, “Ye be righteous: behold, 
I conspired against my master, and slew him: but who smote all these? 
Know now that there shall fall unto the earth nothing of the word of the 
Lord, which the Lord spoke concerning the house of Ahab: for the Lord 
hath done that which he spoke by his servant Elijah.” 

So Jehu smote all that remained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, and all 
his great men, and his familiar friends, and his priests, until he left him 
none remaining. And he arose and departed, and went to Samaria. 

And as he was at the shearing house of the shepherds in the way, Jehu 
met with the brethren of Ahaziah king of Judah, and said, “Who are ye?”’ 
And they answered, ‘“‘ We are the brethren of Ahaziah: and we go down 
to salute the children of the king and the children of the queen.” 


ox How Reni a captain in the army, came to the throne of Israel, is told in the ‘‘Tales of Elijah and 
Elisha.” 
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And he said, ‘Take them alive.” 

And they took them alive, and slew them at the pit of the shearing 
house, even two and forty men; neither left he any of them. 

And when he was departed thence, he came upon Jehonadab the son of 
Rechab coming to meet him: and he saluted him, and said to him, “Is 
thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart?” 

And Jehonadab answered, “It is.’ 

“Tf it be, give me thine hand.” And he gave him his hand; and he 
took him up to him into the chariot. 

And he said, ““Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lord.” 

So they made him ride in his chariot. And when he came to Samaria, 
he smote all that remained unto Ahab in Samaria, till he had destroyed 
him, according to the word of the Lord, which he spoke to Elijah. 

And Jehu gathered all the people together, and said unto them, “ Ahab 
served Baal a little; but Jehu shall serve him much. Now therefore call 
unto me all the prophets of Baal, all his worshipers, and all his priests; let 
none be wanting: for I have a great sacrifice to do to Baal; whosoever 
shall be wanting, he shall not live.’ But Jehu did it in subtlety, to the 
intent that he might destroy the worshipers of Baal. 

And Jehu said, “‘Sanctify a solemn assembly for Baal.’”’ And they 
proclaimed it. 

And Jehu sent through all Israel: and all the worshipers of Baal came, 
so that there was not a man left that came not. And they came into the 
house of Baal; and the house of Baal was filled from one end to another. 

And it came to pass, as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt 
offering, that Jehu said to the guard and to the captains, “Go in, and slay 
them; let none come forth.’’ And they smote them with the edge of the 
sword; and the guard and the captains cast them out, and went to the 
city of the house of Baal. And they brought forth the pillars that were 
in the house of Baal, and burned them. And they broke down the pillar 
of Baal, and broke down the house of Baal, and defiled it, unto this day. 
Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel. 

Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he 
made Israel to sin, Jehu departed not from after them, to wit, the golden 
calves that were in Beth-el, and that were in Dan. 

And the Lord said unto Jehu, “ Because thou hast done well in executing 
that which is right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of Ahab 
according to all that was in mine heart, thy sons of the fourth generation 
shall sit on the throne of Israel.” 

But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the Lord, the God of Israel, 
with all his heart: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, wherew'th 
he made Israel to sin. 

In those days the Lord began to cut Israel short: and Hazael smote 


BETH-LEHEM AND FRANK MOUNTAIN 


From a picture owned by the Palestine Exploration Fund and used by special permission 


““Beth-lehem Ephrathah was no shrine, but, as its double name implies, it lies in the 
midst of a district of great fertility with water not faraway. ‘House of Bread’ is a natural 
name for so fertile a site. The position is one of considerable strength, and not far from 
that citadel which Herod the Great made famous under hisownname. Beth-lehem, indeed, 
though too little to be placed among the families of Judah, is the finest site in the whole 
province.” In the picture Frank Mountain, crowned by the castle of Herod, is on the 
extreme left. Beth-lehem, its houses faintly showing, is a little to the right of the center. 
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them in all the coasts of Israel; from Jordan eastward, all the land of 
Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reubenites, and the Manassites, from Aroer, 
which is by the valley of Arnon, even Gilead and Bashan. And Jehu died: 
and they buried him in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son reigned in his 
stead. And the time that Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria was 
twenty and eight years. 


JEHOAHAZ 


(The kingdom of Israel was nearly blotted out by the raids of the Syrians during the 
weak reign of Jehoahaz.) 

In the three and twentieth year of Joash the son of Ahaziah, king of 
Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu began to reign over Israel in Samaria, 
and reigned seventeen years. And he did that which was evil in the sight 
of the Lord, and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith 
he made Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom. And the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against Israel, and he delivered them into the hand of 
Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael, 
continually. 

And Jehoahaz besought the Lord, and the Lord hearkened unto him: 
for he saw the oppression of Israel, how that the king of Syria oppressed 
them. And the Lord gave Israel a saviour, so that they went out from 
under the hand of the Syrians: and the children of Israel dwelt in their 
tents, as beforetime. Nevertheless they departed not from the sins of 
the house of Jeroboam, wherewith he made Israel to sin, but walked 
therein: and there remained the Asherah also in Samaria. 

And there were left to Jehoahaz of the people only fifty horsemen, and 
ten chariots, and ten thousand footmen; for the king of Syria destroyed 
them, and made them like the dust in threshing. And Jehoahaz died; 
and they buried him in Samaria: and Joash his son reigned in his stead. 


JOASH 


(The oppression of the Syrians continued into the reign of Joash, but in the later days 
of the reign, Joash gained the ascendency over his foes in three great battles, according to 
the prophecy of Elisha when he was about to die, as is told in the “Tales of Elijah and 
Elisha” in another chapter of this volume.) 

And Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz. 
But the Lord was gracious unto them, and had compassion on them, and 
had respect unto them, because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and would not destroy them, neither cast he them from his presence 
as yet. And Hazael king of Syria died; and Ben-hadad his son reigned 
in his stead. And Joash the son of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand 
of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael the cities which he had taken out of the 
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hand of Jehoahaz his father by war. Three times did Joash smite him, 
and recovered the cities of Israel. 


JEROBOAM II 


(Jeroboam IT. was an evil king, but as a soldier he was one of the greatest in the history 
of Israel. He extended the territory of the people in every direction. The country was 
prosperous in a commercial sense as it never had been before. The rich people lived in the 
most luxurious houses and spent their time in idleness and dissipation. But there was 
another side to the picture. The poor were terribly oppressed, and there was no such 
thing as justice. The people worshiped idols and indulged in all kinds of evil practices. 
We know most about the reign through the prophet Amos, who sternly denounced all this 
wickedness. ) 

In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah Jero- 
boam the son of Joash king of Israel began to reign in Samaria, and reigned 
forty and one years. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord: departing not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
wherewith he made Israel to sin. He restored the border of Israel from 
the entrance of Hamath unto the sea of the Arabah, according to the word 
of Jehovah, the God of Israel, which he spoke by his servant Jonah the 
son of Amittai, the prophet, who was of Gath-hepher. For the Lord saw 
the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter; for there was none shut 
up nor left at large, neither was there any helper for Israel. And the Lord 
said not that he would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven; 


but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash. 


ZECHARIAH 


_ (After the splendid but utterly corrupt reign of Jeroboam II., came a succession of little 
kings, ruling by virtue of the assassin’s knife. ‘The first was Zechariah. He reigned only 
six months before a conspirator, Shallum, slew him.) 


In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah king of Judah did Zechariah 
the son of Jeroboam reign over Israel in Samaria six months. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, as his fathers 
had done: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
wherewith he made Israel tosin. And Shallum the son of Jabish conspired 
against him, and smote him before the people, and slew him, and reigned 
in his stead. 

This was the word of the Lord which he spoke unto Jehu, saying, “Thy 
sons to the fourth generation shall sit upon the throne of Israel.’’? And 


so it came to pass, 
SHALLUM 


(Shallum’s reign was shorter still. He was on the throne only one month bef 
swift fate overtook him, and he fell before a successful rival, Menaheny) mt? 


Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign in the nine and thirtieth year 
of Uzziah king of Judah; and he reigned the space of a month in Samaria. 
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And Menahem the son of Gadi went up from Tirzah, and came to Samaria, 
and smote Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria, and slew him, and reigned 


in his stead. 
MENAHEM 


(Although Menahem was able to wrest the crown away from Shallum, he did not prove 
to be much of a soldier. It was in his reign perhaps that the Assyrians first eame into the 
territory of Israel, though they had been in Philistia before, while probably Ahab and 
certainly Jehu had paid tribute. Instead of resisting them, the king taxed his people 
heavily to pay the great tribute exacted by the Lords of the North.) 

In the nine and thirtieth year of Azariah king of Judah began Menahem 
the son of Gadi to reign over Israel, and reigned ten years in Samaria. 
And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord: he departed not 
all his days from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he 
made Israel to sin. 

There came against the land Tiglath-pileser the king of Assyria; and 
Menahem gave Tiglath-pileser a thousand talents of silver, that his hand 
might be with him to confirm the kingdom in his hand. And Menahem 
exacted the money of Israel, even of all the mighty men of wealth, of 
each man fifty shekels of silver, to give to the king of Assyria. So the 
king of Assyria turned back, and stayed not there in the land. And 
Menahem died; and Pekahiah his son reigned in his stead. 


PEKAHIAH 


(We come now to another series of dark and bloody reigns, before the sun of Israel set 
forever in blood. After Pekahiah had reigned for two years, Pekah, the captain of his body 
guard, overpowered him with a company of fifty soldiers, and succeeded to the throne.) 


In the fiftieth year of Uzziah king of Judah Pekahiah the son of Mena- 
hem began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned two years. And 
he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord: he departed not from 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel to sin. 
And Pekah the son of Remaliah, his captain, conspired against him, and 
smote him in Samaria, in the castle of the king’s house, with Argob and 
Arieh; and with him were fifty men of the Gileadites: and he slew him, 
and reigned in his stead. 


PEKAH 


(In Pekah’s reign those irresistible invasions from the north continued. The only possi- 
ble safety lay in a confederacy of all the southern states. In such a confederacy Israel and 
Syria and Philistia joined. Judah would not come in and the northern states tried to force 
her to do so. This attempt was successful in so far as the defeat of Judah was concerned, 
but the effort instead of uniting only weakened the two nations. The Assyrians overran 
the northern country, captured many important towns and took many captives. At last 
Pekah fell a victim to the assassin and Hoshea ruled over a broken and disorganized state.) 


In the two and fiftieth year of Uzziah king of Judah Pekah the son of 
Remaliah began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned twenty years. 
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And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord: he departed not 
from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel to 
sin. 

In the days of Pekah king of Israel came Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, 
and took Ijon, and Abel-beth-maacah, and Janoah, and Kedesh, and 
Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali; and he carried 
them captive to Assyria. And Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy 
against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and smote him, and slew him, and 
reigned in his stead. 


HOSHEA 


(In spite of all the warnings of the prophets the people of Israel continued to disobey 
God and to do the things which were evil in his sight. The nation had its chance, and it 
threw that chance away. Then a terrible fate overtook it. A great wave of invasion came 
sweeping down from the North, and submerged the Northern kingdom. Samaria, the 
capital city, was destroyed, and the people were carried away by thousands into captivity.) 

In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began Hoshea the son of Elah 
to reign in Samaria over Israel, and reigned nine years. And he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord, yet not as the kings of Israel that 
were before him. Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria; 
and Hoshea became his servant, and brought him tribute. And the king 
of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea; for he had sent messengers to So 
king of Egypt, and offered no tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had done 
year by year: therefore the king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him 
in prison. Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the land, and 
went up to Samaria, and besieged it three years. In the ninth year of 
Hoshea, the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away unto 
Assyria, and placed them in the Assyrian cities. And it was so, because 
the children of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, which 
brought them up out of the land of Egypt from under the hand of Pharoah 
king of Egypt, and had feared other gods, and walked in the statutes of 
the nations, whom the Lord cast out from before the children of Israel, 
and of the kings of Israel, which they made. And the children of Israel 
did secretly things that were not right against the Lord their God, and 
they built them high places in all their cities. And they set them up 
pillars and sacred symbols upon every high hill, and under every green 
tree: and there they burnt incense in all the high places, as did the nations 
whom the Lord carried away before them; and wrought wicked things to 
provoke the Lord to anger: and they served idols, whereof the Lord had 
said unto them, “Ye shall not do this thing.” 

Yet the Lord testified unto Israel, and unto Judah, by every prophet, 
and by every seer, saying, “Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my 
commandments and my statutes, according to all the law which I com- 
manded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants the prophets. 
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Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened their hearts, like to 
the hearts of their fathers, who believed not in the Lord their God. And 
they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their 
fathers, and his testimonies which he testified unto them; and they fol- 
lowed vanity, and became vain, and went after the nations that were 
round about them, concerning whom the Lord had charged them that 
they should not do like them. And they forsook all the commandments 
of the Lord their God, and made them molten images, even two calves, 
and worshiped all the host of heaven, and served Baal. And they 
burned their sons and their daughters as sacrifice, and used divination and 
enchantments, and sold themselves to do that which was evil in the sight 
of the Lord, to provoke him to anger. Therefore the Lord was very angry 
with Israel, and removed them out of his sight: there was none left but 
the tribe of Judah only. Also Judah kept not the commandments of the 
Lord their God, but walked in the statutes of Israel which they made. 
And the Lord rejected all the people of Israel, and afflicted them, and 
delivered them into the hand of spoilers, until he had cast them out of his 
sight. For he rent Israel from the house of David; and they made 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat king: and Jeroboam drove Israel from follow- 
ing the Lord, and made them sin a great sin. And the children of Israel 
walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from 
them; until the Lord removed Israel out of his sight, as he spoke by all 
his servants the prophets. So Israel was carried away out of their own 
land to Assyria, unto this day. 
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THE NATIVITY 
By Lerolle 


OQ blessed day which giv’st the eternal lie 
To self, and sense, and all the brute within; 
Oh! come to us amid the war of life; 
To hall and hovel come! to all who toil 
In senate, shop, or study! and to those 
Ill-warmed and sorely tempted— 
Come to them, blest and blessing, Christmas Day! 
Tell them once more the tale of Bethlehem, 
The kneeling shepherds and the babe divine; 
And keep them men indeed, fair Christmas Day!” 
—Charles Kingsley. 


Che Wife of the Lord Fesus 
of- 
How the Gord Iraus Spent His Boyhood 


PERSONS OF THE STORY 
The CHILD JESUS. Mary. 


Joseph. King Herod. 
Angels, wise men, shepherds, soldiers, teachers in the temple. 


PLACES OF THE STORY 
Bethlehem of Judea. Egypt. 
Jerusalem. The village of Nazareth in Galilee. 


THE NATIVITY 
How the Lord Jesus Was Born in a Stable 


(In the days of the Roman Emperor Augustus, a census of all the people of the empire 
was taken. Every one went to his own city to be counted in the census. And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judxa, to the city of David, which 
“A ane Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David; to enroll himself with 

And it came to pass while they were there that she brought forth her 
firstborn son; and she wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

And there were shepherds in the same country abiding in the field, and 
keeping watch by night over their flock. And an angel of the Lord stood 
by them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 
were much afraid. 

And the angel said unto them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy which shall be to all the people: for there is born 
to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
And this is the sign unto you; Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, and lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying,— 


“Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among men in whom he is well pleased.” 


And it came to pass, when the angels went away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said one to another, ‘‘Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see what has come to pass, which tne Lord hath made known unto us.” 

And they came with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the 
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babe lying in the manger. And when they saw it, they made public the 
saying which was spoken to them about this child. And all that heard it 
wondered at the things which were spoken unto them by the shepherds. 
But Mary kept all these sayings, and pondered them in her heart. And 
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, even as it was spoken unto them. 


THE WISE MEN 


How They Came from Afar to See the Lord Jesus 


Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judza in the days of Herod 
the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, 
“Where is he who is born King of the Jews? for we saw his star in the east, 
and have come to worship him.” 

And when Herod the king heard it, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. And gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Christ should be born. 

And they said unto him, “In Bethlehem of Judza: for thus it is written 
by the prophet,— 


‘And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

Art in no wise least among the princes of Judah: 
For out of thee shall come forth a governor, 
Which shall be shepherd of my people Israel.’ ”’ 


Then Herod secretly called the wise men, and inquired of them carefully 
what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, 
“Go and search out carefully concerning the young child; and when ye 
have found him, bring me word, that I also may come and worship him.” 

And they, having heard the king, went their way; and lo, the star, which 
they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where 
the young child was. And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy. And they came into the house and saw the young 
child with Mary his mother; and they fell down and worshiped him; 
and opening their treasures they offered unto him gifts; gold and frankin- 
cense and myrrh.. And being warned of God in a dream that they should 
not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 


A JOURNEY TO THE LAND OF THE PHARAOHS 
How the Lord Jesus Was Taken to Egypt, How He Was Brought Back, 
and How He Lived in Nazareth 


Now when the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, ‘‘Arise and take the young child 
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and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I tell thee: 
for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.” 

And he arose and took the young child and his mother by night, and 
departed into Egypt; and was there until the death of Herod: that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
saying,— 

“Out of Egypt did I call my son.” 


Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked by the wise men, was 
exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the male children that were 
in Bethlehem, and in all the borders thereof, from two years old and under, 
according to the time which he had carefully learned of the wise men. 
Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, 
saying,— 


“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
Weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
And she would not be comforted, because they are not.” 


But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Arise and take the young child and 
his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead that sought 
the young child’s life.” 

And he arose and took the young child and his mother, and came into 
the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither; and being 
warned of God in a dream, he withdrew into Galilee, and came and dwelt 
in a city called Nazareth. 

And the child grew, and waxed strong, becoming full of wisdom: and 
the grace of God was upon him. 


THE BOYHOOD OF JESUS 


How the Lord Jesus Went to a Feast at Jerusalem for the First Time 


The New Testament tells us very little about the boyhood of Jesus, but fortunately we 
know from other sources much of the life of children in Palestine in those days. Among the 
earliest memories of the boy Jesus must have been the tender voice of his mother, as she 
gang or repeated to him the beautiful songs which we call psalms, and told him those wonder- 
ful stories of the heroism and faith of his ancestors, of which we read in the Old Testament. 
When he was five or six years old, he began to go to school. There he sat on the floor with 
the other little children of the village, forming a semicircle about their master. He was 
taught at school to read and write, and to repeat from memory large portions of the Old 
Testament. He no doubt had a boy’s gladness in freedom and play when school was out. 
It must have been very pleasant to sit in Joseph’s shop, and watch the shavings curl from 
the plane, to see the wood fashioned into various shapes of usefulness. When he grew older 
he learned the carpenter’s trade in this shop. Every Jewish boy had to learn a trade. The 
home life was very simple. The family was poor, and it was not always easy to make both 
ends meet. Jesus no doubt helped his mother about her work, especially in drawing water 
from the village well. Every Sabbath he went to the village church, or synagogue, as 1t was 
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called, and listened attentively to the service. In the village he often caught glimpses of 
the outside world, for Nazareth was on one of the main caravan routes. Here he would see 
merchants from the far Hast, strange, bearded, swarthy men with trains of camels, laden 
with bundles of precious merchandise, rugs, and gems, and sweet smelling sandalwood. 
Here he might see a company of Roman soldiers, marching under command of a centurion, 
short, stern men, helmeted, with shining armor, sword, and spear, in perfect discipline, 
showing the pride of the race which had conquered the world by force of arms. Here he 
saw, too, the poor and the suffering, the beggar, the outcast. He began to see, no doubt, as 
a boy, how much the world needed a saviour, and he began to form his resolution to be a 
hero, not a hero like the Roman soldier, but a hero of peace, one who should help and uplift 
humanity. So the days of his boyhood passed, in study, and work, and play, as he steadily 
erew toward manhood. 


And his parents went every year to Jerusalem at the feast of the Pass- 
over. And when he was twelve years old, they went up after the custom 
of the feast; and when the feast was over, as they were returning, the boy 
Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and his parents knew it not; but sup- 
posing him to be in the company, they went a day’s journey; and they 
sought for him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance: and when they 
found him not, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking for him. 

And it came to pass, after three days they found him in the temple, 
sitting in the midst of the teachers, both hearing them, and asking them 
questions: and all that heard him were amazed at kis understanding and 
his answers. 

And when they saw him, they were astonished: and his mother said 
unto him, “Son, why hast thou thus dealt with. us? behold, thy fathcr 
and I sought thee sorrowing.”’ 

And he said unto them, “‘ How is it that ye sought me? knew ye not 
that I must be in my Father’s house?”’ 

And they understood not the saying which he spoke unto them. And 
he went down with them, and came to Nazareth; and he was subject unto 
them: and his mother kept all these things in her heart. 

And Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and 
men. 

ofe 


iow the Lord Jesus went about doing good, teaching and 
healing, and bow He grew in favor with the penple 


PERSONS OF THE STORY 


The LORD JESUS. Jairus, his wife, and little daughter. 
A Roman Captain and his servant. John the Baptist. 

The Disciples of Jesus. Herod. 

Peter’s mother-in-law. Herodias and her daughter. 

A widow of Nain and her son. A little lad with loaves and fishes. 


Multitudes of people, lepers, palsied, and those having all manner of diseases. 
PLACES OF THE STORY 


The ‘Mount of Beatitudes.” Gadara. 

Capernaum. The city of Nain. 

The region of Galilee. The Jordan. 

The lake of Gennesaret. The banquet hall of Herod. 


The prison in the “Black Fortress” of Machaerus. 
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THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 


How John Preached to the People, and How the Lord Jesus Was Baptized by 
Him in the River Jordan 


In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of 
J} udeea, saying, “Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For 
this is he who was spoken of by Isaiah the prophet, saying,— 


“The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 
Make his paths straight.’ ”’ 


Now John himself had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle 
about his loins; and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then went out 
unto him the people of Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the region round 
about Jordan; and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, con- 
fessing their sins. 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, he said unto them, “Ye offspring of vipers, who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruit worthy of re- 
pentance: and think not to say within yourselves, ‘We have Abraham to 
our father’: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up 
children unto Abraham. 

“And even now is the axe laid unto the root of the trees: every tree 
therefore that bringeth nct forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into 
the fire. I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he who 
cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: 
he shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire: whose fan is in his 
hand, and he will thoroughly cleanse his threshing-floor; and he will gather 
his wheat into the garner, but the chaff he will burn up with unquenchable 
fire.” 

And the multitudes asked him, saying, “‘ What then must we do?” 

And he answered and said unto them, “‘ He that hath two coats, let him 
impart to him that hath none; and he that hath food, let him do likewise.” 

And there came also publicans to be baptized, and they said unto him, 
“Master, what must we do?” 

And he said unto them, “Extort no more than that which is appointed 

ou.” 
ss And soldiers also asked him, saying, ‘And we, what must we do?” 

And he said unto them, ‘Do violence to no man, neither take anything 
wrongfully; and be content with your wages.” 

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan unto John, to be baptized 
by him. But John would have hindered him, saying, “I have need to be 
baptized by thee, and comest thou to me?” 
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But Jesus answering said unto him, “Permit it now: for thus it be- 
cometh us to fulfill all righteousness.” 

Then he permitted him. And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 
straightway from the water: and lo, the heavens were opened unto him, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon him; 
and lo, a voice out of the heavens, saying,— 


“This is mp beloved Son, in whom J am twell pleased.” 


THE TEMPTATION IN THE WILDERNESS 


How the Lord Jesus Fought with a Great Foe 


And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was 
led by the Spirit in the wilderness during forty days, being tempted of the 
devil. And he ate nothing in those days: and when they were completed, 
he hungered. 

And the devil said unto him, “If thou art the Son of God, command 
this stone that it become bread.” 

And Jesus answered unto him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone.’ ” 

And he led him up, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a 
moment of time. 

And the devil said unto him, “To thee will I give all this authority, and 
the glory of them: for it hath been delivered unto me; and to whomsoever 
I will I give it. If thou therefore wilt worship before me, it shall all be 
thine.” 

And Jesus answered and said unto him, “It is written, ‘Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.’ ”’ 

And he led him to Jerusalem, and set him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
and said unto him, “If thou art the Son of God, cast thyself down from 
hence: for it is written,— 


‘He shall give his angels charge concerning thee, to guard thee:’ 
and, 

‘On their hands they shall bear thee up, 

Lest haply thou dash thy foot against a stone.’ ” 


And Jesus answering said unto him, “It is said, ‘Thou shalt not tempt 
the Lord thy God.’ ”’ 

And he was in the wilderness forty days tempted of Satan; and he was 
with wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him. 


THE TRADITIONAL MOUNT OF TEMPTATION 


From a photograph taken by Mr. J. H. Nelson for the American School of Oriental 
Research in Jerusalem, 1912-13, and used by the kind permission of the Director for 
that year, Prof. Warren J. Mitchell of Bangor Theological Seminary 


A tradition, said to be older than the time of the Crusades, fixes the scene of the temp- 
tation at a mountain to the south of Jericho, which from this circumstance has received 
the name of Quarantania. Naked and arid, like a mountain of malediction, rising pre- 
cipitously from a scorched and desert plain, and looking over the sluggish, ’ bituminous 
waters of the Sodomitic Sea—thus offering a sharp contrast to the sunny softness of the 
Mountain of Beatitudes, and the limpid crystal of the Lake of Gennesaret—imagination 
has seen in it a fit place to be the Mount of Evil Influences, a place where, in the language 
of the prophets, the owls dwell and the satyrs dance. 
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THE FIRST DISCIPLES 


How the Lord Jesus Began to Win the Love of His Friends 


One day after Jesus had returned from the wilderness, where he had 
met the temptation, John the Baptist saw him approaching, and said, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world! This 
is he of whom I said, ‘After me cometh a man which is become before me: 
for he was before me.’ And I knew him not; but that he should be made 
manifest to Israel, for this cause came I baptizing with water.” 

Again on the morrow John was standing, and two of his disciples; and 
he looked upon Jesus as he walked, and said, ‘‘ Behold, the Lamb of God!” 

And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 

And Jesus turned, and beheld them following, and saith unto them, 
“What seek ye?”’ 

And they said unto him, “‘ Rabbi (that is, Master), where abidest thou?”’ 

He saith unto them, “‘Come, and ye shall see.” 

They came therefore and saw where he abode; and they abode with 
him that day: it was about the tenth hour. 

One of the two that heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. He findeth first his own brother Simon, and saith 
unto him, “‘ We have found the Messiah”’ (that is, Christ). 

He brought him unto Jesus. Jesus looked upon him, and said, “‘Thou 
art Simon the son of John: thou shalt be called Cephas”’ (that is, Peter). 

On the morrow he was minded to go forth into Galilee, and he findeth 
Philip: and Jesus saith unto him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. 

Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, “We have found him, 
of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph.” 

And Nathanael said unto him, “‘Can any good thing come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip saith unto him, “Come and see.” 

Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!” 

Nathanael saith unto him, ‘‘ Whence knowest thou me?” 

Jesus answered and said unto him, ‘Before Philip called thee, when 
thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.” 

Nathanael answered him, ‘‘ Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art 
King of Israel.” 

Jesus answered and said unto him, “Because I said unto thee, I saw 
thee underneath the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater things 
than these. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye shall see the heaven opened, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.” 
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THE FIRST MIRACLE 


How the Lord Jesus Went to a Wedding 


The third day after Jesus had started for Galilee with his new friends, 
there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was 
there: and Jesus also was bidden, with his disciples, to the marriage. 

And when the wine failed, the mother of Jesus said unto him, “They 
have no wine.” 

And Jesus said unto her, “Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine 
hour is not yet come.” 

His mother said unto the servants, “‘Whatsoever he saith unto you, do 
ii 

Now there were six waterpots of stone set there after the Jews’ custom 
of purifying, containing two or three firkins apiece. 

Jesus said unto them, ‘‘Fill the waterpots with water.” 

And they filled them up to the brim. And he said unto them, “Draw 
out now, and bear unto the ruler of the feast.” 

And they bore it. And when the ruler of the feast tasted the water 
now become wine, and knew not whence it was (but the servants which 
had drawn the water knew), the ruler of the feast called the bridegroom, 
and said unto him, “Every man setteth on first the good wine; and when 
men have drunk freely, then that which is worse: thou hast kept the good 
wine until now.” 

This beginning of his signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested 
his glory; and his disciples believed on him. 


AT THE PASSOVER 


How the Lord Jesus Went Again to Jerusalem, What He Did, 
and the Friends He Made There 


And the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. And he found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep 
and doves, and the changers of money sitting: and he made a scourge of 
cords, and cast all out of the temple, both the sheep and the oxen; and he 
poured out the changers’ money and overthrew their tables; and to them 
that sold the doves he said, “Take these things hence; make not my 
Father’s house a house of merchandise.” 

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many 
believed on his name, beholding his signs which he did. 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of 
the Jews: the same came unto him by night, and said to him, “Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man ean do these 
signs that thou doest, except God be with him.” 


THE GRANDUCA MADONNA 
By Raphael (1483-1520) 
This picture is in the Palazzo Pitti at Florence 


Raffaello Santi was born at Urbino, Italy, in 1483. He is generally considered the 
greatest of all painters. 


CANA OF GALILEE 


From a photograph owned by the Palestine Exploration Fund and used by kind permission 


Cana was the native place of Nathanael, the disciple of Jesus, and was the scene of 
Christ’s first miracle. There is some doubt about the identification of the site, but authori- 
ties favor the situation shown in the picture. 
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Jesus answered and said unto him, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

Nicodemus said unto him, ‘How can a man be born when he is old? 
can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?” 

Jesus answered, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, ‘Ye must be born anew.’ The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the voice thereof, but 
knowest not whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one 
that is born of the Spirit.” 

Nicodemus answered and said unto him, ‘How can these things be?” 
Jesus replied to him, ‘‘Art thou the teacher of Israel, and understandest 
not these things? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do 
know, and bear witness of that we have seen; and ye receive not our 
witness. If I told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye 
believe, if I tell you heavenly things? And no man hath ascended into 
heaven, but he that descended out of heaven, even the Son of man, which 
is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth may in 
him have eternal life.’’ 

(This is the end of the story of the Lord Jesus and Nicodemus. What follows is added 
by the writer of the gospel.) 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life. For 
God sent not the Son into the world to judge the world; but that the world 
should be saved through him. He that believeth on him is not judged: 
he that believeth not hath been judged already, because he hath not 
believed on the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the 
judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the 
darkness rather than the light; for their works were evil. For every one 
that doeth ill hateth the light, and cometh not to the light, lest his works 
should be reproved. But he that doeth the truth cometh to the light, 
that his works may be made manifest, that they have been wrought in God. 


JESUS AT JACOB’S WELL 
How the Lord Jesus Made Much of Two Days in Samaria 


Afterward Jesus left Judzea, and departed again into Galilee. And he 
must needs pass through Samaria. So he cometh to a city of Samaria, 
called Sychar, near to the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph: 
and Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his 


journey, sat by the well. 
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It was about the sixth hour. There cometh a woman of Samaria to 
draw water: Jesus saith unto her, ‘Give me to drink.” 

For his disciples were gone away into the city to buy food. The 
Samaritan woman therefore saith unto him, ‘“ How is it that thou, being 
a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans.) 

Jesus answered and said unto her, “If thou knewest the gift of God, 
and who it is that saith to thee, ‘Give me to drink’; thou wouldest have 
asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.” 

The woman saith unto him, “Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and 
the well is deep. Whence then hast thou that living water? Art thou 
greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof 
himself, and his sons, and his cattle?”’ 

Jesus answered and said unto her, ‘‘Every one that drinketh of this 
water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall 
become in him a well of water, springing up unto eternal life.” 

The woman saith unto him, “Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, 
neither come all the way hither to draw.” 

Jesus saith unto her, ‘‘Go, call thy husband, and come hither.”’ 

The woman answered and said unto him, “I have no husband.” 

Jesus saith unto her, “Thou saidst well, ‘I have no husband’: for thou 
hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: 
this hast thou said truly.” 

The woman saith unto him, “Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 
Our fathers worshiped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is 
the place where men ought to worship.” 

Jesus saith unto her, “Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when 
neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall ye worship the Father. 
Ye worship that which ye know not: we worship that which we know: 
for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when 
the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth: for such 
doth the Father seek to be his worshipers. God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 

The woman saith unto him, “I know that Messiah cometh (which is 
ealled Christ): when he is come, he will declare unto us all things.” 

Jesus saith unto her, “I that speak unto thee am he.” 

And upon this came his disciples; and they marveled that he was 
speaking with a woman; yet no man said, ‘What seekest thou?’ or, 
“Why speakest thou with her?” 

So the woman left her waterpot, and went away into the city, and saith 
to the men, “Come, see a man, who told me all things that ever I did: 
can this be the Christ?” 


“INN OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN” 


From a photograph taken by Louis L. Tribus, Consulting Engineer and Commissioner of 
Public Works of the Borough of Richmond, City of New York, and used by his kind 
permission 


This is the traditional site of the “Inn of the Good Samaritan,” on the pilgrim road 
the “ Ascent of Blood,” which leads from Jericho to Jerusalem. When taken upwards, a 
more hot and heavy way it is impossible to conceive—between blistered limestones and 
rocks, and in front the bare hills piled high, without shadow or verdure. There is no water 
from Jericho till you reach the roots of the Mount of Olives. Curious red streaks appear 
from time to time on the stones, and perhaps account for the sanguinary names which 
attach to the road,—but the crimes committed here make these doubly deserved. 
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They went out of the city, and were coming to him _In the mean while 
the disciples prayed him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.’’ But he said unto them, 
“T have meat to eat that ye know not.” 

The disciples therefore said one to another, “Hath any man brought 
him aught to eat?”’ 

Jesus saith unto them, ‘My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, 
and to accomplish his work. Say not ye, There are yet four months, and 
then cometh the harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields, that they are white already unto harvest. He that 
reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal; that he 
that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. For herein is the 
saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. I sent you to reap that 
whereon ye have not labored: others have labored, and ye are entered 
into their labor.” 

And from that city many of the Samaritans believed on him because 
of the word of the woman, who testified, “‘He told me all things that ever 
I did.”” So when the Samaritans came unto him, they besought him to 
abide with them: and he abode there two days. And many more believed 
because of his word; and they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not 
because of thy speaking: for we have heard for ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Saviour of the world.” 


THE GOOD SAMARITAN 


(At another time, Jesus, who had been so kindly treated by the Samaritans, told this 
story to show how every one ought to treat others kindly. This is how he happened to tell 
the story) :— 

A teacher asked Jesus, to test him, what he should do to inherit eternal 
life. Jesus answered, ‘‘ What does the law say?”’ 

The teacher replied, “‘The law says, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and 
with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.’”’ 

And he said unto him, “‘Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou 
shalt live.” 

But he, desiring to justify himself, said unto Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 

Jesus made answer and said, “A certain man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho; and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and 
beat him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance a certain 
priest was going down that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on 
the other side. And in like manner a Levite also, when he came to the 
place, and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, 
as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he was moved 
with compassion, and came to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring on 
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them oil and wine; and he set him on his own beast, and brought him 
to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow he took out two 
pence, and gave them to the host, and said “Take care of him; and what- 
soever thou spendest more, I, when I come back again, will repay thee.’ 

“Which of these three, thinkest thou, proved neighbor unto him that 
fell among the robbers?” 

And he said, ‘He that showed mercy on him.” 

And Jesus said unto him, “‘Go, and do thou likewise.” 


JESUS AND THE KING’S OFFICER 


How the Lord Jesus Went Back to Galilee, and How He Healed 
the Son of a King’s Officer 


And after the two days in Samaria he went forth from thence into 
Galilee. For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath no honor in his 
own country. So when he came into Galilee, the Galilzeans received him, 
having seen all the things that he did in Jerusalem at the feast: for they 
also went unto the feast. 

He came therefore again unto Cana of Galilee, where he made the water 
wine. And there was a certain king’s officer whose son was sick at 
Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into 
Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he would come down, 
and heal his son; for he was at the point of death. Jesus therefore said 
unto him, “‘ Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will in no wise believe.” 

The king’s officer saith unto him, “Sir, come down ere my child die.” 

Jesus saith unto him, ‘‘Go thy way; thy son liveth.” 

The man believed the word that Jesus spoke unto him, and he went his 
way. And as he was now going down, his servants met him, saying, that 
his son lived. So he inquired of them the hour when he began to recover. 
They said therefore unto him, “ Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever 
left him.” 

So the father knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus said unto 
him, “Thy son liveth’: and himself believed, and his whole house. 


THE CHOOSING OF THE TWELVE DISCIPLES 


How the Lord Jesus Gathered About Him the Men Who Were 
to Be His Closest Friends 


Passing along by the sea of Galilee, Jesus saw Simon and Andrew the 
brother of Simon casting a net in the sea: for they were fishers. And he 
said unto them, “Come ye after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

And straightway they left the nets, and followed him. And going on 
a little further, he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, 


JESUS AND THE FISHERMEN 


By Zimmermann 
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who also were in the boat mending the nets. And straightway he called 
them: and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
servants, and went after him. 

And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted 
unto him, and he taught them. And as he passed by, he saw Levi the 
son of Alphzeus sitting at the place of toll, and he saith unto him, “Follow 
me.’ And he arose and followed him. And it came to pass, that he was 
sitting at meat in his house, and many publicans and sinners sat down with 
Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they followed him. And 
the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with the sinners and 
publicans, said unto his disciples, ‘‘He eateth and drinketh with publicans 
and sinners.” 

And when Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, ‘They that are whole 
have no need of a physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners.” . 

And he went up into the mountain, and called unto him whom he 
himself would: and they went unto him. And he appointed twelve, 
that they might be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach, 
and to have authority to cast out demons: and Simon he surnamed Peter; 
and James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and them 
he surnamed Boanerges, which is, Sons of thunder: and Andrew, and 
Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son 
of Alphzeus, and Thaddeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, 
who also betrayed him. 


“THe GLORIOUS COMPANY OF THE APOSTLES” 


Simon Peter. Brother of Andrew. Fisherman. Residence Bethsaida. One of the 
leaders of the apostles. Said to have founded the church at Rome and to have suffered 
martyrdom under Nero. 

Andrew. Brother of Simon Peter. Fisherman. Residence Bethsaida. Tradition says 
he was crucified at Patree by the pro-consul Adgeas. 

James. Brother of John. Son of Zebedee. Fisherman. Home Bethsaida. Be- 
headed by Herod Agrippa only fourteen years after the crucifixion. The first of the “glori- 
ous company of the apostles”’ to join “the noble army of martyrs.” 

John. “The beloved Disciple.” Fisherman. Brother of James. Son of Zebedee. 
Home Bethsaida. Reputed author of Gospel of St. John, the Epistles of John and the 
Apocalypse. Said to have lived to an extreme old age, dying a natural death at Ephesus. 

Philip. Fellow townsman of Peter and Andrew, and probably, like them, a fisherman. 
Said by tradition to have been crucified head downwards in the reign of Domitian. 

Bartholomew. Native of Cana of Galilee. Tradition says that he suffered martyrdom 
in India. 

Thomas. ‘The Doubter.” Occupation unknown. Residence unknown. ‘Tradition 
says that he was sold as a slave to an Indian merchant; that he preached the gospel there 
with great effect and died a natural death at an advanced age. 

Matthew. “The Publican.” A customs officer near Capernaum. Author of the Gos- 
pel of Matthew. Nothing is known of his subsequent life or of his death. — 

James. The son of Alpheus. Called “the less.” No details of his history are known. 

Thaddaeus. Occupation not known. Thought to have lived at Jerusalem. Tradition 
says he preached the gospel in Africa, Fate unknown. 

Simon, the Zealot. No details are known of his life. 5 ; 

Judas Iscariot. The Traitor and Betrayer of Jesus. Iscariot means “the man of 
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Karioth.”’ He was the only Judaan among the apostles. He committed suicide by hang- 
ing after the crucifixion. 


THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
How the Lord Jesus Taught the People the Way of Right Living 


And seeing the multitudes, he went up into the mountain: and when 
he had sat down, his disciples came unto him: and he opened his mouth 
and taught them, saying,— 


THE BEATITUDES 


“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

‘Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness: for thep 
shall be filled. 

“Blessed are the merciful for thep shall obtatin merep, 

“Blessed are the pure tn heart: for they shall see God. 

“Mlessevd are the peacemakers: for they shall be called sons of Gov. 

“Blessed are they that habe been persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are pe when men shall reproach 
pou, and persecute pou, and sap all manner of evil against pou falsely, for mp 
sake. Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad: for great is pour reward in heaben; 
for so persecuted they the prophets tohich tuere before pou,”’ 


“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost its savor, where- 
with shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast 
out and trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A 
city set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a lamp, and put it 
under the bushel, but on the stand; and it shineth unto all that are in the 
house. Even so let your light shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”’ 


THE New Way oF RicuT LIVING 
Be Right in the Heart, and Not in Outward Appearance Only 


“Think not that I came to destroy the law or the prophets: I came not 
to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth 
pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass away from the law, 
till all things be accomplished. Whosoever therefore shall break one of 
these least commandments, and shall teach men so, shall be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, he shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, that ex- 
cept your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
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It is a Sin to Get Angry 


“Ye have heard that it was said to them of old time, ‘Thou shalt not kill : 
and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment’: but I say 
unto you, that every one who is angry with his brother shall be in danger 
of the judgment; and whosoever shall say to his brother, ‘Worthless 
fellow,’ shall be in danger of the council; and whosoever shall say, ‘Thou 
fool,’ shall be in danger of the hell of fire. If therefore thou art offering 
thy gift at the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught 
against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way, first be 
reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree with 
thine adversary quickly, while thou art with him in the way; lest the 
adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the 
officer, and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt 
by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the last farthing.” 


It is a Sin to Swear 


“Again, ye have heard that it was said to them of old time, ‘Thou shalt 
not perjure thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths’: but I 
say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by the heaven, for it is the throne 
of God; nor by the earth, for it is the footstool of his feet; nor by Jerusa- 
lem, for it is the city of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy 
head, for thou canst not make one hair white or black. But let your 
speech be, ‘Yea, yea; Nay, nay’: and whatsoever is more than these is of 
the evil one.” 


It is a Sin to Be Revengeful 


“Ye have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth’: but I say unto you, Resist not evil: but whosoever smiteth thee 
on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man would go 
to law with thee, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also. 
And whosoever shall compel thee to go one mile, go with him two. Give 
to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn 
not thou away.” 


It is a Sin to Think Evil of Others 


“ Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye 
shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured unto 
you. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but 
considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say 
to thy brother, ‘Let me cast out the mote out of thine eye’; and lo, the 
beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of 
thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of 
thy brother’s eye.” 
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The Right Way is to Love Your Enemies 


“Ye have heard that it was said, ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and 
hate thine enemy’: but I say unto you, Love your enemies, and pray for 
them that persecute you; that ye may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and the unjust. For if ye love them that love you, what 
reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute 
your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the Gen- 
tiles the same? Ye therefore shall be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.” 

The Right Way to Do Good Deeds 


“Take heed that ye do not your righteousness before men, to be seen of 
them: else ye have no reward with your Father who is in heaven. 

“When therefore thou doest alms, sound not a trumpet before thee, as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have 
glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have received their reward. 
But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand 
doeth: that thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father who seeth in 
secret shall recompense thee.” 


The Right Way to Pray 


“And when ye pray, ye shall not be as the hypocrites: for they love to 
stand and pray in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that 
they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have received 
their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thine inner 
chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, 
and thy Father who seeth in secret shall recompense thee. And in praying 
use not vain repetitions, as the Gentiles do: for they think that they shall 
be heard for their much speaking. Be not therefore like unto them: 
for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. 
After this manner therefore pray ye’ :— 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 


“Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
TChp kingdom come. 
Thp will be done 
Sn earth, as it is in heaven. 
Gibe us this dap our dailp bread. 
And forgibe us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not inte temptation, 
But deliver us from evil: 
For thine ts the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glorp, for ever. Amen.” 
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“For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses. 

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you: for every one that asketh receiveth; and he 
that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or 
what man is there of you, who, if his son shall ask him for a loaf, will give 
him a stone; or if he shall ask for a fish, will give him a serpent? If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your Father who is in heaven give good things to them that 
ask him?” 

THE GOLDEN RULE 


“All things therefore whatsoever pe would that men should do unto pou, 
eben so do pe also unto them: for this is the law and the prophets.” 


The Right Way to Be Rich 


“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, where moth and 
rust doth consume, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
consume, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where thy 
treasure is, there will thy heart be also.”’ 


Trust God, and He Will Take Care of You 


“The lamp of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be right, thy 
whole body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body 
shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, 
how great is the darkness! 

“No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and 
love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye 
cannot serve God and Mammon. 

“Therefore I say unto you, Be not anxious for your life, what ye shall 
eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. 
Is not the life more than the food, and the body than the raiment? Be- 
hold the birds of the heaven, that they sow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into barns; and your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are not ye 
of much more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can 
add one cubit unto his stature? And why are ye anxious concerning 
raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, 
neither do they spin: yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God doth so clothe the 
grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, 
shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 
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“Be not therefore anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or, ‘What shall 
we drink?’ or, ‘Wherewithal shall we be clothed?’ For after all these 
things do the Gentiles seek; for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye 
have need of all these things. But seek ye first his kingdom, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Be not 
therefore anxious for the morrow: for the morrow will be anxious for itself. 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”’ 


God Wants Deeds, Not Words 

“Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many be they that enter in thereby. 
For narrow is the gate, and strait the way, that leadeth unto life, and few 
be they that find it. 

“For there is no good tree that bringeth forth corrupt fruit; nor again 
a corrupt tree that bringeth forth good fruit. For each tree is known by 
its own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush 
gather they grapes. The good man out of the good treasure of his heart 
bringeth forth that which is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure 
bringeth forth that which is evil: for out of the abundance of the heart his 
mouth speaketh. 

“Not every one that saith unto me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. 


“Many will say unto me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
Did we not prophesy in thy name, 
And by thy name cast out demons, 
And by thy name do many mighty works?’ 
And then I will profess unto them, ‘I never knew you; 
Depart from me, ye that work iniquity.’ 


“Every one therefore who heareth these words of mine, 
And doeth them, 
Shall be likened unto a wise man, 
Which built his house upon the rock: 
And the rain descended, and the floods came, 
And the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
And it fell not, for it was founded upon the rock. 


“And every one who heareth these words of mine, 
And doeth them not, 
Shall be likened unto a foolish man, 
Which built his house upon the sand: 
And the rain descended, and the floods came, 
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And the winds blew, and smote upon that house; 
And it fell, and great was the fall thereof.’”’ 


And it came to pass, when Jesus ended these words, the multitudes were 
astonished at his teaching: for he taught them as one having authority, 
and not as their scribes. 


THE ROMAN SOLDIER’S FAITH 


How the Lord Jesus Healed the Captain’s Servant 


And when he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes 
followed him, and he entered into Capernaum. 

And a certain Roman captain’s servant, who was dear to him, was sick 
and at the point of death. And when he heard concerning Jesus, he sent 
unto him elders of the Jews, asking him that he would come and save his 
servant. 

And they, when they came to Jesus, besought him earnestly, saying, 
“He is worthy that thou shouldest do this for him: for he loveth our 
nation, and himself built us our synagogue.” 

And Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far from the 
house, the Roman captain sent friends to him, saying unto him, “Lord, 
trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under 
my roof: wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: 
but say the word, and my servant shall be healed. For I also am a man 
set under authority, having under myself soldiers: and I say to this one, 
‘Go,’ and he goeth; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he cometh; and to my 
servant, ‘Do this,’ and he doeth it.” 

And when Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and turned and 
said unto the multitude that followed him, “I say unto you, I have not 
found so great faith, no, not in Israel.” 

And they that were sent, returning to the house, found the servant - 
whole. 


DAYS OF SERVICE 


How the Lord Jesus Healed Many People 
A Sabbath Day at Capernaum 


On the Sabbath day he entered into the synagogue and taught. And 
they were astonished at his teaching: for he taught them as having au- 
thority, and not as the scribes. 

And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he 
cried out, saying, ““ What have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? 
art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of 


God.” 
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And Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Hold thy peace, and come out of him.”’ 

And the unclean spirit, tearing him and crying with a loud voice, came 
out of him. 

And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among them- 
selves, saying, “What is this? a new teaching! with authority he com- 
mandeth even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”’ 

And the news went out straightway everywhere into all the region of 
Galilee round about. 

And when they were come out of the synagogue, they came into the 
house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon’s wife’s 
mother lay sick of a fever; and they told him of her: and he came and 
took her by the hand, and raised her up; and the fever left her, and she 
ministered unto them. 

And at even, when the sun set, they brought unto him all that were sick, 
and them that were possessed with demons. And all the city was gathered 
together at the door. And he healed many that were sick with divers 
diseases, and cast out many demons; and he suffered not the demons to 
speak, because they knew him. 

And in the morning, a great while before day, he rose up and went out, 
and departed into a desert place, and there prayed. And Simon and 
they that were with him followed after him; and they found him, and said 
unto him, “Ali are seeking thee.”’ 

And he saith unto them, “‘ Let us go elsewhere into the next towns, that 
I may preach there also; for to this end came I forth.” 

And he went into their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching 
and casting out demons. 


Healing a Leper 


And there came to him a leper, beseeching him, and kneeling down to 
him, and saying unto him, “If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” 

And being moved with compassion, he stretched forth his hand, and 
touched him, and said unto him, “‘I will; be thou made clean.”’ 

And straightway the leprosy departed from him, and he was made clean. 
And he strictly charged him, and sent him out, and saith unto him, ‘‘See 
thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way, show thyself to the priest, 
and offer for thy cleansing the things which Moses commanded, for a 
testimony unto them.” 

But he went out, and began to publish it much, and to spread abroad 
the matter, insomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter into a city, 
but was without in desert places: and they came to him from every 
quarter. 

The Man Let Down Through the Roof 


And when he entered again into Capernaum after some days, it was 
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noised that he was in the house. And many were gathered together, so 
that there was no longer room for them, no, not even about the door: and 
he spoke the word unto them. And they came, bringing unto him a man 
sick of the palsy, borne by four. And when they could not come nigh 
unto him for the crowd, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when 
they had broken through it, they let down the bed whereon the sick of the 
palsy lay. 

And Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy, “Son, thy 
sins are forgiven.” 

But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their 
hearts, ‘‘Why doth this man thus speak? he blasphemeth: who can for- 
give sins but one, even God?” 

And straightway Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they so reasoned 
within themselves, said unto them, “‘ Why reason ye these things in your 
hearts? Which is easier, to say to the sick of the palsy, ‘Thy sins are 
forgiven’; or to say, ‘Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk’? But that 
ye may know that the Son of man hath authority on earth to forgive sins 
(he saith to the sick of the palsy), I say unto thee, Arise, take up thy bed, 
and go unto thy house.” 

And he arose, and straightway took up the bed, and went forth before 
them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, 
“We never saw it in this fashion.” 


The Two Blind Men 


And as Jesus passed by from thence, two blind men followed him, crying 
out, and saying, “‘ Have mercy on us, thou son of David.” 

And when he was come into the house, the blind men came to him: 
and Jesus said unto them, “ Believe ye that I am able to do this?” 

They say unto him, ‘ Yea, Lord.” 

Then touched he their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it done 
unto you.’ And their eyes were opened. 

And Jesus strictly charged them, saying, “See that no man know it.” 

But they went forth, and spread abroad his fame in all that land. 


The Throngs About the Master 


And Jesus with his disciples withdrew to the sea: and a great multitude 
from Galilee followed: and from Judea, and from Jerusalem, and from 
Idumza, and beyond Jordan, and about Tyre and Sidon, a great multi- 
tude, hearing what great things he did, came unto him. And he spoke to 
his disciples, that a little boat should wait on him because of the crowd, lest 
they should throng him: for he had healed many; insomuch that as 
many as had plagues pressed upon him that they might touch him. And 
the unclean spirits, whensoever they beheld him, fell down before him, 
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and cried, saying, “Thou art the Son of God.” And he charged them 
much that they should not make him known. 


THE MIRACLE AT NAIN 
How the Lord Jesus Raised a Widow’s Son from the Dead 

And it came to pass soon afterwards, that he went to a city called Nain; 
and his disciples went with him, and a great multitude. Now when he 
drew near to the gate of the city, behold, there was carried out one that 
was dead, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and many 
people of the city were with her. 

And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto 
her, ‘‘ Weep not.” 

And he came nigh and touched the bier: and the bearers stood still. 
And he said, ‘‘ Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.”” And he that was 
dead sat up, and began to speak. And he gave him to his mother. 

And fear took hold on all: and they glorified God, saying, “A great 
prophet is arisen among us”: and, ‘God hath visited his people.”’ And 
this report went forth concerning him in the whole of Judzea, and all the 
region round about. 

THE GREAT TEACHER 


How the Lord Jesus Told the People Stories by the Sea 


And again he began to teach by the sea side. And there was gathered 
unto him a very great multitude, so that he entered into a boat, which was 
on the sea, and sat in it; and all the multitude were by the sea on the land. 
And he taught them many things in stories, and told them in his teach- 
ing,— 

The Story of the Sower 

“Behold, the sower went forth to sow: and, as he sowed, some seed fell 
by the wayside, and the birds came and devoured it. And other seed fell 
on the rocky ground, where it had not much earth; and straightway it 
sprang up, because it had no deepness of earth: and when the sun was 
risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. 
And other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked 
it, and it yielded-no fruit. And other seed fell into the good ground, and 
yielded fruit, growing up and increasing; and brought forth, thirtyfold, 
and sixtyfold, and a hundredfold.”’ 

And he said, “Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” (Afterward he 
explained the parable to them thus) :— 

“The sower soweth the word. And these are they by the wayside, 
where the word is sown; and when they have heard, straightway cometh 
Satan, and taketh away the word which hath been sown in them. And 
these in like manner are they that are sown upon the rocky places, who, 


FISHERMEN MENDING THEIR NETS ON THE SHORES OF GALILEE 
Photograph by Underwood & Underwood, and used by special permission 


“Tt had probably been a night of storm on the lake. For the toil of the fishermen had 
brought them no draught of fishes, and they stood by the shore, or in the boats drawn up on 
the beach, casting in their nets to wash them of the sand and pebbles with which a night’s 
work would clog them, or to mend what had been torn by the violence of the waves. It 
was a busy scene: for among the many industries of the Lake of Galilee, that of fishing was 
not only the most generally pursued, but perhaps the most remunerative.”’ 
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when they have heard the word, straightway receive it with joy; and they 
have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation 
or persecution ariseth because of the word, straightway they stumble. 
And others are they that are sown among the thorns; these are they that 
have heard the word, and the cares of the world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it 
becometh unfruitful. And those are they that were sown upon the good 
ground; such as hear the word, and accept it; and bear fruit, thirtyfold, 
and sixtyfold, and a hundredfold.”’ 


The Story of the Growing Grain 
And he said, “‘The kingdom of God is as if a man should cast seed upon 
the earth; and should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should 
spring up and grow, he knoweth not how. The earth beareth fruit of 
herself; first the blade, then the ear; then the full corn in the ear. But 
when the fruit is ripe, straightway he putteth forth the sickle, because the 
harvest is come.” 
The Story of the Mustard Seed 


And he said, “‘ How shall we liken the kingdom of God? or in what story 
shall we set it forth? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is 
sown upon the earth, though it be less than all the seeds that are upon the 
earth, yet when it is sown, groweth up, and becometh greater than all the 
herbs, and putteth out great branches; so that the birds of the heaven 
can lodge under the shadow thereof.”’ 


The Story of the Enemy Who Sowed Tares in the Freld 

Another parable set he before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven 
is likened unto a man that sowed good seed in his field: but while men 
slept, his enemy came and sowed tares also among the wheat, and went 
away. But when the blade sprang up and brought forth fruit, then ap- 
peared the tares also. And the servants of the householder came and 
said unto him, ‘Sir, didst thou not sow good seed in thy field? whence 
then hath it tares?’ And he said unto them, ‘An enemy hath done this.’ 
And the servants say unto him, ‘Wilt thou then, that we go and gather 
them up?’ But he saith, ‘Nay; lest haply while ye gather up the tares, 
ye root up the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the har- 
vest: and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather up 
first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them; but gather the 
wheat into my barn.’ ”’ 


The Story of the Treasure Hidden in the Field 


“The kingdom of heaven is like unto a treasure hidden in the field; 
which a man found, and hid; and in his joy he goeth and selleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth that field.” 
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The Story of the Goodly Pearl 


“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a merchant 
seeking goodly pearls: and having found one pearl of great price, he went 
and sold all that he had, and bought it.” 


The Story of the Fish in the Net 


“ Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into 
the sea, and gathered of every kind: which, when it was filled, they drew 
up on the beach; and they sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, 
but the bad they cast away. So shall it be in the end of the world: the 
angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the righteous, 
and shall cast them into the furnace ar fire: there shall be the weeping and 
the gnashing of teeth. 

“Have ye understood all these things?” They say unto him, “Yea.” 
And he said unto them, “‘ Therefore every scribe who hath been made a 
disciple to the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a householder, 
who bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old.” 


The Story of the Enemy Who Sowed Tares Explained 


Then he left the multitudes, and went into the house: and his disciples 
came unto him, saying, ‘Explain unto us the parable of the tares of the 
field.’”’ And he answered and said, “He that soweth the good seed is the Son 
of man; and the field is the world; and the good seed, these are the sons 
of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; and the 
enemy that sowed them is the devil: and the harvest is the end of the 
world; and the reapers are angels. As therefore, the tares are gathered 
up and burned with fire; so shall it be in the end of the world. The Son 
of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom 
all things that cause stumbling, and them that do iniquity, and shall cast 
them into the furnace of fire: there shall be the weeping and the gnashing 
of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. He that hath ears, let him hear.” 


THE TEMPEST 


How the Lord Jesus Stalled the Storm, and Did Miracles by the Sea 

And on that day, when even was come, he saith unto them, “Let us go 
over unto the other side.” 

And leaving the multitude, they took him with them in the boat. And 
other boats were with him. And there arose a great storm of wind, and 
the waves beat into the boat, that the boat was now filling. And he him- 
self was in the stern, asleep on the cushion: and they awake him, and say 
unto him, “ Master, carest thou not that we perish?” 
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And he awoke, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, ‘‘ Peace, 
be still.” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 

And he said unto them, “‘ Why are ye fearful? have ye not yet faith?” 

And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, ‘Who then is 
this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 

And they came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the 
Gerasenes. And when he was come out of the boat, straightway there met 
him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, who had his dwelling 
in the tombs: and no man could bind him, no, not with a chain; because 
he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been 
rent asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: and no man had 
strength to tame him. And always, night and day, in the tombs and in 
the mountains, he was crying out, and cutting himself with stones. 

And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and bowed down to him; and 
crying out with a loud voice, he saith, ‘What have I to do with thee, Jesus, 
thou Son of the Most High God? I adjure thee by God, torment me not.”’ 

For he said unto him, ‘‘ Come forth, thou unclean spirit, out of the man.” 

And he asked him, ‘‘ What is thy name?” 

And he saith unto him, “‘ My name is Legion; for we are many.” 

And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of 
the country. Now there was there on the mountain side a great herd of 
swine feeding. And they besought him, saying, ‘Send us into the swine, 
that we may enter into them.” 

And he gave them leave. And the unclean spirits came out, and entered 
into the swine: and the herd rushed down the steep into the sea, in number 
about two thousand; and they were drowned in the sea. 

And they that fed them fled, and told it in the city, and in the country. 
And they came to see what it was that had come to pass. And they came 
to Jesus, and beheld him who was possessed by demons sitting, clothed 
and in his right mind, even him that had the legion: and they were afraid. 
And they that saw it declared unto them what had happened to him that 
was possessed with demons, and concerning the swine. And they began 
to beseech him to depart from their borders. And as he was entering into 
the boat, he that had been possessed with demons besought him that he 
might be with him. And he suffered him not, but saith unto him, “Go 
to thy house unto thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord 
hath done for thee, and how he had mercy on thee.” 

And he went his way, and began to publish in Decapolis how great 
things Jesus had done for him: and all men marveled. 

And a woman who had been an invalid for twelve years, and had suffered 
many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was 
no better, but rather grew worse, having heard the things concerning 
Jesus, came in the crowd behind, and touched his garment. 
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For she said, “If I touch but his garments, I shall be made whole.” 
And straightway she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 

And straightway Jesus, perceiving in himself that the power proceeding 
from him had gone forth, turned about in the crowd, and said, “Who 
touched my garments?” 

And his disciples said unto him, ‘Thou seest the multitude thronging 
thee, and sayest thou, ‘Who touched me?’ ”’ 

And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. But 
the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what had been done to her, 
came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. 

And he said unto her, “Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go 
in peace, and be whole of thy disease.” 


THE LITTLE GIRL WHO DIED 
How the Lord Jesus Brought to Life Jairus’ Little Daughter 


And when Jesus had crossed over again in the boat unto the other side, 
a great multitude was gathered unto him: and he was by the sea. 

And there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; 
and seeing him, he falleth at his feet, and beseecheth him much, saying, 
“My little daughter is at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay 
thy hand on her, that she may be made whole, and live.”’ 

And he went with him; and a great multitude followed him, and they 
thronged him. 

While he was on the way, they come from the ruler of the synagogue’s 
house, saying, ‘Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master 
any further?”’ 

But Jesus, not heeding the word spoken, saith unto the ruler of the 
synagogue, “‘ Fear not, only believe.” 

And he allowed no man to follow with him, save Peter, and James, and 
John the brother of James. And they come to the house of the ruler of 
the synagogue; and he beholdeth a tumult, and many weeping and wailing 
greatly. 

And when he was entered in, he saith unto them, “Why make ye a 
tumult, and weep? the child is not dead, but sleepeth.” 

And they laughed him to scorn. But he, having put them all forth, 
taketh the father of the child and her mother and them that were with 
him, and goeth in where the child was. And taking the child by the hand, 
he said unto her, “Talitha cumi”; that is, “Little girl, I say unto thee, 
Arise.” 

And straightway the little girl rose up, and walked; for she was twelve 
years old. And they were greatly amazed. And he charged them much 
that no man should know this: and he commanded that something should 
be given her to eat. 


FISHERMEN CASTING THEIR NETS ON LAKE GALILEE 


Photograph copyrighted by Underwood & Underwood, and used by special permission 


These might be the fishing boats of the disciples of Jesus when they put out into the 
lake on a sunny morning. ‘‘The importance of the fishing business is indicated by the 
fact that one of the gates of Jerusalem was called the Fish Gate. There is a tradition that 
not less than 600,000 casks of sardines were every week supplied to the fig dressers of King 
Janneus. 
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THE FEEDING OF THE MULTITUDE 


How the Lord Jesus Invited the Multitude to a Supper, and How, Having 
Won Great Fame, the People Would Have Made Him King, 
but He Refused 


And the apostles gathered about Jesus; and they told him all things, 
whatsoever they had done, and whatsoever they had taught. 

And he saith unto them, “‘Come ye apart into a desert place, and rest 
awhile.” 

For there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so 
much as toeat. And they went away in the boat toa desert place. And 
the people saw them going, and many knew them, and they ran there 
together on foot from all the cities, and arrived before them. 

And he came forth and saw a great multitude, and he had compassion 
on them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began 
to teach them many things. And when the day was now far spent, his 
disciples came unto him, and said, “‘The place is desert, and the day is 
now far spent: send them away, that they may go into the country and 
villages round about, and buy themselves something to eat.” 

But he answered and said unto them, “Give ye them to eat.” 

And they say unto him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth 
of bread, and give them to eat?” 

And he saith unto them, ‘‘ How many loaves have ye? go and see.” 

One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said unto him, 
“There is a lad here, who has five barley loaves, and two fishes: but what 
are these among so many?” 

And he commanded them that all should sit down by companies upon 
the green grass. And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. 
And he took the five loaves and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, 
he blessed, and broke the loaves; and he gave to the disciples to set before 
them; and the two fishes divided he among them all. And they all ate, 
and were filled. And they took up broken pieces, twelve basketfuls, and 
also of the fishes. And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men. 

And straightway he told his disciples to enter into the boat, and to go 
before him unto the other side to Bethsaida, while he himself sent the 
multitude away. But when the people saw the sign which he did, they 
said, ‘This is of a truth the prophet that cometh into the world.” 

Jesus therefore perceiving that they were about to come and take him 
by force, to make him king, withdrew into the mountain himself alone. 

And when even was come, the boat in which his disciples had embarked 
was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land. And seeing them 
distressed in rowing, for the wind was against them, about the fourth 
watch of the night he came unto them, walking on the sea; and he would 
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have passed by them: but they, when they saw him walking on the sea, 
supposed that it was a ghost, and cried out: for they all saw him, and were 
troubled. 

But he straightway spoke with them, and said unto them, “Be of good 
cheer: it is I; be not afraid.” 

And he went into the boat with them; and the wind ceased: and they 
were sore amazed. 

fe 


Gow, while Ge was still teaching and healing, many began 
to turn against Him, and fir, seeing that He must suffer 
in saue the people, took up the journey to the cross 


PERSONS OF THE STORY 


The LORD JESUS. Lazarus. 

The Disciples. Mary. 

A man born blind. Martha. 

A woman who was a sinner. Zaccheeus. 

Bartimeus. A Syro-Pheenician woman and her daughter. 


Scribes, Pharisees, lawyers, afflicted people, little children, priests, officers. 
PLACES OF THE STORY 


The Sea of Galilee. Caesarea Philippi. ; 
A rich man’s feast. The “Mount of Transfiguration.” 
The country to the north of Gallee. Bethany. 


JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST 


How the Heroic Friend of Jesus Was Basely Murdered, and How the Two 
Men Had Loved Each Other 


(Before Jesus began his preaching, a man named John had begun to tell the people that 
God would soon send them a great prophet. He himself seemed to the people to be like 
one of the old prophets. His dress and his way of living were simple, and he spoke as 
though God were speaking through him. How he preached, and how he baptized Jesus, 
telling his disciples that this was the man of whose coming he had been speaking, has all been 
told in a previous chapter. After the baptism John watched the career of Jesus with great 
interest. Before long John was seized and cast into prison. He became despondent, and 
began to doubt if Jesus was indeed the one of whom he was sent to tell. He sent messengers 
to Jesus, and Jesus sent back a comforting and reassuring message to the prisoner. Jesus 
loved John and spoke in the highest terms of his work and character. This chapter tells 
of the relations between the two men after Jesus’ baptism, and how John met at last a 
shameful death.) 


John Acknowledges the Leadership of Jesus 


After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judza; 
and there he tarried with them, and baptized. And John also was bap- 
tizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there: and they 
came, and were baptized. For John was not yet cast into prison. 

There arose therefore a questioning on the part of John’s disciples 
with a Jew about purifying. And they came unto John, and said to him, 
“Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou hast borne 
witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him.” 
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John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing, except it have 
been given him from heaven. Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 
‘I am not the Christ, but, that I am sent before him.’ He that hath the 
bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, who standeth 
and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: 
this my joy therefore is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease.” 


Imprisoned, John Begins to Lose Faith 


For a time he continued to preach good tidings unto the people; but 
Herod, being reproved by him for Herodias his brother’s wife, and for all 
the evil things which Herod had done, added yet this above all, that he 
shut up John in prison. 

And the disciples of John told him in prison of the works of Jesus. And 
John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to the Lord, saying, 
“Art thou he that cometh. or look we for another?”’ 

And when the men were come unto him, they said, “John the Baptist 
hath sent us unto thee, saying, ‘Art thou he that cometh, or look we for 
another?’ ”’ 

In that hour, he cured many of diseases and plagues and evil spirits; 
and on many that were blind he bestowed sight. And he answered and 
said unto them, “‘Go, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; 
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good tidings preached 
to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall find no occasion of stumbling 
in me.” 

Jesus Speaks of the Greatness of John 


And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to say unto 
the multitudes concerning John, ‘‘What went ye out into the wilderness 
to behold? a reed shaken with the wind? But what went ye out to see? 
aman clothed in soft raiment? Behold, those who are gorgeously 
appareled, and live luxuriously, are in kings’ houses. But what went ye 
out to see? a prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a 
prophet. This is he of whom it is written,— 


‘Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 
Who shall prepare thy way before thee.’ 


“T say unto you, Among those who are born of women there is none 
greater than John: yet he that is but little in the kingdom of God is greater 
than he.” 

““Whereunto then shall I liken the men of this generation, and to what 
are they like? They are like unto children who sit in the marketplace, 
and call one to another; who say, ‘We piped unto you, and ye did not 
dance; we wailed, and ye did not weep.’ For John the Baptist is come 
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eating no bread nor drinking wine; and ye say, ‘He hath a demon.’ The 
Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous 
man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners!’ And wisdom 
is justified of all her children.” 


The Cruel Murder of John 


When a convenient day was come, Herod on his birthday made a supper 
to his lords, and the high captains, and the chief men of Galilee; and when 
the daughter of Herodias herself came in and danced, she pleased Herod 
and those who sat at meat with him; and the king said unto the maiden, 
“Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee.” 

And he swore unto her, “‘ Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give 
it thee, unto the half of my kingdom.” 

And she went out, and said unto her mother, “ What shall I ask?” 

And she said, ‘‘The head of John the Baptist.” 

And she came in straightway with haste unto the king, and asked, 
saying, ‘“‘I wish that thou forthwith give me in a platter the head of John 
the Baptist.” 

And the king was exceeding sorry; but for the sake of his promises, and 
of those who sat and feasted with him, he would not reject her. And 
straightway the king sent forth a soldier of his guard, and commanded to 
bring the head of John: and he went and beheaded him in the prison, and 
brought his head in a platter, and gave it to the maiden; and the maiden 
gave it to her mother. And when his disciples heard thereof, they came 
and took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb. 


THE BEGINNING OF THE END 


How the Lord Jesus Tried to Turn the Minds of the People to Things Higher 
Than Crowns and Kingdoms, and How They Could Not Understand 


When the Lord Jesus disappeared from the multitude, after he had fed 
them by the sea, they sought for him, and not finding him, they themselves 
got into the boats, and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. And when 
they found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, ‘‘ Rabbi, 
when camest thou hither?” 

Jesus answered them and said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek 
me, not because ye saw signs, but because ye ate of the loaves, and were 
filled. Work not for the food which perisheth, but for the food which 
abideth unto eternal life, which the Son of man shall give unto you.” 

They said therefore unto him, “What must we do, that we may work 
the works of God?” 

Jesus answered and said unto them, “This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on him whom he hath sent.” 
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They said therefore unto him, “What then doest thou for a sign, that 
we may see, and believe thee? what workest thou? Our fathers ate the 
manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread out of 
heaven to eat.’”’ 

Jesus therefore said unto them, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, It was 
not Moses who gave you the bread out of heaven; but my Father giveth 
you the true bread out of heaven. For the bread of God is he who cometh 
down out of heaven, and giveth life unto the world.” 

They said therefore unto him, “Lord, evermore give us this bread.” 

Jesus said unto them, ‘I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me 
shall not hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. But 
I said unto you, that ye have seen me, and yet believe not. All that which 
the Father giveth me shall come unto me; and him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out. For I am come down from heaven, not to do 
mine own will, but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of 
him who sent me, that of all those whom he hath given me I should lose 
none, but should raise them up at the last day. For this is the will of my 
Father, that every one who beholdeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
should have eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.” 

The Jews therefore murmured concerning him, because he said, ‘‘I am 
the bread which came down out of heaven.” 

And they said, “‘Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and 
mother we know? how doth he now say, ‘I am come down out of heaven’?”’ 

Jesus answered and said unto them, “Murmur not among yourselves. 
No man can come to me, except the Father who sent me draw him: and 
I will raise him up in the last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And they 
shall all be taught of God.’ Every one that hath heard from the Father, 
and hath learned, cometh unto me. Not that any man hath seen the 
Father, save he which is from God, he hath seen the Father. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He that believeth hath eternal life. I am the bread 
of life. Your fathers did eat the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 
This is the bread which cometh down out of heaven, that a man may eat 
thereof, and not die. JI am the living bread which came down out of 
heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever: yea, and the 
bread which I will give is my flesh, for the life of the world.” 

Many therefore of his disciples, when they heard this, said, “This is 
a hard saying; who can hear it?”’ 

But Jesus knowing in himself that his disciples murmured at this, said 
unto them, “Doth this cause you to stumble? What then if ye should 
behold the Son of man ascending where he was before? It is the spirit 
that giveth life; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I have spoken 
unto you are spirit, and are life. But there are some of you who believe 


not.” 
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For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, 
and who it was who should betray him. 

And he said, “For this cause have I said unto you, that no man can 
come unto me, except it be given unto him of the Father.” 

Upon this many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with 
him. Jesus said therefore unto the twelve, ‘“‘ Would ye also go away?” 
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the 
words of eternal life. And we have believed and know that thou art the 
Holy One of God.” 


THE ENEMIES OF JESUS 


How the Leaders of the People Had Already Begun to Turn Against the 
Lord Jesus and to Dispute His Teaching 


Conflict About the Sabbath 


There was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in 
Hebrew Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a multitude of those 
who were sick, blind, lame, withered. And a certain man was there, who 
had been thirty-eight years in his infirmity. When Jesus saw him lying, 
and knew that he had been ill a long time, he saith unto him, “‘ Wouldest 
thou be made whole?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no 
man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am 
coming, another steppeth down before me.” 

Jesus saith unto him, “Arise, take up thy bed, and walk.” And 
straightway the man was made whole, and took up his bed and walked. 

Now it was the Sabbath on that day. So the Jews said unto him who 
was cured, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for thee to take up thy 
bed.” 

But he answered them, “‘He that made me whole, the same said unto 
me, “lake up thy bed, and walk.’”’ 

They asked him, “Who is the man that said unto thee, ‘Take up thy 
bed, and walk’?”’ 

But he that was healed knew not who it was: for Jesus had gone away, 
a multitude being in the place. 

Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, “Behold, 
thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing befall thee.” 

The man went away, and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made 
him whole. And for this cause did the Jews persecute Jesus, because he 
did these things on the Sabbath. But Jesus answered them, ‘‘ My Father 
worketh even until now, and I work.” 

For this cause therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because 
he not only broke the Sabbath, but also called God his own Father, 
making himself equal with God. 
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At another time he was going on the Sabbath day through the cornfields; 
and his disciples began, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn. And the 
Pharisees said unto him, ‘Behold, why do they on the Sabbath day that 
which is not lawful?”’ 

And he said unto them, “Did ye never read what David did, when he 
had need, and was hungry, he, and those who were with him? How he 
entered into the house of God when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the 
showbread, which it is not lawful to eat save for the priests, and gave also 
to those who were with him?”’ 

And he said unto them, ‘‘The Sabbath was made for man, and not man 
for the Sabbath: so that the Son of man is lord even of the Sabbath.” 

And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a man there 
who had his hand withered. And they watched him, whether he would 
heal him on the Sabbath day; that they might accuse him. And he saith 
unto the man who had his hand withered, “‘Stand forth.” 

And he saith unto them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath day to do good, 
or to do harm? to save a life, or to kill?” 

But they held their peace. And when he had looked round about on 
them with anger, being grieved at their hard-heartedness, he said to the 
man, “Stretch forth thy hand.” And he stretched it forth: and his hand 
was restored. 

And the Pharisees went out, and straightway with the Herodians took 
counsel against him, how they might destroy him. 


Conflict About the Treatment of Sinful People 


And one of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him. And he entered 
into the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 

And behold, a woman who was in the city, a sinner, when she knew that 
he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster cruse of oint- 
ment, and standing behind at his feet, weeping, began to wet his feet with 
her tears, and wipe them with the hair of her head, and kissed his feet, 
and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had 
invited him saw it, he spoke within himself, saying, ‘This man, if he were 
a prophet, would have perceived who and what manner of woman this is 
who toucheth him, that she is a sinner.” 

And Jesus answering said unto him, “Simon, I have something to say 
unto thee.”’ 

And he saith, ‘‘ Master, say on.” 

Jesus said, “‘A certain lender had two debtors: the one owed five 
hundred pence, and the other fifty. When they had nothing with which to 
pay, he forgave them both. Which of them therefore will love him most?” 

Simon answered and said, ‘‘He, I suppose, to whom he forgave the 


most.’ 
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And he said unto him, ‘‘Thou hast rightly judged.” 

And turning to the woman, he said unto Simon, ‘‘Seest thou this woman? 
I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she 
hath wet my feet with her tears, and wiped them with her hair. Thou 
gavest me no kiss: but she, since the time I came in, hath not ceased to 
kiss my feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but she hath 
anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, 
which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little 
is forgiven, the same loveth little.” 

And he said unto her, “‘Thy sins are forgiven.” 

And they that were at the feast with him began to say within themselves, 
“Who is this who even forgiveth sins?” 

And he said unto the woman, “‘Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.”’ 


Conflict About the Wonderful Deeds of Jesus 


There was brought unto him one possessed with a demon, blind and 
dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the dumb man spoke and saw. 
And all the multitude were amazed, and said, “‘Is this the son of David?”’ 

3ut when the Pharisees heard it, they said, ‘‘This man doth not cast out 
demons but by Beelzebub the prince of the demons.” 

And knowing their thoughts he said unto them, ‘“‘ Every kingdom divided 
against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided 
against itself shall not stand: and if Satan casteth out Satan, he is divided 
against himself; how then shall his kingdom stand? And if I by Beelzebub 
cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast them out? therefore shall they 
be your judges. But if I by the Spirit of God cast out demons, then is the 
kingdom of God come upon you.” 


A LONG JOURNEY 


How the Lord Jesus Traveled to the North to Be Alone with His Disciples, 
and How the People Still Thronged Him 


And Jesus went out thence, and withdrew into the parts of Tyre and 
Sidon. 

And he entered into a house, and would have no one know it: but he 
could not be hid. Soon a woman, whose little daughter had an unclean 
spirit, having heard of him, came and fell down at his feet. Now the 
woman was a Greek, a Syropheenician by race. And she besought him 
that he would cast forth the demon out of her daughter. 

And he said unto her, ‘Let the children first be filled: for it is not 
fitting to take the children’s bread and cast it to the dogs.” 

But she answered and saith unto him, ‘‘ Yea, Lord: even the little dogs 
under the table eat of the children’s crumbs.” 
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And he said unto her, “For this saying go thy way; the demon is gone 
out of thy daughter.” 

And she went away unto her house, and found the child laid upon the 
bed, and the demon gone out. 

And again he went out from the borders of Tyre, and came through 
Sidon to the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the borders of Decapolis. 
And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in 
his speech; and they beseech him to lay his hand upon him. And he 
took him aside from the multitude privately, and put his fingers into his 
ears, and he spat, and touched his tongue; and looking up to heaven, he 
sighed, and saith unto him, “‘Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.’’ And 
his ears were opened, and the bond of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke 
plainly. 

And he charged them that they should tell no man: but the more he 
charged them, so much the more a great deal they published it. And 
they were beyond measure astonished, saying, ‘He hath done all things 
well: he maketh even the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.” 

In those days, when there was again a great multitude, and they had 
nothing to eat, he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, “I 
have compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me now 
three days, and have nothing to eat: and if I send them away fasting to 
their home, they will faint in the way; and some of them are come from 
Tare 

And his disciples answered him, “‘ Whence shall one be able to fill these 
men with bread here in a desert place?” 

And he asked them, ‘‘ How many loaves have ye?” 

And they said, “‘Seven.” 

And he commandeth the multitude to sit down on the ground: and he 
took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke the bread, and 
gave to his disciples, to set before them; and they set them before the 
multitude. 

And they had a few small fishes: and having blessed them, he com- 
manded to set these also before them. And they ate, and were filled: 
and they took up, of broken pieces that remained over, seven baskets. 
And they were about four thousand: and he sent them away. And 
straightway he entered into the boat with his disciples, and came into 
the parts of Dalmanutha. 

And the Pharisees came forth, and began to question with him, seeking 
of him a sign from heaven, trying him. And he sighed deeply in his spirit, 
and saith, ‘‘Why doth this generation seek a sign? verily I say unto you, 
There shall no sign be given unto this generation.” And he left them, 
and again entering into the boat departed to the other side. 

And they forgot to take bread; and they had not in the boat with them 
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more than one loaf. And he charged them, saying, “Take heed, beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” 

And they reasoned one with another, saying, “It is because we have 
no bread.” And Jesus perceiving it saith unto them, “Why reason ye, 
because ye have no bread? do ye not yet perceive, neither understand? 
have ye your heart hardened? Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, 
hear ye not? and do ye not remember? When I broke the five loaves 
among the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces took ye | 
up?” 

They say unto him, “Twelve.” 

‘And when the seven among the four thousand, how many baskets full 
of broken pieces took ye up?” 

And they say unto him, ‘‘Seven.” 

And he said unto them, “Do ye not yet understand?” 

Then understood they that he bade them not to beware of the leaven 
of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

And they come unto Bethsaida. And they bring to him a blind man, 
and beseech him to touch him. And he took hold of the blind man by the 
hand, and brought him out of the village; and when he had spit on his eyes, 
and laid his hands upon him, he asked him, “‘Seest thou aught?” 

And he looked up, and said, “I see men; but I behold them as trees, 
walking.” 

Then again he laid his hands upon his eyes; and he looked steadfastly, 
and was restored, and saw all things clearly. And he sent him away to his 
home, saying, “‘ Do not even enter into the village.”’ 


THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 


How the Lord Jesus Spoke Sad News to His Disciples 


And Jesus went forth with his disciples, into the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi: and on the way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, ‘“‘ Who 
do men say that I am?” 

And they told him, saying, “John the Baptist: and others, Elijah; but 
others, One of the prophets.” 

And he asked them, “But who say ye that I am?” 

Peter answereth and saith unto him, “Thou art the Christ.” 

And he charged them that they should tell no man of him. And he 
began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and 
be rejected by the elders, and the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise again. And he spoke the saying openly. 
And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. But he turning about, 
and seeing his disciples, rebuked Peter, and saith, “Get thee behind me, 
Satan: for thou mindest not the things of God, but the things of men.” 


NAZARETH 
From a photograph owned by the Palestine Exploration Fund and used by kind permission 


The village of Nazareth hes on the most southern of the ranges of lower Galilee, and 
on the edge of this just above the Plain of Esdraelon. You cannot see from Nazareth the 
surrounding country, for Nazareth rests in a basin among the hills; but the moment you 
climb to the edge of this basin within the limit of the village boys’ playground, what a view 
you have! Esdraelon lies before you with its twenty battlefields—the scene of Barak’s and 
of Gideon’s victories, the scenes of Saul’s and Josiah’s defeats, the scenes of the struggle 
for freedom in the glorious days of the Maccabees. There is Naboth’s vineyard and the 
place of Jehu’s revenge upon Jezebel: there Shunem and the house of Elisha: there Carmel 
and the place of Elijah’s sacrifice. To the east is the valley of Jordan, with the long range 
of Gilead, to the west the radiance of the Great Sea, with the ships of Tarshish and the 
promise of the Isles. You see thirty miles in three directions. It is a map of Old Testa- 
ment history.—Smith. 
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And he called unto him the multitude with his disciples, and said unto 
them, “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever would save his life shall lose it; 
and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s shall gave it. 
For what doth it profit a man, to gain the whole world, and lose his life? 
For what should a man give in exchange for his life? For whosoever shall 
be ashamed of me and of my words in this sinful generation, the Son of 
man also shall be ashamed of him, when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels.” And he said unto them, “Verily I say unto 
you, There are some here of them that stand by, who shall in no wise taste 
death, till they see the kingdom of God come with power.” 

And they went forth from thence, and passed through Galilee; and he 
would not that any man should know it. For he taught his disciples, and 
said unto them, “The Son of man is delivered up into the hands of men, 
and they shall kill him; and when he is killed, after three days he shall 
rise again.” 

But they understood not the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 

Sometime later Jesus again tried to make them understand. Then 
they were going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus was going before them: and 
they were amazed; and they that followed were afraid. And he took 
again the twelve, and began to tell them the things that were to happen 
unto him, saying, “‘Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man 
shall be delivered unto the chief priests and the scribes; and they shall con- 
demn him to death, and shall deliver him unto the Gentiles: and they 
shall mock him, and shall spit upon him, and shall scourge him, and shall 
kill him; and after three days he shall rise again.” 


THE TRANSFIGURATION 


How the Disciples Caught a Vision of the Lord Jesus’ Glory and How They 
Were Afterward Taught a Lesson in Faith and Service 


Soon after he spoke of what he must suffer Jesus took with him Peter, 
and James, and John, and brought them up into a high mountain apart by 
themselves: and he was transfigured before them: and his garments 
became shining, exceeding white; so as no fuller on earth can whiten them. 
And there appeared unto them Elijah with Moses: and they were talking 
with Jesus. 

And Peter saith to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here: and let 
us make three lodging places; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” For he knew not what to answer; for they became greatly 
afraid. 

And there came a cloud overshadowing them; and there came a voice 
out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son: hear ye him.”’ And suddenly 
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looking round about, they saw no one any more, save Jesus only with 
themselves. 

And as they were coming down from the mountain, he charged them 
that they should tell no man what things they had seen, until the Son of 
man should have risen again from the dead. And they kept the saying, 
questioning among themselves what the rising again from the dead might 
mean. 

After the Vision, Service 

And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great multitude about 
them, and scribes questioning with them. And straightway all the mul- 
titude, when they saw him, were greatly amazed, and running to him 
saluted him. And he asked them, ‘‘What question ye with them?” And 
one of the multitude answered him, ‘‘ Master, I brought unto thee my son, 
who hath a dumb spirit; and wheresoever it taketh him, it dasheth him 
down: and he foameth, and grindeth his teeth and pineth away: and I 
spoke to thy disciples that they should cast it out; and they were not 
able.” 

And he answereth them and saith, “O faithless generation, how long 
shall I be with you? how long shall I bear with you? bring him unto 
me.” 

And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, at once the 
spirit tore him grievously; and he fell on the ground and wallowed, 
foaming. And he asked his father, ‘‘ How long is it since this hath come 
unto him?”’ 

And he said, “From a child. And ofttimes it hath cast him both into 
the fire and into the water, to destroy him: but if thou canst do anything, 
have compassion on us, and help us.” 

And Jesus said unto him, “If thou canst! All things are possible to him 
that believeth.” 

Straightway the father of the child cried out, and said, ‘“‘I believe; help 
thou mine unbelief.’’ 

And when Jesus saw that a multitude came running together, he re- 
buked the unclean spirit, saying unto him, ‘“‘Thou dumb and deaf spirit, 
I command thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him.” And 
having cried out, and torn him much, the demon came out: and the child 
became as one dead; insomuch that most said, “He is dead.”” But Jesus 
took him by the hand, and raised him up; and he arose. 

And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, 
saying, “ How is it that we could not cast it out?’ 

And he said unto them, “This kind can come out by nothing, save by 
prayer.” 
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TEACHING THE DISCIPLES 


How the Lord Jesus Spoke of Humility and of Forgiveness 


And there come near unto him James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
saying unto him, “‘ Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us what- 
soever we shall ask of thee.” 

And he said unto them, “What would ye that I should do for you?” 
And they said unto him, “Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right 
hand, and one on thy left hand, in thy glory.” 

But Jesus said unto them, ‘Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to 
drink the cup that I drink? or to be baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with?” 

And they said unto him, “ We are able.” 

And Jesus said unto them, “The cup that I drink ye shall drink; and 
with the baptism with which I am baptized shall ye be baptized: but to 
sit on my right hand or on my left hand is not mine to give: but it is for 
those for whom it hath been prepared.” 

And when the ten heard it, they began to be moved with indignation 
concerning James and John. 

And Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, “‘ Ye know that they 
who rule over the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great ones exercise 
authority over them. But it is not so among you: but whosoever would 
become great among you, shall be your minister: and whosoever would be 
first among you, shall be servant of all. For verily the Son of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many.” 

The Story of the Ungrateful Servant 


At another time came Peter, and said to him, ‘Lord, how often shall 
my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? until seven times?” 

Jesus saith unto him, “I say not unto thee, Until seven times; but, 
Until seventy times seven. 

“Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, who 
would make an accounting with his servants. And when he had begun to 
reckon, one was brought unto him, who owed him ten thousand talents. 
But because he had nothing with which to pay, his lord commanded him 
to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment 
to be made. The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Lord, 
have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.’ And the lord of that 
servant, being moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the 
debt. But that servant went out, and found one of his fellow-servants, 
who owed him a hundred pence: and he laid hold of him, and took him by 
the throat, saying, ‘Pay what thou owest.’ 

“So his fellow-servant fell down and besought him, saying, ‘Have 
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patience with me, and I will pay thee.’ And he would not: but went and 
cast him into prison, till he should pay that which was due. So when his 
fellow-servants saw what was done, they were exceeding sorry, and came 
and told unto their lord all that was done. Then his lord called him unto 
him, and saith to him, ‘Thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, 
because thou besoughtest me: shouldest not thou also have had mercy on 
thy fellow-servant, even as I had mercy on thee?’ And _ his lord was 
wroth, and delivered him to the torturers, till he should pay all that was 
due. So shall also my heavenly Father do unto you, if ye forgive not 
every one his brother from your hearts.” 


JESUS AND LITTLE CHILDREN 


How the Lord Jesus Spoke of Little Children, and How He Gave 
Them His Blessing. 


The disciples came unto Jesus, saying, ‘‘Who then is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” 

And he called to him a little child, and set him in the midst of them, and 
said, “‘ Verily I say unto you, Except ye turn, and become as little children, 
ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever there- 
fore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive one such little child in my 
name receiveth me: but whoso shall cause one of these little ones who 
believe on me to stumble, it would be better for him if a great millstone 
should be hanged about his neck, and he were sunk in the depth of the sea. 

“See that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, 
that in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father who 
is in heaven. How think ye? if any man have a hundred sheep, and one 
of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and go unto 
the mountains, and seek that which goeth astray? And if so be that he 
find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth over it more than over the 
ninety and nine which have not gone astray. Even so it is not the will 
of your Father who is in heaven, that one of these little ones should 
perish.” 

And they brought unto him little children, that he should touch them: 
and the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was moved 
with indignation, and said unto them,— 


“Suffer the little children to come unto me; forbid them not: for of such 
ts the kingdom of heaben.’”’ 


“Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child, he shall in no wise enter therein.”” And he took them 
in his arms, and blessed them, laying his hands upon them. 
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JESUS AT JERUSALEM 


How the Lord Jesus Visited Jerusalem at the Feast of Tabernacles, 
and How He Taught of Light and Freedom 


And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in 
Judea, because the Jews sought to kill him. Now the feast of the Jews, 
the feast of tabernacles, was at hand. His brethren therefore said unto 
him, “Depart hence, and go into Judea, that thy disciples also may behold 
thy works which thou doest. For no man doeth anything in secret, and 
himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou doest these things, manifest 
thyself to the world.”’ For even his brethren did not believe on him. 

Jesus therefore saith unto them, “My hour is not yet come; but your 
time is always ready. The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, 
because I testify of it, that its works are evil. Go ye up to the feast: I go 
not up yet to this feast; because my time is not yet fulfilled.”’ 

And having said these things to them, he remained still in Galilee. 


Jesus Goes Secretly to Jerusalem 


But when his brethren were gone up to the feast, then went he also up, 
not publicly, but in secret. The Jews therefore sought him at the feast, 
and said, “Where is he?” And there was much discussion among the 
multitudes concerning him: some said, “‘ He is a good man’”’; others said, 
“Not so, but he leadeth the multitude astray.’”’ Howbeit no man spoke 
openly of him for fear of the Jews. 

But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the 
temple, and taught. The Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How know- 
eth this man letters, having never learned?”’ Jesus therefore answered 
them, and said, ‘‘ My teaching is not mine, but his that sent me. If any 
man willeth to do his will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it be of 
God, or whether I speak from myself. He that speaketh from himself 
seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh the glory of him that sent him, 
the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him.” 

Some therefore of them of Jerusalem said, ‘“‘Is not this he whom they 
seek to kill? And lo, he speaketh openly, and they say nothing unto him. 
Can it be that the rulers indeed know that this is the Christ? Howbeit 
we know this man whence he is: but when the Christ cometh, no one 
- knoweth whence he is.”’ 

Jesus therefore spoke in the temple, teaching and saying, “Ye both 
know me, and know whence I am; and I am not come of myself, but he 
that sent me is true, whom ye know not. I know him; because I am 
from him, and he sent me.” 

They sought therefore to take him: but no man laid his hand on him, 
because hig hour was not yet come. But of the multitude many believed 
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on him; and they said, “When the Christ shall come, will he do more 
signs than those which this man hath done?”’ 

The Pharisees heard the multitude murmuring these things concerning 
him; and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers to take him. 
Jesus therefore said, “Yet a little while am I with you, and I go unto him 
that sent me. Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, 
ye cannot come.” 

“Ts this the Christ?”’ 

Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 
saying, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that 
believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, from within him shall flow 
rivers of living water.” 

Some of the multitude therefore, when they heard these words, said, 
“This is of a truth the prophet.” Others said, ‘This is the Christ.” 
But some said, ‘What, doth the Christ come out of Galilee? Hath not 
the scripture said that the Christ cometh of the line of David, and from 
Bethlehem, the village where David was?” So there arose a division in 
the multitude because of him. And some of them would have taken him; 
but no man laid hands on him. 

The officers therefore came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they 
said unto them, ‘‘Why did ye not bring him?” The officers answered, 
“Never man so spoke.”’ 

The Pharisees therefore answered them, ‘‘Are ye also led astray? 
Hath any of the rulers believed on him, or of the Pharisees? But this 
multitude which knoweth not the law are accursed.” 

Nicodemus saith unto them, “‘Doth our law judge a man, except it 
first hear from himself and know what he doeth?”’ 

They answered and said unto him, ‘Art thou also of Galilee? Search, 
and see that out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.”’ 

Again therefore Jesus spoke unto them, saying, ‘‘I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life.” 

The Pharisees therefore said unto him, “Thou bearest witness of thyself; 
thy witness is not true.” 

Jesus answered and said unto them, “Even if I bear witness of myself, 
my witness is true; for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye 
know not whence I come, or whither I go. Ye judge after the flesh; 
I judge noman. Yea and if I judge, my judgment is true; for I am not 
alone, but I and the Father that sent me. Yea and in your law it is 
written, that the witness of two men is true. Iam he that beareth witness 
of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witness of me.” 

They said therefore unto him, “Where is thy Father?” 

Jesus answered, ‘Ye know neither me, nor my Father: if ye knew me, 
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ye would know my Father also.” These words spoke he in the treasury, 
as he taught in the temple: and no man took him; because his hour was 
not yet come. 

“The Truth Shall Make You Free’ 


Jesus therefore said to those Jews which had believed him, “If ye abide 
in my word, then are ye truly my disciples; and ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free.” 

They answered unto him, “We are Abraham’s children, and have never 
yet been in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, ‘Ye shall be made 
free’?”’ 

Jesus answered them, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Every one that 
committeth sin is the bondservant of sin. And the bondservant abideth 
not in the house for ever: the son abideth for ever. If therefore the Son 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. I know that ye are Abraham’s 
children; yet ye seek to kill me, because my word hath not free course in 
you. I speak the things which I have seen with my Father: and ye also 
do the things which ye heard from your father.”’ 

They answered and said unto him, ‘Our father is Abraham.” 

Jesus saith unto them, “If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do 
the works of Abraham. But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath 
told you the truth, which I heard from God: this did not Abraham. Ye 
do the works of your father.” 

They said unto him, “We have one Father, even God.” 

Jesus said unto them, “‘If God were your Father, ye would love me: 
for I came forth and am come from God; for neither have I come of 
myself, but he sent me. Why do ye not understand my speech? Even 
because ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father the devil, and 
the evil desires of your father it is your will to do. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and stood not in the truth, because there is no truth 
in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, 
and the father thereof. But because I say the truth, ye believe me not. 
Which of you convicteth me of sin? If I say truth, why do ye not believe 
me? He that is of God heareth the words of God: for this cause ye hear 
them not, because ye are not of God.” 

The Jews answered and said unto him “Say we not well that thou art 
a Samaritan, and hast a demon?”’ 

Jesus answered, ‘‘I have not a demon; but I honor my Father, and ye 
dishonor me. But I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh 
and judgeth. Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my word he 
shall never see death.” 

The Jews said unto him, “Now we know that thou hast a demon. 
Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, ‘If a man keep my 
word, he shall never taste of death.’ Art thou greater than our father 
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Abraham, who is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom makest thou 
thyself?”’ 

Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing: it is my Father 
that glorifieth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God; and ye have 
not known him: but I know him; and if I should say, I know him not, I shall 
be like unto you, a liar: but I know him, and keep his word. Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; and he saw it, and was glad.” 

The Jews therefore said unto him, ‘‘Thou art not yet fifty years old, and 
hast thou seen Abraham?”’ 

Jesus said unto them, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham 
was, I am.” 

They took up stones therefore to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, 
and went out of the temple. 


AT THE FEAST OF THE DEDICATION 


How the Lord Jesus Visited Jerusalem Yet Again, How He Restored Sight 
to the Blind, and How He Taught of the Good Shepherd 


At the feast of the dedication in the winter season, Jesus came again 
to Jerusalem. And as he passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. 
And his disciples asked him, saying, ‘‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man, or 
his parents, that he should be born blind?” 

Jesus answered, ‘‘ Neither did this man sin, nor his parents: but this 
happened that the works of God should be made manifest in him. I must 
work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, 
when no man can work. When I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 

When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the 
spittle, and anointed his eyes with the clay, and said unto him, ‘‘Go, wash 
in the pool of Siloam.” 

He went away therefore, and washed, and came seeing. The neighbors 
therefore, and they which saw him before, and knew him as a beggar, said, 
“Ts not this he that sat and begged?”’ 

Some said, “It is he’: others said, ‘No, but he is like him.” 

He said, ‘‘I dm he.” 

They said therefore unto him, ‘‘How then were thine eyes opened?”’ 

He answered, “The man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed 
mine eyes, and said unto me, ‘Go to Siloam, and wash’: so I went away 
and washed, and I received sight.” 

And they said unto him, ‘‘ Where is he?” 

He saith, “‘I know not.” 

They brought to the Pharisees him that before was blind. Now it was 
the Sabbath on the day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. 
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Again therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he received his sight. 
And he said unto them, “He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and 
see.”’ 

Some therefore of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, 
because he keepeth not the Sabbath.” 

But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” 

And there was a division among them. They said therefore unto the 
blind man again, ‘‘ What sayest thou of him, now that he has opened thine 
eyes?”’ 

And he said, “He is a prophet.” 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind, and had received his 
sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his sight, and 
asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? how 
then doth he now see?”’ 

His parents answered and said, “‘ We know that this is our son, and that 
he was born blind: but how he now seeth, we know not; or who opened 
his eyes, we know not; ask him; he is of age; he shall speak for himself.” 

These things said his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the 
Jews had agreed already, that if any man should confess Jesus to be Christ, 
he should be put out of the synagogue. Therefore said his parents, “‘He is 
of age; ask him.” So they called a second time the man that was blind, 
and said unto him, “Give glory to God: we know that this man is a sinner.” 

He therefore answered, “‘ Whether he is a sinner, I know not: one thing 
I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.” 

They said therefore unto him, “‘What did he to thee? how opened he 
thine eyes?”’ 

He answered them, ‘‘I told you even now, and ye did not hear: where- 
fore would ye hear it again? would ye also become his disciples?” 

And they reviled him, and said, “‘Thou art his disciple; but we are 
disciples of Moses. We know that God hath spoken unto Moses: but 
as for this man, we know not whence he is.” 

The man answered and said unto them, “Why, herein is the marvel, 
that ye know not whence he is, and yet he opened mine eyes. We know 
that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshiper of God, and 
do his will, him he heareth. Since the world began it was never heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not 
from God, he could do nothing.”’ 

They answered and said unto him, “Thou wast altogether born in sins, 
and dost thou teach us?”’ And they cast him out. 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and finding him, he said, “ Dost 
thou believe on the Son of God?” 

He answered and said, “‘And who is he, Lord, that I may believe on 


him?” 
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Jesus said unto him, “Thou hast both seen him, and he isis» that 
speaketh with thee.” 

And he said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 

And Jesus said, “For judgment came I into this world, that they which 
see not may see; and that they which see may become blind.” 

Those of the Pharisees which were with him heard these things, and 
said unto him, ‘Are we also blind?” 

Jesus said unto them, ‘If ye were blind, ye would have no sin: but now 
ye say, ‘We see’: your sin remaineth.’’ Jesus then told them of— 


The Good Shepherd and the Sheep 


“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that entereth not by the door into 
the fold of the sheep, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief 
and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and 
he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. When he hath 
put forth all his own, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for 
they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee 
from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. All that 
came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 
I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go 
in and go out, and shall find pasture. The thief cometh not, but that he 
may steal, and kill, and destroy: I came that they may have life, and may 
have it abundantly. JI am the good shepherd: the good shepherd layeth 
down his life for the sheep. He that is a hireling, and not a shepherd, 
whose own the sheep are not, beholdeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the 
sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf snatcheth them, and scattereth them: he 
fleeth because he is a hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the 
good shepherd; and I know mine own, and mine own know me, even as 
the Father knoweth me, and I know the Father; and I lay down my life 
for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and they shall become 
one flock, one shepherd. Therefore doth the Father love me, because 
I lay down my life, that Imay take itagain. No one taketh it away from 
me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it Cown, and I have 
power to take it again. This commandment received I from my Father.” 

After these and other sayings, the Jews being angry with him, sought 
again to take him, but he escaped from them. 

And he went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John was 
at the first baptizing; and there he abode. And many came unto him; 
and they said, “John indeed did no sign: but all things whatsoever John 
spoke of this man were true.” And many believed on him there. 


A MONASTERY ON THE STEEP SLOPES OF THE 
MOUNT OF TEMPTATION 


T’'rom a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


We cannot pass from the wilderness of Judea without remembering two more holy 
events of which it was the scene. Here John was prepared for his austere mission, and 
found his figures of judgment. Here you understand his own description of his preaching — 
like a desert fire when the brown grass and thorns on the more fertile portions will blaze for 
miles, and the unclean beasts creep out of their holes before its heat. ‘‘O generation of 
vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” And here our Lord suffered 
his temptations. “Straightway the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness.’”’ For hours 
as you travel across these hills, you may find no sign of life, except the scorpions and vipers 
which your passage startles, in the distance a few wild goats or gazelles, and at night the 
wailing of the jackal and the howl of thehyena. “He was alone with the wild beasts.” 
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STORIES OF THE DIVINE FORGIVENESS 
How the Lord Jesus Spoke of the Love of God for Poor Sinners 


Now all the publicans and sinners were drawing near unto him to hear 
him. And both the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, ‘‘ This 
man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.” 

And he told them— 


The Story of the Lost Sheep 


He said, “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, and having lost 
one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go 
after that which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he 
layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, he 
calleth together his friends and his neighbors, saying unto them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.’ I say unto you, 
that even so there shall be joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine righteous persons, which need no repent- 
ance.” 

The Story of the Lost Money 


“What woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth 
not light a lamp, and sweep the house, and seek diligently until she find it? 
And when she hath found it, she calleth together her friends and neighbors, 
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I had lost.’ 
Even so, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth.”’ 


The Story of the Prodigal Son 


“A certain man had two sons: and the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me.’ And he 
divided unto them his property. And not many days after the younger 
son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country; and 
there he wasted his substance with riotous living. And when he had 
spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that country; and he began to 
be in want. And he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of 
that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 

“And he would fain have been filled with the husks that the swine did 
eat: and no man gave unto him. But when he came to himself he said, 
‘How many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, 
and I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will 
say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight: 
I am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired 
servants.’ 

“And he arose, and came to his father. But while he was yet a great 
way off, his father saw him, and was moved with compassion, and ran, 
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and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him, ‘Father, 
I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight: I am no more worthy to 
be called thy son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring forth 
quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet: and bring the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat, and 
make merry: for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, 
and is found.’ And they began to be merry. Now his elder son was in 
the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music 
and dancing. And he called to him one of the servants, and inquired 
what these things might be. 

“And he said unto him, ‘Thy brother is come; and thy father hath 
killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.’ But 
he was angry, and would not go in: and his father came out, and intreated 
him. But he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years do I 
serve thee, and I never transgressed a commandment of thine: and yet 
thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: 
but when this thy son came, who hath devoured thy living with harlots, 
thou killedst for him the fatted calf.’ 

“And he said unto him, ‘Son, thou art ever with me, and all that is mine 
is thine. But it was meet to make merry and be glad: for this thy brother 
was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.’ ”’ 


The Story of the Dishonest Steward 


“There was a certain rich man, who had a steward; and the same was 
accused unto him that he was wasting his goods. And he called him, and 
said unto him, ‘What is this that I hear of thee? render the account of thy 
stewardship; for thou canst be no longer steward.’ And the steward said 
within himself, “What shall I do, seeing that my lord taketh away the 
stewardship from me? I have not strength to dig; to beg I am ashamed. 
I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the stewardship, 
they may receive me into their houses.’ And calling to him each one of 
his lord’s debtors, he said to the first, ‘How much owest thou unto my 
lord?’ And he said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ And he said unto him, 
‘Take thy account and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ Then said he to 
another, “And how much owest thou?’ And he said, ‘A hundred measures 
of wheat.’ He saith unto him, ‘Take thy account, and write fourscore.’ 
And his lord commended the unrighteous steward because he had done 
wisely: for the sons of this world are for their own generation wiser than 
the sons of the light. And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends by 
means of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when it shall fail, they 
may receive you into the eternal habitations. He that is faithful in a very 
little is faithful also in much: and he that is unrighteous in a very little 
is unrighteous also in much. If therefore ye have not been faithful in the 
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unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 
And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give 
you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to one, 
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” 

And the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things; 
and they scoffed at him. And he said unto them, “Ye are they that 
justify yourselves in the sight of men; but God knoweth your hearts: for 
that which is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.” 


The Story of the Rich Man and the Poor Man 


“Now there was a certain rich man, and he was clothed in purple and 
fine linen, faring sumptuously every day: and a certain beggar named 
Lazarus was laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs came and licked 
his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and that he was 
carried away by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: and the rich man also 
died, and was buried. And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in tor- 
ments, and seeth Abraham afar aff, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he 
cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I 
am in anguish in this flame.’ 

“But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime re- 
ceivedest thy good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things: but now 
here he is comforted, and thou art in anguish. And beside all this, between 
us and you there is a great gulf fixed, that they who would pass from hence 
to you may not be able, and that none may cross over from thence to us.’ 

“And he said, ‘I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send 
him to my father’s house; for I have five brethren; that he may testify 
unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ 

“But Abraham saith, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them 
hear them.’ 

“ And he said, ‘Nay, father Abraham: but if one go to them from the 
dead, they will repent.’ 

“And he said unto him, ‘If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, if one rise from the dead.’ ” 


The Story of the Men Who Made Excuses 


And it came to pass, at another time, when he went into the house of 
one of the rulers of the Pharisees on a Sabbath to eat bread, that they were 
watching him. 

And he said unto those which were bidden, when he marked how they 
chose out the chief seats, ‘‘ When thou art bidden of any man to a marriage 
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feast, sit not down in the chief seat; lest haply a more honorable man than 
thou be bidden of him, and he that bade thee and him shall come and say 
to thee, ‘Give this man place’; and then thou shalt begin with shame to 
take the lowest place. But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the 
lowest place; that when he that hath bidden thee cometh, he may say to 
thee, ‘Friend, go up higher’: then shalt thou have glory in the presence 
of all who are at the feast with thee. For every one that exalteth himself 
shall be humbled; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” 

And he said to him also that had bidden him, ‘When thou makest a 
dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, nor thy kinsmen, 
nor rich neighbors; lest they also bid thee again, and a recompense be 
made thee. But when thou makest a feast, bid the poor, the maimed, 
the lame, the blind: and thou shalt be blessed; because they have not 
wherewith to recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed in the 
resurrection of the just.” 

And when one of those who sat at the feast with him heard these things, 
he said unto him, ‘Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of 
yod.”’ But he said unto him, “A certain man made a great supper; and 
he bade many: and he sent forth his servant at supper time to say to 
them that were bidden, ‘Come; for all things are now ready.’ And they 
all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, ‘I 
have bought a field, and I must needs go out and see it: I pray thee have 
me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I 
go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I 
have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 

“And the servant came and told his lord these things. Then the master 
of the house being angry said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the 
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor and maimed and 
blind and lame.’ And the servant said, ‘Lord, what thou didst command 
is done, and yet there is room.’ And the lord said unto the servant, ‘Go 
out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my 
house may be filled. For I say unto you, that none of those men who were 
bidden shall taste of my supper.’ ” 


THE RICH YOUNG MAN 


How the Lord Jesus Spoke of the Evil of Pride, and of the Dangers 
of the Love of Riches 


And as he was going forth, there ran one to him, and kneeled to him, and 
asked him, “Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal 
life?”’ 

And Jesus said unto him, “Why callest thou me good? none is good 
save one, even God. Thou knowest the commandments, Do not kill, Do 


MOUNT OF OLIVES 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


“They crossed the valley of Kidron and climbed the steep footpath that leads over the 
Mount of Olives to Bethany. At the summit of the hill they paused and Jesus sat down 
to rest perhaps under the green boughs of those two stately cedar trees which then adorned 
thesummit of the hill. At his feet were the slopes of Olivet and the Garden of Gethsemane. 
On the opposite slope rose the city walls, and the broad plateau crowned with the marble 
colonnades and gilded roofs of the Temple.’’—Farrar. 
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not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not 
defraud, Honor thy father and mother.” 

And he said unto him, “Master, all these things have I observed from 
my youth.’ And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and said unto him, 
“One thing thou lackest: go, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.” But 
his countenance fell at the saying, and he went away sorrowful: for he 
was one that had great possessions. 

And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, “With what 
difficulty shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!” 

And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus answereth 
again, and saith unto them, “Children, how hard is it for them that trust 
in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go 
through a needle’s eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
God.” 

And they were astonished exceedingly, saying unto him, “Then who 
can be saved?” Jesus looking upon them saith, ‘‘ With menit is impossible, 
but not with God: for all things are possible with God.” 

And one of the multitude said unto him, “Master, bid my brother divide 
the inheritance with me.” 

But he said unto him, “Man, who made me a judge or a divider 
over you?” And he said unto them, “Take heed, and keep yourselves 
from all covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he possesseth.”’ 


The Story of the Foolish Rich Man 

Jesus said, “‘The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 
and he reasoned within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, because I have 
not where to bestow my harvests?’ And he said, ‘This will I do: I will 
pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my 
corn and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, be merry.’ 
But God said unto him, ‘Thou fool, this night is thy soul required of thee; 
and the things which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be?’ 

“So is he that layeth up treasures for himself, and is not rich toward 
God.” 

THE RAISING OF LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD 
How the Lord Jesus Showed His Love for His Friends 


Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. The sisters therefore sent unto him, saying, 
“Tord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.” 

But hen Jesus heard it, he said, ‘‘This sickness is not unto death, but 
for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified thereby.”’ 
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Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When therefore 
he heard that he was sick, he abode yet two days in the place where he was. 
Then after this he saith to the disciples, ‘‘ Let us go into Judzea again.”’ 

The disciples saith unto him, “ Rabbi, the Jews were but now seeking 
to stone thee; and goest thou thither again?” 

Jesus answered, ‘‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? If a man 
walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world. 
But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because the light is not in 
him.” 

These things spake he: and after this he saith unto them, “Our friend 
Lazarus is fallen asleep; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.” 

The disciples therefore said unto him, “Lord, if he is fallen asleep, he 
will recover.” 

Now Jesus had spoken of his death: but they thought that he spoke of 
taking rest in sleep. 

Then Jesus therefore said unto them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. And I 
am glad for your sakes that I was not there, that ye may believe; never- 
theless let us go unto him.” 

Thomas therefore, who is called Didymus, said unto his fellow-disciples, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

So when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had been in the tomb four 
days already. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs 
off; and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary, to console 
them concerning their brother. Martha therefore, when she heard that 
Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary still sat in the house. 
Martha therefore said unto Jesus, “‘Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died. And even now I know that, whatsoever thou shalt 
ask of God, God will give thee.” 

Jesus saith unto her, ‘‘Thy brother shall rise again.” 

Martha saith unto him, “TI know that he shall rise again in the resurrec- 
tion at the last day.” 

Jesus said unto her, “‘I am the resurrection, and the life: he that be- 
lieveth on me, though he die, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and 
believeth on me shall never die. Believest thou this?” 

She saith unto him, “Yea, Lord: I have believed that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God, even he that cometh into the world.” 

And when she had said this, she went away, and called Mary her sister 
secretly, saying, ‘‘ The Master is here, and calleth thee.” 

And she, when she heard it, arose quickly, and went unto him. 

(Now Jesus was not yet come into the village, but was still in the place 
where Martha met him.) 

The Jews then which were with her in the house, and were comforting 
her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up quickly and went out, followed 
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her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. Mary there- 
fore, when she came where Jesus was, and saw him, fell down at his feet, 
saying unto him, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.” 

When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which 
came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, and said, 
“Where have ye laid him?”’ They say unto him, “Lord, come and see.” 

Jesus wept. The Jews therefore said, ‘Behold how he loved him!” 

But some of them said, ‘‘Could not this man, who opened the eyes of 
him that was blind, have caused that this man also should not die?” 

Jesus therefore again groaning cometh to the tomb. Now it was a cave, 
and a stone lay against it. Jesus saith, ‘Take ye away the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, “Lord, by 
this time it will be offensive: for he hath been dead four days.”’ 

Jesus saith unto her, ‘‘Said I not unto thee, that, if thou believedst, 
thou shouldest see the glory of God?” 

So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and _ said, 
“Father, I thank thee that thou heardest me. And I knew that thou 
hearest me always: but because of the multitude which standeth around 
I said it, that they may believe that thou didst send me.”’ 

And when he had thus spoken, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come forth.” 

He that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave-clothes; 
and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, 
“‘Loose him, and let him go.” 

Many therefore of the Jews, which came to Mary and beheld that which 
he did, believed on him. But some of them went away to the Pharisees, 
and told them the things which Jesus had done. 

The rulers of the Jews then began to plot to kill Jesus. 

Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews, but departed 
thence into the country near to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim; 
and there he tarried with the disciples. 


ZACCHAEUS THE PUBLICAN 


How the Lord Jesus, Still Doing Loving Deeds, Began the Journey 
Which Was to Lead to the Cross 

After some weeks of retirement, Jesus again went to Jerusalem. On 
the way, he and his disciples came to Jericho: and as he went out from 
Jericho, with his disciples and a great multitude, the son of Timezus, 
Bartimzeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the wayside. And when he 
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, “Jesus 
thou son of David, have mercy on me.” 

And many rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried out 
the more a great deal, “Thou son of David, have mercy on me.” 
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And Jesus stood still, and said, ‘Call ye him.” 

And they called the blind man, saying unto him, “Be of good cheer: 
rise, he calleth thee.” 

And he sprang up, and came to Jesus. And Jesus answered him, and 
said, “What wilt thou that I should do unto thee?’”’ And the blind man 
said unto him, “Lord, that I may receive my sight.” 

And Jesus said unto him, ““Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee 
whole.” And straightway he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the 
way. 

And he entered and was passing through Jericho. 

And behold, a man called by name Zacchzeus; who was a chief publican, 
and rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was; and could not for the 
crowd, because he was little of stature. And he ran on before, and 
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. 
And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and said unto him, 
“Zaccheeus, make haste, and come down; for to-day I must abide at thy 
house.” 

And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. And 
when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, “He is gone in to lodge with 
aman that is a sinner.” 

And Zaccheeus stood, and said unto the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half 
of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have wrongfully exacted aught of 
any man, I restore fourfold.” 

And Jesus said unto him, “To-day is salvation come to this house, for- 
asmuch as he also isa son of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek 
and to save that which was lost.” 


(This is the close of Jesus’ ministry outside Jerusalem. After this he and his disciples 
continued their journey to the city. The enemies of Jesus were plotting against him, and 
the storm of their hatred was about to break. Nevertheless, fully conscious of what his 
fate must be, the hero of humanity took up the journey to the cross.) 


THE SUPPER AT BETHANY 
How the Lord Jesus Was Bid to a Feast of Loving Tribute 


The passover of the Jews was at hand: and many went up to Jerusalem 
out of the country before the passover, to purify themselves. They sought 
therefore for Jesus, and spoke one with another, as they stood in the 
temple, ‘What think ye? That he will not come to the feast?” 

Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given commandment, that, if 
any man knew where he was, he should show it, that they might take him. 

Jesus therefore six days before the passover came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus was, whom Jesus raised from the dead. So they made him a 
supper there: and Martha served; and Lazarus was one of them that 
sat at meat with him. Mary therefore took a pound of ointment of 
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spikenard, very precious, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet 
with her hair: and the house was filled with the odor of the ointment. 
But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples, who was about to betray him, 
saith, ‘““Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and 
given to the poor?” 

But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought 
a good work on me. For ye have the poor always with you, and when- 
soever ye will ye can do them good: but me ye have not always. She 
hath done what she could: she hath anointed my body beforehand for the 
burying. And verily I say unto you, Wheresoever the gospel shall be 
preached throughout the whole world, that also which this woman hath 
done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.”’ 


te 


Gow the Lord Jesus spent His last days in Ferusalem, 
how Ge lowed His friends unto the end, how fe fell into 
the hands of His enemies, and how He crowned a life of 
service ith a hernic Death 


PERSONS OF THE STORY 


The LORD JESUS. Judas. 

The Disciples. Annas. 

Lazarus. Caiaphas. 

Mary. Herod. 

Martha. Pilate, the Roman Governor. 


Joseph of Arimathza. : 
The people of Jerusalem, Pharisees, priests, soldiers, the two thieves. Mary, the mother 
of Jesus. Mary Magdalene and other women. 


PLACES OF THE STORY 


Jerusalem. The Hall of Judgment. 
Bethany. Pilate’s palace. 

An upper chamber in the city. The palace of Herod. 
Gethsemane. Pilate’s Judgment Hall. 
Palace of the high priest. Calvary. 


THE ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM 
How the Lord Jesus for Once Rode in Triumph 


(THE WEEK OF THE CRUCIFIXION—SUNDAY) 


The next morning he went to Jerusalem, and when he drew near Beth- 
phage and Bethany, at the mount that is called the Mount of Olives, he 
sent two of the disciples, saying, ‘Go your way into the village over 
against you; in which as ye enter ye shall find a colt tied, whereon no 
man ever yet sat: loose him, and bring him. And if any one ask you, 
‘Why do ye loose him?’ thus shall ye say, ‘The Lord hath need of him.’ ”’ 

And they that were sent went away, and found even as he had said unto 


390 THE GOLDEN BOOK 


them. And as they were loosing the colt, the owners thereof said unto 
them, “ Why loose ye the colt?” 

And they said, ‘‘The Lord hath need of him.” 

And they brought him to Jesus: and they threw their garments upon 
the colt, and set Jesus thereon. And as he went, they spread their gar- 
ments in the way. And as he was now drawing nigh, at the descent of the 
Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice 
and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works which they had 
seen; saying,— 

“Blessed is the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in 
heaven, and glory in the highest!” 

And some of the Pharisees from the multitude said unto him, ‘‘ Master, 
rebuke thy disciples.”’ 

And he answered and said, “I tell you that, if these shall hold their 
peace, the stones will cry out.” 

And when he drew nigh, he saw the city and wept over it, saying, “If 
thou hadst known in this day, even thou, the things which belong unto 
peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come 
upon thee, when thine enemies shall besiege thee, and keep thee in on 
every side, and shall dash thee to the ground, and thy children within thee; 
and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou 
knewest not the time of thy visitation.” 

And he entered into Jerusalem, into the temple; and when he had 
looked round about upon all things, it being now eventide, he went out 
unto Bethany with the twelve. 

And every day he was teaching in the temple; and every night he went 
out, and lodged in the Mount of Olives. And all the people came early 
in the morning to him in the temple, to hear him. 

But the chief priests and the scribes and the principal men of the people 
sought to destroy him: and they could not find what they might do; for 
the people all hung upon him, listening. 


IN THE TEMPLE 
How the Lord Jesus Drove the Money Changers from the House of God 
(THE WEEK OF THE CRUCIFIXION—MONDAY) 
On Monday, Jesus came into the city, and taught, but we know little of what he said 
on this day. 
The Barren Fig Tree 


Now in the morning as he returned to the city, he hungered. And 
seeing a fig tree by the way side, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, 
but leaves only; and he saith unto it, ‘‘Let there be no fruit from thee 
henceforward for ever.” And immediately the fig tree withered away. 


SATAN TEMPTING JESUS WITH THE OFFER OF A CROWN 


By Cornicelius 


ye 


eC 


IE Ay <8 
Ae SEMEN GS 


Lay 


THE LIFE OF THE LORD JESUS 393 


And Jesus entered into the temple of God, and cast out all them that 
sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money- 
changers, and the seats of them that sold the doves; and he saith unto 
them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer: but ye 
make it a den of robbers.’ ” 

And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple: and he healed 
them. But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful 
things that he did, and the children that were crying in the temple and 
saying, “Hosanna to the son of David”; they were moved with indigna- 
tion, and said unto him, “‘ Hearest thou what these are saying?” 

And Jesus saith unto tiem, ‘Yea: did ye never read, ‘Out of the mouth 
of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise’?”’ 

And he left them, and went forth out of the city to Bethany, and lodged 
there. 


LAST DAYS IN JERUSALEM 


How the Lord Jesus Spoke with Those that Hated Him 
(THE WEEK OF THE CRUCIFIXION—TUESDAY) 


The Lesson of the Withered Fig Tree 


And as they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered 
away from the roots. And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, 
“Rabbi, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is withered away.’ 
And Jesus answering saith unto them, “Have faith in God. Verily I say 
unto you, Whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou taken up and 
cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that 
what he saith cometh to pass; he shall have it. Therefore I say unto you, 
All things whatsoever ye pray and ask for, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye shall have them. And whensoever ye stand praying, forgive, if 
ye have aught against any one; that your Father also who is in heaven 
may forgive you your trespasses.”’ 

And it came to pass, on one of the days, as he was teaching the people 
in the temple, and preaching the gospel, there came upon him the chief 
priests and the scribes with the elders; and they spoke, saying unto him, 
“Tell us: By what authority doest thou these things? or who is he that 
gave thee this authority?” 

And he answered and said unto them, “‘I also will ask you a question; 
and tell me: The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or from men?” 

And they reasoned with themselves, saying, “If we shall say, ‘From 
heaven’; he will say, ‘Why did ye not believe him?’ But if we shall say, 
‘From men’; all the people will stone us: for they are persuaded that 


John was a prophet.”’ 
And they answered that they knew not whence it was. And Jesus said 
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unto them, “Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.” 
And he told them— 


The Story of the Wicked Husbandmen 


Jesus said, “A man planted a vineyard, and let it out to husbandmen 
and went into another country for along time. And at the season he sent 
unto the husbandmen a servant, that they should give him of the fruit 
of the vineyard: but the husbandmen beat him, and sent him away 
empty. And he sent yet another servant: and him also they beat, and 
handled him shamefully, and sent him away empty. And he sent yet a 
third: and him also they wounded and cast him forth. And the lord of 
the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son: it may 
be they will reverence him.’ 

“But when the husbandmen saw him, they reasoned one with another, 
saying, ‘This is the heir: let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours.’ 
And they cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. What therefore 
will the lord of the vineyard do unto them? He will come and destroy 
these husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto others.”’ 

And when they heard it they said, ‘God forbid.” But he looked upon 
them, and said, ‘‘ What then is this that is written,— 


‘The stone which the builders rejected, 
The same was made the head of the corner’? 


“Every one that falleth on that stone shall be broken to pieces; but on 
whomsoever it shall fall, it will scatter him as dust.” 

And the scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him in that 
very hour; and they feared the people: for they saw that he spoke this 
parable against them. And they watched him, and sent forth spies, 
which pretended to be righteous, that they might take hold of his speech, 
so as to deliver him up to the authority of the governor. 


The Question About Tribute 


And they asked him, saying, “Master, we know that thou sayest and 
teachest rightly, and acceptest not the person of any, but of a truth 
teachest the way of God: Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Cesar, or 
not?” 

But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, ‘“‘Show me a 
penny. Whose image and superscription hath it?” 

And they said, “‘Czesar’s.”’ 

And he said unto them, “Then render unto Cesar the things that are 
Ceesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s.”’ 

And they were not able to take hold of the saying before the people: 
and they marveled at his answer, and held their peace. 
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The Greatest of All Commandments 


And one of the scribes came, and heard them questioning together, and 
knowing that he had answered them well, asked him, “ What commandment 
is the first of all?” 

Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.’ The 
second is this, ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’ There is none 
other commandment greater than these.”’ 

And the scribe said unto him, ‘Of a truth, Master, thou hast well said 
that he is one; and there is none other but he: and to love him with all 
the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength, and 
to love his neighbor as himself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings 
and sacrifices.” 

And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, 
“Thou art not far from the kingdom of God.” 

And no man after that durst ask him any question. 


How the Lord Jesus Spoke with Those that Loved Him. The Poor Widow 


And he sat down over against the treasury, and beheld how the multi- 
tude cast money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. 
And there came a poor widow, and she cast in two mites, which make a 
farthing. And he called unto him his disciples, and said unto them, 
“Verily I say unto you, This poor widow cast in more than all they which 
are casting into the treasury: for they all did cast in of their abundance; 
but she of her want cast in all that she had, even all her living.” 


“We Would See Jesus ”’ 


Now there were certain Greeks among those who went up to worship 
at the feast: these therefore came to Philip, who was of Bethsaida of 
Galilee, and said, ‘‘Sir, we would see Jesus.” 

Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: Andrew cometh, and Philip, and 
they tell Jesus. And Jesus answereth them, saying, “The hour is come, 
that the Son of man should be glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itself 
alone; but if it die, it beareth much fruit. He that loveth his life shall 
lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life 
eternal. If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there 
shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will the Father honor. 
Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from 
this hour. But for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, glorify thy 
name.” There came therefore a voice out of heaven saying, “I have 


both glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 


396 THE GOLDEN BOOK 


The multitude therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it had 
thundered: others said, “An angel hath spoken to him.” 

Jesus answered and said, ‘This voice hath not come for my sake, but 
for your sakes. Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince 
of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto myself.”’ 


The Story of the Faithful Servant 


Jesus said, ‘A certain man going into another country, called his own 
servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And to one he gave five 
talents, to another two, to another one; to each according to his several 
ability; and he went on his journey. Straightway he who received the 
five talents went and traded with them, and made other five talents. In 
like manner he also who received the two gained other two. But he who 
received the one went away and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s 
money. 

“Now after a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and maketh 
a reckoning with them. And he who received the five talents came and 
brought other five talents, saying, ‘Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five 
talents: lo, I have gained other five talents.’ 

“His lord said unto him, ‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant: 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord.’ 

“And he also who received the two talents came and said, ‘Lord, thou 
deliveredst unto me two talents: lo, I have gained other two talents.’ 

“His lord said unto him, ‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant; 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord.’ 

“And he also who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I 
knew thee that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou didst not sow, 
and gathering where thou didst not scatter: and I was afraid, and went 
away and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, thou hast thine own.’ 

“But his lord answered and said unto him, ‘Thou wicked and slothful 
servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I 
did not scatter; thou oughtest therefore to have given my money to the 
bankers, and at my coming I should have received back mine own with 
interest. ‘Take ye away therefore the talent from him, and give it unto 
him that hath the ten talents. For unto every one that hath shall be 
given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not, even that 
which he hath shall be taken away. And cast ye out the unprofitable 
servant into the outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ ” 
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The Judgment of the King 


Then said Jesus, “But when the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, then shall he sit on the throne of his glory: and 
before him shall be gathered all the nations: and he shall separate them 
one from another, as the shepherd separateth the sheep from the goats: 
and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 
Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, ‘Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world: for I was hungry, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye 
clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came 
unto me.’ 

“Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when saw we thee 
hungry, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? And when saw 
we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? And 
when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?’ 

“‘And the King shall answer and say unto them, ‘Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye did it 
unto me.’ 

“Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, ‘Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for the devil and his 
angels: for I was hungry, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in; naked, and 
ye clothed me not; sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.’ 

“Then shall they also answer, saying, ‘Lord, when saw we thee hungry, 
or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister 
unto thee?’ 

“Then shall he answer them, saying, ‘Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye did it not unto one of the least of these, ye did it not untome. And 
these shall go away into eternal punishment: but the righteous into eternal 
life.’ ”’ 

The Story of the Marriage Feast 


And Jesus spake again in parables unto them, saying, “The kingdom of 
heaven is likened unto a certain king, who made a marriage feast for his 
son, and sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the 
marriage feast: and they would not come. Again he sent forth other 
servants, saying, “Tell them that are bidden, Behold, I have made ready 
my dinner; my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: 
come to the marriage feast.’ But they made light of it, and went their 
ways, one to his own farm, another to his merchandise; and the rest laid 
hold on his servants, and treated them shamefully, and killed them. But 
the king was wroth; and he sent his armies, and destroyed those mur- 
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derers, and burned their city. Thensaith he to his servants, “The wedding 
is ready, but they that were bidden were not worthy. Go ye therefore 
unto the partings of the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to 
the marriage feast.’ And those servants went out into the highways, and 
gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the 
wedding was filled with guests. But when the king came in to behold the 
guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding-garment: and he 
saith unto him, ‘Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding- 
garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him out into the outer darkness; 


there shall be the weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, 
but few chosen.’ 


The Terrible Denunciation of the Pharisees 


Then spake Jesus to the multitudes and to his disciples, saying, “The 
scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat: all things therefore whatso- 
ever they bid you, these do and observe: but do not ye after their works; 
for they say, and do not. Yea, they bind heavy burdens and grievous to 
be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not 
move them with their finger. But all their works they do for to be seen 
of men: for they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders 
of their garments, and love the chief place at feasts, and the chief seats in 
the synagogues, and the salutations in the marketplaces, and to be called 
of men, Rabbi. But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your teacher, and 
all ye are brethren. And call no man your father on the earth: for one 
is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for 
one is your master, even the Christ. But he that is greatest among you 
shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be hum- 
bled; and whosoever shall humble himself shall be exalted. 

“But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye shut 
the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye enter not in yourselves, neither 
suffer ye them that are entering in to enter. 

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea 
and land to make one proselyte; and when he is become so, ye make him 
twofold more a son of hell than yourselves. 

“Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by 
the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the 
temple, he is a debtor. Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the 
gold, or the temple that hath sanctified the gold? And, Whosoever shall 
swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gift 
that is upon it, he isa debtor. Ye blind: for whether is greater, the gift, 
or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? He therefore that sweareth by the 
altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. And he that sweareth 
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by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. 
And he that sweareth by the heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, 
and by him that sitteth thereon. 

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye tithe mint and 
anise and cummin, and have left undone the weightier matters of the law, 
justice, and mercy, and faith: but these ye ought to have done, and not 
to have left the other undone. Ye blind guides, that strain out the gnat, 
and swallow the camel! 

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye cleanse the 
outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full from extortion 
and excess. Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first the inside of the cup and 
of the platter, that the outside thereof may become clean also. 

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto 
whited sepulchers, which outwardly appear beautiful, but inwardly are 
full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also out- 
wardly appear righteous unto men, but inwardly ye are full of hypocrisy 
and iniquity. 

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye build the 

-sepulchers of the prophets, and garnish the tombs of the righteous, and 
say, ‘If we had been in the days of our fathers, we should not have been 
partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.’ Wherefore ye witness 
to yourselves, that ye are sons of them that slew the prophets. Fill ye 
up then the measure of your fathers. Ye serpents, ye offspring of vipers, 
how shall ye escape the judgment of hell? Therefore, behold, I send unto 
you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: some of them shall ye kill and 
crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and 
persecute from city to city: that upon you may come all the righteous 
blood shed on the earth, from the blood of Abel the righteous unto the 
blood of Zachariah son of Barachiah, whom ye slew between the sanctuary 
and the altar. Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon 
this generation. 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killeth the prophets, and stoneth them 
that are sent unto her! how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto 
you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.” 


The Lesson from the Fig Tree 


“Now from the fig tree learn her parable: when her branch is now 
become tender, and putteth forth its leaves, ye know that the summer is 
nigh; even so ye also, when ye see all these things, know ye that he is 
nigh, even at the doors. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not 
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pass away, till all these things be accomplished. Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass away. But of that day and hour 
knoweth no one, not even the angels of heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father only. And as were the days of Noah, so shall be the coming of 
the Son of man. For as in those days which were before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noah entered into the ark, and they knew not until the flood came, 
and took them all away; so shall be the coming of the Son of man. Then 
shall two men be in the field; one is taken, and one is left: two women 
shall be grinding at the mill; one is taken, and one is left. Watch there- 
fore: for ye know not on what day your Lord cometh. But know this, 
that if the master of the house had known in what watch the thief was 
coming, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house 
to be broken through. Therefore be ye also ready; for in an hour that 
ye think not the Son of man cometh. 

“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath set over 
his household, to give them their food in due season? Blessed is that 
servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Verily I say 
unto you, that he will set him over all that he hath. But if that evil 
servant shall say in his heart, My lord tarrieth; and shall begin to beat 
his fellow-servants, and shall eat and drink with the drunken; the lord 
of that servant shall come in a day when he expecteth not, and in an hour 
when he knoweth not, and shall cut him asunder, and appoint his portion 
with the hypocrites: there shall be the weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 


The Story of the Wise and the Foolish Maidens 


“Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten maidens, who 
took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of 
them were foolish, and five were wise. For the foolish, when they took 
their lamps, took no oil with them: but the wise took oil in their vessels 
with their lamps. Now while the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered 
and slept. But at midnight there is a cry, “Behold, the bridegroom! 
Come ye forth to meet him.’ Then all those maidens arose, and trimmed 
their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, ‘Give us of your oil; for 
our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Peradventure 
there will not be enough for us and you: go ye rather to them that sell, 
and buy for yourselves.’ And while they went away to buy, the bride- 
groom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage 
feast: and the door was shut. Afterward come also the other maidens 
saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us.’ But he answered and said, ‘Verily I say 
unto you, I know you not.’ Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor 
the hour.” 
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THE LAST SUPPER 


How the Lord Jesus Showed His Love for His Friends on the 
Last Night of Their Fellowship 


(THE WEEK OF THE CRUCIFIXION—WEDNESDAY—THURSDAY) 


(We do not know how Jesus spent Wednesday. Perhaps he did not go to the city, but 
remained in loving talk with his disciples and friends at Bethany. We do not know what 
he did on Thursday, until night. Then comes the story of the Last Supper, and the long 
talk between Jesus and his disciples.) 


Judas Plans to Betray Jesus 


Now after two days was the feast of the passover and the unleavened 
bread: and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might take 
him by treachery, and kill him: but they said, “Not during the feast, 
lest haply there shall be a tumult of the people.” 

And Judas Iscariot, he that was one of the twelve, went away unto the 
chief priests, that he might deliver him unto them. And they, when 
they heard it, were glad, and promised to give him money. And he sought 
how he might conveniently deliver him unto them. 


The Preparation for the Supper 


And on the first day of unleavened bread, when they sacrificed the pass- 
over, his disciples say unto him, “ Where wilt thou that we go and make 
ready that thou mayest eat the passover?”’ 

And he sendeth two of his disciples, and saith unto them, ‘‘Go into the 
city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow 
him; and wheresoever he shall enter in, say to the goodman of the house, 
‘The Master saith, Where is my guest-chamber, where I shall eat the 
passover with my disciples?’ And he will himself show you a large upper 
room furnished and ready: and there make ready for us.” 

And the disciples went forth, and came into the city, and found as he 
had said unto them: and they made ready the passover. 


The Last Supper 


And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the apostles with him. 
And he said unto them, “‘I have earnestly desired to eat this passover 
with you before I suffer.” 

And he received a cup, and when he had given thanks, he said, “Take 
this, and divide it among yourselves: for I say unto you, I will not drink 
from henceforth of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall 
come.”’ 

And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave 
to them, saying, “This is my body which is given for you: this do in 
remembrance of me.” 
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And the cup in like manner after swpper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, even that which is poured out for you.” 

And during supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he came forth from God, and 
goeth unto God, riseth from supper, and layeth aside his garments; and 
he took a towel, and girded himself. Then he poureth water into the basin, 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
wherewith he was girded. So he cometh to Simon Peter. He saith 
unto him, “Lord, dost thou wash my feet?” 

Jesus answered and said unto him, ‘‘ What I do thou knowest not now; 
but thou shalt understand hereafter.”’ 

Peter saith unto him, “‘Thou shalt never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered him, “If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.”’ 

Simon Peter saith unto him, ‘‘ Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands 
and my head.” 

Jesus saith to him, “‘He that is bathed needeth only to wash his feet, 
and is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all.” 

For he knew him that should betray him; therefore said he, “‘Ye are 
not all clean.” 

So when he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, and sat 
down again, he said unto them, “Know ye what I have done to you? 
Ye call me ‘Master,’ and, ‘Lord’: and ye say well; forsolam. If I then, 
the Lord and the Master, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash 
one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that ye also should 
do as I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, A servant is 
not greater than his lord; neither one that is sent greater than he that 
sent him. If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them.” 

When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and said, “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, one of you shall betray me.” 

The disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spoke. 
There was at the table reclining in Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples, whom 
Jesus loved. Simon Peter therefore beckoneth to him, and saith unto 
him, “Tell us who it is of whom he speaketh.” 

He leaning back, as he was, on Jesus’ breast, said unto him, “Lord, 
who is it?”’ 

Jesus therefore answereth, “He it is, for whom I shall dip the sop, and 
give it him.” 

So when he had dipped the sop, he took and gave it to Judas, the son 
of Simon Iscariot. And after the sop, then entered Satan into him. 
Jesus therefore saith unto him, “ What thou doest, do quickly.” 

Now no man at the table knew why he spoke this to him. For some 
thought, because Judas had the bag, Jesus said unto him, “Buy what 


THE LAST SUPPER 
By Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) 


This was painted on the wall of a monastery in Milan. It has been damaged and mutilated, 
and is now almost faded out 


This is one of the greatest pictures ever painted. The following is an explanation of 
the picture: “‘ Judas half turns to discover of whom St. Peter is speaking so passionately, 
and is preparing himself to deny everything. But he is already discovered. St. James the 
Less, passing his arm over the shoulder of St. Andrew, touches St. Peter to tell him that the 
traitor is at his side. St. Andrew looks at Judas with horror, and St. Bartholomew, at the 
end of the table, has started up from his seat to regard him more intently. At the left of 
Christ, St. James protests his innocence by a natural gesture. St. Thomas, pressing near 
to Christ, seems to ask ‘One of us?’ St. Philip, the youngest of the apostles, places his 
hand overt his heart and rises to protest his fidelity. St. Matthew repeats the terrible words 
to the indignant St. Simon, who refuses to believe them. St. Thaddeus, who has first told 
them to him, points to Matthew to confirm them. The dying rays of evening light add 
deeper somberness to the sad face of the Christ.’’—Stendhal, History of Italian Painters. 
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things we have need of for the feast’’; or, that he should give something 
to the poor. He then having received the sop went out straightway: 
and it was night. 

When therefore he was gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of man 
glorified, and God is glorified in him. Little children, yet a little while 
Iam with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the Jews, ‘Whither 
I go, ye cannot come’; so now I say unto you. A new commandment 
I give unto you, that ye love one another; even as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye love one another.” 

Simon Peter saith unto him, “Lord, whither goest thou?”’ 

Jesus answered, “Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but 
thou shalt follow afterwards.” 

Peter saith unto him, ‘Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will 
lay down my life for thee.” 

Jesus answereth, “Wilt thou lay down thy life for me? Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, before thou hast denied me 
thrice.” 

“Let Not Your Heart be Troubled” 


“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 
In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have 
told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go to prepare 
a place for you, I come again, and will receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go, ye know the way.” 

Thomas saith unto him, ‘Lord, we know not whither thou goest; 
how know we the way?” 

Jesus saith unto him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no 
one cometh unto the Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye would 
have known my Father also: from henceforth ye know him, and have seen 
him.” 

Philip saith unto him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.” 

Jesus saith unto him, “Have I been so long time with you, and dost 
thou not know me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; 
how sayest thou, ‘Show us the Father’? Believest thou not that I am in 
the Father, and the Father in me? The words that I say unto you I 
speak not from myself: but the Father abiding in me doeth his works. 
Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe 
me for the very works’ sake. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works 
than these shall he do; because I go unto the Father. And whatsoever 
ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. If ye shall ask me anything in my name, that will I do. If 
ye love me, ye will keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, 
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and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for 
ever, even the Spirit of truth: whom the world cannot receive; for it 
beholdeth him not, neither knoweth him: ye know him; for he abideth 
with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless. I come 
unto you. Yet a little while, and the world beholdeth me no more; but 
ye behold me: because I live, ye shall live also. In that day ye shall 
know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and lin you. He that hath 
my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he 
that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 
manifest myself unto him.” 

Judas (not Iseariot) said unto him, “Lord, why is it that thou wilt 
manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?”’ 

Jesus answered and said unto him, ‘If a man love me, he will keep my 
word: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my words: and 
the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s who sent me. 

“These things have I spoken unto you, while yet abiding with you. 
But the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance 
all that I said unto you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto 
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid. Ye heard how I said to you, ‘I go away, 
and I come unto you.’ If ye loved me, ye would have rejoiced, because 
I go unto the Father: for the Father is greater than I. And now I have 
told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye may 
believe. I will no more speak much with you, for the prince of the world 
cometh: and he hath nothing in me; but that the world may know that 
I love the Father, and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do.” 


Jesus is the True Vine 


“T am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch 
in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh away: and every branch that 
beareth fruit, he cleanseth, that it may bear more fruit. Already ye are 
clean because of the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide 
in the vine; so neither can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye 
are the branches: he that abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth 
much fruit: for apart from me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not 
in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and they gather them 
and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; and so 
shall ye be my disciples. Even as the Father hath loved me, I also have 
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loved you: abide ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall 
abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and 
abide in his love. These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This is my commandment, 
that ye love ene another, even as I have loved you. Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are 
my friends, if ye do the things which I command you. No longer do 
I call you servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: 
but I have called you friends; for all things that I heard from my Father 
I have made known unto you. Ye did not choose me, but I chose you, 
and appointed you, that ye should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit 
should abide: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, 
he may give it you. These things I command you, that ye may love one 
another.” 
Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

These things spoke Jesus; and lifting up his eyes to heaven, he said, 
“Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that the Son may glorify thee: 
even as thou gavest him authority over all flesh, that to all whom thou 
hast given him, he should give eternal life. And this is life eternal, that 
they should know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
didst send. I have glorified thee on the earth, I have accomplished the 
work which thou hast given me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou 
me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the 
world was. I manifested thy name unto the men whom thou gavest me 
out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them to me; and they 
have kept thy word. Now they know that all things whatsoever thou 
hast given me are from thee: for the words which thou gavest me I have 
given unto them; and they received them, and knew of a truth that I 
came forth from thee, and they believed that thou didst send me. I pray 
for them: I pray not for the world, but for those whom thou hast given 
me; for they are thine: and all things that are mine are thine, and thine 
are mine: and I am glorified in them. And I am no more in the world, 
but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep them 
in thy name whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, even as we 
are one. While I was with them, I kept in thy name those whom thou 
hast given me: and I guarded them, and not one of them perished, but 
the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I 
come to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they may have 
my joy made full in themselves. I have given them thy word; and the 
world hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of 
the world. I pray not that thou shouldest take them from the world, but 
that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is 
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truth. As thou didst send me into the world, even so sent I them into the 
world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they themselves also 
may be sanctified in truth. Neither for these only do I pray, but for them 
also that believe on me through their word; that they may all be one; 
even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us: 
that the world may believe that thou didst send me. And the glory which 
thou hast given me I have given unto them; that they may be one, even 
as we are one; I in them, and thou in me, that they may be perfected into 
one; that the world may know that thou didst send me, and lovedst them, 
even as thou lovedst me. Father, I desire that those whom thou hast 
given me should be with me to behold the glory, which thou hast given me: 
for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. O righteous 
Father, the world knew thee not, but I knew thee; and these knew that 
thou didst send me; and I made known unto them thy name, and will 
make it known; that the love wherewith thou lovedst me may be in them, 
and I in them.” 


THE BETRAYAL 
How the Lord Jesus Fell into the Hands of His Enemies 


(FRIDAY, THE DAY OF THE CRUCIFIXION) 

And he came out, and went, as his custom was, to the Mount of Olives; 
and the disciples also followed him. 

And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith 
unto his disciples, “Sit ye here, while I pray.” 

And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be 
heavy-hearted, and deeply troubled. And he saith unto them, “‘My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful even unto death: abide ye here, and watch.” 

And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, 
if it were possible, the hour might pass away from him. 

And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; remove 
this cup from me: howbeit not what I will, but what thou wilt.” 

And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, 
“Simon, sleepest thou? couldest thou not watch one hour? Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak.” 

And again he went away, and prayed, saying the same words. And 
again he came, and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; 
and they knew not what to answer him. And he cometh the third time, 
and saith unto them, “Sleep on now, and take your rest: It is enough; 
the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. Arise, let us be going: behold, he that betrayeth me is at hand.” 

And straightway, while he yet spoke, came Judas, one of the twelve, 
and with him a multitude with swords and clubs, from the chief priests 
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and the scribes and the elders. Now he that betrayed him had given 
them a token, saying, ‘‘ Whomsoever I shall kiss, that is he; take him, and 
lead him away safely.” 

And when he was come, straightway he came to him, and saith, 
“Rabbi’”’; and kissed him. 

Simon Peter therefore having a sword drew it, and struck the high 
priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. Now the servant’s name was 
Malchus. Jesus therefore said unto Peter, “Put up the sword into the 
sheath: the cup which the Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?” 

Then Jesus said, “Suffer ye thus far.” And he touched his ear, and 
healed him. 

And Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains of the temple, and 
elders, which were come against him, “Are ye come out, as against a 
robber, with swords and clubs? When I was daily with you in the temple, 
ye stretched not forth your hands against me: but this is your hour, and 
the power of darkness.” 


THE TRIAL 
How the Lord Jesus Was Falsely Charged with Crime 


The Trial Before Annas 


So the soldiers and the chief captain, and the officers of the Jews, seized 
Jesus and bound him, and led him to Annas first; for he was father-in-law 
to Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 

Annas therefore asked Jesus about his disciples, and his teaching. 
Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world; I ever taught 
in synagogues, and in the temple, where all the Jews come together; and 
in secret spoke I nothing. Why askest thou me? ask them that have 
heard me, what I spoke unto them: behold, these know the things which 
T-said,” 

And when he had said this, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus 
with his hand, saying, ‘“‘ Answerest thou the high priest so?” 

Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: 
but if well, why smitest thou me?” 

Annas therefore sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest. 


The Trial Before Caiaphas, the High Priest 

And they led Jesus away to the high priest: and there came together 
with him all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes. 

And Peter had followed him afar off, even within, into the court of the 
high priest; and he was sitting with the officers, and warming himself in 
the light of the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole council sought 
witness against Jesus to put him to death; and found it not. For many 
bore false witness against him, and their witness agreed not together. 
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And there stood up certain men, and bore false witness against him, say- 
ing, “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with 
hands, and in three days I will build another made without hands.’ ”’ 

And not even so did their witness agree together. And the high priest 
stood up in the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, “‘ Answerest thou nothing? 
what is it which these witness against thee?” 

But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest 
asked him, and saith unto him, ‘Art thou the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed?”’ 

And Jesus said, “I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting at the 
right hand of power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 

And the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, ‘“‘What further need 
have we of witnesses? Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye?” 

And they all condemned him to be worthy of death. And some began 
to spit on him, and to cover his eyes, and to buffet him, and to say unto 
him, “Prophesy who is it that smote thee,” and the officers received him 
with blows of their hands. 


How Peter Denied His Lord 


But Peter had followed afar off. And when they had kindled a fire in 
the midst of the court, and had sat down together, Peter sat in the midst 
of them. And a certain maid seeing him as he sat in the light of the fire, 
and looking steadfastly upon him, said, ‘‘This man also was with him.” 

But he denied, saying, ‘Woman, I know him not.” 

And after a little while another saw him, and said, “‘Thou also art one 
of them.”’ 

But Peter said, “‘Man, I am not.” 

And after the space of about one hour another confidently affirmed, 
saying, “Of a truth this man also was with him: for he is a Galilzean.”’ 

But Peter said, “Man, I know not what thou sayest.” 

And immediately, while he yet spoke, the cock crew. And the Lord 
turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the 
Lord, how that he said unto him, “Before the cock crow this day, thou 
shalt deny me thrice.” 

And he went out, and wept bitterly. 


The Trial Before the Jewish Court 


As soon as it was day, the assembly of the elders of the people was 
gathered together, both chief priests and scribes; and they led him away 
into their council, saying, ‘“‘If thou art the Christ, tell us.” 

But he said unto them, “If I tell you, ye will not believe: and if I ask 
you, ye will not answer. But from henceforth shall the Son of man be 
seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 
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And they all said, “Art thou then the Son of God?” 

And he said unto them, “Ye say that I am.” 

And they said, ‘‘What further need have we of witness? for we our- 
selves have heard from his own mouth.” 


THE JUDGMENT 
How the Lord Jesus Was Unjustly Condemned to Die 


The Hearing Before Pilate 


They led Jesus therefore into the palace: and it was early; and they 
themselves entered not into the palace, that they might not be defiled, 
but might eat the passover. Pilate therefore went out unto them, and 
saith, ‘What accusation bring ye against this man?” 

They answered and said unto him, “If this man were not an evil-doer, 
we should not have delivered him up unto thee.”’ 

Pilate therefore said unto them, “Take him yourselves, and judge him 
according to your law.” 

The Jews said unto him, “It is not lawful for us to put any man to 
death.” 

Pilate therefore entered again into the palace, and called Jesus, and said 
unto him, ‘Art thou the King of the Jews?” 

Jesus answered, ‘‘Sayest thou this of thyself, or did others tell it thee 
concerning me?” 

Pilate answered, ‘“‘AmIaJew? Thine own nation and the chief priests 
delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done?”’ 

Jesus answered, ‘‘ My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were 
of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered 
to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.”’ 

Pilate therefore said unto him, ‘‘ Art thou a king then?”’ 

Jesus answered, “Thou sayest that Iam a king. To this end have I 
been born, and to this end am I come into the world, that I should bear 
witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.” 

Pilate saith unto him, “ What is truth?” 

And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith 
unto them, “I find no fault in this man.” 

But they were the more urgent, saying, “He stirreth up the people, 
teaching throughout all Judea, and beginning from Galilee even unto this 

lace.” 
‘ But when Pilate heard it, he asked whether the man were a Galilean. 
And when he knew that he was of Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him unto 
Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem in these days. 
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The Trial Before Herod 


Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he had been for 
a long time desirous of seeing him, because he had heard concerning him; 
and he hoped to see some miracle done by him. And he questioned him 
in many words; but he answered him nothing. And the chief priests and 
the scribes stood, vehemently accusing him. And Herod with his soldiers 
treated him as one of no account, and mocked him, and arraying him in 
gorgeous apparel sent him back to Pilate. And Herod and Pilate became 
friends with each other that very day: for before they were at enmity 
between themlseves. 


The Sentence of Death 


Now at the feast it was Pilate’s custom to release unto them one prisoner, 
whom they asked of him. And there was one called Barabbas, lying 
bound with them that had made insurrection, men who in the insurrection 
had committed murder. And the multitude went up and began to ask 
him to do as he was wont to do unto them. And Pilate answered them, 
saying, ‘‘ Will ye that I release unto you the King of the Jews?” 

For he perceived that for envy the chief priests had delivered him up. 
And while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, 
saying, ““Have thou nothing to do with that righteous man: for I have 
been much disturbed to-day in a dream because of him.”’ But the chief 
priests stirred up the multitude, that he should rather release Barabbas 
unto them. And Pilate again answered and said unto them, “ What then 
shall I do unto him whom ye call the King of the Jews?” 

Then they shouted, saying, ‘‘ Crucify him, crucify him.”’ 

And he said unto them the third time, “Why, what evil hath this man 
done? I have found no cause of death in him: I will therefore chastise 
him and release him.” 

But they were urgent with loud voices, asking that he might be crucified. 
And their voices prevailed. And he released him that for insurrection 
and murder had been cast into prison, whom they asked for. But Jesus 
he scourged. And the soldiers plaited a crown of thorns, and put it on 
his head, and arrayed him in a purple garment; and they came unto him, 
and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and they struck him with their hands. 

And Pilate went out again, and saith unto them, “Behold, I bring him 
out to you, that ye may know that I find no crime in him.” 

Jesus therefore came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 
garment. And Pilate saith unto them, “Behold, the man!” 

When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, 
saying, “Crucify him, crucify him.” 

Pilate saith unto them, “Take him yourselves, and crucify him: for I 
find no crime in him.”’ 


“GORDON’S CALVARY”—ONE OF THE TRADITIONAL SITES 


A knoll above Jeremiah’s grotto has been suggested as the genuine Calvary, or Gol- 
gotha, by Otto Thenius in 1849, followed by Gordon, Conder, and others, on the ground 
principally that it is the “place of stoning,” according to modern Jewish tradition. 


THE LIFE OF THE LORD JESUS 417 


The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law he ought to 
die, because he made himself the Son of God.” 

When Pilate therefore heard this saying, he was the more afraid; and 
he entered into the palace again, and saith unto Jesus, ‘Whence art thou?” 

But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore saith unto him, 
“Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to re- 
lease thee, and have power to crucify thee?” 

Jesus answered him, ‘“‘Thou wouldest have no power against me, except 
it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee 
hath greater sin.” 

Upon this Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, 
“Tf thou release this man, thou art not Cesar’s friend: every one that 
maketh himself a king speaketh against Cesar.” 

When Pilate therefore heard these words, he brought Jesus out, and sat 
down on the judgment-seat at a place called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, 
Gabbatha. Now it was the Preparation of the passover: it was about the 
sixth hour. And he saith unto the Jews, “‘ Behold, your King!” 

They therefore cried out, ‘“‘ Away with him, away with him, crucify him.”’ 

Pilate saith unto them, “Shall I crucify your King?” 

The chief priests answered, “ We have no king but Cesar.” 

Then therefore he delivered him unto them to be crucified. 


THE CRUCIFIXION 


How the Lord Jesus Died on the Cross 


They took Jesus then: and he went out, bearing the cross for himself, 
unto the place called The place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew 
Golgotha. 

And there followed him a great multitude of the people, and of women 
who bewailed and lamented him. But Jesus turning unto them said, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and 
for your children. For behold, the days are coming, in which they shall 
say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, “Cover us.’ For if 
they do these things in the green tree, what shall be done in the dry?” 

And they compelled one passing by, Simon of Cyrene, coming from the 
country, to go with them, that he might bear his cross. 

And there were two thieves led with him to be put to death. 

And they offered him wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not. 
And they crucified him, and parted his garments among them, casting 
lots upon them, what each should take. And it was the third hour, when 
they crucified him, and they crucified the thieves, one on the right hand 
and the other on the left. 

And Jesus said, “ Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” 
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And the superscription of his accusation was written over him,— 
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 

This title therefore read many of the Jews, for the place where Jesus 
was crucified was nigh to the city; and it was written in Hebrew, and in 
Latin, and in Greek. The chief priests of the Jews therefore said to 
Pilate, ‘Write not, ‘The King of the Jews’; but, that he said, ‘I am King 
of the Jews.’”’ Pilate answered, ‘‘What I have written I have written.”’ 

And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, 
“Ha! thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save 
thyself, and come down from the cross.” 

In like manner also the chief priests mocking him among themselves 
with the scribes said, ‘He saved others; himself he cannot save. Let 
the Christ, the King of Israel, now come down from the cross, that we 
may see and believe.” 

And they that were crucified with him reproached him. 

And one of the thieves railed on him, saying, ‘Art not thou the Christ? 
save thyself and us.” 

But the other answered, and rebuking him said, “‘Dost thou not even 
fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed 
justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath 
done nothing amiss.” 

And he said, ‘‘ Jesus, remember me when thou comest in thy kingdom.” 

And Jesus said unto him, ‘Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou 
be with me in Paradise.” 

But there were standing by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleopas, and Mary Magdalene. When 
Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he 
loved, he saith unto his mother, “‘Woman, behold, thy son!” 

Then saith he to the disciple, “‘ Behold, thy mother!”’ 

And from that hour the disciple took her unto his own home. 

And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the whole 
land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”’ that is, ‘‘My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?”’ 

And some of them that stood by, when they heard it, said, ‘Behold, 
he calleth Elijah.” 

And one ran, and filling a sponge full of sour wine, put it on a reed, and 
gave him to drink. But others said, “Let him alone; let us see whether 
Elijah cometh to take him down.” 

When Jesus therefore had received the wine, he said, “It is finished”: 
and he bowed his head, and gave up his spirit. 

And when the centurion, which stood by over against him, saw that 
he so gave up his spirit, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God.” 
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THE BURIAL 


How the Body of the Lord Jesus Was Buried in a Rich Man’s Tomb 

The Jews therefore, because it was the Preparation (that is, the day 
before the Sabbath), and because bodies should not remain on the cross 
upon the Sabbath, asked of Pilate that their legs might be broken, and 
that they might be taken away. The soldiers therefore came, and broke 
the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him: but 
when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they broke 
not his legs: but one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and 
straightway there came out blood and water. 

And behold, a man named Joseph, who was a councilor, a good man and 
a righteous (he had not consented to their counsel and deed), a man of 
Arimatheea, a city of the Jews, who was looking for the kingdom of God: 
this man went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And he took 
it down, and wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid him in a tomb that was 
hewn in stone, where never man had yet lain. And he rolled a great 
stone to the door of the tomb, and departed. And Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he was laid. And they returned, 
and prepared spices and ointments. 

Now on the morrow, which is the day after the Preparation, the chief 
priests and the Pharisees were gathered together unto Pilate, saying, 
“‘Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, ‘After 
three days I rise again.’ Command therefore that the sepulcher be made 
sure until the third day, lest haply his disciples come and steal him away, 
and say unto the people, ‘He is risen from the dead’: and the last error 
will be worse than the first.” 

Pilate said unto them, “‘Ye have a guard: go your way, make it as 
sure as ye can.” 

So they went, and made the sepulcher sure, sealing the stone, the guard 
being with them. 

ele 


fiow the Lord Sesus rose again from the dead, how He 
romtoried His disciples, and how He seut them ont to 
teach all men in His name 


PERSONS OF THE STORY 


The LORD JESUS. “The Other Disciple.” 
Mary Magdalene. Cleopas. 
Peter. Thomas. 


Disciples, Angels. 
PLACES OF THE STORY 


The Garden of the Tomb. Jerusalem. : 
The Village of Emmaus. The Sea of Galilee. 
The Mountain of the Ascension. 
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THE RESURRECTION 


How the Lord Jesus Rose from the Dead, and Appeared 
to Mary of Magdala 


Now on the first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, 
while it was yet dark, unto the tomb, and seeth the stone taken away 
from the tomb. She runneth therefore, and cometh to Simon Peter, 
and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, “They 
have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they 
have laid him.” 

Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and they went 
toward the tomb. And they ran both together: and the other disciple 
outran Peter, and came first to the tomb; and stooping and looking in, 
he seeth the linen cloths lying; yet entered he not in. Simon Peter there- 
fore also cometh, following him, and entered into the tomb; and he 
beholdeth the linen cloths lying, and the napkin, that was about his head, 
not lying with the linen cloths, but rolled up in a place by itself. Then 
entered in therefore the other disciple also, which came first to the tomb, 
and he saw, and believed. For as yet they knew not the scripture, that 
he must rise again from the dead. So the disciples went away again 
unto their own home. 

But Mary was standing without at the tomb weeping: so, as she wept, 
she stooped and looked into the tomb; and she beholdeth two angels in 
white sitting, one at the head, and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus 
had lain. And they say unto her, ““Woman, why weepest thou?’”’ She 
saith unto them, ‘‘ Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know 
not where they have laid him.” 

When she had thus said, she turned herself back, and beholdeth Jesus 
standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 

Jesus saith unto her, ‘Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest 
thou?” 

She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, “Sir, if thou 
hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take 
him away.” 

Jesus saith unto her, ‘‘ Mary.” 

She turneth herself, and saith unto him in Hebrew, “‘Rabboni’’; which 
is to say, “‘ Master.” 

Jesus saith to her, “Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended unto the 
Father: but go unto my brethren, and say to them, ‘I ascend unto my 
Father and your Father, and my God and your God.’”’ 

Mary Magdalene cometh and telleth the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord’’; and that he had said these things unto her. 


PETER AND JOHN HASTENING TO THE SEPULCHER ON 
EASTER MORNING 


By Burnand 
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ON THE WAY TO EMMAUS 


How on the Same Day He Joined Two of His Disciples, as 
They Walked into the Country 

And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named 
Emmaus, which was threescore furlongs from Jerusalem. And they 
communed with each other of all these things which had happened. And 
it. came to pass, while they communed and questioned together, that 
Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. But their eyes were holden 
that they should not know him. And he said unto them, “What com- 
munications are these that ye have one with another, as ye walk?” 

And they stood still, looking sad. And one of them, named Cleopas, 
answering said unto him, ‘“ Dost thou alone sojourn in Jerusalem and not 
know the things which are come to pass there in these days?” 

And he said unto them, “‘ What things?”’ 

And they said unto him, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people: 
and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him up to be condemned 
to death, and crucified him. But we hoped that it was he who should 
redeem Israel. Yea and beside all this, it is now the third day since these 
things came to pass. Moreover certain women of our company amazed 
us, having been early at the tomb; and when they found not his body, 
they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said 
that he was alive. And certain of them that were with us went to the 
tomb, and found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw not.”’ 

And he said unto them, ‘“‘O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe 
in all the prophets have spoken! Ought not the Christ to suffer these 
things, and to enter into his glory?” 

And beginning from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted 
to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. And they 
drew near unto the village, whither they were going: and he made as 
though he would go further. And they constrained him, saying, “Abide 
with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is now far spent.” 

And he went in to abide with them. And it came to pass, when he had 
sat down with them to meat, he took the bread, and blessed it, and broke, 
and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; 
and he vanished out of their sight. And they said one to another, ‘Was 
not our heart burning within us, while he spoke to us on the way, while 
he opened to us the scriptures?” 


DOUBTING THOMAS 
How the Lord Jesus Appeared to His Disciples Twice at Jerusalem 


Those disciples with whom Jesus had eaten at Emmaus rose up that 
very hour, and returned to Jerusalem, in the evening, and found the 
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eleven gathered together, and them that were with them. The eleven 
told them in secret, the doors being shut for fear of the Jews, “The Lord 
is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.” And the two disciples 
told the others the things that happened on the way, and how he was 
known of them in the breaking of the bread. 

And as they spoke these things, he himself stood in the midst of them, 
and said unto them, “‘ Peace be unto you.” 

But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they beheld 
a spirit. And he said unto them, “Why are ye troubled? and wherefore 
do questionings arise in your heart? See my hands and my feet, that it 
is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as 
ye behold me having.” 

And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 
And while they still disbelieved for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, 
“Have ye here anything to eat?”” And they gave him a piece of a broiled 
fish. 

And he took it and did eat before them. 

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them 
when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said unto him, “‘We have 
seen the Lord.’’ But he said unto them, ‘‘ Except I shall see in his hands 
the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and 
put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with 
them. Jesus cometh, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and 
said, “‘Peace be unto you.” 

Then said he to Thomas, ‘“‘ Reach hither thy finger, and see my hands; 
and reach hither thy hand, and put it into my side: and be not faithless, 
but believing.” 

Thomas answered and said unto him, “My Lord and my God.” 

Jesus said unto him, “‘ Because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: 
blessed are they who have not seen, and yet have believed.” 


“REED MY SHEEP ” 


How the Lord Jesus Appeared to His Disciples as They Fished 
at the Sea of Galilee 


After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at 
the sea of Galilee in this way. There were together Simon Peter, and 
Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons 
of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. Simon Peter said unto them, 
“T go a fishing.” 

They say unto him, “ We also come with thee.” 

They went forth, and entered into the boat; and that night they took 


THE LIFE OF THE LORD JESUS 423 


nothing. But when day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach: 
but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus therefore said unto 
them, “Children, have ye aught to eat?” 

They answered him, “No.” 

And he said unto them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and 
ye shall find.” 

They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the 
multitude of fishes. That disciple therefore whom Jesus loved saith unto 
Peter, ‘‘It is the Lord.” 

So when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his coat about 
him (for he was naked), and cast himself into the sea. But the other 
disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from the land, but 
about two hundred cubits off), dragging the net full of fishes. So when 
they got out upon the land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid 
therecn, and bread. Jesus said unto them, “Bring of the fish which ye 
have now taken.” 

Simon Peter therefore went up, and drew the net to land, full of great 
- fishes, a hundred and fifty-three: and for all there were so many, the net 
was not rent. Jesus said unto them, “‘Come and break your fast.”’ 

And none of the disciples dared inquire of him, ‘‘ Who art thou?” know- 
ing that it was the Lord. 

Jesus came, and took the bread, and gave them, and the fish likewise. 

So when they had broken their fast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, 
son of John, lovest thou me more than these?”’ 

He said unto him, “ Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.” 

He said unto him, ‘‘Feed my lambs.” 

He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, lovest thou 
me?” 

He said unto him, ‘Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.” 

He said unto him, ‘Tend my sheep.” 

He said unto him the third time, “Simon, son of John, lovest thou me?” 

Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, “ Lovest thou 
me?” And he said unto him, “Lord, thou knowest all things; thou 
knowest that I love thee.” 

Jesus said unto him, “Feed my sheep.”’ 

And when he had spoken this, he said unto him, “ Follow me.” 

Peter, turning about, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following; 
and said to Jesus, ‘‘ Lord, and what shall this man do?” 

Jesus said unto him, “If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 
thee? Follow thou me.” 
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THE ASCENSION 


How the Lord Jesus Appeared Again in Galilee, and How He at Last 
Went Away from Earth to Heaven 


But the eleven disciples went into Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus 
had appointed them. And when they saw him, they worshiped him: 
but some doubted. And Jesus came to them and spoke unto them, 
saying,— 

“All authority hath been given unta me in heaven and on earth. Go pe 
therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name 
of the Father and of the Son andof the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe 


all things whatsoever J commanded pou: and lo, J am with pou alway, even 
unto the end of the world.’”’ 


Then they all went again to Jerusalem, where Jesus appeared once more 
to them, and spoke with them about the kingdom of God. They, still 
thinking that he meant an earthly kingdom of which he would be king at 
Jerusalem, and wondering when it would come, asked him, saying, “Lord, 
dost thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

And he said unto them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons, 
which the Father hath set within his own authority. But ye shall receive 
power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be my wit- 
nesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judza and Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” 

And he said unto them, “These are my words which I spoke unto you, 
while I was yet with you, how that all things must needs be fulfilled, which 
are written in the law of Moses, and the prophets, and the psalms, con- 
cerning me.” 

Then opened he their mind, that they might understand the scriptures; 
and he said unto them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer, 
and rise again from the dead the third day; and that repentance and re- 
mission of sins should be preached in his name unto all the nations, begin- 
ning from Jerusalem. Ye are witnesses of these things. And behold, I 
send forth the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city, 
until ye be clothed with power from on high.” 

And he led them out until they were over against Bethany: and he 
lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass while he 
blessed them, he departed from them, and was carried up into heaven. 
And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: and 
were continually in the temple, blessing God. 


Leaders and Victories of the 
Tew Faith 


fe 
ow the New Faith Spread from Jerusalem 


PERSONS OF THE STORY 
The Disciples, especially Peter. Stephen. 


A lame man. A Queen’s Officer. 
Ananias. Dorcas. 
Sapphira. A Roman Captain. 


Annas, Caiaphas, Priests, Officers, Messengers. 
PLACES OF THE STORY 


Jerusalem. Cesarea. 
Joppa. Lydda. 
The country of Palestine and surrounding regions. 


THE DAY OF PENTECOST 
The First Meeting of the Disciples in Jerusalem 


(After Jesus had left the company of the apostles, and was seen no more by them, they 
remained quietly in Jerusalem. They chose a man named Matthias to take the place of 
Judas, but they had no definite plan of action, not yet quite realizing the importance of the 
work which they were to do. Suddenly, on the day of Pentecost, there came the great in- 
spiration from God to go forward and take up the work of redeeming the world where Jesus 
laid it down. They began to preach about Jesus, of his beautiful life, and his death for men 
upon the cross. And everywhere the people listened eagerly and gladly to this wonderful 
story, and believing, were baptized, becoming the disciples of the new faith. This is the 
story of the simple beginning of the great movement called Christianity, as the experience 
made its impression upon the disciples themselves.) 


And when the day of Pentecost was now come, they were all together 
in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound as of the 
rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared unto them tongues parting asunder, like fire; and it 
sat upon each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

Now there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every 
nation under heaven. And when this sound was heard, the multitude 
came together, and were amazed, because every man heard them speaking 
in his own language. And they marveled, saying, “Behold, are not all 
these which speak Galilzans? And how hear we, every man in our own 
language, wherein we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, 
and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, in Judea and Cappadocia, in Pontus 
and Asia, in Phrygia and Pamphylia, in Egypt and the parts of Libya 
about Cyrene, and sojourners from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
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Cretans and Arabians, we do hear them speaking in our tongues the 
mighty works of God.” 

And they were all amazed, and were perplexed, saying one to another, 
“What meaneth this?” 

But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and spoke 
forth unto them, saying, ‘‘“Ye men of Judea, and all ye that dwell at 
Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and give ear unto my words. For 
these are not drunken, as ye suppose; seeing it is but the third hour of the 
day; but this is that which hath been spoken by the prophet Joel :— 


‘And it shall be in the last days, saith God, 

I will pour forth of my Spirit upon all flesh. 

And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

And your young men shall see visions, 

And your old men shall dream dreams: 

Yea and on my servants and on my handmaidens in those days 

Will I pour forth my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 

And it shall be, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.’ 


“Yemen of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved 
of God unto you by mighty works and wonders and signs, which God did 
by him in the midst of you, even as ye yourselves know; him, being 
delivered up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
by the hand of lawless men did crucify and slay: whom God raised up, 
having loosed the pangs of death: because it was not possible that he 
should be holden by it. For David said concerning him,— 


‘I beheld the Lord always before my face; 

For he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 
Therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
Moreover my flesh also shall dwell in hope: 

Because thou wilt not leave my soul in Hades, 

Neither wilt thou give thy Holy One to see corruption. 
Thou madest known unto me the ways of life; 

Thou shalt make me full of gladness with thy countenance.’ 


“Brethren, I may speak unto you freely of the patriarch David, that 
he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us unto this day. 
Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath 
to him, that he would set one of his family upon his throne; he foreseeing 
this spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was he left in 
Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus did God raise up, 
whereof we all are witnesses. Being therefore by the right hand of God 
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exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, 
he hath poured forth this, which ye see and hear. For David ascended 
not into the heavens: but he said himself,— 


“The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, 
Till I make thine enemies the footstool of thy feet.’ 


“Tet all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly, that God hath 
made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified.”’ 

Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said 
unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, “‘ Brethren, what shall we do?” 

Anda Peter said unto them, “Repent ye, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For to you is the promise, and to 
your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call unto him.” And with many other words he testified, and 
exhorted them, saying, “‘Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 

They then that received his word were baptized: and there were added 
unto them in that day about three thousand souls. And they continued 
steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 

And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done 
by the apostles. And all that believed were together, and had all things 
common; and they sold their possessions and goods, and divided them 
among all, according as any man had need. And day by day, continuing 
steadfastly with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread at home, 
they took their food with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, 
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to them day 
by day those that were being saved. 


A MIRACLE OF THE NEW FAITH 


How a Lame Man Was Healed, and What Came of tt 


Now Peter and John were going up into the temple at the hour of 
prayer, being the ninth hour. And a certain man that was lame from his 
birth was carried, whom they laid daily at the door of the temple which is 
called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple. This 
man seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked to receive 
analms. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him, with John, said, “ Look 
on us.” 

And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something from them. 
But Peter said, ‘Silver and gold have I none; but what I have, that give I 
thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 
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And he took him by the right hand, and raised him up: and immediately 
his feet and his ankle bones received strength. And leaping up, he stood, 
and began to walk; and he entered with them into the temple, walking, 
and leaping, and praising God. 

And all the people saw him walking and praising God: and knowing 
that it was he who sat for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, they 
were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto 
him. 

And as he held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in 
the porch that is called Solomon’s, greatly wondering. And when Peter 
saw it, he answered unto the people, ‘‘Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye 
at this man? or why fasten ye your eyes on us, as though by our own 
power or godliness we had made him to walk? The God of Abraham, and 
of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Servant 
Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied before the face of Pilate, when 
he had determined to release him. But ye denied the Holy and Righteous 
One, and asked for a murderer to be granted unto you, and killed the 
Prince of life; whom God raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. 
By faith in his name hath his name made this man strong, whom ye behold 
and know: yea, the faith which is through him hath given him this per- 
fect soundness in the presence of you all. And now, brethren, I know that 
in ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. But the things which God 
foreshowed by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ should suffer, 
he thus fulfilled. Repent ye, therefore, and turn again, that your sins 
may be blotted out, that so there may come seasons of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord; that he may send the Christ who hath been ap- 
pointed for you, even Jesus: whom the heaven must receive until the 
times of restoration of all things, whereof God spoke by the mouth of his 
holy prophets which have been since the world began. Moses indeed 
said, ‘A prophet shall the Lord God raise up unto you from among your 
brethren, like unto me; to him shall ye hearken in all things whatsoever 
he shall speak unto you. And it shall be, that every soul, which shall not 
hearken to that prophet, shall be utterly destroyed from among the 
people.’ 

“Yea and all the prophets from Samuel and them that followed after, 
as many as have spoken, they also told of these days. Ye are the sons of 
the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with your fathers, 
saying unto Abraham, ‘And in thy race shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed.’ Unto you first, God, having raised up his Servant, 
sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your in- 
iquities.”’ 

And as they spoke unto the people, the priests and the captain of the 
temple and the Sadducees came upon them, being greatly troubled because 
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they taught the people, and proclaimed in Jesus the resurrection from the 
dead. And they laid hands on them, and put them in prison unto the 
morrow: for it was now eventide. But many of them that heard the word 
believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers and elders and 
scribes were gathered together in Jerusalem; and Annas the high priest 
was there, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were 
of the kindred of the high priest. And when they had set them in the 
se they inquired, “By what power, or in what name, have ye done 
this?” 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said unto them, “Ye rulers of 
the people, and elders, if we this day are examined concerning a good deed 
done to a lame man, by what means this man is made whole; be it known 
unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, 
even in him doth this man stand here before you whole. He is the stone 
which was set at naught of you the builders, which was made the head of 
the corner. And in none other is there salvation: for neither is there any 
other name under heaven, that is given among men, whereby we must be 
saved.” 

Now when they beheld the boldness of Peter and John, and had per- 
ceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled; and 
they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus. And seeing 
the man which was healed standing with them, they could say nothing 
against it. But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the 
council, they conferred among themselves, saying, “What shall we do to 
these men? that a notable miracle hath been wrought through them, is 
manifest to all that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it. But that 
it spread no further among the people, let us threaten them, that they 
speak henceforth to no man in this name.” 

And they called them, and charged them not to speak at all nor teacn 
in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered and said unto them, 
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to hearken unto you rather than 
unto God, judge ye: for we cannot but speak the things which we saw and 
heard.” 

And they, when they had further threatened them, let them go, not 
finding how they might punish them, because of the people; for all men 
glorified God for that which was done. For the man was more than forty 
years old, on whom this miracle of healing was wrought. 

And being let go, they came to their own company, and reported all 
that the chief priests and the elders had said unto them. And they, when 
they heard it, lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, “O 
Lord, thou that didst make the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all 
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that in them is: who by the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of our father David 
thy servant, didst say,— 


‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 

And the peoples imagine vain things? 

The kings of the earth set themselves in array, 
And the rulers were gathered together, 
Against the Lord, and against his Anointed’ 


for of a truth in this city against thy holy Servant Jesus, whom thou didst 
anoint, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples 
of Israel, were gathered together, to do whatsoever thy hand and thy 
counsel foreordained to come to pass. And now, Lord, look upon their 
threatenings: and grant unto thy servants to speak thy word with all 
boldness, while thou stretchest forth thy hand to heal; and that signs and 
wonders may be done through the name of thy holy Servant Jesus.” 

And when they had prayed, the place was shaken wherein they were 
gathered together; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they 
spoke the word of God with boldness. 


ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA 


A Lie and its Consequences 

(The people began to have such an enthusiasm for the new faith, that many of them sold 
their property, gave the money to the apostles, and all lived together, like one great family. 
This custom was not altogether wise, and it did not prevail long. While it lasted, disaster 
came to two people. Ananias and Sapphira had become disciples of the new faith, and, like 
others, sold their property, but they kept back part, and tried to make the apostles believe 
that they had given all. The sin lay, not in keeping their property, for no one was required 
to give it up, but in the deceit.) 

And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and soul: 
and not one of them said that anything of the things which he possessed 
was his own; but they had all things common. And with great power 
gave the apostles their witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and 
great grace was upon them all. For neither was there among them any 
that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the prices of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles’ 
feet: and distribution was made unto each, according as anyone had need. 

But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a pos- 
session, and kept back part of the price, his wife also knowing about it, 
and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. But Peter 
said, ““Ananias, why hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, 
and to keep back part of the price of the land? While it remained, did 
it not remain thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thy power? 
How is it that thou hast conceived this thing in thy heart? thou hast not 
lied unto men, but unto God.” 


And Ananias hearing these words fell down and gave up his spirit: 
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and great fear came upon all that heard it. And the young men arose 
and wrapped him round, and they carried him out and buried him. 

And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not 
knowing what was done, came in. And Peter said unto her, “Tell me 
whether ye sold the land for so much.” 

And she said, ‘‘ Yea, for so much.” 

But Peter said unto her, ‘“‘How is it that ye have agreed together to 
tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried 
thy husband are at the door, and they shall carry thee out.” 

And she fell down immediately at his feet, and gave up her spirit: 
and the young men came in and found her dead, and they carried her out 
and buried her by her husband. And great fear came upon the whole 
church, and upon all that heard these things. 


THE FIRST MARTYR 


How Stephen Died Heroically for the New Faith. The Beginning of 
Persecution. The Sermon of Stephen. The Martyr’s Crown 


(The new faith was not destined to win its victories in peace. As the rulers hated Jesus, 
so they hated the new faith which was now proclaimed in his name; as they crucified the 
Master, so they persecuted and killed the disciples. Stephen was the first of “the noble 
army of martyrs,’ thousands of men, women, and children, who gave their lives gladly for 
thenew faith. It wasan army without weapons. The command of Jesus, “resist not evil,” 
was, in the first centuries, obeyed literally. It is worthy of note that the new faith never 
spread more rapidly nor won greater victories than during these years, when it never lifted 
sword against its enemies, but conquered them by the power of service and sacrifice.) 

And Stephen, who had become prominent among the disciples, was 
full of grace and power, and wrought great wonders and signs among the 
people. But certain of the Jews disputed with Stephen. And they were 
not able to withstand the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke. 
Then they bribed men, who said, “ We have heard him speak blasphemous 
words against Moses, and against God.” 

And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and 
came upon him, and seized him, and brought him into the council, and 
set up false witnesses, who said, “This man ceaseth not to speak words 
against this holy place, and the law: for we have heard him say, that this 
Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs 
which Moses delivered unto us.”’ 

And all that sat in the council, fastening their eyes on him, saw his face 


as it had been the face of an angel. 


The Defense of Stephen 
And the high priest said, ‘Are these things so?” 
And he said, ‘Brethren and fathers, hearken. The God of glory 
appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before 
he dwelt in Haran, and said unto him, ‘Get thee out of thy land, and from 
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thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall show thee.’ Then 
came he out of the land of the Chaldzeans, and dwelt in Haran: and from 
thence, when his father was dead, God removed him into this land, 
wherein ye now dwell: and he gave him no inheritance in it, no, not somuch 
as to set his foot on: and he promised that he would give it to him in 
possession, and to his family after him, when as yet he had no child. And 
God spoke in this wise, that his family should sojourn in a strange land, 
and that the people of that land should bring them into bondage, and ill 
treat them four hundred years. ‘And the nation to which they shall be 
in bondage will I judge,’ said God: ‘and after that shall they come forth, 
and serve me in this place.’ And the patriarchs, moved with jealousy 
against Joseph, sold him into Egypt: and God was with him, and delivered 
him out of all his afflictions, and gave him favor and wisdom before 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all 
his house. Now there came a famine over all Egypt and Canaan, and 
great affliction: and our fathers found no sustenance. But when Jacob 
heard that there was corn in Egypt, he sent forth our fathers the first 
time. And at the second time Joseph was made known to his brethren; 
and Joseph’s family became known unto Pharaoh. And Joseph sent, 
and called to him Jacob his father, and all his kindred, threescore and 
fifteen souls. And Jacob went down into Egypt; and he died, himself, 
and our fathers; and they were carried over unto Shechem, and laid in 
the tomb that Abraham bought for a price in silver of the sons of Hamor 
in Shechem. 

“But as the time of the promise drew nigh, which God promised to 
Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt, till there arose another 
king over Egypt, who knew not Joseph. The same dealt craftily with our 
race, and compelled our fathers to cast out their babes to the end they 
might not live. At this season Moses was born, and was exceeding fair; 
and he was nourished three months in his father’s house: and when he was 
cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, and nourished him for her own son. 

“And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians; and 
he was mighty in his words and works. But when he was well-nigh forty 
years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel. 
And seeing one’of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged him 
that was oppressed, smiting the Egyptian: and he supposed that his 
brethren understood that God by his hand was giving them deliverance; 
but they understood not. And the day following he appeared unto them 
as they strove, and would have made peace, saying, ‘Sirs, ye are brethren; 
why do ye wrong one to another?’ But he that did his neighbor wrong 
thrust him away, saying, ‘Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? 
Wouldest thou kill me as thou killedst the Egyptian yesterday?’ 

“And Moses fled at this saying, and became a sojourner in the land of 
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Midian, where he had two sons. And when forty years were passed, an 
angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire 
ina bush. And when Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: and as he 
drew near to behold, there came a voice of the Lord, ‘I am the God of thy 
fathers, the God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob.’ 

“And Moses trembled, and dared not behold. And the Lord said unto 
him, “Loose the shoes from thy feet: for the place whereon thou standest 
is holy ground. I have surely seen the affliction of my people which is in 
Egypt, and have heard their groaning, and I am come down to deliver 
them: and now come, I will send thee into Egypt.’ 

“This Moses whom they refused, saying, ‘Who made thee a ruler and 
a judge?’ him hath God sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer by the hand 
of the angel which appeared to him in the bush. This man led them forth, 
having wrought wonders and signs in Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and in 
the wilderness forty years. 

“This is that Moses, who said to fae children of Israel, ‘A prophet shall 
God raise up unto you from among your brethren, like unto me.’ This is 
he that was in the wilderness with the angel which spoke to him in the 
Mount Sinai, and with our fathers: who received living oracles to give 
unto us: to whom our fathers would not be obedient, but thrust him from 
them, and turned back in their hearts unto Egypt, saying unto Aaron, 
‘Make us gods which shall go before us: for as for this Moses, who led us 
forth out of the land of Egypt, we know not what has become of him.’ 
And they made a calf in those days, and brought a sacrifice unto the idol, 
and rejoiced in the works of their hands. But God turned, and gave them 
up to serve idols. 

“Our fathers had the tabernacle of the testimony in the wilderness, 
even as he appointed who spoke unto Moses, that he should make it accord- 
ing to the figure that he had seen. Which also our fathers, in their turn, 
brought in with Joshua when they entered on the possession of the 
nations, which God thrust out before the face of our fathers, unto the days 
of David; who found favor in the sight of God, and asked to find a habita- 
tion for the God of Jacob. But Solomon built him a house. Howbeit 
the Most High dwelleth not in houses made by hands; as saith the 
prophet,— 


‘The heaven is my throne, 

And the earth the footstool of my feet: 

What manner of house will ye build me? saith the Lord: 
Or what is the place of my rest? 

Did not my hand make all these things?’ 


“Ye stiffnecked and unregenerate in heart and ears, ye do always resist 
the Holy Spirit: as your fathers did, so do ye. Which one of the prophets 
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did not your fathers persecute? and they killed them which showed before 
of the coming of the Righteous One; of whom ye have now become 
betrayers and murderers; ye who received the law as it was ordained by 


angels, and kept it not.” 
Martyrdom 


Now when they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they 
raged against him. But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up 
steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on 
the right hand of God, and said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and 
the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.” 

But they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and rushed 
upon him with one accord; and they cast him out of the city, and stoned 
him: and the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. And they stoned Stephen, calling upon the Lord, and 
saying, “‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”’ 

And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge.’”’ And when he had said this, he fell asleep. And 
Saul was consenting unto his death. 

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church 
which was in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout 
the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. And devout men 
buried Stephen, and made great lamentation over him. But Saul laid 
waste the church, entering into every house, and dragging out men and 
women committed them to prison. 


(The martyrdom of Stephen gave a fresh impulse to the new faith. The disciples had 
been content to stay in Jerusalem, and preach to their own people. But persecution drove 
them out of the city, so that the gospel came to a wider circle of hearers. We shall see, as 
the story goes on, how Philip was directed to the officer of Queen Candace, and how Peter, 
against his will, at first, was sent to the Roman captain. So the new faith broadened, not as 
the apostles planned, but as God willed.) 


PHILIP AND THE QUEEN’S OFFICER 


How the New Faith Came to a Servant of a Queen 


An angel of the Lord spoke unto Philip, saying, “Arise, and go toward 
the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza: into 
the desert.” 

And he arose and went: and behold, a man of Ethiopia, an officer of 
great authority under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was over 
all her treasure, who had come to Jerusalem to worship; and he was 
returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
And the Spirit said unto Philip, “Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.” 

And Philip ran to him, and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and 
said, ‘“‘Understandest thou what thou readest?”’ 


THE TRADITIONAL HOUSE OF SIMON THE TANNER AT JOPPA 


From a photograph of the Palestine Exploration Fund, and used by special permission 


“The modern town, now called Jaffa, has about 8,000 inhabitants. Its main street 
leading from the harbor is steep, narrow, crowded, dark, and dirty, with lanes still darker 
and dirtier leading off from the huddle of houses on either side.’’ The sea coast terminus 
of the railroad to Jerusalem is at Jaffa. 
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And he said, ‘“‘How ean I, except some one shall guide me?” And he 
besought Philip to come up and sit with him. 
Now the place of the scripture which he was reading was this,— 


“He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; 
And as a lamb before his shearer is dumb, 
So he openeth not his mouth.” 


And the officer said to Philip, “I pray thee, of whom speaketh the 
prophet this? of himself, or of some other?”’ 

And Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this passage of scrip- 
ture, preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on the way, they came 
unto a certain water; and the officer saith, “Behold, here is water; what 
doth hinder me to be baptized?” 

And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they both went 
down into the water, both Philip and the officer, and he baptized him. 
And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip; and the officer saw him no more, for he went on his way 
rejoicing. But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he 
preached the gospel to all the cities, till he came to Caesarea. 


PETER AND DORCAS 


How Peter Restored a Good Woman to Lafe 


And it came to pass, as Peter went throughout all parts, he came down 
also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda. 

Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, that is, 
Doreas: this woman was full of good works and deeds of charity which 
she did. And it came to pass in those days, that she fell sick, and died: 
and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper chamber. And 
as Lydda was nigh unto Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, 
sent two men unto him, intreating him, ‘‘ Delay not to come on unto us.” 

And Peter arose and went with them. And when he was come, they 
brought him into the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him 
weeping, and showing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while 
she was with them. But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, 
and prayed; and turning to the body, he said, ‘Tabitha, arise.” 

And she opened her eyes; and when she saw Peter, she sat up. And he 
gave her his hand, and raised her up; and calling the disciples and widows, 
he presented her alive. And it became known throughout all Joppa: 
and many believed on the Lord. And it came to pass, that he abode 
many days in Joppa with one Simon a tanner. 
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PETER AND THE ROMAN CAPTAIN 


Peter’s Vision. How a Valuable Recruit Was Enlisted for the New Faith 


Now there was a certain man in Cesarea, Cornelius by name, a centurion 
of the company called the Italian company, a devout man, and one that 
feared God with all his house, who gave much alms to the people, and 
prayed to God always. He saw in a vision about the ninth hour of the 
day, an angel of God coming in unto him, and saying to him, “Cornelius.” 

And he, fastening his eyes upon him, and being afraid, said, “What is 
These Waynes 

And he said unto him, “Thy prayers and thine alms are gone up for 
a memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa, and bring one 
Simon, who is surnamed Peter: he lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, 
whose house is by the sea side.” 

And when the angel that spoke unto him was departed, he called two 
of his household servants, and a devout soldier of his body guard, and 
having told all things unto them, he sent them to Joppa. 

Now on the morrow, as they were on their journey, and drew nigh unto 
the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour: 
and he became hungry, and desired to eat: but while they made ready, 
he fell into a trance; and he beheld the heaven opened, and a certain 
vessel descending, as it were a great sheet, let down by four corners upon 
the earth: wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts and creeping 
things of the earth and birds of the heaven. And there came a voice to 
him, saying, ‘‘ Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 

But Peter said, “‘Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is 
common and unclean.”’ 

And a voice came unto him again the second time, ‘‘What God hath 
cleansed, make not thou common.”’ 

And this was done thrice: and straightway the vessel was received up 
into heaven. 

Now while Peter was much perplexed as to what the vision which he 
had seen might mean, behold, the men that were sent by Cornelius, having 
made inquiry for Simon’s house, stood before the gate, and called and asked 
whether Simon, who was surnamed Peter, were lodging there. And while 
Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, “Behold, three men 
seek thee. But arise, and get thee down, and go with them, nothing 
doubting: for I have sent them.” 

And Peter went down to the men, and said, “Behold, I am he whom ye 
seek: why are ye come?” 

And they said, “Cornelius a centurion, a righteous man and one that 
feareth God, and well reported of by all the nation of the Jews, was warned 
of God by a holy angel to send for thee to come to his house, and to hear 
words from thee.’’ So he called them in and lodged them. 
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And on the morrow he arose and went forth with them, and certain of 
the brethren from Joppa accompanied him. And on the morrow they 
entered into Czsarea. And Cornelius was waiting for them, having called 
together his kinsmen and his near friends. And when Peter entered, 
Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshiped him. But 
Peter raised him up, saying, “Stand up; I myself also am a man.” 

And as he talked with him, he went in, and found many come together: 
and he said unto them, “‘ Ye yourselves know how it is an unlawful thing 
for a man that is a Jew to join himself or come unto one of another nation; 
and yet unto me hath God showed that I should not call any man common 
or unclean: wherefore also I came without doubting, when I was sent for. 
I ask therefore with what intent ye sent for me.” 

And Cornelius said, ‘‘Four days ago, until this hour, I was keeping the 
ninth hour of prayer in my house; and behold, a man stood before me in 
bright apparel, and said, ‘Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms 
are had in remembrance in the sight of God. Send therefore to Joppa, 
and call unto thee Simon, who is surnamed Peter; he lodgeth in the house 
of Simon a tanner, by the sea side.’ Forthwith therefore I sent to thee; 
and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore we are all 
here present in the sight of God, to hear all things that have been com- 
manded thee of the Lord.”’ 

And Peter opened his mouth, and said, “Of a truth I perceive that God 
is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteousness, is acceptable to him. The word which he sent unto 
the children of Israel, preaching good tidings of peace by Jesus Christ (he 
is Lord of all)—that saying ye yourselves know, which was published 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee, after the baptism which 
John preached; about Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed him with the 
Holy Spirit and with power: how he went about doing good, and healing 
all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. And we are 
witnesses of all things which he did both in the country of the Jews, and 
in Jerusalem; whom also they slew, hanging him on a tree. Him God 
raised up the third day, and showed him, not to all the people, but unto 
witnesses that were chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and 
drink with him after he rose from the dead. And he charged us to preach 
unto the people, and to testify that this is he who is ordained of God to be 
the Judge of quick and dead. To him bear all the prophets witness, that 
through his name every one that believeth on him shall receive remission 
of sins.” 

While Peter yet spoke these words, the Holy Spirit fell on all them which 
heard the word. And the Jews who believed were amazed, as many as 
came with Peter, because on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. 
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Then answered Peter, “Can any man forbid the water, that these 
should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Spirit as well as we?” 
And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 


THE FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEYS 


How the Disciples at Last Began to Understand the Meaning of the Command 
of Jesus, “Go Ye into All the World” 


Now the apostles and the brethren that were in Judzea heard that the 
Gentiles also had received the word of God. And when Peter was come 
up to Jerusalem, the Jews contended with him, saying, “Thou wentest in 
to the Gentiles, and didst eat with them.”’ 

But Peter began, and expounded the matter unto them in order, saying, 
“T was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw a vision, a cer- 
tain vessel descending, as it were a great sheet let down from heaven by 
four corners; and it came even unto me: upon which when I had fastened 
mine eyes, I considered, and saw the fourfooted beasts of the earth and 
wild beasts and creeping things and birds of the heaven. And I heard 
also a voice saying unto me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I said, ‘Not 
so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean hath ever entered into my 
mouth.’ But a voice answered the second time out of heaven, ‘What 
God hath cleansed, make not thou common.’ And this was done thrice: 
and all were drawn up again into heaven. And behold, forthwith three 
men stood before the house in which we were, having been sent from 
Cesarea unto me. And the Spirit bade me go with them, making no 
distinction. And these six brethren also accompanied me; and we entered 
into the man’s house: and he told us how he had seen the angel standing 
in his house, and saying, ‘Send to Joppa, and bring Simon, whose surname 
is Peter; who shall speak unto thee words, whereby thou shalt be saved, 
thou and all thy house.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on 
them, even as on us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of 
the Lord, how he said, ‘John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave unto them the same 
gift that he gave unto us, when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I, that I could withstand God?” 

And when they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified 
God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also hath God granted repentance 
unto life.” 

They therefore that were scattered abroad after the trouble that arose 
about Stephen, traveled as far as Phcenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch, 
speaking the word to none save only to Jews. But there were some of 
them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they were come to Antioch, 
“poke unto the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of 
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the Lord was with them: and a great number that believed turned unto the 
Lord. 


PETER IN PRISON 


How Peter Was Cast into Prison, and How He Escaped the Hatred of Herod 


Now about that time Herod the king put forth his hands to afflict cer- 
tain of the church. And he killed James the brother of John with the 
sword. And when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize 
Peter also. And when he had taken him, he put him in prison, and de- 
livered him to four squads of soldiers to guard him; intending after the 
Passover to bring him forth to the people. Peter therefore was kept in 
the prison: but prayer was made earnestly by the church unto God for 
him. And when Herod was about to bring him forth, the same night Peter 
was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and guards 
before the door kept the prison. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood 
by him, and a light shone in the cell: and he smote Peter on the side, and 
awoke him, saying, “‘Rise up quickly.” 

And his chains fell from his hands. And the angel said unto him, 
““Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals.”’ And he did so. 

And he said unto him, “‘ Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me.”’ 

And he went out, and followed; and he knew not that it was true which 
was done by the angel, but thought he saw a vision. 

And when they were past the first and the second guard, they came unto 
the iron gate that leadeth into the city; which opened to them of its own 
accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and 
straightway the angel departed from him. And when Peter was come to 
himself, he said, ““Now I know of a truth, that the Lord hath sent forth 
his angel and delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the 
expectation of the people of the Jews.” 

And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary 
the mother of John whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered 
together and were praying. And when he knocked at the door of the gate, 
a maid came to answer, named Rhoda. And when she knew Peter’s 
voice, she opened not the gate for joy, but ran in, and told that Peter stood 
before the gate. And they said unto her, “Thou art mad.’’ But she 
confidently affirmed that it was even so. And they said, “It is his angel.’ 

But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened, they saw 
him, and were amazed. But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to 
hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him forth 
out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things unto James, and to 
the brethren.”’ 

And he departed, and went to another place. Now as soon as it was 
day, there was no small stir among the soldiers, what was become of Peter. 
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And when Herod had sought for him, and found him not, he examined the 
guards, and commanded that they should be put to death. And Peter 
went down from Judea to Czesarea, and tarried there. 


of> 
Missionary Journeys and Adventures of Parl 


PERSONS OF THE STORY 


PAUL. Priscilla and Aquila. 

Ananias, a disciple. Demetrius, a silversmith. 

Sergius Paulus, a Roman governor. Claudius Lysias, a Roman officer. 
Elymas, a sorcerer. Felix, a Roman governor. 
Barnabas. Drusilla, wife of Felix. 

Mark. Festus, a Roman governor. 
Timothy. King Agrippa. 

Silas. Queen Bernice. 

Gallio, a Roman governor. Publius, a Roman officer. 


The people of many towns and cities, Roman officials, soldiers, sailors, Christian disciples, 
PLACES OF THE SToRY 
The places which Paul visited are given elsewhere. 


PAUL THE APOSTLE 
How Paul the Persecutor Laid Aside the Old Life and Took up the New 


Now there enters into our story one whose life by any standard of measurement, in its 
boldness and audacity of plan, in its briliancy of achievement, in its personal courage and 
daring, compares favorably with that of any of the heroes of history,—Paul the Apostle. 
In many respects he resembled the modern successful man of business, the captain of indus- 
try, except that his work was done with a purely unselfish motive, loyalty to Jesus Christ 
and love for his fellow men. 

Paul was born in the Roman city of Tarsus, which is beautifully situated at the mouth 
of the river Cydnus. It was a city full of delight for an adventurous boy. There was the 
river sweeping down cold and clear from its mountain snows, the harbor with its great 
basins and stone quays and the shipping from every land. How Paul must have loved to 
linger on those wharves, watching the ships and the merchandise and hearing the songs of 
the sailors! In later days he always loved the city and the sea. He was never far away 
from them; never far distant from the smell of the sea breeze and the blue waters of the 
Mediterranean; very often he sailed on those waters, and more than once suffered ship- 
wreck. He was a freeborn Roman, that is, he was so fortunate as to have been born 
in a free city. A free Roman city had all the political rights and privileges of the city of 
Rome itself. This distinction was eagerly sought after, and was often bought with a large 
price by men who did not possess it by birth. When Paul was a lad he was sent away to 
Jerusalem to school, where he was taught by one of the most famous teachers. But Paul 
was always more Roman than Jewish in the actual experiences of his life. When the first 
persecutions of the Christians began, Saul, for that was his name then, was chosen by the 
high priest for this work. Everything he did, he did with his might. He gave the Chris- 
tians no rest, he hunted them from village to village, from house to house, because he 
thought this was his duty. He was on one of these expeditions, riding hard to Damascus 
when he had a vision of Jesus, who called to him and demanded the reason for the persecu- 
tions. Blinded by the vision he fell from his horse, and when he came to himself he was a 
changed man. Some time he spent in solitude, thinking the matter out and preparing for 
the new life. Then he came out ready to do anything and go anywhere for the Master 
The time was ripe for a man of his ability, his boldness, and his knowledge of the world. 
A man was needed with those qualities which make a great general, to plan and execute the 
work. All the apostles were Jews, born in Palestine, men who had never traveled outside the 
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narrow boundaries of theirnativeland. They were naturally timid, and failed to realize at 
first the importance of the new faith as a world power. Paul was the man for the crisis, — 
the hero who was destined to carry the new faith to the farther bounds of the empire. His 
great missionary journeys by land and sea are really campaigns. He had adventures with- 
out number, he was beaten and stoned, sometimes he was left on the ground for dead by 
those who thought they had at last put him out of the way. Often he went on his journey 
scarred and sore and bruised. The country over which he traveled is the most interesting 
and romantic in the world, the scene of the stories of mythology, the battle ground of 
armies. He sailed the seas which were furrowed by the keel of Homer’s hero Ulysses. He 
visited the famous capitals of antiquity. He spoke in cultured Athens, the city of Socrates 
and Plato. He founded churches in Philippi, where Caesar won his great battle, and in 
Corinth, one of the richest and wickedest cities of all the Roman empire. He went to Rome, 
and there, even while in prison, he won for the new faith members of the royal household 
and officers of the imperial guard. We do not know certainly, but there are traditions to 
the effect that he visited Spain, and even found his way far beyond the “Pillars of Her- 
cules” out upon the stormy Atlantic to Great Britain. It must not be supposed that he 
met with no opposition, Eyen among the members of the Christian church at Jerusalem 
he was bitterly opposed. There were many Jewish Christians who did not wish the new 
faith to spread beyond their own race, or if any so-called Gentiles became Christians they 
thought they should also become Jews. Paul believed that Jesus and his message were 
for all alike, that it was a gospel of freedom, a new faith in truth, and his way prevailed. 
Paul at last, an old man, was beheaded, so it is believed, by the wicked Roman Emperor 
Nero. Thus lived and died one of the greatest and most important characters in all history. 


THE VISION ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS 
The Beginnings of Faith. Service for the New Master 


But Saul, yet breathing threatening and slaughter against the disciples 
of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and asked of him letters to Damas- 
cus unto the synagogues, that if he found any that were of “‘the Way,”’ 
whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. And 
as he journeyed, it came to pass that he drew nigh unto Damascus: and 
suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven: and he fell 
upon the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, “Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me?” 

And he said, “‘ Who art thou, Lord?” 

And he said, “‘I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: but rise, and enter 
into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.” 

And the men who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing the 
voice, but beholding no man. And Saul arose from the earth; and when 
his eyes were opened, he saw nothing; and they led him by the hand, and 
brought him into Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and 
neither ate nor drank. 

Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and 
the Lord said unto him in a vision, ‘‘ Ananias.”’ 

And he said, ‘‘ Behold, I am here, Lord.”’ 

And the Lord said unto him, “Arise, and go to Straight street, and in- 
quire in the house of Judas for one named Saul, a man of Tarsus: for 
behold, he prayeth; and he hath seen a man named Ananias coming in, 
and laying his hands on him, that he might receive his sight.” 
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But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many of this man, 
how much evil he did to thy saints at Jerusalem: and here he hath au- 
thority from the chief priests to bind all that call upon thy name.” 

But the Lord said unto him, “Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto 
me, to bear my name before the Gentiles and kings, and the children of Israel: 
for I will show him how many things he must suffer for my name’s sake.” 

And Ananias departed, and entered into the house; and laying his 
hands on him said, ‘‘ Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, who appeared 
unto thee in the way which thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mayest 
receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

And at once there fell from his eyes as it were scales, and he received 
his sight; and he arose and was baptized; and he took food and was 
strengthened. 

And he was certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 
And at once in the synagogues he proclaimed Jesus, that he is the Son of 
God. And all that heard him were amazed, and said, “Is not this that 
man who in Jerusalem made havoc of them who called on the name of 
Jesus? and he had come hither for this intent, that he might bring them 
bound before the chief priests.’’? But Saul increased the more in strength, 
and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is 
the Christ. 

And after many days, the Jews took counsel together to kill him: but 
their plot became known to Saul. And they watched the gates also day 
and night that they might kill him: but his friends took him by night, 
and let him down through the wall, lowering him in a basket. 

And when he was come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join himself to 
the disciples: and they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a 
disciple. But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and 
declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had 
spoken to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name 
of Jesus. And he was with them going in and going out at Jerusalem, 
preaching boldly in the name of the Lord: and he spoke and disputed 
against the Grecian Jews; but they went about to kill him. And when 
the brethren knew it they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent him 
forth to Tarsus. 

So the church throughout all Judza and Galilee and Samaria had peace, 
being built up; and, walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort 
of the Holy Spirit, was multiplied. 

And some time after, Barnabas went forth to Tarsus to seek for Saul: 
and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And it came 
to pass, that for a whole year they were gathered together with the church, 
and taught much people; and that the disciples were called Christians 
first in Antioch. 


PAPHOS, ISLE OF CYPRUS 


I'rom a photograph owned by Rev. Francis E. Clark, D.D., LL.D., President of the United 
Societies of Christian Endeavor, and used by his kind permission 


Paphos was the residence of the proconsul of Cyprus, Sergius Paulus, who was con- 
verted by Paul on his first missionary journey. The old Roman city was situated about a 
mile south of the modern town on the west coast. 
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Che Hirst Missionary Journey of Paul 


PAUL AND BARNABAS SAIL FOR CYPRUS 
At Paphos a Roman Nobleman is Won to the New Faith 


(On his first journey Paul went by sea from Seleucia, the port of Antioch, to the Island 
of Cyprus. He crossed the island from east to west. He landed at Salamis and set sail 
from Paphos. He arrived at Perga in Southern Asia Minor, and then set out for a cam- 
paign of about two years in the great Roman province of Galatia. It is for the most part a 
wild and desolate country. There were snowy mountain ranges with perilous passes in- 
fested by robbers, rushing torrents, and precipitous roads, before he could come to the cities 
which lay behind the mountains. He was often in great danger, and many times suffered 
persecution. The places mentioned are Antioch, Iconiwm, Lystra, and Derbe. Then he 
and his companions came down to Perga, setting sail from the port of Attalia for Antioch 
in Cilicia. Companions: Barnabas and John Mark.) 

Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and 
teachers, Barnabas, and Symeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of 
Cyrene, and Manaen the foster brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 
And as they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, 
“Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called 
them.’ Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on 
them, they sent them away. 

So they, being sent forth by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia; 
and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. And when they were at Salamis, 
they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they 
had also John as their attendant. 

And when they had gone through the whole island unto Paphos, they 
found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar- 
Jesus; who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of under- 
standing. ‘The same called unto him Barnabas and Saul, and sought to 
hear the word of God. But Elymas the sorcerer withstood them, seeking 
to turn aside the proconsul from the faith. But Saul, who was also called 
Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fastened his eyes on him, and said, ‘“O 
full of all guile and all villainy, thou son of the devil, thou enemy of all 
righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 
And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be 
blind, not seeing the sun for a season.” 

And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went 
about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 

Then the proconsul, when he saw what was done, believed, being as- 
tonished at the teaching of the Lord. 


FROM CYPRUS TO ANTIOCH 


Paul’s Sermon at Antioch 


Now Paul and his company set sail from Paphos, and came to Perga in 
Pamphylia: and John departed from them and returned to Jerusalem. 
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But they, passing through from Perga, came to Antioch of Pisidia; and 
they went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and sat down. And 
after the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue 
sent unto them, saying, “‘ Brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for 
the people, say on.”’ And Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand 
said,— 

“Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, hearken. The God of this people 
Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the people when they sojourned in the 
land of Egypt, and with a high arm led he them forth out of it. And for 
about the time of forty years he bore with them in the wilderness. And 
when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them 
their land for an inheritance, for about four hundred and fifty years: and 
after these things he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. And 
afterward they asked for a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son 
of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for the space of forty years. And 
when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king; to whom 
also he bore witness, and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man 
after my heart, who shall do all my will.’ 

“Of this man’s family hath God according to promise brought unto 
Israel a Saviour, Jesus; when John had first preached before his coming 
the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was 
finishing his work, he said, ‘What suppose ye that Jam? Iam not he. 
But behold, there cometh one after me, the shoes of whose feet I am not 
worthy to unloose.’ Brethren, children of the race of Abraham, and those 
among you that fear God, to us is the word of this salvation sent forth. 
For they that dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him 
not, nor the voices of the prophets which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled 
them by condemning him. And though they found no cause of death in 
him, yet asked they of Pilate that he should be slain. And when they 
had fulfilled all things that were written of him, they took him down from 
the tree, and laid him in a tomb. 

“But God raised him from the dead: and he was seen for many days 
by them that came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now 
his witnesses unto the people. And we bring you good tidings of the 
promise made unto the fathers, how that God hath fulfilled the same unto 
our children, in that he raised up Jesus; as also it is written in the second 
psalm, ‘Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.’ And as con- 
cerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to 
corruption, he hath spoken on this wise, “I will give you the holy and sure 
blessings of David.’ Becausehe saithalso in another psalm, ‘Thou wilt not 
give thy Holy One to see corruption.’ For David, after he had in his own 
generation served the counsel of God, fell asleep, and was laid unto his 
fathers, and saw corruption: but he whom God raised up saw no corruption. 
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“Be it known unto you therefore, brethren, that through this man is 
proclaimed unto you remission of sins: and by him every one that be- 
lieveth is justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by 
the law of Moses. Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, which is 
spoken in the prophets ;— 


‘Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish; 

For I work a work in your days, 

A work which ye shall in no wise believe, if one declare it 
unto you.’ ”’ 


And as they went out, they besought that these words might be spoken 
to them the next Sabbath. Now when the synagogue broke up, many of 
the Jews and of the devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, 
speaking to them, urged them to continue in the grace of God. 

And the next Sabbath almost the whole city was gathered together to 
hear the word of God. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were 
filled with jealousy, and contradicted the things which were spoken by 
Paul, and blasphemed. And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, and 
said,— 

“Tt was necessary that the word of God should first be spoken to 
you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
eternal life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord commanded 
us, saying,— 


‘I have set thee for a light of the Gentiles, 
That thou shouldest be for salvation unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.’”’ 


And as the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word 
of God: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. And the 
word of the Lord was spread abroad throughout all the region. But the 
Jews urged on the devout women of honorable estate, and the chief men 
of the city, and stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and 
cast them out of their borders. But they shook off the dust of their feet 
against them, and came unto Iconium. And the disciples were filled with 
joy and with the Holy Spirit. 


THROUGH THE TOWNS OF GALATIA 
Paul is Stoned by the Mob. His Escape and Return 


And it came to pass in Iconium, that they entered together into the 
synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke, that a great multitude both of Jews 
and of Greeks believed. But the Jews that were disobedient stirred up 
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the Gentiles, and made them hostile to the brethren. Long time there- 
fore they tarried there speaking boldly in the Lord, who bore witness unto 
the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their 
hands. But the multitude of the city was divided; and part held with 
the Jews, and part with the apostles. And when there was made an 
attempt, both of the Gentiles and of the Jews with their rulers, to treat 
them shamefully, and to stone them, they became aware of it, and fled 
unto the cities of Lycaonia, Lystra and Derbe, and the region round 
about: and there they preached the gospel. 

And at Lystra there sat a certain man, impotent in his feet, a cripple 
from his birth, who never had walked. This man heard Paul speaking: 
who, fastening his eyes upon him, and seeing that he had faith to be made 
whole, said with a loud voice, “Stand upright on thy feet.’”’ And he 
leaped up and walked. 

And when the multitudes saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their 
voice, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, “‘The gods are come down to us 
in the likeness of men.’ And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, 
Mercury, because he was the chief speaker. And the priest of Jupiter 
whose temple was before the city, brought oxen and garlands unto the 
gates, and would have done sacrifice with the multitudes. But when the 
apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of it, they rent their garments, and 
sprang forth among the multitude, crying out and saying, “Sirs, why do 
ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and bring 
you good tidings, that ye should turn from these vain things unto the 
living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that 
in them is: who in the generations gone by suffered all the nations to- 
walk in their own ways. And yet he left not himself without witness, 
in that he did good, and gave you from heaven rains and fruitful seasons, 
filling your hearts with food and gladness.” 

And with these sayings scarce restrained they the multitudes from doing 
sacrifice unto them. 

But there came Jews thither from Antioch and Iconium: and having 
persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul, and dragged him out of the 
city, supposing that he was dead. But as the disciples stood round 
about him, he rose up, and entered into the city: and on the morrow he 
went forth with Barnabas to Derbe. And when they had preached the 
gospel to that city, and had made many disciples, they returned to 
Lystra, and to Iconium, and to Antioch, confirming the souls of the 
disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that “through 
many tribulations we must enter into the kingdom of God.” And when 
they had appointed for them elders in every church, and had prayed with 
fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they had believed. 
And they passed through Pisidia, and came to Pamphylia. And when 
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they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia; and thence 
they sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been committed to the 
grace of God for the work which they had fulfilled. And when they had 
come, and had gathered the church together, they told all things that God 
had done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith unto the 
Gentiles. And they tarried no little time with the disciples. 


A DISTURBANCE IN THE CHURCH 
How a Serious Dispute Was Settled by Mutual Conference 


(Trouble arose in the church very early over the question of admitting people of the 
outside world, or Gentiles, into the fellowship of the faith. There was a party in the church 
who insisted very strongly that the Gentiles, if they came in, must conform to all the rites 
and ceremonies of the Jews. Another party, headed by Paul, said that it was not neces- 
sary for the Gentiles to become Jews; that they could be Christians without following all 
the religious ceremonies of the Jews. After Paul and Barnabas returned from their mis- 
sionary journey, and reported the conversion of many Gentiles to the new faith, a great 
meeting of the leaders was called at Jerusalem, and the matter, after warm discussion, was 
decided in favor of the broader view of Paul.) 

And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, 
saying, “Except ye keep the custom of Moses, ye cannot be saved.”” And 
when Paul and Barnabas had no little disagreement and questioning with 
them, the brethren decided that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other 
of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this 
question. They therefore, being brought on their way by the church, 
passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, declaring the conversion of 
the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren. And 
when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received by the church 
and the apostles and the elders, and they repeated all the things that God 
had done with them. 

And the apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider of 
this matter. And when there had been much questioning, Peter rose up 
and said unto them, “Brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God 
made choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the 
word of the gospel, and believe. And God, who knoweth the heart, bore 
them witness, giving them the Holy Spirit, even as he did unto us; and 
he made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by 
faith. Now therefore why tempt ye God, that ye should put a yoke 
upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able 
to bear? But we believe that we shall be saved through the grace of the 
Lord Jesus, in like manner as they.” 

And all the multitude kept silence; and they hearkened unto Barnabas 
and Paul as they told what signs and wonders God had wrought among the 
Gentiles by them. And after they had ceased speaking, James answered, 
saying,— 


MOUNT LYKABETTOS, ATHENS 


From a photograph owned by Rev. Francis E. Clark, D.D., LL.D., President of the United 
Societies of Christian Endeavor, and used by his kind permission 


“The relation of Mount Lykabettos to the crowded buildings below, and to the sur- 
rounding landscape, is so like that of Arthur’s Seat to Edinburgh and its neighborhood, and 
there is so much resemblance between Edinburgh Castle and the Acropolis, that a com- 
parison between the city of the Saronic gulf and the city of the Forth has become justly 
proverbial.” 
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“Brethren, hearken unto me: Symeon hath rehearsed how first God 
did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. And to 
this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written,— 


‘After these things I will return, 

And I will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen; 

And I will build again the ruins thereof, 

And I will set it up: 

That the residue of men may seek after the Lord, 

And all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, 

Saith the Lord, who maketh these things known from the beginning of 
the world.’ 


“Wherefore my judgment is, that we trouble not those who from among 
the Gentiles turn to God; but that we write unto them, that they abstain 
from the pollutions of idols, and from uncleanness, and from what is 
strangled,andfromblood. For Mosesfrom generations of old hath in every 
city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath.” 

Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole 
church, to choose men out of their company, and send them to Antioch 
with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, 
chief men among the brethren: and they wrote thus by them,— 


“The apostles and the elder brethren unto the brethren who are of the Gentiles 
in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greeting: — 


“Forasmuch as we have heard that certain men who went out from us 
have troubled you with words, vexing your souls; to whom we gave no 
commandment; it seemed good unto us, having come to one accord, to 
choose out men and send them unto you with our beloved Barnabas and 
Paul, men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who themselves also 
shall tell you the same things by word of mouth. For it seemed good to 
the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these 
necessary things; that ye abstain from things sacrificed to idols, and from 
blood, and from things strangled, and from uncleanness; from which if 
ye keep yourselves, it shall be well with you. Fare ye well.” 

So they, when they were dismissed, came down to Antioch; and having 
gathered the multitude together, they delivered the epistle. And when 
they had read it, they rejoiced for the consolation it afforded. And Judas 
and Silas, being themselves also prophets, exhorted the brethren with 
many words, and confirmed them. And after they had spent some time 
there, they were dismissed in peace from the brethren to those that had 
sent them forth. But Paul and Barnabas tarried in Antioch, teaching 
and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also. 
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Che Serond Missionary Journey 


REVISITING THE SCENES OF FORMER VICTORIES 
IN PHRYGIA AND GALATIA 


Paul and Barnabas Again Take the Field 


(Paul started on his second missionary journey by the land route, passing through his 
native city of Tarsus, over the Taurus mountains and into Galatia, where he revisited the 
cities of Derbe and Lystra. He attempted to visit other places, but was prevented from 
doing so, and pressed on through many miles of wild and desolate country of northern Asia 
Minor until the welcome waters of the Aigean again greeted his eyes at Troas. Here he 
faced Europe and the great crisis of his life. In the night he saw the vision of the man and 
heard the cry, “Come over into Macedonia and help us.’”” Then Paul determined upon 
the great step which meant so much to the world. He went on board a coaster at Troas, 
made ‘‘a straight run” to the island of Samothracia, and the next day came to the harbor of 
Neapolis, which is only a few miles from Philippi. The important Macedonian campaign 
included the cities of Philippt, Thessalonica, and Berea. Here his work in Macedonia 
abruptly ended. In danger of his life from evil persons who followed him from Thessalonica, 
he was hurried out of the country by his friends and journeyed by land and sea to Athens. 
Then he went to Corinth, where he stayed for some time preaching and working at his trade 
of tentmaker. Embarking on a pilgrim ship carrying Jews to Passover, Paul sailed to 
Cesarea and then journeyed to Jerusalem, stopping briefly on the way at Ephesus. Thus 
ended the second great journey. 

Companions: Silas and Timothy.) 


And after some time, Paul said unto Barnabas, ‘‘ Let us return now and 
visit the brethren in every city wherein we proclaimed the word of the 
Lord, and see how they fare.” 

And Barnabas was minded to take with them John also, who was called 
Mark. But Paul thought it not good to take with them him who with- 
drew from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work. 
And there arose a sharp contention, so that they parted asunder one from 
the other, and Barnabas took Mark with him, and sailed away unto 
Cyprus; but Paul chose Silas, and went forth, being commended by the 
brethren to the grace of the Lord. And he went through Syria and 
Cilicia, confirming the churches. 

And he came also to Derbe and to Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple 
was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewess who believed in the new 
faith, but his father was a Greek. The same was well reported of by the 
brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium. And Paul took him with 
him. 

And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been 
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia; and when they 
were come over against Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia; and 
the Spirit of Jesus suffered them not; and passing by Mysia, they came 


down to Troas. 
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“THE MACEDONIAN CRY” 


The New Faith Enters Europe. The Midnight Rescue from 
the Jail at Philippe 


And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There was a man of Mace- 
donia standing, beseeching him, and saying, “Come over into Macedonia, 
and help us.” 

And when he had seen the vision, straightway we sought to go forth into 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel unto 
them. 

Setting sail therefore from Troas, we made a straight course to Samo- 
thrace, and the day following to Neapolis; and from thence to Philippi, 
which is a city of Macedonia, the first of the district, a Roman colony: 
and we were in this city tarrying certain days. And on the Sabbath day 
we went forth without the gate by a river side, where we supposed there 
was a place of prayer; and we sat down, and spoke to the women who 
were come together. And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of 
purple, of the city of Thyatira, one who worshiped God, heard us: whose 
heart the Lord opened, to give heed to the things which were spoken by 
Paul. And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, 
saying, “If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my 
house, and abide there.’’ And she persuaded us. 

And it came to pass, as we were going to the place of prayer, that a 
certain maid having a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters 
much gain by soothsaying. The same following after Paul and us cried 
out, saying, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim 
unto you the way of salvation.” 

And this she did for many days. But Paul, being greatly troubled, 
turned and said to the spirit, ‘I charge thee in the name of Jesus Christ 
to come out of her.” 

And it came out that very hour. 

But when her masters saw that the hope of their gain was gone, they 
laid hold of Paul and Silas, and dragged them into the marketplace before 
the rulers, and when they had brought them to the magistrates, they 
said, ‘These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, and set forth 
customs which it is not lawful for us to receive, or to observe, being Romans.” 

And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates 
tore their garments off them, and commanded to beat them with rods. 
And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into 
prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely: who, having received such 
a charge, cast them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the 
stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 
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hymns unto God, and the prisoners were listening to them; and suddenly 
there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison house 
were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened; and every one’s 
bands were loosed. And the jailor being roused out of sleep, and seeing 
the prison doors open, drew his sword, and was about to kill himself, 
supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 

But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, “Do thyself no harm: for we 
are all here.” 

And he called for lights, and sprang in, and, trembling for fear, fell 
down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out and said, “Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?” 

And they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, 
thou and thy house.” 

And they spoke the word of the Lord unto him, with all that were in 
his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed 
their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, immediately. And he 
brought them up into his house, and set food before them, and rejoiced 
greatly, with all his house, having believed in God. 

But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “‘ Let those 
men go.” And the jailor reported the words to Paul, saying, “‘The 
magistrates have sent to let you go: now therefore come forth, and go in 
peace.’ But Paul said unto them, “They have beaten us publicly, 
uncondemned, men who are Romans, and have cast us into prison; and 
do they now cast us out secretly? nay verily; let them come themselves 
and bring us out.” 

And the police reported these words unto the magistrates: and they 
feared, when they heard that they were Romans; and they came and 
besought them; and when they had brought them out, they asked them 
to go away from the city. And they went out of the prison, and entered 
into the house of Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren, they com- 
forted them, and departed. 


PREACHING IN THE MACEDONIAN CITIES 


Riot in Thessalonica. Success in Berea. 


Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they 
came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: and Paul, as 
his custom was, went in unto them, and for three Sabbath days reasoned 
with them from the scriptures, arguing that it behooved the Christ to 
suffer, and to rise again from the dead; and that this Jesus, “whom,” 
said he, “I proclaim unto you, is the Christ.” 

And some of them were persuaded, and joined Paul and Silas; and of 
the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few. 
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But the Jews, being moved with jealousy, took unto them certain vile 
fellows of the rabble, and gathering a crowd, set the city in an uproar; 
and assaulting the house of Jason, they sought to bring them forth to the 
people. And when they found them not, they dragged Jason and certain 
brethren before the rulers of the city, crying, “‘These men who have 
turned the world upside down are come hither also; whom Jason hath 
received: and these all act contrary to the decrees of Cesar, saying that 
there is another king, one Jesus.”’ 

And they troubled the multitude and the rulers of the city, when they 
heard these things. And when they had taken bail from Jason and the 
rest, they let them go. 

And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto 
Bercea: who when they were come thither went into the synagogue of the 
Jews. Now these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that 
they received the word with all readiness of mind, examining the scrip- 
tures daily, to see whether these things were so. Many of them therefore 
believed; also of the Greek women of honorable estate, and of men, not a 
few. 

But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that the word of 
God was proclaimed of Paul at Bercea also, they came thither likewise, 
stirring up and troubling the multitudes. And then immediately the 
brethren sent forth Paul to go as far as to the sea: and Silas and Timothy 
abode there still. But they that conducted Paul brought him as far as 
Athens: and receiving a commandment unto Silas and Timothy that they 
should come to him with all speed, they departed. 


PAUL AT ATHENS 


The Leader of the New Faith Speaks on Classic Ground 


Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, he was aroused, as he beheld 
the city full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and 
the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with them that met 
with him. And certain also of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers 
encountered him. And some said, ‘‘What would this babbler say?” 
others, “ He seemeth to be a teacher of strange gods”: because he preached 
Jesus and the resurrection. 

And they took hold of him, and brought him unto the Areopagus, say- 
ing, “May we know what this new teaching is, which is spoken by thee? 
For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would know 
therefore what these things mean.” (Now all the Athenians and the 
strangers sojourning there spent their time in nothing else, but either to 


tell or to hear some new thing.) And Paul stood in the midst of the 
Areopagus, and said,— 


SUMMIT OF THE AREOPAGUS (MARS HILL) 
From a photograph taken by Arthur L. Cooley, Ph.D., and used with his kind permission 


The Areopagus (Mars Hill) was a rocky hill west of the Acropolis and separated from it 
by a low, narrow declivity. The hill rises gradually from the west, but drops abruptly on 
the north and east. On this hill sat, from the earliest times, the council of the Areopagus, 
a representative body of great authority. Sixteen steps cut in the rock and much worn lead 
to the benches cut out of the rock on which the council sat. ‘On this spot a long series of 
awful causes, connected with crime and religion, had been determined, beginning with the 
legendary trial of Mars, which gave to the place its name of Mars Hill. It was a scene with 
which the dread recollections of centuries were associated. It was a place of silent awe in 
the midst of the gay and frivolous city. No place in Athens was so suitable to hear the 
discourse of Paul upon the mysteries of religion.” 
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“Ye men of Athens, in all things I perceive that ye are very religious. 
For as I passed along, and observed the objects of your worship, I found 
also an altar with this inscription,— 

TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. 


What therefore ye worship in ignorance, this set I forth unto you. The 
God that made the world and all things therein, he, being Lord of heaven 
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; neither is he served 
by men’s hands, as though he needed anything, seeing he himself giveth 
to all life, and breath, and all things; and he made of one people every 
nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, having determined their 
appointed seasons, and the bounds of their habitation; that they should 
seek God, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he is 
not far from each one of us: for in him we live, and move, and have our 
being; as certain even of your own poets have said,— 
‘For we are also his offspring.’ 

Being then the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead 
is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and device of man. 
The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked; but now he com- 
mandeth men that they should all everywhere repent: inasmuch as he 
hath appointed a day, in which he will judge the world in righteousness 
by the man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto 
all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.”’ 

Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked; 
but others said, ‘We will hear thee concerning this yet again.” 

Thus Paul went out from among them. But certain men were drawn 
to him, and believed: among whom also was Dionysius the Areopagite, 
and a woman named Damaris, and others with them. 


TENTMAKING IN CORINTH 


A Roman Officer Champions the New Fauth 


After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth. 
There he found a certain Jew named Aquila, lately come from Italy, with 
his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to depart 
from Rome. He became acquainted with them; and because he was of 
the same trade, he abode with them, and they worked together; for by 
their trade they were tentmakers. And he reasoned in the synagogue 
every Sabbath, and persuaded Jews and Greeks. 

But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul gave 
attention to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 
And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook out his 
raiment, and said unto them, “Your blood be upon your own heads; I 
am clean: from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.” 
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And he departed thence, and went into the house of a certain man 
named Titus Justus, one who worshiped God, whose house was close to 
the synagogue. And Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the 
Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, 
and were baptized. And the Lord said unto Paul in the night by a vision, 
“Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and 
no man shall set on thee to harm thee: for Ihave much people in this city.”’ 

And he dwelt there a year and six months, teaching the word of God 
among them. 

But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose 
up against Paul, and brought him before the judgment seat, saying, ‘‘ This 
man persuadeth men to worship God contrary to the law.” 

But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said unto the Jews, 
“Tf indeed it were a matter of wrong or of wicked villainy, O ye Jews, it 
would be reasonable that I should bear with you: but if they are questions 
about words and names and your own law, look to it yourselves; I am 
not minded to be a judge of these matters.” 

And he drove them from the judgment seat. And they all laid hold of 
Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judgment 
seat. And Gallio cared for none of these things. 

And Paul, having tarried after this yet many days, took his leave of the 
brethren, and sailed thence for Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila; 
having shorn his head in Cenchreze: for he had a vow. And they came 
to Ephesus, and he left them there: but he himself entered into the syna- 
gogue, and reasoned with the Jews. And when they asked him to abide 
a longer time, he consented not; but taking his leave of them, and saying, 
“T will return again unto you, if God will,” he set sail from Ephesus. 

And when he had landed at Czsarea, he went up to Jerusalem and 
saluted the church, and went down to Antioch. 
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FAR AND WIDE BY:-LAND AND SEA 
““T Must Also See Rome”’ 


(After brief visits at Jerusalem and Antioch, Paul started by the land route for Galatia. 
After revisiting the churches there he came through central Asia Minor to Ephesus. For 
two years Paul made this great city the center of missionary effort. After the great riot 
in Ephesus, which interrupted his plans, Paul set sail on a coasting vessel for Macedonia, 
changing ship at Troas. Thence he sailed for Philippi and remained three months with the 
Macedonian churches. _Then he went to Corinth, where he stayed three months more. At 
the opening of navigation in the spring he sailed again for Macedonia, visiting Philippi. 
From Philippi he started on a long and tedious voyage by coasting vessel, bound for Jerusa- 
lem. He touched on the voyage at Troas, Assos, Mitlylene, Samos, Trogyllium, Miletus 
Cos, Rhodes, Patara. These are towns on the islands and along the coast of Asia Minor. 
The ship made slow progress, doing a coasting trade no doubt, and waiting for favorable 
winds, At Patara they found a big merchantman bound directly for Tyre, calling only 


FOUNTAIN OF PIRENE AT CORINTH 


From a photograph taken by Arthur 8. Cooley, Ph.D., and used by his kind permission 


One of the interesting ruins going back to the days when Corinth was one of the leading 
cities of the Mediterranean. 
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at Myra. Before the strong west wind the ship made a good run out of sight of land from 
coast to coast except when the southern shores of Cyprus were passed. After a few days’ 
stop at Tyre, the ship went on to Cesarea, stopping at Ptolemais. Then Paul went up to 
Jerusalem, and the great third missionarv campaign was over. 

Companions: Various disciples.) 


After having spent some time at Antioch, he departed, and went through 
the region of Galatia and Phrygia in order, stablishing all the disciples. 

And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having 
passed through the upper country came to Ephesus. His preaching here 
had great effect. And not a few of them that practiced curious arts 
brought their books together, and burned them in the sight of all: and 
they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 
So mightily grew the word of the Lord and prevailed. 

Now after these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when 
he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, 
“‘ After I have been there, I must also see Rome.”’ 

And having sent into Macedonia two of his companions who ministered 
unto him, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while. 


A RIOT IN EPHESUS 


“Great 1s Diana of the Ephesians!” 

And about that time there arose no small stir concerning the new faith. 
For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver 
shrines of Diana, brought no little business unto the craftsmen; whom he 
gathered together, with the workmen of like occupation, and said, “Sirs, 
ye know that by this business we have our wealth. And ye see and hear, 
that not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath 
persuaded and turned away much people, saying that they are no gods, 
which are made with hands: and not only is there danger that this our 
trade come into disrepute; but also that the temple of the great goddess 
Diana be made of no account, and that she should even be deposed from 
her magnificence, whom all Asia and the world worshipeth.”” And when 
they heard this, they were filled with wrath, and cried out, saying,— 

“GREAT IS DIANA OF THE EPHESIANS!” 


And the city was filled with the confusion: and they rushed with one 
accord into the theater, having seized Gaius and Aristarchus, men of 
Macedonia, Paul’s companions in travel. And when Paul was minded to 
enter in unto the people, the disciples suffered him not. And certain also 
of the chief officers of Asia, being his friends, sent unto him, and besought 
him not to venture into the theater. Some therefore cried one thing, and 
some another: for the assembly was in confusion; and the larger part knew 
not wherefore they were come together. 

And they brought Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him 
forward. And Alexander beckoned with the hand, and would have made 
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a defense unto the people. But when they perceived that he was a Jew, all 
with one voice about the space of two hours cried out,— 
“GREAT IS DIANA OF THE EPHESIANS!” 


And when the town clerk had quieted the multitude, he saith, ‘““Ye men 
of Ephesus, what man is there who knoweth not that the city of the Ephe- 
sians is temple-keeper of the great Diana, and of the image which fell 
down from Jupiter? Seeing then that these things cannot be denied, ye 
ought to be quiet, and to do nothing rash. For ye have brought hither 
these men, which are neither robbers of temples nor blasphemers of our 
goddess. If therefore Demetrius, and the craftsmen that are with him, 
have a matter against any man, the courts are open, and here are judges: 
let them accuse one another. But if ye seek anything about other matters, 
it shall be settled in the regular assembly. For indeed we are in danger 
of being accused concerning this day’s riot, there being no cause for it: 
and we shall not be able to give account of this concourse.”’ 

And when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the assembly. 


FAREWELLS TO THE CHURCHES 


Paul Starts on a Fateful Journey 


And after the uproar was ceased, Paul having sent for the disciples and 
exhorted them, took leave of them, and departed to go into Macedonia. 
And when he had gone through those parts, and had given them much 
exhortation, he came into Greece. And when he had spent three months 
there, and a plot was laid against him by the Jews, as he was about to set 
sail for Syria, he determined to return through Macedonia. And there 
accompanied him as far as Asia a company of men from the various 
churches. But these had gone before, and were waiting for us at Troas. 
And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and 
came unto them to Troas in five days; where we tarried seven days. 

And upon the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to 
break bread,. Paul discoursed with them, intending to depart on the 
morrow; and prolonged his speech until midnight. And there were many 
lights in the upper chamber, where we were gathered together. And there 
sat in the window a certain young man named Eutychus, overpowered 
with deep sleep; and as Paul discoursed yet longer, he fell down from the 
third story, and was taken up dead. And Paul went down, and fell on 
him, and embracing him said, ‘‘ Make ye no ado; for his life is in him.” 

And when he was gone up, and had broken the bread, and eaten, and 
had talked with them a long while, even till break of day, so he departed. 
And they brought the lad alive, and were not a little comforted. 

But we, going before to the ship, set sail for Assos, there intending to 
take in Paul: for so had he appointed, intending himself to go by land. 


ACROCORINTH FROM EXCAVATIONS 
From a photograph taken by Arthur 8. Cooley, Ph.D., and used by his kind permission 


Corinth was one cf the famous cities of the Roman empire in Paul’s time. The city 
had a striking situation on the southern end of the narrow isthmus which connects Pelopon- 
nesus with the mainland of Greece. It was sometimes called ‘“‘The Bridge of the Seas.” 
Rather than take the long and dangerous voyage around the southern capes, some small 
ships were actually dragged across the isthmus. The larger ones transferred their passen- 
gers and cargoes. In this way Corinth was always thronged with travelers from all parts 
of the empire. The “Acrocorinth,” the abrupt and commanding hill shown in the illus- 
tration, rises 1,886 feet above the sea level. 
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And when he met us at Assos, we took him in, and came to Mitylene. 
And sailing from thence, we came the following day over against Chios; 
and the next day we touched at Samos; and the day after we came to 
Miletus. For Paul had determined to sail past Ephesus, that he might 
not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening, if it were possible 
for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost. 

And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called to him the elders of 
the church. And when they were come to him, he said unto them, “‘ Ye 
yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, after what 
manner I was with you all the time, serving the Lord with all lowliness of 
mind, and with tears, and with trials which befell me by the plots of the 
Jews: how I shrank not from declaring unto you anything that was 
profitable, and teaching you publicly, from house to house, testifying both 
to Jews and to Greeks repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ. And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, 
not knowing the things that shall befall me there: save that the Holy 
Spirit testifieth unto me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 
await me. But I hold not my life of any account, as dear unto myself, 
so that I may accomplish my course, and the ministry which I received 
from the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. And now, 
behold, I know that ye all, among whom I went about preaching the 
kingdom, shall see my face no more. Wherefore I testify unto you this 
day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I shrank not from 
declaring unto you the whole counsel of God. 

“Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in the which the Holy 
Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of God, which he pur- 
chased with his own blood. I know that after my departing grievous 
wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among 
your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
the disciples after them. Wherefore watch ye, remembering that by the 
space of three years I ceased not to admonish every one night and day with 
tears. And now I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you the inheritance among all 
them that are sanctified. I coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel. 
Ye yourselves know that these hands ministered unto my necessities, and 
to them that were with me. In all things I gave you an example, that so 
laboring ye ought to help the weak, and to remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’ ”’ 

And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them 
all. And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul’s neck, and kissed him, 
sorrowing most of all for the word which he had spoken, that they should 
behold his face no more. And they brought him on his way unto the ship. 
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And when it came to pass that we were parted from them, and had set 
sail, we came with a straight course to Cos, and the next day unto Rhodes, 
and from thence to Patara: and having found a ship crossing over unto 
Pheenicia, we went aboard, and set sail. And when we had come in sight 
of Cyprus, leaving it on the left hand, we sailed to Syria, and landed at 
Tyre: for there the ship was to unload her cargo. And having found 
the disciples, we tarried there seven days: and these said to Paul through 
the Spirit, that he should not set foot in Jerusalem. And when it came to 
pass that we had accomplished the days, we departed and went on our 
journey; and they all, with wives and children, accompanied us on our 
way, till we were out of the city: and kneeling down on the beach, we 
prayed, and bade each other farewell; and we went on board the ship, 
but they returned home again. 

And when we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptole- 
mais; and we saluted the brethren, and abode with them one day. And 
on the morrow we departed, and came to Caesarea: and entering into the 
house of Philip the evangelist, we abode with him. Now this man had 
four daughters, who prophesied. And as we tarried there many days, 
there came down from Judza a certain prophet, named Agabus. And 
coming to us, and taking Paul’s girdle, he bound his own feet and hands, 
and said, ‘Thus saith the Holy Spirit, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind 
the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of 
the Gentiles.’”’ And when we heard these things, both we and they of that 
place besought him not to go up to Jerusalem. 

Then Paul answered, “What do ye, weeping and breaking my heart? 
for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the 
name of the Lord Jesus.’”’ And when he would not be persuaded, we 
ceased, saying, ‘The will of the Lord be done.”’ 

And after these days we went up to Jerusalem. And there went with us 
also certain of the disciples from Cesarea, bringing with them one Mnason 
of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we should lodge. 


fe 


Che Captain of the Nem Faith in the Hands of Hie Hoes 


THE JEWS STIR UP A RIOT 
Paul, in Great Peril, is Saved by a Roman Officer 


(When Paul reached Jerusalem he worshiped, as was his custom, in the temple. But 
he had many enemies who said that he was a traitor to the Jewish faith because he was 
friendly with people who were not Jews.) 


Paul’s enemies stirred up all the multitude, and laid hands on him, 
crying out, “Men of Israel, help: This is the man, who teacheth all men 
everywhere against the people, and the law, and this place: and moreover 


RUINS OF THE THEATER AT EPHESUS 


From a photograph taken by Prof. C. P. Bill and used by his kind permission 


The theater at Ephesus is said to be the largest of any that have remained to us from 
antiquity. ‘‘Of the site of the theater, the scene of the tumult raised by Demetrius, there 
can be no doubt, its ruins being a wreck of immense grandeur. Its form alone can now be 
spoken of, for every seat is removed, and the proscenium is a hill of ruins.” 
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he brought Greeks also into the temple, and hath defiled this holy 
place.” 

For they had before seen with him in the city Trophimus the Ephesian, 
whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple. And all the 
city was moved, and the people ran together: and they laid hold on Paul, 
and dragged him out of the temple: and straightway the doors were shut. 
And as they were seeking to kill him, tidings came up to the chief captain 
of the garrison, that all Jerusalem was in confusion. And forthwith he 
took soldiers and centurions, and ran down upon them: and they, when 
they saw the chief captain and the soldiers, left off beating Paul. Then 
the chief captain came near, and laid hold on Paul, and commanded him 
to be bound with two chains; and inquired who he was, and what he had 
done. And some shouted one thing, some another, among the crowd: 
and when the captain could not know the truth for the uproar, he com- 
manded him to be brought into the castle. And when he came upon the 
stairs, he was borne by the soldiers on account of the violence of the crowd; 
for the multitude of the people followed after, crying out, ‘Away with him.” 

And as Paul was about to be brought into the castle, he saith unto the 
chief captain, ‘‘ May I say something unto thee?”’ 

And he said, “ Dost thou know Greek? Art thou not then the Egyptian, 
which before these days stirred up to sedition and led out into the wilder- 
ness the four thousand men of the Assassins?” 

But Paul said, ‘I am a Jew, of Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean 
city: and I beseech thee, give me leave to speak unto the people.” 


ON THE CASTLE STAIRS 
Paul Defends Himself Before the People 


When the officer gave him leave, Paul, standing on the stairs, beckoned 
with the hand unto the people; and when they were all silent, he spoke 
unto them in the Hebrew language, saying, “ Brethren and fathers, hear ye 
the defense which I now make unto you.” 

And when they heard that he spoke unto them in the Hebrew language, 
they were the more quiet: and he saith,— 

“T am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, at 
the feet of Gamaliel, instructed according to the strict manner of the law 
of our fathers, being zealous for God, even as ye all are this day: and I 
persecuted this Way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons 
both men and women. As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and 
all the elders: from whom also I received letters unto the brethren, and 
journeyed to Damascus, to bring them also who were there unto Jerusalem 
in bonds, to be punished. And it came to pass, that, as I made my 
journey, and drew nigh unto Damascus, about noon, suddenly there shone 
from heaven a great light round about me. And I fell to the ground, and 
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heard a voice saying unto me, ‘Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?’ 
And I answered, ‘Who art thou, Lord?’ And he said unto me, ‘I am 
Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest.’ And those who were with 
me beheld indeed the light, but they heard not the voice of him that spoke 
tome. And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said unto me, 
‘Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things 
which are appointed for thee to do.’ And when I could not see for the 
glory of that light, being led by the hand of them that were with me, | 
came into Damascus. And one Ananias, a devout man according to the 
law, well reported of by all the Jews that dwelt there, came unto me, and 
standing by me said unto me, ‘Brother Saul, receive thy sight.’ And in 
that very hour I looked up and saw him. And he said, ‘The God of our 
fathers hath appointed thee to know his will, and to see the Righteous 
One, and to hear a voice from his mouth. For thou shalt be a witness for 
him unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard. And now why 
tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on 
his name.’ And it came to pass, that, when I had returned to Jerusalem, 
and while I prayed in the temple, I fell into a trance, and saw him saying 
unto me, ‘Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: because 
they will not receive of thee testimony concerning me.’ 

“And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves know that I imprisoned and beat 
in every synagogue them that believed on thee: and when the blood of 
Stephen thy witness was shed, I also was standing by, and consenting, and 
keeping the garments of them that slew him.’ And he said unto me, 
“Depart: for I will send thee forth far hence unto the Gentiles.’ ”’ 

And they gave him audience unto this word: and they lifted up their 
voice, and said, “‘Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit 
that he should live.” And they cried out, and threw off their garments, 
and cast dust into the air. 


A CITIZEN OF THE EMPIRE 


The Roman Officer Discovers that Paul is a Fellow-Citizen, and 
Offers an Apology 


The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, bidding 
that he should be examined by scourging, that he might know for what 
cause they so shouted against him. And when they had tied him up with 
the thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, “Is it lawful for 
you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned?”’ 

And when the centurion heard it, he went to the chief captain, and told 
him, saying, “What art thou about to do? for this man is a Roman.” 

And the chief captain came, and said unto him, “Tell me, art thou a 
Roman?” 

And he said, “‘ Yea.’ 


THE PARTHENON, ONE OF THE TEMPLES ON THE 
ACROPOLIS AT ATHENS 


From a photograph taken by Arthur 8S. Cooley, Ph.D., and used by his kind permission 


“Crowning the Acropolis was the Parthenon, the glorious temple which rose in the 
proudest period of Athenian history to the honor of Minerva, and which ages of war and 
decay have only partially defaced. ‘The sculptures on one side of the pediments represented 
the birth of the goddess; those on the other depicted her contest with Neptune. Under the 
outer cornices were groups exhibiting the victories achieved by her champions. Round the 
inner frieze was the long series of the Panathenaic procession.’? The Acropolis, with its 
splendid temples, was on Paul’s right and in full view as he preached on the Areopagus. 
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And the chief captain answered, “With a great sum obtained I this 
citizenship.” 

And Paul said, “‘But I am a Roman born.”’ 

They then which were about to examine him straightway departed from 
him: and the chief captain also was afraid, when he knew that he was a 
Roman, and because he had bound him. 


PAUL BEFORE THE COUNCIL 


A Division Among the Members 

But on the morrow, desiring to know why he was accused of the Jews, he 
loosed him, and commanded the chief priests and all the council to come 
together, and brought Paul down, and set him before them. 

And Paul, looking steadfastly on the council, said, ‘Brethren, I have 
lived before God in all good conscience until this day.” 

And the high priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him to 
smite him on the mouth. Then said Paul unto him, ‘‘God shall smite 
thee, thou whited wall: and sittest thou to judge me according to the law, 
and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law?” 

And they that stood by said, ‘‘ Revilest thou God’s high priest?” 

And Paul said, “‘I knew not, brethren, that he was high priest: for it is 
written, ‘Thou shalt not speak evil of a ruler of thy people.’ ” 

But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the 
other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, ‘‘ Brethren, I am a Pharisee, 
a son of Pharisees: touching the hope and resurrection of the dead Iam 
called in question.” 

And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees 
and Sadducees: and the assembly was divided. (For the Sadducees say 
that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees 
believe both.) And there arose a great clamor: and some of the scribes 
of the Pharisees stood up, and strove, saying, ‘‘ We find no evil in this 
man: and what if a spirit hath spoken to him, or an angel?”’ 

And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul 
should be torn in pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down 
and take him by force from among them, and bring him into the castle. 

And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, ‘‘Be of good 
cheer: for as thou hast testified concerning me at Jerusalem, so must thou 
bear witness also at Rome.” 


A CONSPIRACY AGAINST PAUL 
Certain Fanatical Jews Make a Vow to Kill Paul, and He is Sent to Governor 
Felix, Under Escort of a Strong Body of Roman Cavalry 


And when it was day, the Jews banded together, and bound themselves 
by an oath, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had 
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killed Paul. And they were more than forty which made this conspiracy. 
And they came to the chief priests and the elders, and said, ‘‘We have 
bound ourselves by a great oath, to taste nothing until we have killed 
Paul. Now therefore do ye with the council request the chief captain to 
bring him down unto you, as though ye would judge of his case more 
exactly: and we, before he comes near, are ready to slay him.” 

But Paul’s sister’s son heard of their lying in wait, and he came and 
entered into the castle, and told Paul. And Paul called unto him one of 
the centurions, and said, ‘“‘ Bring this young man unto the chief captain: 
for he hath something to tell him.” 

So he took him, and brought him to the chief captain, and saith, “Paul 
the prisoner called me unto him, and asked me to bring this young man 
unto thee, who hath something to say to thee.” 

And the chief captain took him by the hand, and going aside asked him 
privately, ‘‘What hast thou to tell me?” 

And he said, ‘‘The Jews have agreed to ask thee to bring down Paul 
to-morrow unto the council, as though thou wouldest inquire somewhat 
more exactly concerning him. Do not thou therefore yield unto them: 
for there lie in wait for him of them more than forty men, who have bound 
themselves by an oath, neither to eat nor to drink till they have slain him: 
and now are they ready, looking for the promise from thee.”’ 

So the chief captain let the young man go, charging him, “Tell no man 
that thou hast informed me of this.” 

And he called unto him two of the centurions, and said, “Make ready 
two hundred soldiers to go as far as Ceesarea, and horsemen threescore and 
ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the third hour of the night.” 

And he bade them provide a beast for Paul to ride on, and bring him 
safe unto Felix the governor. And he wrote a letter after this form:— 


“Claudius Lysias unto the Most Excellent Governor Felix, greeting:— 


“This man was seized by the Jews, and was about to be slain by them, when 
I came upon them with the soldiers, and rescued him, having learned that he 
was a Roman. And desiring to know why they accused him, I brought him 
down unto their council: whom I found to be accused about questions of their 
law, but to have nothing laid to his charge worthy of death or of bonds. And 
when it was shown to me that there would be a plot against the man, I sent him 
to thee forthwith, charging his accusers also to speak against him before thee.” 


So the soldiers, as it was commanded them, took Paul, and brought him: 
by night to Antipatris. But on the morrow they left the horsemen to go) 
with him, and returned to the castle: and they, when they came to 
Cesarea, and delivered the letter to the governor, presented Paul als 
before him. And when he had read it, he asked of what province he was: 
and when he understood that he was of Cilicia, “I will hear thy cause,”’| 


THE SHIP ON WHICH PAUL SAILED FOR ROME 
JUST BEFORE THE WRECK 


This very interesting picture is taken from an old book, now long out of print, “The Voyage 
and Shipwreck of St. Paul,” by James Smith. Owned by Miss Mary Medlicott, reference 
librarian of the Springfield Public Library, and used by her kind permission 


The picture was carefully drawn to show the exact position of the ship, and is without 
doubt very accurate. The ship itself was drawn from ancient models. Four anchors are 
out at the stern, the two huge rudders are raised to escape the smashing of the heavy seas, 
and the ropes which undergirded the vessel to prevent leaking are shown. The sailors have 
just raised the small foresail preparatory to beaching the ship. A heavy sea is running and 
the clouds are dark with rain. The rocky coast is shown near by. 
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said he, “‘when thine accusers also are come”’: and he commanded him to 
be kept in Herod’s palace. 


THE ACCUSATION OF THE JEWS 


Paul’s Defense Before the Governor. Felix Dares Not Offend the Jews, and 
an Innocent Man Suffers Two Years’ Imprisonment 


And after five days the high priest Ananias came down with certain 
elders, and a lawyer to plead their case, one Tertullus; and they informed 
the governor against Paul. And when he was called, Tertullus began to 
accuse him, saying,— 

“Seeing that by thee we enjoy much peace, and that by thy care evils 
are corrected for this nation, we accept it in all ways and in all places, 
most excellent Felix, with all thankfulness. But, that I be not further 
tedious unto thee, I intreat thee to hear us of thy clemency a few words. 
For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of insurrections 
among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of 
the Nazarenes: who moreover attempted to profane the temple: on whom 
also we laid hold: from whom thou wilt be able, by examining him thyself, 
to take knowledge of all these things, whereof we accuse him.” 

And the Jews also joined in the charge, affirming that these things were so. 

And when the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, Paul an- 
swered :— 

““Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many years a judge unto 
this nation, I cheerfully make my defense: seeing that thou canst take 
knowledge, that it is not more than twelve days since I went up to worship 
at Jerusalem: and neither in the temple did they find me disputing with 
any man or stirring up a crowd, nor in the synagogues, nor in the city. 
Neither can they prove to thee the things whereof they now accuse me. 
But this I confess unto thee, that after the Way which they call a sect, 
so serve I the God of our fathers, believing all things which are according 
to the law, and which are written in the prophets: having hope toward 
God, which these also themselves look for, that there shall be a resurrection 
both of the just and unjust. Herein I also strive to have a conscience void 
of offense toward God and men always. Now after many years I came to 
bring alms to my nation, and offerings: amidst which they found me 
purified in the temple, with no crowd, nor yet with tumult: but there were 
certain Jews from Asia—who ought to have been here before thee, and to 
make accusation, if they had aught against me. Or else let these men 
themselves say what wrong-doing they found, when I stood before the 
council, except it be for this one utterance, that I cried standing among 
them, ‘Touching the resurrection of the dead I am called in question before 
you this day.’ ” 
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But Felix, having more exact knowledge concerning the Way, deferred 
them, saying, “When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will 
determine your matter.” 

And he gave order to the centurion that Paul should be kept in charge, 
and should have indulgence; and not to forbid any of his friends to minister 
unto him. 

But after certain days, Felix came with Drusilla, his wife, who was 
a Jewess, and sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ 
Jesus. And as he reasoned of righteousness, and self-control, and the 
judgment to come, Felix was terrified, and answered, “Go thy way for 
this time; and when I have a convenient season, I will call thee unto me.” 

He hoped moreover that money would be given him by Paul: wherefore 
also he sent for him the oftener, and communed with him. But when 
two years were fulfilled, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; and 
desiring to gain favor with the Jews, Felix left Paul in bonds. 


A NEW EXAMINATION BEFORE GOVERNOR FESTUS 
“T Appeal unto Cxsar”’ 


Festus therefore, having come into the province, after three days went 
up to Jerusalem from Ceesarea. And the chief priests and the principal 
men of the Jews informed him against Paul; and they besought him, 
asking as a favor that he would send for him to Jerusalem; laying a plot 
to kill him on the way. Howbeit Festus answered, that Paul was kept in 
charge at Czesarea, and that he himself was about to depart thither shortly. 
“Let them therefore,” said he, ‘who are influential among you, go down 
with me, and if there is anything amiss in the man, let them accuse him.” 

And when he had tarried among them not more than eight or ten days, 
he went down unto Cesarea; and on the morrow he sat on the judgment 
seat, and commanded Paul to be brought. And when he was come, the 
Jews which had come down from Jerusalem stood round about him, 
bringing against him many and grievous charges, which they could not 
prove; while Paul said in his defense, ‘‘ Neither against the law of the 
Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Cesar, have I sinned at all.” 

But Festus, desiring to gain favor with the Jews, answered Paul, and 
said, “ Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things 
before me?”’ 

But Paul said, “I am standing before Cesar’s judgment seat, where 
I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou also very 
well knowest. If then I am a wrong-doer, and have committed anything 
worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if none of those things is true, 
whereof these accuse me, no man can give me up unto them. 


“J Appeal Gnto Cesar.” 
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Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, ‘Thou 
hast appealed unto Cesar: unto Cesar shalt thou go.” 


PAUL MAKES HIS DEFENSE BEFORE KING AGRIPPA 
AND QUEEN BERNICE 


“This Man Doeth Nothing Worthy of Death or of Bonds” 


Now when certain days were passed, Agrippa the king and Bernice 
arrived at Czesarea, and saluted Festus. And as they tarried there many 
days, Festus laid Paul’s case before the king, saying, “‘There is a certain 
man left a prisoner by Felix: about whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the 
chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, asking for sentence 
against him. To whom I answered, ‘that it is not the custom of the 
Romans to give up any man, before the accused have the accusers face to 
face, and have had opportunity to make his defense concerning the matter 
laid against him.’ When therefore they were come together here, I made 
no delay, but on the next day sat down on the judgment seat, and com- 
manded the man to be brought. Concerning whom, when the accusers 
stood up, they brought no charge of such evil things as I supposed; but 
had certain questions against him of their own religion, and of one Jesus, 
who was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive. And I, being perplexed 
how to inquire concerning these things, asked whether he would go to 
Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters. But when Paul had 
appealed to be kept for the decision of the emperor, I commanded him to 
be kept till I should send him to Cesar.”’ 

And Agrippa said unto Festus, ‘I also could wish to hear the man 
myself.”’ ‘To-morrow,’ saith he, ‘‘thou shalt hear him.” 

So on the morrow, when Agrippa was come, and Bernice, with great 
pomp, and they were entered into the audience room, with the chief 
captains, and the principal men of the city, at the command of Festus, 
Paul was brought in. And Festus said, “‘ King Agrippa, and all men who 
are here present with us, ye behold this man, about whom all the multitude 
of the Jews made suit to me, both at Jerusalem and here, crying that he 
ought not to live any longer. But I found that he had committed nothing 
worthy of death: and as he himself appealed to the emperor I determined 
to send him. Of whom I have no certain thing to write unto my lord. 
Wherefore I have brought him forth before you, and specially before thee, 
King Agrippa, that, after examination, I may have something to write. 
For it seemeth to me unreasonable, in sending a prisoner, not to signify 
the charges against him.” 

And Agrippa said to Paul, ‘Thou art permitted to speak for thyself.” 

Then Paul stretched forth his hand, and made his defense :— 

“T think myself happy, King Agrippa, that I am to make my defense 
before thee this day touching all the things whereof I am accused by the 
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Jews: especially because thou art expert in all customs and questions 
which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. 
My manner of life then from my youth up, which was from the beginning 
among mine own nation, and at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; having 
knowledge of me from the first, if they are willing to testify, how that after 
the straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. And now I stand here 
to be judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers; 
unto which promise our twelve tribes, earnestly serving God night and 
day, hope to attain. And concerning this hope I am accused by the Jews, 
O king! Why is it judged incredible with you, if God doth raise the dead? 
I verily thought myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth. And this I also did in Jerusalem: and I both 
shut up many of the saints in prisons, having received authority from the 
chief priests, and when they were put to death, I gave my vote against 
them. And punishing them oftentimes in all the synagogues, I strove to 
make them blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, J 
persecuted them even unto foreign cities. 

“Whereupon as I journeyed to Damascus with the authority and 
commission of the chief priests, at midday, O king, I saw on the way a 
light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about 
me and them that journeyed with me. And when we were all fallen to 
the earth, I heard a voice saying unto me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the 
goad.’ And I said, ‘Who art thou, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest. But arise, and stand upon thy feet: for 
to this end have I appeared unto thee, to appoint thee a minister and 
a witness both of the things wherein thou hast seen me, and of the things 
wherein [ will appear unto thee; delivering thee from the people, and from 
the Gentiles, unto whom I send thee, to open their eyes, that they may 
turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that 
they may receive remission of sins and an inheritance among those who 
are sanctified. by faith in me.’ Wherefore, O King Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient unto the heavenly vision: but declared both to them of 
Damascus first, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the country of 
Judzea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, 
doing works worthy of repentance. For this cause the Jews seized me in 
the temple, and tried to kill me. Having therefore obtained the help 
that is from God, I stand unto this day testifying both to small and great, 
saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses have said should come; 
how that the Christ must suffer, and how that he first by the resurrection 
of the dead should proclaim light both to the people and to the Gentiles.” 

And as he thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, Eauls 
thou art mad; thy much learning hath made thee mad.” 
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But Paul said, “I am not mad, most excellent Festus; but speak forth 
words of truth and soberness. For the king knoweth of these things, unto 
whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things is 
hidden from him; for this hath not been done in a corner. King Agrippa, 
believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest.” 

And Agrippa said unto Paul, ‘With but little persuasion thou wouldest 
make me a Christian.” 

And Paul said, ‘‘I would to God, that whether with little or with much, 
not thou only, but also all that hear me this day, might become such as 
I am, except these bonds.” 

And the king rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat 
with them: and when they had withdrawn, they spoke one to another, 
saying, “This man doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds.” And 
Agrippa said unto Festus, “‘This man might have been set at liberty, if 
he had not appealed unto Cesar.” 


efe 


Che Captain of the Nem Haith in the Capital of the Cesars 


PAUL’S VOYAGE TO ROME 


A Winter’s Storm on the Mediterranean. The Shipwreck 


(When Paul appealed to Cesar it became necessary to send him to Rome. It happened 
that a convoy of prisoners under the charge of a captain of the Augustan cohort and a de- 
tachment of soldiers was being despatched to the capital, and Paul was sent under the 
captain’s charge. No ship was found sailing directly from C@sarea to Rome, so a coaster 
was taken which went as far as Myra, touching at Sidon. At Myra was found one of the 
great imperial grain ships bound for Italy. 

The winds were contrary and the ship was constantly driven off her course, and at last 
put into the roadstead of Fair Havens on the south coast of the island of Crete. So much 
time had been consumed that the season was now late and navigation dangerous. A 
council was held at which Paul, an experienced sailor, advised wintering where they were. 
But the demand for grain was always urgent in Rome, and the grain ships were always 
rushed on as fast as possible. The centurion decided to take the chances and proceed, 
at least as far as Phoenix, which was nearer Italy and a better harbor. Ona bright day with 
a fair south wind they weighed anchor and sailed west, going close inshore and barely weath- 
ering Cape Matala. Half way across the Gulf of Mesura, the wind suddenly shifted to the 
north, and, sweeping down from the snowy summits of the Cretan mountains, which towered 
seven thousand feet above them, struck the ship with the force of a typhoon. Instantly it 
grew dark and the sea was a smother of foam. The terrified crew had not time to furl the 
heavy mainsail, and simply let the ship run with the wind. Very fortunately they had a 
little better weather under the lee of the small island of Clauda, where they were able to 
pull in the small boat, which was dragging behind half full of water, and get control of the 
ship. Recovering somewhat from the panic, the crew began to make the best of a perilous 
situation. It was impossible to make any near-by port, and the great danger was that the 
northerly gale would blow them upon the deadly Syrtis or quicksands of the African coast. 
They shortened sail, and got the ship up into the wind so that, drifting broadside, she made 
progress west instead of south. She was leaking, and they passed strong cables underneath 
her to hold the timbers together. The next day she was still leaking badly, so they lightened 
her by throwing out some of the cargo. The next day after that, they cast overboard even 
the ship’s furniture. So they drifted with little or no food, day after day and night after 
night, seeing neither sun nor star, despair growing upon their haggard faces. But Paul 
stood up and gave them good cheer, practically assuming command, and assuring them 
that every soul should be saved. At last, after drifting helplessly for fourteen days, at 
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midnight they heard the sound of breakers on some unknown shore. ‘The sailors sounded 
and found twenty fathoms, then again and found fifteen. Then, fearing to be cast on a 
rocky shore, they put out four anchors from the stern and waited for the day. Their 
situation was still desperate, the rain was falling in sheets, and in the pauses of the storm 
they could hear the roar of the surf. Some of the sailors now attempted to desert the ship. 
On the pretense of getting out another anchor by the bow, they let down the small boat 
into the sea. Paul discovered the move and warned the centurion, saying that they must 
not leave the ship. The centurion promptly cut the rope which held the boat and it drifted 
away in the darkness. Toward morning Paul moved about among the men inspiring them 
with courage. He insisted that all hands should take some food, and with better spirit 
they further lightened the almost foundering ship by throwing out some of the grain. 
When day broke they found themselves at the entrance of a bay with a sandy shore. ‘They 
decided then to beach the ship at once. They cast off the anchors, hoisted the sail, and let 
her drive to the shore, where the bow stuck fast in the sand, but the stern began to break up. 
The soldiers wished to kill the prisoners, but the centurion forbade, commanding every man 
to save himself. Some swam ashore, some came in on pieces of wreckage, and the whole 
ship’s company was saved. 

They found that they had drifted upon the island of Malta, a little speck in the wide 
Mediterranean, missing which they must have perished. Here they stayed three months. 
Then they sailed on the ship ‘The Twin Brothers,” and, touching at Syracuse and Rhegium, 
they reached Puteoli, the harbor of entry for Rome. 


And when it was determined that we should sail for Italy, they delivered 
Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion named Julius, of the 
Augustan company. And embarking in a ship of Adramyttium, which 
was about to sail to ports on the coast of Asia, we put to sea, Aristarchus, 
a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. And the next day we 
touched at Sidon: and Julius treated Paul kindly, and gave him leave to 
go to his friends and refresh himself. And putting to sea from thence, 
we sailed under the lee of Cyprus, because the winds were contrary. And 
when we had sailed across the sea which is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we 
came to Myra, a city of Lycia. And there the centurion found a ship of 
Alexandria sailing for Italy; and he put us therein. And when we had 
sailed slowly many days, and were come with difficulty over against 
Cnidus, the wind not further suffering us, we sailed under the lee of Crete, 
over against Salmone; and with difficulty coasting along it we came toa 
certain place called Fair Havens; nigh whereunto was the city of Lasea. 

And when much time was spent, and the voyage was now dangerous, 
because the winter was near, Paul admonished them, and said unto them, 
“Sirs, I perceive that the voyage will be with injury and much loss, not 
only of the lading and the ship, but also of our lives.’’ But the centurion 
gave more heed to the master and to the owner of the ship, than to those 
things which were spoken by Paul. And because the haven was not 
commodious to winter in, the larger part advised to put to sea from thence, 
if by any means they could reach Phoenix, and winter there; which is 
a haven of Crete, looking northeast and southeast. And when the south 
wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, they 
weighed anchor and sailed along Crete, close inshore. But after no long 
time there beat down from it a tempestuous wind, which is called Eura- 
quilo: and when the ship was caught, and could not face the wind, we 
gave way to it, and were driven. 
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And running under the lee of a small island called Clauda, we were able, 
with difficulty, to secure the boat: and when they had hoisted it up, they 
used ropes, undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should be cast 
upon the Syrtis, they lowered the gear, and so were driven. And as we 
labored exceedingly with the storm, the next day they began to throw 
the freight overboard; and the third day they cast out with their own 
hands the tackling of the ship. And when neither sun nor stars shone 
upon us for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we 
should be saved was now taken away. 

And when they had been long without food, then Paul stood forth in 
the midst of them, and said, ‘Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, 
and not have set sail from Crete, and have gotten this injury and loss. 
And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of 
life among you, but only of the ship. For there stood by me this night 
an angel of the God whose I am, whom also I serve, saying, ‘Fear not, 
Paul; thou must stand before Cesar: and lo, God hath granted thee all 
them that sail with thee.’ Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe 
God, that it shall be even so as it hath been spoken unto me. Howbeit 
we must be cast upon a certain island.” 

But when the fourteenth night was come, as we were driven to and fro 
in the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors surmised that they were 
drawing near to land; and they sounded, and found twenty fathoms: 
and after a little space, they sounded again, and found fifteen fathoms. 
And fearing lest we should be cast ashore on rocky ground, they let go 
four anchors from the stern, and wished for the day. And as the sailors 
were seeking to flee out of the ship, and had lowered the boat into the sea, 
pretending that they would lay out anchors from the bow, Paul said to 
the centurion and to the soldiers, “‘Except these abide in the ship, ye 
cannot be saved.” 

Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off. 
And while the day was coming on, Paul besought them all to take some 
food, saying, “This day is the fourteenth day that ye wait and continue 
fasting, having taken nothing. Wherefore I beseech you to take some 
food: for this is for your safety: for there shall not a hair perish from the 
head of any of you.” 

And when he had said this, and had taken bread, he gave thanks to God 
in the presence of all: and he broke it, and began to eat. Then were they 
all of good cheer, and themselves also took food. And we were in all in 
the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls. And when they had 
eaten enough, they lightened the ship, throwing out the wheat into the 
sea. And when it was day, they knew not the land: but they perceived 
a certain bay with a beach, and they took counsel whether they could 
drive the ship upon it. And casting off the anchors, they left them in the 


THE SHIP OF PAUL WHEN CAUGHT IN THE EUROCLYDON 


From an old print in the possession of the Springfield Public Library, and used 
by kind permission 


This picture attempts to show the ship of Paul just as the wind has changed and 
threatened disaster. The crew is furling the heavy mainsail, and the boat, which was after- 
ward taken aboard with great difficulty, is still bemg towed behind. Mt. Ida is shown at 
the left of the picture. It was soon after this that the ship, being unable to make the harbor 
of Phenice, got under the lee of the small island of Clauda, and the crew was able for a short 
time to make some prevarations for the terrible experience which followed. 
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sea, at the same time loosing the bands of the rudders; and hoisting up 
the foresail to the wind, they made for the beach. But lighting upon a 
place where two seas met, they ran the vessel aground; and the bow 
struck and remained unmovable, but the stern began to break up by the 
violence of the waves. And the soldiers’ counsel was to kill the prisoners, 
lest any of them should swim out, and escape. But the centurion, 
desiring to save Paul, stayed them from their purpose; and commanded 
that they which could swim should cast themselves overboard, and get 
first to the land: and the rest, some on planks, and some on other things 
from the ship. And so it came to pass, that they all escaped safe to the 
land. 


AT MALTA 


Paul Sails Again for Rome on the Ship “Twin Brothers” 

And when we were escaped, then we knew that the island was called 
Malta. And the barbarians showed us uncommon kindness: for they 
kindled a fire, and received us all, because of the present rain, and because 
of the cold. But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid 
them on the fire, a viper came out by reason of the heat, and fastened on 
his hand. And when the barbarians saw the reptile hanging from his hand, 
they said one to another, “No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though 
he hath escaped from the sea, yet Justice hath not suffered to live.” 

Howbeit he shook off the reptile into the fire, and took no harm. But 
they expected that he would have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: 
but when they were long in expectation, and beheld nothing amiss come 
to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god. 

Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the 
chief man of the island, named Publius; who received us, and entertained 
us three days courteously. And it was so, that the father of Publius lay 
sick of fever and dysentery: unto whom Paul entered in, and prayed, 
and laying his hands on him healed him. And when this was done, the 
rest also which had diseases in the island came, and were cured: who also 
honored us with many honors; and when we sailed, they put on board 
such things as we needed. 

And after three months we set sail in a ship of Alexandria, which 
had wintered in the island, whose sign was “The Twin Brothers.”’ And 
touching at Syracuse, we tarried there three days. And from thence we 
made a circuit, and arrived at Rhegium: and after one day a south wind 
sprang up, and on the second day we came to Puteoli: where we found 
brethren, and were intreated to tarry with them seven days: and so we 
came to Rome. And from thence the brethren, when they heard of us, 
came to meet us as far as The Market of Appius, and The Three Taverns: 
whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 
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PAUL-AT THE CITY ON THE TIBER 


He Preaches the Gospel in the Capital of the World 

And when we entered into Rome, Paul was permitted to abide by him- 
self with the soldier that guarded him. 

And it came to pass, that after three days he called together those that 
were the chief of the Jews: and when they were come together, he said 
unto them, “I, brethren, though I had done nothing against the people, 
or the customs of our fathers, yet was delivered prisoner from Jerusalem 
into the hands of the Romans: who, when they had examined me, desired 
to set me at liberty, because there was no cause of death in me. But 
when the Jews spoke against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Cesar; 
not that I had anything to accuse my nation of. For this cause therefore 
did I intreat you to see and to speak with me: for because of the hope of 
Israel I am bound with this chain.” 

And they said unto him, “We neither received letters from Judea 
concerning thee, nor did any of the brethren come hither and report or speak 
any harm of thee. But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for 
as concerning this sect, it is known to us that everywhere it is spoken 
against.” 

And when they had appointed him a day, they came to him into his 
lodging in great number; to whom he expounded the matter, testifying 
the kingdom of God, and persuading them concerning Jesus, both from 
the law of Moses and from the prophets, from morning till evening. And 
some believed the things which were spoken, and some disbelieved. And 
when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after Paul had 
spoken one word, “ Well spoke the Holy Spirit by Isaiah the prophet unto 
your fathers, saying — 

““Go thou unto this people, and say, By hearing ye shall hear, and 
shall in no wise understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall in no wise 
perceive: for this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest haply they should perceive 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart. 
and shall turn again, and I should heal them.’ 

“Be it known therefore unto you, that this salvation of God is sent unto 
the Gentiles: they will also hear.” 

And he abode two whole years in his own hired dwelling, and received 
all that went in unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching 
the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness, none 
forbidding him. 


(This is the close of the story of Paul as it is given in the Acts, but half his service 
for the world, and half the adventures which attended that service, are not told here.) 


THE IMPERIAL CITY OF ROME 


In this picture the Tiber is in the foreground with the Castle of St. Angelo on the right 
and the dome of St. Peter’s on the left. ‘Ancient Rome had neither cupola nor campanile. 
Still less had it any of those spires which give life to all the landscapes of Northern Christen- 
dom. It was a widespread aggregate of buildings, which, though separated by narrow 
streets and open squares, appeared at a distance to blend into an indiscriminate mass; for 
distance concealed the contrasts which divided the crowded habitations of the poor, and 
the dark haunts of filth and misery, from the theaters and colonnades, the baths, the palaces 
with gilded roofs, flashing back the sun.” 


Prophecies and Songs 
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SELECTIONS FROM THE PSALMS 


THE RIGHTEOUS MAN 


Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, 
Nor standeth in the way of sinners, 

Nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord; 

And in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, 
That bringeth forth its fruit in its season, 

Whose leaf also doth not wither; 

And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 


The wicked are not so; 

But are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 

Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment, 

Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: 

But the way of the wicked shall perish. —Psalm 1. 


A MORNING PRAYER 


Lord, how are mine adversaries increased! 
Many are they that rise up against me. 
Many there be which say of my soul, 
There is no help for him in God. 

But thou, O Lord, art a shield about me; 
My glory, and the lifter up of mine head. 


I cry unto the Lord with my voice, 

And he answereth me out of his holy hill. 

I laid me down and slept; 

I awaked; for the Lord sustaineth me. —Psalm 3: 1-5. 
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AN EVENING PRAYER 


Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness; 

Thou hast set me at large when I was in distress: 

Have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer. 

O ye sons of men, how long shall my glory be turned into dishonour? 
How long will ye love vanity, and seek after falsehood? 


But know that the Lord hath set apart him that is godly for himself: 
The Lord will hear when I call unto him. 

Stand in awe, and sin not: 

Commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. 

Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, 

And put your trust in the Lord. 


Many there be that say, Who will shew us any good? 

Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. 

Thou hast put gladness in my heart, 

More than they have when their corn and their wine are increased. 

In peace will I both lay me down and sleep: 

For thou, Lord, alone makest me dwell in safety. —Psalm 4. 


A LITTLE LOWER THAN GOD 


O Lord, our Lord, 

How excellent is thy name in all the earth! 

Who hast set thy glory upon the heavens. 

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou established strength, 
Because of thine adversaries, 

That thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. 


When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, 

The moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? 

And the son of man, that thou visitest him? 

For thou hast made him but little lower than God, 

And crownest him with glory and honour. 

Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; 
Thou hast put all things under his feet: 

All sheep and oxen, 

Yea, and the beasts of the field; 

The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, 

Whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. 

O Lord, our Lord, 

How excellent is thy name in all the earth! —Psalm 8. 


TIBERIAS SEEN THROUGH A RUINED ARCHWAY 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Semi- 
nary, and used by his kind permission 


_ This beautiful view of the ancient city shows the lake through an archway of the old 
ruins. 
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THE UPRIGHT MAN 


Lord, who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle? 

Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, 
And speaketh truth in his heart. 

He that slandereth not with his tongue, 

Nor doeth evil to his friend, 

Nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. 

In whose eyes a reprobate is despised; 

But he honoureth them that fear the Lord. 

He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. 
He that putteth not out his money to usury, 

Nor taketh reward against the innocent. 

He that doeth these things shall never be moved. —Psalm 15. 


TRUST IN THE LORD 


Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust. 

I have said unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord: 

I have no good beyond thee. 

The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: 
Thou maintainest my lot. 

The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; 

Yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

I will bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel: 

Yea, my heart instructeth me in the night seasons. 

I have set the Lord always before me: 

Because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth; 

My flesh also shall dwell in safety. 

For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol; 

Neither wilt thou suffer thine holy one to see corruption. 
Thou wilt shew me the path of life: 

In thy presence is fulness of joy; 

In thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. —Psalm 16. 


A PLEA FOR HELP 


Hear the right, O Lord, attend unto my cry; 

Give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips. 
Let my sentence come forth from thy presence; 

Let thine eyes look upon equity. 
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Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast visited me in the night; 

Thou hast tried me, and findest nothing; 

I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress. 

As for the works of men, by the word of thy lips 

I have kept me from the ways of the violent. 

My steps have held fast to thy paths, 

My feet have not slipped. 

I have called upon thee, for thou wilt answer me, O God: 

Incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech. 

Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou that savest them which put 
their trust in thee 

From those that rise up against them, by thy right hand. 

Keep me as the apple of the eye, 

Hide me under the shadow of thy wings. 

As for me, I shall behold thy face in righteousness: 

I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness. —Psalm 17. 


SONG OF THE EARTH AND SKY 


The heavens declare the glory of God; 

And the firmament sheweth his handiwork. - 
Day unto day uttereth speech, 

And night unto night sheweth knowledge. 

There is no speech nor language; 

Their voice cannot be heard. 

Their line is gone out through all the earth, 
And their words to the end of the world. 

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, 
Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 
And rejoiceth as a strong man to run his course. 
His going forth is from the end of the heaven, 
And his circuit unto the ends of it: 

And there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 


The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul: 

The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 

The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: 

The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 
The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: 

The judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: 
Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 

Moreover by them is thy servant warned: 


A FLOCK OF SHEEP 


From a photograph taken by Mr. Louis L. Tribus, Consulting Engineer and Commis- 
sioner of Public Works of the Borough of Richmond, City of New York, and 
used by his kind permission 


This beautiful picture is a characteristic scene in Palestine both in ancient and in 
modern days. 

These sheep are feeding just outside Jerusalem. ‘All the plateaus east of the Jordan, 
and the mountains of Palestine and Syria, are pasture grounds for innumerable flocks and 
herds. In the spring there is plenty of grass. Later, when the rain has ceased, the sheep 
still nibble the dry herbage and stubble, and flourish where, to a western eye, all is barren 
desert. They require water but once a day. The descendants of the same shepherds who 
tended the flocks in Bible days still occupy the great sheep walks of Palestine.” 
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In keeping of them there is great reward. 

Who can understand his errors ? 

Clear thou me from hidden faults. 

Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; 

Let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be perfect, 

And I shall be clear from great transgression. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be accept- 
able in thy sight, 

O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer. —Psalm 19. 


OUR TRUST IS IN GOD 


The Lord answer thee in the day of trouble; 

The name of the God of Jacob set thee up on high; 

Send thee help from the sanctuary, 

And strengthen thee out of Zion; 

Remember all thy offerings, 

And accept thy burnt sacrifice; 

Grant thee thy heart’s desire, 

And fulfil all thy counsel. 

We will triumph in thy salvation, 

And in the name of our God we will set up our banners: 
The Lord fulfil all thy petitions. 

Now know I that the Lord saveth his anointed; 

He will answer him from his holy heaven 

With the saving strength of his right hand. 

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: 

But we will make mention of the name of the Lord our God. 
They are bowed down and fallen: 

But we are risen, and stand upright —Psalm 20: 1-8. 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: 

He guideth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil; for thou art with me: 

Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 
Thou hast anointed my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
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Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 


And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 


—Psalm 23. 


THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S 


The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; 
The world, and they that dwell therein. 

For he hath founded it upon the seas, 

And established it upon the floods. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 

And who shall stand in his holy place? 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; 
Who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 
And hath not sworn deceitfully. 

He shall receive a blessing from the Lord, 

And righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
This is the generation of them that seek after him, 


That seek thy face, O God of Jacob. 


Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 


And be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors: 


And the King of glory shall come in. 
Who is the King of glory? 

The Lord strong and mighty, 

The Lord mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 

Yea, lift them up, ye everlasting doors: 
And the King of glory shal. come in. 
Who is this King of glory? 

The Lord of hosts, 

He is the King of glory. 


THE, LORDSISSM YeSALVATION 


The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 


—Psalm 24. 


The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 


Though an host should encamp against me, 
My heart shall not fear: 

Though war should rise against me, 

Even then will I be confident. 


One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after; 
That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life 


, 


To behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 
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For in the day of trouble he shall keep me secretly in his pavilion: 

In the covert of his tabernacle shall he hide me; 

He shall lift me up upon a rock. 

And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me; 
And I will offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; 

I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord. 


Hear, O Lord, when I ery with my voice: 

Have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 

When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, 

Thy face, Lord, will I seek. 

Hide not thy face from me; 

Put not thy servant away in anger: 

Thou hast been my help; 

Cast me not off, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

For my father and my mother have forsaken me, 

But the Lord will take me up. 

Teach me thy way, O Lord; 

And lead me in a plain path, 

Because of mine enemies. 

Deliver me not over unto the will of mine adversaries: 

For false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out 
cruelty. 

I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the Lord 

In the land of the living. 

Wait on the Lord: 

Be strong, and let thine heart take courage; 

Yea, wait thou on the Lord. —Psalm 27. 


THE GLORY OF THE LORD 


Give unto the Lord, O ye sons of the mighty, 
Give unto the Lord glory and strength. _ 

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 


The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: 

The God of glory thundereth, 

Even the Lord upon many waters. 

The voice of the Lord is powerful; 

The voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 

The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars; 

Yea, the Lord breaketh in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 
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He maketh them also to skip like a calf; 
Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild-ox. 

The voice of the Lord cleaveth the flames of fire. 
The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness; 
The Lord shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. 

The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to calve, 
And strippeth the forests bare: 

And in his temple everything saith, Glory! 


The Lord sat as king at the Flood; 

Yea, the Lord sitteth as king for ever. 

The Lord will give strength unto his people; 

The Lord will bless his people with peace. —Psalm 29. 


WEEPING MAY ENDURE FOR A NIGHT, BUT JOY COMETH 
IN THE MORNING 


I will extol thee, O Lord; for thou hast raised me up, 
And hast not made my foes to rejoice over me. 

O Lord my God, 

I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me. 

O Lord, thou hast brought up my soul from Sheol; 
Thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit. 
Sing praise unto the Lord, O ye saints of his, 

And give thanks to his holy name. 

For his anger is but for a moment; 

His favor is for a lifetime: 

Weeping may tarry for the night, 

But joy cometh in the morning. 


As for me, I said in my prosperity, 

I shall never be moved. 

Thou, Lord, of thy favor hadst made my mountain to stand strong: 
Thou didst hide thy face; I was troubled. 

I cried to thee, O Lord; 

And unto the Lord I made supplication: 

What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit? 

Shall the dust praise thee? shall it declare thy truth? 

Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me: 

Lord, be thou my helper. 

Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing; 

Thou hast loosed my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness; 

To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. 
O Lord my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever. —Psalm 30. 
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REJOICE 


Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous: 

Praise is comely for the upright. 

Give thanks unto the Lord with harp: 

Sing praises unto him with the psaltery of ten strings. 
Sing unto him a new song; 

Play skilfully with a loud noise. 

For the word of the Lord is right; 

And all his work is done in faithfulness. 

He loved righteousness and judgment: 

The earth is full of the lovingkindness of the Lord. 
By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; 
And all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. 
He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: 
He layeth up the deeps in storehouses. 


Let all the earth fear the Lord: 

Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. 
For he spake, and it was done; 

He commanded, and it stood fast. 

The Lord bringeth the counsel of the nations to nought: 


He maketh the thoughts of the peoples to be of none effect. 


The counsel of the Lord standeth fast for ever, 

The thoughts of his heart to all generations. 
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord; 

The people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. 
The Lord looketh from heaven; 

He beholdeth all the sons of men; 

From the place of his habitation he looketh forth 
Upon all the inhabitants of the earth; 

He that fashioneth the hearts of them all, 

That considereth all their works. 

There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: 
A mighty man is not delivered by great strength. 
An horse is a vain thing for safety: 

Neither shall he deliver any by his great power. 
Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, 
Upon them that hope in his mercy; 

To deliver their soul from death, 

And to keep them alive in famine. 

Our soul hath waited for the Lord: 

He is our help and our shield. 

For our heart shall rejoice in him, 
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Because we have trusted in his holy name. 
Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, 


According as we have hoped in thee. —Psalm 33. 


I WILL BLESS THE LORD 


I wiil bless the Lord at all times: 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: 

The meek shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

O magnify the Lord with me, 

And let us exalt his name together. 

I sought the Lord, and he answered me, 

And delivered me from all my fears. 

They looked unto him, and were lightened: 

And their faces shall never be confounded. 

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 

And saved him out of all his troubles. 

The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, 
And delivereth them. 

O taste and see that the Lord is good: 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 

O fear the Lord, ye his saints: 

For there is no want to them that fear him. 

The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: 

But they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing. 


Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

What man is he that desireth life, 

And loveth many days, that he may see good? 

Keep thy tongue from evil, 

And thy lips from speaking guile. 

Depart from evil, and do good; 

Seek peace, and pursue it. 

The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, 

And his ears are open unto their cry. 

The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, 
To cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 
The righteous cried, and the Lord heard, 

And delivered them out of all their troubles. 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, 
And saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 
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Many are the afflictions of the righteous: 

But the Lord delivereth him out of them all. 

He keepeth all his bones: 

Not one of them is broken. 

Evil shall slay the wicked: 

And they that hate the righteous shall be condemned. 

The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants: 

And none of them that trust in him shall be condemned.— Psalm 34. 


UNDER THE SHADOW OF THY WINGS 


Thy lovingkindness, O Lord, is in the heavens; 

Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the skies. 

Thy righteousness is like the great mountains, 

Thy judgments are a great deep: 

O Lord, thou preservest man and beast. 

How precious is thy lovingkindness, O God! 

And the children of men take refuge under the shadow of thy wings. 
They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; 
And thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures. 

For with thee is the fountain of life: 

In thy light shall we see light. 

O continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee; 

And thy righteousness to the upright in heart. —Psalm 36: 5-10. 


WAIT PATIENTLY 


Fret not thyself because of evil-doers, 

Neither be thou envious against them that work unrighteousness. 
For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, 

And wither as the green herb. 

Trust in the Lord, and do good; 

Dwell in the land, and follow after faithfulness. 

Delight thyself also in the Lord; 

And he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 

Commit thy way unto the Lord; 

Trust also in him, and he shall bring it to pass. 

And he shall make thy righteousness to go forth as the light, 
And thy judgment as the noonday. 

A man’s goings are established of the Lord; 

And he delighteth in his way. 

Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: 

For the Lord upholdeth him with his hand. 
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I have been young, and now am old; 

Yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, 

Nor his seed begging their bread. 

All the day long he dealeth graciously, and lendeth; 
And his seed is blessed. 

Depart from evil, and do good; 

And dwell for evermore. 

I have seen the wicked in great power, 

And spreading himself like a green tree in its native soil. 
But one passed by, and, lo, he was not: 

Yea, I sought him, but he could not be found. 

Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: 

For the latter end of that man is peace. 

As for transgressors, they shall be destroyed together: 
The latter end of the wicked shall be cut off. 

But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord: 

He is their strong hold in the time of trouble. 

And the Lord helpeth them, and rescueth them: 

He rescueth them from the wicked, and saveth them, 
Because they have taken refuge in him. —Psalm 37: 1-6, 23-27, 35-40. 


A NEW SONG 


I waited patiently for the Lord; 

And he inclined unto me, and heard my ery. 

He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay; 
And he set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. 

And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: 
Many shall see it, and fear, 

And shall trust in the Lord. 

Blessed is the man that maketh the Lord his trust, 

And respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies. 


Many, O Lord my God, are the wonderful works which thou hast done, 
And thy thoughts which are to us-ward: 

They cannot be set in order unto thee; 

If I would declare and speak of them, 

They are more than can be numbered. 

Sacrifice and offering thou hast no delight in; 

Mine ears hast thou opened: 

Burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required. 

Then said I, “Lo, I am come; 

In the roll of the book it is written of me: 
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I delight to do thy will, O my God; 

Yea, thy law is within my heart.” 

I have published righteousness in the great congregation; 

Lo, I will not refrain my lips, 

O Lord, thou knowest. 

I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; 

I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation: 

I have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the 

great congregation. 

Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O Lord: 

Let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me. 
—Psalm 40: 1-11. 


A SONG IN TIME OF TROUBLE 


As the hart panteth after the water brooks, 

So panteth my soul after thee, O God. 

My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: 

When shall I come and appear before God? 

My tears have been my meat day and night, 

While they continually say unto me, “‘ Where is thy God?” 
These things I remember, and pour out my soul within me, 
How I went with the throng, and led them to the house of God, 
With the voice of joy and praise, a multitude keeping holyday. 
Why art thou cast down, O my soul? 

And why art thou disquieted within me? 

Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him 

For the health of his countenance. 


O my God, my soul is cast down within me: 

Therefore do I remember thee from the land of Jordan, 

And the Hermons, from the hill Mizar. 

Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: 

All thy waves and thy billows are gone over me. 

Yet the Lord will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, 
And in the night his song shall be with me, 

Even a prayer unto the God of my life. 

I will say unto God my rock, “Why hast thou forgotten me?’ 
Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 
As with a sword in my bones, mine adversaries reproach me; 
While they continually say unto me, “Where is thy God?” 
Why art thou cast down, O my soul? 

And why art thou disquieted within me? 
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Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, 
Who is the health of my countenance, and my God. 


Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation: 
O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man. 

For thou art the God of my strength; why hast thou cast me off? 
Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 

O send out thy light and thy truth; let them lead me: 

Let them bring me unto thy holy hill, 

And to thy tabernacles. 

Then will I go unto the altar of God, 

Unto God my exceeding joy: 

And upon the harp will I praise thee, O God, my God. 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? 

And why art thou disquieted within me? 

Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, 

Who is the health of my countenance, and my God.—Psalms 42, 43. 


GOD IS OUR REFUGE 


God is our refuge and strength, 

A very present help in trouble. 

Therefore will we not fear, though the earth do change, 

And though the mountains be moved in the heart of the seas; 
Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 

Though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. 

There is a river, the streams whereof make glad the city of God, 
The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: 

God shall help her, and that right early. 

The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved: 

He uttered his voice, the earth melted. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; 

The God of Jacob is our refuge. 


Come, behold the works of the Lord, 

What desolations he hath made in the earth. 

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; 

He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; 

He burneth the chariots in the fire. 

Be still, and know that I am God: 

I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 

The God of Jacob is our refuge. —Psalm 16. 


AN ANCIENT STREET IN SIDON 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton, of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


This street burrowing under the old houses seems like a succession of caverns. Sidon 
was one of the most ancient and famous cities of the ancient world, the seat of an extensive 
commerce, through which civilization was spread among the countries of the Mediterranean. 
The Sidonians were famous seamen, perhaps they went as far away as Great Britain in their 
trading voyages. 
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Ae SONGAONS VICTORY 


O clap your hands, all ye peoples; 

Shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 
For the Lord Most High is terrible; 

He is a great King over all the earth. 

He shall subdue the peoples under us, 

And the nations under our feet. 

He shall choose our inheritance for us, 

The excellency of Jacob whom he loved. 
God is gone up with a shout, 

The Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 


Sing praises to God, sing praises. 

Sing praises unto our King, sing praises. 

For God is the King of.-all the earth: 

Sing ye praises with understanding. 

God reigneth over the nations: 

God sitteth upon his holy throne. 

The princes of the peoples are gathered together 
To be the people of the God of Abraham: 

For the shields of the earth belong unto God; 
He is greatly exalted. 


A SONG OF MOUNT ZION 


Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 

In the city of our God, in his holy mountain. 
Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, 
Is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, 

The city of the great King. 


We have thought on thy lovingkindness, O God, 
In the midst of thy temple. 

As is thy name, O God, 

So is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: 
Thy right hand is full of righteousness. 
Let mount Zion be glad, 

Let the daughters of Judah rejoice, 
Because of thy judgments. 

Walk about Zion, and go round about her: 
Tell the towers thereof. 

Mark ye well her bulwarks, 

Consider her palaces; 
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That ye may tell it to the generation following. 
For this God is our God for ever and ever: 
He will be our guide even unto death. —Psalm 48:1, 2, 9-14. 


A PRAYER OF REPENTANCE 


Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: 

According to the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my 
transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, 

And cleanse me from my sin. 

For I acknowledge my transgressions: 

And my sin is ever before me. 

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, 

And done that which is evil in thy sight: 

That thou mayest be justified when thou speakest, 

And be clear when thou judgest. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 

Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Hide thy face from my sins, 

And blot out all mine iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God; 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from thy presence; 

And take not thy holy spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 

And uphold me with a free spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; 

And sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

O Lord, open thou my lips; 

And my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

For thou delightest not in sacrifice; else would I give it: 

Thou hast no pleasure in burnt offering. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: 

A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 

—Psalm 51:1-17. 


THE ROCK THAT IS HIGHER THAN I 


Hear my cry, O God; 

Attend unto my prayer. 

From the end of the earth will I call unto thee, when my heart is 
overwhelmed: 
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Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 

For thou hast been a refuge for me, 

A strong tower from the enemy. 

I will dwell in thy tabernacle for ever: 

I will take refuge in the covert of thy wings. 

My soul waiteth only upon God: 

From him cometh my salvation. 

He only is my rock and my salvation: 

He is my high tower; I shall not be greatly moved. 


My soul, wait thou only upon God; 
For my expectation is from him. 
He only is my rock and my salvation: 
He is my high tower; I shall not be moved. 
With God is my salvation and my glory: 
The rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. 
—Psalms 61:1-4; 62:1, 2, 5-7. 


MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE LORD 


Make a joyful noise unto God, all the earth: 

Sing forth the glory of his name: 

Make his praise glorious. 

All the earth shall worship thee, 

And shall sing unto thee; 

They shall sing to thy name. 

O bless our God, ye peoples, 

And make the voice of his praise to be heard: 

Which holdeth our soul in life, 

And suffereth not our feet to be moved. 

For thou, O God, hast proved us: 

Thou hast tried us, as silver is tried. 

Come, and hear, all ye that fear God, 

And I will declare what he hath done for my soul. 

I cried unto him with my mouth, 

And he was extolled with my tongue. 

If I regard iniquity in my heart, 

The Lord will not hear: 

But verily God hath heard; 

He hath attended to the voice of my prayer. 

Blessed be God, 

Which hath not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me. 
—Psalm 66:1, 2, 4, 8-10, 16-20. 
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A SONG OF THANKSGIVING 


Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion: 

And unto thee shall the vow be performed. 

O thou that hearest prayer, 

Unto thee shall all flesh come. 

Iniquities prevail against me: 

As for our transgressions, thou shalt purge them away. 

Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, 
That he may dwell in thy courts: 

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, 

The holy place of thy temple. 

By terrible things thou wilt answer us in righteousness, 

O God of our salvation; 

Thou that art the confidence of all the ends of the earth, 

And of them that are afar off upon the sea: 

Which by his strength setteth fast the mountains; 

Being girded about with might: 

Which stilleth the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, 
And the tumult of the peoples. 

They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are afraid at thy tokens: 
Thou makest the outgoings of the morning and evening to rejoice. 
Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it, 

Thou greatly enrichest it; 

The river of God is full of water: 

Thou providest them corn, when thou hast so prepared the earth. 
Thou waterest her furrows abundantly; 

Thou settlest the ridges thereof: 

Thou makest it soft with showers; 

Thou blessest the springing thereof. 

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; 

And thy paths drop fatness. 

They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: 

And the hills are girded with joy. 

The pastures are clothed with flocks; 

The valleys also are covered over with corn; 

They shout for joy, they also sing. —Psalm 65. 


LET THE PEOPLES PRAISE THEE 


God be merciful unto us, and bless us, 
And cause his face to shine upon us; 
That thy way may be known upon earth, 
Thy saving health among all nations. 


CHISAREA PHILIPPI (BANIAS) 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


The source of the Jordan River is shown in the foreground, and a ruined cave or the 
Grotto of Pan. 

“You pass a well-watered meadow, covered by trees, and then a broad terrace, with 
oaks, like an English park, till you come to the edge of a deep gorge through which there 
roars a headlong stream, half stifled by bush. An old Roman bridge takes you over, and 
then through a tangle of trees, brushwood, and ferns, you break into sight of a high cliff of 
limestone, reddened by the water that oozes over its face from the iron soil above. In the 
cliff is a cavern. Part of the upper rock has fallen, and from the debris of boulders and 
shingle below there bursts and bubbles along a line of thirty feet a full-born river. The 
place is a very sanctuary of waters, and from time immemorial men have drawn near it to 
worship. 

«When the Greeks came in later days they dedicated the grotto, as an inscription still 
testifies, to Pan and the nymphs. Mill, cavern, and fountain were called the Paneion, 
and the town and district Paneas. In 20 8.c. Herod the Great received the whole district 
from Augustus and built to him a temple of white marble, setting the bust of Cesar hard by 
the shrine of Pan. Philip the tetrarch embellished the town and called it Caesarea. Finally, 
with the passing of the Romans, even the Roman name died out, but Paneas survived to the 
present day, only the Arabs, with no ‘p’ upon their lips, spell it Banias.’””—Smith. 
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Let the peoples praise thee, O God; 

Let all the peoples praise thee. 

O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: 
For thou shalt judge the peoples righteously, 
And govern the nations upon earth. 

Let the peoples praise thee, O God; 

Let all the peoples praise thee. 

The earth hath yielded her increase: 

God, even our own God, shall bless us. 

God shall bless us; 
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And all the ends of the earth shall fear him. —Psalm 67. 


A BATTLE HYMN FOR THE HOSTS OF THE LORD 


Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered; 

Let them also that hate him flee before him. 

As smoke is driven away, so drive them away: 

As wax melteth before the fire, 

So let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

But let the righteous be glad; let them exult before God: 
Yea, let them rejoice with gladness. 

Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: 

Cast up a highway for him that rideth through the deserts; 
His name is the Lord; and exult ye before him. 

A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, 

Is God in his holy habitation. 

God setteth the solitary in families: 

He bringeth out the prisoners into prosperity; 

But the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 


O God, when thou wentest forth before thy people, 
When thou didst march through the wilderness; 

The earth trembled, 

The heavens also dropped rain at the presence of God: 
Yon Sinai trembled at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain, 

Thou didst confirm thine inheritance, when it was weary. 
Thy congregation dwelt therein: 

Thou, O God, didst prepare of thy goodness for the poor. 
The Lord giveth the word: 

The women that publish the tidings are a great host. 
Kings of armies flee, they flee; 


And she that tarrieth at home divideth the spoil. —Psalm 68:1-12. 
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O LORD, MAKE NO TARRYING! 


Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

Make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Let them be ashamed and confounded 

That seek after my soul: 

Let them be turned backward and brought to dishonour 
That delight in my hurt. 

Let them be turned back by reason of their shame 
That say, ‘Aha! Aha!” 

Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee; 
And let such as love thy salvation say continually, 
“Let God be magnified.” 

But I am poor and needy; 

Make haste unto me, O God: 

Thou art my help and my deliverer; 

O Lord, make no tarrying! —Psalm 70. 


THY WAY WAS IN THE SEA 


I will make mention of the deeds of the Lord; 
For I will remember thy wonders of old. 

I will meditate also upon all thy work, 

And muse on thy doings. 


Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: 

Who is a great god like unto God? 

Thou art the God that doest wonders: 

Thou hast made known thy strength among the peoples. 
Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy people, 

The sons of Jacob and Joseph. 

The waters saw thee, O God; 

The waters saw thee, they were afraid: 

The depths also trembled. 

The clouds poured out water; 

The skies sent out a sound: 

Thine arrows also went abroad. 

The voice of thy thunder was in the whirlwind; 

The lightnings lightened the world: 

The earth trembled and shook. 

Thy way was in the sea, 

And thy paths in the great waters, 

And thy footsteps were not known. 

Thou leddest thy people like a flock, 

By the hand of Moses and Aaron. —Psalm 77:11-20. 
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GIVE EAR, 0 SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 


Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; 

Thou that sittest upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up thy might, 
And come to save us. 

Turn us again, O God; 

And cause thy face to shine, and we shall be saved. 


O Lord God of hosts, 

How long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of thy people? 
Thou hast fed them with the bread of tears, 

And given them tears to drink in large measure. 

Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours: 

And our enemies laugh among themselves. 

Turn us again, O God of hosts; 

And cause thy face to shine, and we shall be saved. 


Thou broughtest a vine out of Egypt: 

Thou didst drive out the nations, and plantedst it. 
Thou preparedst room before it, 

And it took deep root, and filled the land. 

The mountains were covered with the shadow of it, 

And the boughs thereof were like cedars of God. 

She sent out her branches unto the sea, 

And her shoots unto the River. 

Why hast thou broken down her fences, 

So that all they which pass by the way do pluck her? 
The boar out of the wood doth ravage it, 

And the wild beasts of the field feed on it. 

Turn again, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: 

Look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine, 
And the stock which thy right hand hath planted, 

And the branch that thou madest strong for thyself. 

It is burned with fire, it is cut down: 

They perish at the rebuke of thy countenance. 

Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, 

Upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself. 
So shall we not go back from thee: 

Quicken thou us, and we will call upon thy name. 

Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts; 

Cause thy face to shine, and we shall be saved. —Psalm 80. 
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THE HOUSE OF THE LORD 


How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts! 

My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord; 
My heart and my flesh ery out unto the living God. 

Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, 

And the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, 
Even thine altars, O Lord of hosts, 

My King, and my God. 

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: 

They will be still praising thee. 

Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; 

In whose heart are the high ways to Zion. 

Passing through the valley of Weeping they make it a place of springs; 
Yea, the early rain covereth it with blessings. 

They go from strength to strength, 

Every one of them appeareth before God in Zion. 


O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer: 

Give ear, O God of Jacob. 

Behold, O God our shield, 

And look upon the face of thine anointed. 

For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. 

I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, 

Than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

For the Lord God is a sun and a shield: 

The Lord will give grace and glory: 

No good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. 
O Lord of hosts, 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. —Psalm 84. 


A PLEA FOR MERCY 


Lord, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: 
Thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob. 
Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, 
Thou hast covered all their sin. 

Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: 

Thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine anger. 
Turn us, O God of our salvation, 

And cause thine indignation toward us to cease. 
Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? 

Wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations? 
Wilt thou not quicken us again: 
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That thy people may rejoice in thee? 
Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, 
And grant us thy salvation. 


I will hear what God the Lord will speak: 

For he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: 
But let them not turn again to folly. 

Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; 

That glory may dwell in our land. 

Mercy and truth are met together; 

Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

Truth springeth out of the earth; 

And righteousness hath looked down from heaven. 

Yea, the Lord shall give that which is good; 

And our land shall yield her increase. 

Righteousness shall go before him; 

And shall make his footsteps a way to walk in. —Psalm 85. 


THE CRY OF THE NEEDY 


Bow down thine ear, O Lord, and answer me; 

For I am poor and needy. 

Preserve my soul; for I am godly: 

O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee. 

Be merciful unto me, O Lord; 

For unto thee do I ery all the day long. 

Rejoice the soul of thy servant; 

For unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive, 

And plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee. 

Give ear, O Lord, unto my prayer; 

And hearken unto the voice of my supplications. 

In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee; 

For thou wilt answer me. 

There is none like unto thee among the gods, O Lord; 

Neither are there any works like unto thy works. 

All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before 
thee, O Lord; 

And they shall glorify thy name. 

For thou art great, and doest wondrous things: 

Thou art God alone. 

Teach me thy way, O Lord; I will walk in thy truth: 

Unite my heart to fear thy name. 
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I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with my whole heart; 

And I will glorify thy name for evermore. 

For great is thy mercy toward me; 

And thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest pit. 

O God, the proud are risen up against me, 

And the congregation of violent men have sought after my soul, 
And have not set thee before them. 

But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion and gracious, 
Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy and truth. 

O turn unto me, and have mercy upon me; 

Give thy strength unto thy servant, 

And save the son of thine handmaid. 

Shew me a token for good; 

That they which hate me may see it, and be ashamed, 

Because thou, Lord, hast helped me, and comforted me. —Psalm 86. 


THE PRAISE OF ZION 


His foundation is in the holy mountains. 

The Lord loveth the gates of Zion 

More than all the dwellings of Jacob. 

Glorious things are spoken of thee, 

O city of God. 

I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon as among them that know me: 
Behold, Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia: 

This one was born there. 

Yea, of Zion it shall be said, 

This one and that one was born in her; 

And the Most High himself will establish her. 

The Lord will count, when he writeth up the peoples, 

This one was born there. 

They that sing as well as they that dance shall say, 

All my fountains are in thee. —Psalm 87. 


THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH ARE THINE 


I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever: 

With my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations. 
For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever; 

Thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens. 


And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, O Lord; 
Thy faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones. 
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For who in the skies can be compared unto the Lord? 
Who among the sons of the mighty is like unto the Lord? 
Thou rulest the pride of the sea: 
When the waves thereof arise, thou stillest them. 
The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine: 
The world and the fulness thereof, thou hast founded them. 
The north and the south, thou hast created them: 
Tabor and Hermon rejoice in thy name. 
Thou hast a mighty arm: 
Strong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand. 
Righteousness and judgment are the foundation of thy throne: 
Mercy and truth go before thy face. 
Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: 
They walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. 
In thy name do they rejoice all the day: 
And in thy righteousness are they exalted. 
For thou art the glory of their strength: 
And in thy favour our horn shall be exalted. 
For our shield belongeth unto the Lord; 
And our king to the Holy One of Israel. 
—Psalm 89: 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 11-18. 


AS A WATCH IN THE NIGHT 


Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place 

In all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 

Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, 
Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 
Thou turnest man to destruction; 

And sayest, Return, ye children of men. 

For a thousand years in thy sight 

Are but as yesterday when it is past, 

And as a watch in the night. 

Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: 
In the morning they are like grass which groweth up. 
In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; 

In the evening it is cut down, and withercth. 

For we are consumed in thine anger, 

And in thy wrath are we troubled. 

Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, 

Our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. 

For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: 
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We bring our years to an end as a tale that is told. 

The days of our years are threescore years and ten, 

Or even by reason of strength fourscore years; 

Yet is their pride but labour and sorrow; 

For it is soon gone, and we fly away. 

Who knoweth the power of thine anger, 

And thy wrath according to the fear that is due unto thee? 

So teach us to number our days, 

That we may get us an heart of wisdom. 

Return, O Lord; how long? 

And let it repent thee concerning thy servants. 

O satisfy us in the morning with thy mercy; 

That we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us, 
And the years wherein we have seen evil. 

Let thy work appear unto thy servants, 

And thy glory upon their children. 

And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: 

And establish thou the work of our hands upon us; 

Yea, the work of our hands establish thou it. —Psalm 90. 


THE LORD IS OUR REFUGE 


He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High 
Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress; 
My God, in whom I trust. 

For he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, 
And from the noisome pestilence. 

He shall cover thee with his pinions, 

And under his wings shalt thou take refuge: 

His truth is a shield and a buckler. 

Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night, 

Nor for the arrow that flieth by day; 

For the pestilence that walketh in darkness, 

Nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. 

A thousand shall fall at thy side, 

And ten thousand at thy right hand; 

But it shall not come nigh thee. 

Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold, 

And see the reward of the wicked. 

For thou, O Lord, art my refuge! 

Thou hast made the Most High thy habitation; 


PROPHECIES AND SONGS 531 


There shall no evil befall thee, 

Neither shall any plague come nigh thy tent. 

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, 

To keep thee in all thy ways. 

They shall bear thee up in their hands, 

Lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: 

The young lion and the serpent shalt thou trample under feet. 
Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: 
I will set him on high, because he hath known my name. 

He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; 

I will be with him in trouble: 

I will deliver him, and honour him. 

With long life will I satisfy him, 

And shew him my salvation. —Psalm 91. 


O SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SONG 


O sing unto the Lord a new song: 

Sing unto the Lord, all the earth. 

Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; 

Shew forth his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, 

His marvellous works among all the peoples. 

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised: 
He is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols: 

But the Lord made the heavens. 

Honour and majesty are before him: 

Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

Give unto the Lord, ye kindreds of the peoples, 
Give unto the Lord glory and strength. 

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name: 
Bring an offering, and come into his courts. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 
Tremble before him, all the earth. 

Say among the nations, The Lord reigneth: 

The world also is established that it cannot be moved: 
He shall judge the peoples with equity. 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; 

Let the field exult, and all that is therein; 

Then shall all the trees of the wood sing for joy 
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Before the Lord, for he cometh; 

For he cometh to judge the earth: 

He shall judge the world with righteousness, 

And the peoples with his truth. —Psalm 96. 


THE SONG OF THE FLOODS 


The Lord reigneth; he is clothed with majesty; 

The Lord is clothed with strength wherewith he hath girded 
himself: 

The world also is established, that it cannot be moved. 

Thy throne is established of old: 

Thou art from everlasting. 

The floods have lifted up, O Lord, 

The floods have lifted up their voice; 

The floods lift up their waves. 

Above the voices of many waters, 

The mighty breakers of the sea, 

The Lord on high is mighty. 


Thy testimonies are very sure: 
Holiness becometh thine house, 
O Lord, for evermore. —Psalm 93. 


THE LORD REIGNETH 


The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice; 

Let the multitude of isles be glad. 

Clouds and darkness are round about him: 
Righteousness and judgment are the foundation of his throne. 
A fire goeth before him, 

And burneth up his adversaries round about. 

His lightnings lightened the world: 

The earth saw, and trembled. 

The hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord, 
At the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 

The heavens declare his righteousness, 

And all the peoples have seen his glory. 

Ashamed be all they that serve graven images, 

That boast themselves of idols: 

Worship him, all ye gods. 

Zion heard and was glad, 

And the daughters of Judah rejoiced; 

Because of thy judgments, O Lord. 
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For thou, Lord, art most high above all the earth: 

Thou art exalted far above all gods. 

O ye that love the Lord, hate evil: 

He preserveth the souls of his saints; 

He delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked. 

Light is sown for the righteous, 

And gladness for the upright in heart. 

Be glad in the Lord, ye righteous; 

And give thanks to his holy name. —Psalm 97. 


THE SEA AND THE LAND ARE HIS 


O come, let us sing unto the Lord: 

Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, 

Let us make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, 

And a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the deep places of the earth; 

The heights of the mountains are his also. 

The sea is his, and he made it; 

And his hands formed the dry land. 


O come, let us worship and bow down; 

Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker: 

For he is our God, 

And we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
—Psalm 95:1-7. 


LET THE SEA ROAR 


O sing unto the Lord a new song; 

For he hath done marvellous things: 

His right hand, and his holy arm, hath wrought salvation for him. 

The Lord hath made known his salvation: 

His righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight of the nations. 

He hath remembered his mercy and his faithfulness toward the 
house of Israel: 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth: 

Break forth and sing for joy, yea, sing praises. 

Sing praises unto the Lord with the harp; 

With the harp and the voice of melody. 

With trumpets and sound of cornet 
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Make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; 

The world, and they that dwell therein; 

Let the floods clap their hands; 

Let the hills sing for joy together 

Before the Lord, for he cometh to judge the earth: 

He shall judge the world with righteousness, 

And the peoples with equity. —Psalm 98. 


THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE 


Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
Serve the Lord with gladness: 

Come before his presence with singing. 

Know ye that the Lord he is God: 

It is he that hath made us, and we are his; 

We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 

And into his courts with praise: 

Give thanks unto him, and bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his mercy endureth for ever; 
And his faithfulness unto all generations. —Psalm 100. 


OUR FATHER 


Bless the Lord, O my soul; 

And all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

And forget not all his benefits: 

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities: 

Who healeth all thy diseases; 

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; 
Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies: 
Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; 
So that thy youth is renewed like the eagle. 
The Lord executeth righteous acts, 

And judgments for all that are oppressed. 

He made known his ways unto Moses, 

His doings unto the children of Israel. 

The Lord is full of compassion and gracious, 
Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 

He will not always chide; 

Neither will he keep his anger for ever. 


THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS 


From a photograph copyrighted by Underwood & Underwood, and used by 
special permission 


This unusual picture shows the sheep and the goats gathered together in one flock. 
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He hath not deait with us after our sins, 

Nor rewarded us after our iniquities. 

For as the heaven is high above the earth, 

So great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 

As far as the east is from the west, 

So far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 

Like as a father pitieth his children, 

So the Lord pitieth them that fear him. 

For he knoweth our frame; 

He remembereth that we are dust. 

As for man, his days are as grass; 

As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 

For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; 

And the place thereof shall know it no more. 

But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
upon them that fear him, 

And his righteousness unto children’s children; 

To such as keep his covenant, 

And to those that remember his precepts to do them. 

The Lord hath established his throne in the heavens; 

And his kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lord, ye angels of his: 

Ye mighty in strength, that fulfil his word, 

Hearkening unto the voice of his word. 

Bless the Lord, all ye his hosts; 

Ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure. 

Bless the Lord, all ye his works, 

In all places of his dominion: 
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Bless the Lord, O my soul. —Psalm 103. 


GOD THE CREATOR 


Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

O Lord my God, thou art very great; 

Thou art clothed with honour and majesty. 

Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment; 
Who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain: 
Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters; 
Who maketh the clouds his chariot; 

Who walketh upon the wings of the wind: 

Who maketh winds his messengers; 

His ministers a flaming fire: 

Who laid the foundations of the earth, 
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That it should not be moved for ever. 

Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a vesture; 
The waters stood above the mountains. 

At thy rebuke they fled; 

At the voice of thy thunder they hasted away; 
They went up by the mountains, they went down by the valleys, 
Unto the place which thou hadst founded for them. 
Thou hast set a bound that they may not pass over; 
That they turn not again to cover the earth. 

He sendeth forth springs into the valleys; 

They run among the mountains: 

They give drink to every beast of the field; 

The wild asses quench their thirst. 

By them the birds of the heaven have their habitation, 
They sing among the branches. 

He watereth the mountains from his chambers: 
The earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works. 
He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, 

And herb for the service of man; 

That he may bring forth food out of the earth: 
And wine that maketh glad the heart of man, 

And oil to make his face to shine, 

And bread that strengtheneth man’s heart. 

The trees of the Lord are satisfied; 

The cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted; 
Where the birds make their nests: 

As for the stork, the fir trees are her house. 

The high mountains are for the wild goats; 

The rocks are a refuge for the conies. 

He appointed the moon for seasons: 

The sun knoweth his going down. 

Thou makest darkness, and it is night; 

Wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep forth. 
The young lions roar after their prey, 

And seek their meat from God. 

The sun ariseth, they get them away, 

And lay them down in their dens. 

Man goeth forth unto his work 

And to his labour until the evening. 

O Lord, how manifold are thy works! 

In wisdom hast thou made them all: 

The earth is full of thy riches. 

Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
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Wherein are things creeping innumerable, 

Both small and great beasts. 

There go the ships; 

There is leviathan, whom thou hast formed to take his pastime therein. 
These wait all upon thee, 

That thou mayest give them their meat in due season. 
That thou givest unto them they gather; 

Thou openest thine hand, they are satisfied with good. 
Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled; 

Thou takest away their breath, they die, 

And return to their dust. 

Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created; 

And thou renewest the face of the ground. 

Let the glory of the Lord endure for ever; 

Let the Lord rejoice in his works: 

Who locketh on the earth, and it trembleth; 

He toucheth the mountains, and they smoke. 

I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live: 

I will sing praise to my God while I have any being. 
Let my meditation be sweet unto him: 

I will rejoice in the Lord. 

Let sinners be consumed out of the earth, 

And let the wicked be no more. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

Praise ye the Lord. —Psalm 104. 


IDOLS OF SILVER AND GOLD 


Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 

But unto thy name give glory, 

For thy mercy, and for thy truth’s sake. 
Wherefore should the nations say, 
Where is now their God? 

But our God is in the heavens: 

He hath done whatsoever he pleased. 
Their idols are silver and gold, 

The work of men’s hands. 

They have mouths, but they speak not; 
Eyes have they, but they see not; 
They have ears, but they hear not; 
Noses have they, but they smell not; 
They have hands, but they handle not; 
Feet have they, but they walk not; 
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Neither speak they through their throat. 
They that make them shall be like unto them; 
Yea, every one that trusteth in them. —Psalm 115:1-8. 


I WILL LIFT MINE EYES UNTO THE MOUNTAINS 


I will lift up mine eyes unto the mountains: 
From whence shall my help come? 

My help cometh from the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth. 


He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: 

He that keepeth thee will not slumber. 

Behold, he that keepeth Israel 

Shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord is thy keeper: 

The Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. 

The sun shall not smite thee by day, 

Nor the moon by night. 

The Lord shall keep thee from all evil; 

He shall keep thy soul. 

The Lord shall keep thy going out and thy coming in, 
From this time forth and for evermore. —Psalm 121. 


A PILGRIM SONG 


I was glad when they said unto me, 

“Let us go unto the house of the Lord.”’ 
Our feet are standing 

Within thy gates, O Jerusalem; 

Jerusalem, that art builded 

As a city that is compact together: 
Whither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord 
For a testimony unto Israel, 

To give thanks unto the name of the Lord. 
For there are set thrones for judgment, 
The thrones of the house of David. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

They shall prosper that love thee. 

Peace be within thy walls, 

And prosperity within thy palaces. 

For my brethren and companions’ sakes, 


’ 
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I will now say, ‘“‘ Peace be within thee.” 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God 
I will seek thy good. —Psalm 122. 


A SONG OF THE EXILES 


When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, 

We were like unto them that dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 

And our tongue with singing: 

Then said they among the nations, 

The Lord hath done great things for them. 

The Lord hath done great things for us; 

Whereof we are glad. 

Turn again our captivity, O Lord, 

As the streams in the South. 

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

Though he goeth on his way weeping, bearing forth the seed; 

He shall come again with joy, bringing his sheaves with him. 
—Psalm 126. 


“DE PROFUNDIS ” 


Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord. 
Lord, hear my voice: 

Let thine ears be attentive 

To the voice of my supplications. 

If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 

O Lord, who shall stand? 

But there is forgiveness with thee, 

That thou mayest be feared. 

I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, 

And in his word do I hope. 

My soul looketh for the Lord, 

More than watchmen look for the morning; 

Yea, more than watchmen for the morning. 

O Israel, hope in the Lord; 

For with the Lord there is mercy, 

And with him is plenteous redemption. 

And he shall redeem Israel 

From all his iniquities. —Psalm 130. 
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BLESS YE THE LORD 


Behold, bless ye the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord, 
Who by night stand in the house of the Lord. 

Lift up your hands to the sanctuary, 

And bless ye the Lord. 

The Lord bless thee out of Zion; 

Even he that made heaven and earth. 


Praise ye the Lord. 

Praise ye the name of the Lord; 

Praise him, O ye servants of the Lord: 

Ye that stand in the house of the Lord, 

In the courts of the house of our God. 

Praise ye the Lord; for the Lord is good: 

Sing praises unto his name; for it is pleasant. 

For the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto himself, 

And Israel for his peculiar treasure. 

For I know that the Lord is great, 

And that our Lord is above all gods. 

Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that hath he done, 
In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps. 
He causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; 
He maketh lightnings for the rain; 

He bringeth forth the wind out of his treasuries. 
Who smote the firstborn of Egypt, 

Both of man and beast. 

He sent signs and wonders into the midst of thee, O Egypt, 
Upon Pharaoh, and upon all his servants. 

Who smote many nations, 

And slew mighty kings; 

Sihon king of the Amorites, 

And Og king of Bashan, 

And all the kingdoms of Canaan: 

And gave their land for an heritage, 

An heritage unto Israel his people. 

Thy name, O Lord, endureth for ever; 

Thy memorial, O Lord, throughout all generations. 
For the Lord shall judge his people, 

And repent himself concerning his servants. 


The idols of the nations are silver and gold, 
The work of men’s hands. 
They have mouths, but they speak not; 
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Hyes have they, but they see not; 

They have ears, but they hear not; 

Neither is there any breath in their mouths. 
They that make them shall be like unto them; 
Yea, every one that trusteth in them. 


O house of Israel, bless ye the Lord: 

O house of Aaron, bless ye the Lord: 

O house of Levi, bless ye the Lord: 

Ye that fear the Lord, bless ye the Lord. 

Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, 

Who dwelleth at Jerusalem. 

Praise ye the Lord. —Psalms 134-135. 


THE EYE OF THE LORD 


O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. 
Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, 
Thou understandest my thought afar off. 

Thou searchest out my path and my lying down, 
And art acquainted with all my ways. 

For there is not a word in my tongue, 

But, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether. 

Thou hast beset me behind and before, 

And laid thine hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

It is high, I cannot attain unto it. 

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? 

Or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: 

If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, thou art there. 
If I take the wings of the morning, 

And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 

Even there shall thy hand lead me, 

And thy right hand shall hold me. 

If I say, Surely the darkness shall overwhelm me, 
And the light about me shall be night; 

Even the darkness hideth not from thee, 

But the night shineth as the day: 

The darkness and the light are both alike to thee. 
How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! 
How great is the sum of them! 

If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: 
When I awake, I am still with thee. 
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Search me, O God, and know my heart: 
Try me, and know my thoughts: 
And see if there be any way of wickedness in me, 
And lead me in the way everlasting. 
—Psalm 139:1-12, 17, 18, 28, 24. 


SLOW TO ANGER AND PLENTEOUS IN MERCY 


I will extol thee, my God, O King; 

And I will bless thy name for ever and ever. 

Every day will I bless thee; 

And I will praise thy name for ever and ever. 
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 

And his greatness is unsearchable. 

One generation shall laud thy works to another, 
And shall declare thy mighty acts. 

Of the glorious majesty of thine honour, 

And of thy wondrous works, will I meditate. 

And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts; 
And I will declare thy greatness. 

They shall utter the memory of thy great goodness, 
And shall sing of thy righteousness. 


The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; 

Slow to anger, and of great mercy. 

The Lord is good to all; 

And his tender mercies are over all his works. 

All thy works shall give thanks unto thee, O Lord; 
And thy saints shall bless thee. 

They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, 

And talk of thy power; 

To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, 
And the glory of the majesty of his kingdom. 

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

And thy dominion endureth throughout all generations. 
The Lord upholdeth all that fall, 

And raiseth up all those that be bowed down. 

The eyes of all wait upon thee; 

And thou givest them their food in due season. 
Thou openest thine hand, 

And satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 

And gracious in all his works. 
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The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, 
To all that call upon him in truth. 
He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him; 
He also will hear their cry, and will save them. 
The Lord preserveth all them that love him; 
But all the wicked will he destroy. 
My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; 
And let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever. 
—Psalm 145. 


SONGS OF PRAISE 


Praise ye the Lord. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul. . 

While I live will I praise the Lord: 

I will sing praises unto my God while I have any being. 


Put not your trust in princes, 

Nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help. 
His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; 
In that very day his thoughts perish. 

Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
Whose hope is in the Lord his God: 

Which made heaven and earth, 

The sea, and all that in them is; 

Which keepeth truth for ever: 

Which executeth judgment for the oppressed; 
Which giveth food to the hungry: 

The Lord looseth the prisoners; 

The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind; 

The Lord raiseth up them that are bowed down; 
The Lord loveth the righteous; 

The Lord preserveth the strangers; 

He upholdeth the fatherless and widow; 

But the way of the wicked he turneth upside down. 
The Lord shall reign for ever, . 

Thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. 

Praise ye the Lord. 


Praise ye the Lord; 
For it is good to sing praises unto our God; 
For it is pleasant, and praise is comely. 


The Lord doth build up Jerusalem; 
He gathereth together the outcasts of Israel. 
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He healeth the broken in heart, 

And bindeth up their wounds. 

He telleth the number of the stars; 

He giveth them all their names. 

Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; 
His understanding is infinite. 

The Lord upholdeth the meek: 

He bringeth the wicked down to the ground. 


Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; 

Sing praises upon the harp unto our God: 

Who covereth the heaven with clouds, 

Who prepareth rain for the earth, 

Who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains. 
He giveth to the beast his food, 

And to the young ravens which cry. 

He delighteth not in the strength of the horse: 
He taketh no pleasure in the legs of a man. 

The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear him, 
In those that hope in his mercy. 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; 

Praise thy God, O Zion. 

For he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates; 
He hath blessed thy children within thee. 

He maketh peace in thy borders; 

He filleth thee with the finest of the wheat. 

He sendeth out his commandment upon earth; 
His word runneth very swiftly. 

He giveth snow like wool; 

He scattereth the hoar frost like ashes. 

He casteth forth his ice like morsels: 

Who can stand before his cold? 

He sendeth out his word, and melteth them: 

He causeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow. 
He sheweth his word unto Jacob, 

His statutes and his judgments unto Israel. 

He hath not dealt so with any nation: 

And as for his judgments, they have not known them. 
Praise ye the Lord. 


Praise ye the Lord. 

Praise ye the Lord from the heavens: 
Praise him in the heights. 

Praise ye him, all his angels: 


PROPHECIES AND SONGS 


Praise ye him, all his host. 

Praise ye him, sun and moon: 

Praise him, all ye stars of light. 

Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, 

And ye waters that be above the heavens. 

Let them praise the name of the Lord: 

For he commanded, and they were created. 

He hath also established them for ever and ever: 
He hath made a decree which shall not pass away. 
Praise the Lord from the earth. 

Ye dragons, and all deeps: 

Fire and hail, snow and vapour; 

Stormy wind, fulfilling his word: 

Mountains and all hills; 

Fruitful trees and all cedars: 

Beasts and all cattle; 

Creeping things and flying fowl: 

Kings of the earth and all peoples; 

Princes and all judges of the earth: 

Both young men and maidens; 

Old men and children: 

Let them praise the name of the Lord; 

For his name alone is exalted: 

His glory is above the earth and heaven. 

And he hath lifted up the horn of his people, 
The praise of all his saints; 

Even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. 
Praise ye the Lord. 


Praise ye the Lord. 

Praise God in his sanctuary: 

Praise him in the firmament of his power. 

Praise him for his mighty acts: 

Praise him according to his excellent greatness. 
Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: 

Praise him with the psaltery and harp. 

Praise him with the timbrel and dance: 

Praise him with stringed instruments and the pipe. 
Praise him upon the loud cymbals: 

Praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. 

Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. 
Praise ye the Lord. 
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—Psalms 146-148, 150 


Selections from Fob 


fo 


JOB 


Who was the author of the Book of Job it is idle to inquire. He represents, whoever he 
was, the ripest thinking and culture of an age which, just because it could environ such a 
book, we cannot forbear to pronounce great; and with a self-abnegation which to our modern 
literary ambitions seems marvelous, he has committed his book to the care of the ages with- 
out aname. Nor is it unfitting so. The book is ours, all men’s; the thankful world will 
always care for it reverently, for it will never cease to be young. Job is the man of every- 
day life, who proves by his unconquerable integrity what 1t is to serve God for his own holy 
sake. Job reaches by faith to the idea of a Heavenly Friend in consequence of whose inter- 
cession he will some day see God, a stranger no more. The Book of Job is the Epic of the 
Inner Life. —Prof. John F. Genung. 


PROLOGUE 


There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man 
was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and shunned evil. And 
there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters. His substance 
also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hun- 
dred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she-asses, and a very great household; 
so that this man was the greatest of all the children of the east. And his 
sons went and held a feast in the house of each one upon his day; and 
they sent and called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with them. 
And whenever the feast days came round Job sent and sanctified them, 
and rose up early in the morning and offered burnt offerings according 
to the number of them all; for Job said, “It may be that my sons have 
sinned, and renounced God in their hearts.”’ Thus did Job continually. 

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan came also among them. 

And thus they spoke:— 


THE LorD—“ Whence comest thou?” 

SATAN—“ From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and 
down in it.” 

THE LorpD—“ Hast thou considered my servant Job? for there is none 
like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, 
and shunneth evil.’ 

SATAN—“Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not thou made an 
hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath, on every 
side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased 
in the land. But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath 
and he will renounce thee to thy face.” : 

THE LorD—“ Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon him- 
self put not forth thine hand.” 
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Then Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord. After this on a 
certain day messengers came with tidings to Job. 


First MESSENGER—‘‘The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding 
beside them: and the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, 
they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am 
escaped alone to tell thee.” 

SECOND M&rssENGER—“‘ The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath 
burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am 
escaped alone to tell thee.” 

THIRD MESSENGER—“ The Chaldeans made three bands, and fell upon 
the camels, and have taken them away, yea, and slain the servants with 
the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.” 

FouRTH MESSENGER—“‘Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house: and, behold, there came a 
great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, 
and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee.” 

JOB—(He arose, rent his mantle, shaved his head, and fell on the ground 
and worshiped.) ‘“‘Naked came I into the world, and naked I must return 
out of it. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord.” 


Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan came also among them to present himself 
before the Lord. 

And thus they spoke:— 


THE Lorp—‘“ From whence comest thou?” 

SaTAN—“‘‘From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and 
down in it.” 

THE Lorp—‘‘ Hast thou considered my servant Job? for there is none 
like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, 
and shunneth evil: and he still holdeth fast his integrity, although thou 
movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause.” 

SatTaAN—“‘Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. 
But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will 
renounce thee to thy face.” 

THE Lorp—“ Behold, he is in thy hands; only spare his life.” 


Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote Job with sore 
boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. And he took him a potsherd 
to scrape himself, and he sat among the ashes. 


THE WIFE OF JoB—‘ Dost thou still hold fast thine integrity? renounce 
God, and die.” 
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Jop—Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? 
shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?” 


Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon 
him, they came every one from his own place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and 
Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite: and they made an ap- 
pointment together to come to mourn with him and to comfort him. And 
when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up 
their voice, and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled 
dust upon their heads. So they sat down with him upon the ground seven 
days and seven nights, and none spake a word unto him: for they saw that 
his grief was very great. 


(The action of the dramatic poem itself now begins.) 


JOB. 


Why died I not at birth? 

Why did life receive me? 

For now should I have lain down and been quiet; 
I should have slept; then had I been at rest: 
With kings and counsellors of the earth, 

Which built up waste places for themselves; 

Or with princes that had gold, 

Who filled their houses with silver: 

There the wicked cease from troubling; 

And there the weary be at rest. 

There the prisoners are at ease together; 

They hear not the voice of the taskmaster. 

The small and great are there; 

And the servant is free from his master. 
Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, 
And life unto the bitter in soul; 

Which long for death, but it cometh not; 

And dig for it more than for hid treasures; 
Which rejoice exceedingly, 

And are glad, when they can find the grave? 
Why is light given to a man whose way is hid, 
And whom God hath hedged in? 

For my sighing cometh before I eat, 

And my groans are poured out like water. 

For the thing which I fear cometh upon me, 
And that which I am afraid of cometh unto me. 
I am not at ease, neither am I quiet, neither have I rest; 
But trouble cometh. 


“VIRGIN’S WELL” AT NAZARETH 


Irom a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


“Here then, He grew up and suffered temptation, who was tempted on all points like as 
we are, yet without sm. The perfection of his purity and patience was achieved not easily as 
behind a wide fence which shut the world out, but amid rumor and scandal, with every 
provocation to unlawful curiosity and premature ambition. The pressure and problems 
of the world outside God’s people must have been felt by the youth of Nazareth as by few 
others: yet the scenes of prophetic missions to it—Elijah’s and Elisha’s—were almost in 
sight. A vision of all the kingdom of the world was as possible from this village as from the 
Mount of Temptation. But the chief lesson which Nazareth teaches to us is the possibility 
of a pure home and a spotless youth in the very face of the evil world.” —Smith 
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ELIPHAZ. 


If one assay to commune with thee, wilt thou be grieved? 
But who can withhold himself from speaking? 
Behold, thou hast instructed many, 

And thou hast strengthened the weak hands. 

Thy words have upholden him that was falling, 
And thou hast confirmed the feeble knees. 

But now it is come unto thee, and thou faintest; 
It toucheth thee, and thou art troubled. 

Is not thy fear of God thy confidence, 

And thy hope the integrity of thy ways? 

Now a thing was secretly brought to me, 

And mine ear received a whisper thereof. 

In thoughts from the visions of the night, 

When deep sleep falleth on men, 

Fear came upon me, and trembling, 

Which made all my bones to shake. 

Then a spirit glided before my face; 

The hair of my flesh stood up. 

It stood still, but I could not discern the appearance thereof; 
A form was before mine eyes: 

There was silence, and I heard a voice, saying, 
Shall mortal man be more just than God? 

Shall a man be more pure than his Maker? 
Behold, he putteth no trust in his servants; 

And his angels he chargeth with folly: 

How much more them that dwell in houses of clay! 


But man is born unto trouble, 

As the sparks fly upward. 

But as for me, I would seek unto God, 

And unto God would I commit my cause: 

Who doeth great things and unsearchable; 
Marvellous things without number: 

Who giveth rain upon the earth, 

And sendeth waters upon the fields: 

So that he setteth up on high those that be low; 
And those which mourn are exalted to safety. 

He frustrateth the devices of the crafty, 

So that their hands cannot perform their enterprise. 
He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: 

And the counsel of the froward is carried headlong. 
They meet with darkness in the daytime, 
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And grope at noonday as in the night. 

But he saveth from the sword of their mouth, 
Even the needy from the hand of the mighty. 
So the poor hath hope, 

And iniquity stoppeth her mouth. 


Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: 
Therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty. 
For he maketh sore, and bindeth up; 

He woundeth, and his hands make whole. 

In famine he shall redeem thee from death; 

And in war from the power of the sword. 

Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue; 

Neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh. 
At destruction and dearth thou shalt laugh; 

Neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the earth. 

For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field; 
And the beasts of the field shall be at peace with thee. 
Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age, 

Like as a shock of corn cometh in in its season. 

Lo this, we have searched it, so it is; 

Hear it, and know thou it for thy good. 


JOB. 


Oh that my vexation were but weighed, 

And my calamity laid in the balances together! 

For now it would be heavier than the sand of the seas: 
Therefore have my words been rash. 

For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, 

The poison whereof my spirit drinketh up: 

The terrors of God do set themselves in array against me. 


Oh that I might have my request; 

And that God would grant me the thing that I long for! 
Even that it would please God to crush me; 

That he would let loose his hand, and cut me off! 
Then should I yet have comfort; 

Yea, I would exult in pain that spareth not: 

For I have not denied the words of the Holy One. 
What is my strength, that I should wait? 

And what is mine end, that I should be patient? 
Is my strength the strength of stones? 

My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook, 
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As the channel of brooks that pass away; 

Which are black by reason of the ice, 

And wherein the snow hideth itself: 

When they grow warm, they vanish: 

When it is hot, they are consumed out of their place. 
The caravans that travel by the way of them turn aside; 
They go up into the waste, and perish. 

The caravans of Tema looked, 

The companies of Sheba waited for them. 

They were ashamed because they had hoped; 

They came thither, and were confounded. 

See now,—ye are just like that, 

Ye see a terror, and are afraid. 

Did I say, Give unto me? 

Or, Offer a present for me of your substance? 

Or, Deliver me from the adversary’s hand? 

Or, Redeem me from the hand of the oppressors? 


Teach me, and I will hold my peace: 
And cause me to understand wherein I have erred. 


JOB. 
(He speaks now to the Lord.) 


What is man, that thou shouldest magnify him, 
And that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him, 
And that thou shouldest visit him every morning, 
And try him every moment? 


If I have sinned, what do I unto thee, O thou watcher of men? 

Why hast thou set me as a mark for thee, 

So that I am a burden to myself? 

And why dost thou not pardon my transgression, and take away minc 
iniquity? 

For now shall I lie down in the dust; 

And thou shalt seek me diligently, but I shall not be. 


BILDAD. 


How long wilt thou speak these things? 

And how long shall the words of thy mouth be like a mighty wind? 
Doth God pervert judgment? 

Or doth the Almighty pervert justice? 

If thy children have sinned against him, 


556 THE GOLDEN BOOK 


And he have delivered them into the hand of their transgression: 
If thou wouldest seek diligently unto God, 

And make thy supplication to the Almighty; 

If thou wert pure and upright; 

Surely now he would awake for thee, 

And make the habitation of thy righteousness prosperous. 


For inquire, I pray thee, of the former age, 

And apply thyself to that which their fathers have searched out: 
(For we are but of yesterday, and know nothing, 
Because our days upon earth are a shadow:) 

Shall not they teach thee, and tell thee, 

And utter words out of their heart? 

Can the rush grow up without mire? 

Can the flag grow without water? 

Whilst it is yet in its greenness, and not cut down, 
It withereth before any other herb. 

So are the paths of all that forget God; 

And the hope of the godless man shall perish: 
Whose confidence shall break in sunder, 

And whose trust is a spider’s web. 

He shall lean upon his house, but it shall not stand: 
He shall hold fast thereby, but it shall not endure. 
He is green before the sun, 

And his shoots go forth over his garden. 

His roots are wrapped about the heap, 

He beholdeth the place of stones. 

If he be destroyed from his place, 

Then it shall deny him, saying, ‘I have not seen thee.” 
Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, 
Neither will he uphold the evil-doers. 

He will yet fill thy mouth with laughter, 

And thy lips with shouting. 

They that hate thee shall be clothed with shame; 
And the tent of the wicked shall be no more. 


JOB. 
Of a truth I know that it is so: 
But how can man be just with God? 
Should he desire to contend with him, 
He cannot answer him one of a thousand. 
He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: 
Who hath hardened himself against him, and prospered? 
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Who removeth the mountains, and they know it not, 
When he overturneth them in his anger. 

Who shaketh the earth out of her place, 

And the pillars thereof tremble. 

Who commandeth the sun, and it riseth not; 

And sealeth up the stars. 

Who alone stretcheth out the heavens, 

And treadeth upon the waves of the sea. 

Who maketh the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades, 

And the chambers of the south. 

Who doeth great things past finding out; 

Yea, marvellous things without number. 

Lo, he goeth by me, and I see him not: 

He passeth on also, but I perceive him not. 

If we speak of the strength of the mighty, lo, he is there! 
And if of judgment, who will appoint me a time? 
Though I be righteous, mine own mouth shall condemn me: 
Though I be perfect, it shall prove me perverse. 

I am perfect; I regard not myself; 

I despise my life. 

It is all one; therefore I say, 

He destroyed the perfect and the wicked. 


Now my days are swifter than a courier: 

They flee away, they see no good. 

They are passed away as the swift ships: 

As the eagle that swoopeth on the prey. 

My soul is weary of my life; 

I will give free course to my complaint; 

I will speak in the bitterness of my soul. 

I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; 

Shew me wherefore thou contendest with me. 

Is it good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress, 
That thou shouldest despise the work of thine hands? 


Are not my days few? cease then, 

And let me alone, that I may take comfort a little, 
Before I go whence I shall not return, 

Even to the land of darkness and of the shadow of death; 
A land of thick darkness, as darkness itself; 

A land of the shadow of death, without any order, 

And where the light is as darkness. 


THE GOLDEN BOOK 


ZOPHAR. 


Should not the multitude of words be answered? 

And should a man full of talk be justified? 

Should thy boastings make men hold their peace? 

And when thou mockest, shall no man make thee ashamed? 

For thou sayest, “‘My doctrine is pure, 

And I am clean in thine eyes.” 

But oh that God would speak, 

And open his lips against thee; 

And that he would shew thee the secrets of wisdom, 

That it is manifold in effectual working! 

Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity 
deserveth. 

Canst thou by searching find out God? 

Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? 

It is high as heaven; what canst thou do? 

Deeper than Sheol; what canst thou know? 

The measure thereof is longer than the earth, 

And broader than the sea. 


For he knoweth vain men: 

He seeth iniquity also, even though he consider it not. 
If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, 

And let not unrighteousness dwell in thy tents; 

Surely then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; 
Yea, thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear: 

For thou shalt forget thy misery; 

Thou shalt remember it as waters that are passed away: 
And thy life shall be clearer than the noonday; 

Though there be darkness, it shall be as the morning. 


JOB. 


No doubt but ye are the people, 

And wisdom shall die with you. 

But I have understanding as well as you; 

I am not inferior to you: 

Yea, who knoweth not such things as these? 
Lo, mine eye hath seen all this, 

Mine ear hath heard and understood it. 
What ye know, the same do I know also: 

I am not inferior unto you. 

Surely I would speak to the Almighty, 


ANCIENT WELL AT BEERSHEBA 


T’rom a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


The first wells, of course, had no means of drawing water but the jar let down from the 
surface. The clumsy machinery of the well in the picture was later used. A camel or 
donkey is harnessed to the pole, and walking im a circle turns the wheel. 
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And I desire to reason with God. 

But ye are forgers of lies, 

Ye are all physicians of no value. 

Oh that ye would altogether hold your peace! 
And it should be your wisdom. 

Your memorable sayings are proverbs of ashes. 


Though he slay me, yet will I wait for him: 
Nevertheless I will maintain my ways before him. 
This also shall be my salvation; 

For a godless man shall not come before him. 
Hear diligently my speech, 

And let my declaration be in your ears. 

Behold now, I have ordered my cause; 

I know that I am righteous. 

Who is he that will contend with me? 


How many are mine iniquities and sins? 

Make me to know my transgression and my sin. 
Wherefore hidest thou thy face, 

And holdest me for thine enemy? 

Wilt thou harass a driven leaf? 

And wilt thou pursue the dry stubble? 


Man that is born of a woman 

Is of few days, and full of trouble. 

He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: 
He fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not. 
And dost thou open thine eyes upon such an one, 
And bringest me into judgment with thee? 


For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, 
And that the tender branch thereof will not cease. 

Though the root thereof grow old in the earth, 

And the stock thereof die in the ground; 

Yet through the scent of water it will bud, 

And put forth boughs like a plant. 

But man dieth, and wasteth away: 

Yea, man giveth up his spirit, and where is he? 


If a man die, shall he live again? 
All the days of my warfare would I wait, 
Till my release should come. 
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Thou shouldest call, and I would answer thee: 
Thou wouldest have a desire to the work of thine hands. 


ELIPHAZ. 


Can a man be profitable unto God? 

Surely he that is wise is profitable unto himself. 

Is it any pleasure to the Almighty, that thou art righteous? 
Or, is it gain to him, that thou makest thy ways perfect? 
Is it for thy fear of him that he reproveth thee, 

That he entereth with thee into judgment? 


Is not thy wickedness great? 

Neither is there any end to thine iniquities. 

For thou hast taken pledges of thy brother for nought, 
And stripped the naked of their clothing. 

Thou hast not given water to the weary to drink, 

And thou hast withholden bread from the hungry. 
Thou hast sent widows away empty, 

And the arms of the fatherless have been broken. 
Therefore snares are round about thee, 

And sudden fear troubleth thee, 

Or darkness, that thou canst not see, 

And abundance of waters cover thee. 

Is not God in the height of heaven? 

And behold the height of the stars, how high they are! 
And thou sayest, ‘What doth God know? 

Can he judge through the thick darkness? 

Thick clouds are a covering to him, that he seeth not; 
And he walketh in the circuit of heaven.” 

Wilt thou keep the old way 

Which wicked men have trodden? 

If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up; 
If thou put away unrighteousness far from thy tents. 
And lay thou thy treasure in the dust, 

And the gold of Ophir among the stones of the brooks; 
And the Almighty shall be thy treasure, 

And precious silver unto thee. 

For then shalt thou delight thyself in the Almighty, 
And shalt lift up thy face unto God. 

Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, and he shall hear thee; 
And thou shalt pay thy vows. 

Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it shall be established unto thee; 
And light shall shine upon thy ways. 
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JOB. 


Oh that I were as in the months of old, 

As in the days when God watched over me; 
When his lamp shined upon my head, 

And by his light I walked through darkness; 
As I was in the ripeness of my days, 

When the secret of God was upon my tent; 
When the Almighty was yet with me, 

And my children were about me; 

When I went forth to the gate unto the city, 
When I prepared my seat in the street, 

The young men saw me and hid themselves, 
And the aged rose up and stood; 

The princes refrained talking, 

And laid their hand on their mouth; 

The voice of the nobles was hushed, 

And their tongue cleaved to the roof of their mouth. 


For when the ear heard me, then it blessed me; 

And when the eye saw me, it gave witness unto me: 
Because I delivered the poor that cried, 

The fatherless also, that had none to help him. 

The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon me: 
And I caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy. 

I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: 

My justice was as a robe and a diadem. 

I was eyes to the blind, 

And feet was I to the lame. 

I was a father to the needy: 

And the cause of him that I knew not I searched out. 

But now they that are younger than I have me in derision, 
Upon my right hand rise the rabble; 

They thrust aside my feet, 

And they cast up against me their ways of destruction. 


And now my soul is poured out within me; 
Days of affliction have taken hold upon me. 

In the night season my bones are pierced in me, 
And the pans that gnaw me take no rest. 

He hath cast me into the mire, 

And I am become like dust and ashes. 

I ery unto thee, and thou dost not answer me: 
I stand up, and thou lookest at me. 
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Thou liftest me up to the wind, thou causest me to ride upon it; 
And thou dissolvest me in the storm. 


If I did despise the cause of my manservant or of my maidservant, 
When they contended with me: 

What then shall I do when God riseth up? 

And when he visiteth, what shall I answer him? 


If I have withheld the poor from their desire, 
Or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail; 
Or have eaten my morsel alone, 

And the fatherless hath not eaten thereof; 


If I have seen any perish for want of clothing, 
Or that the needy had no covering; 


If I have lifted up my hand against the fatherless, 
Because I saw my help in the gate: 

Then let my shoulder fall from the shoulder blade, 
And mine arm be broken from the bone. 


If I have made gold my hope, 

And have said to the fine gold, 

Thou art my confidence; 

If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, 
And because mine hand had gotten much; 


If I rejoiced at the destruction of him that hated me, 
Or lifted up myself when evil found him; 


If the men of my tent said not, 

Who can find one that hath not been satisfied with his food? 
The stranger did not lodge in the street; 

But I opened my doors to the traveller. 


Oh that I had one to hear me! 

(Lo, here is my signature, let the Almighty answer me;) 

And that I had the indictment which mine adversary hath written! 
Surely I would carry it upon my shoulder; 

I would bind it unto me as a crown. 

I would declare unto him the number of my steps; 

As a prince would I go near unto him. 


SELECTIONS FROM JOB 565 


If my land ery out against me, 

And the furrows thereof weep together; 

If I have eaten the fruits thereof without money, 
Or have caused the owners thereof to lose their life: 
Let thistles grow instead of wheat, 

And cockle instead of barley. 


THE LORD. 
(He speaks to Job out of the whirlwind.) 


Gird up now thy loins like a man; 

For I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 
Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? 
Declare, if thou hast understanding. 

Who determined the measures thereof, if thou knowest? 
Or who stretched the line upon it? 

Whereupon were the foundations thereof fastened? 

Or who laid the corner stone thereof; 

When the morning stars sang together, 

And all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

Or who shut up the sea with doors, 

When it brake forth, 

When I made the cloud the garment thereof, 

And thick darkness a swaddlingband for it, 

And prescribed for it my decree, 

And set bars and doors, 

And said, “‘ Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further; 
And here shall thy proud waves be stayed’’? 


Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days began, 
And caused the dayspring to know its place; 

That it might take hold of the ends of the earth, 

And the wicked be shaken out of it? 

It is changed as clay under the seal; 

And all things stand forth as a garment: 

And from the wicked their light is withholden, 

And the high arm is broken. 


Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? 

Or hast thou walked in the recesses of the deep? 
Have the gates of death been revealed unto thee? 
Or hast thou seen the gates of the shadow of death? 
Hast thou comprehended the breadth of the earth? 
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Declare, if thou knowest it all. 

Where is the way to the dwelling of light, 

And as for darkness, where is the place thereof; 

That thou shouldest take it to the bound thereof, 

And that thou shouldest discern the paths to the house thereof? 
Doubtless, thou knowest, for thou wast then born, 

And the number of thy days is great! 


Hast thou entered the treasuries of the snow, 
Or hast thou seen the treasuries of the hail, 
Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, 
Against the day of battle and war? 

By what way is the light parted, 

Or the east wind scattered upon the earth? 
Who hath cleft a channel for the waterflood, 
Or a way for the lightning of the thunder; 

To cause it to rain on a land where no man is; 
On the wilderness, wherein there is no man; 
To satisfy the waste and desolate ground; 
And to cause the tender grass to spring forth? 


Canst thou bind the cluster of the Pleiades, 

Or loose the bands of Orion? 

Canst thou lead forth the signs of the Zodiac in their season? 
Or canst thou guide the Bear with her train? 

Knowest thou the ordinances of the heavens? 

Canst thou establish the dominion thereof in the earth? 
Canst thou lift up thy voice to the clouds, 

That abundance of waters may cover thee? 

Canst thou send forth lightnings, that they may go, 

And say unto thee, “Here we are’’? 


Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts? 

Or who hath given understanding to the mind? 
Who can number the clouds by wisdom? 

Or who can pour out the bottles of heaven, 
When the dust runneth into a mass, 

And the clods cleave fast together? 


Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lioness? 
Or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 
When they couch in their dens, 

And abide in the covert to lie in wait? 
Who provideth for the raven his food, 
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When his young ones ery unto God, 

And wander for lack of meat? 

Who hath sent out the wild ass free? 

Or who hath loosed the bands of the wild ass? 
Whose house I have made the wilderness, 

And the salt land his dwelling place. 

He scorneth the tumult of the city, 

Neither heareth he the shoutings of the driver. 
The range of the mountains is his pasture, 
And he searcheth after every green thing. 


Will the wild-ox be content to serve thee? 

Or will he abide by thy crib? 

Canst thou bind the wild-ox with his band in the furrow? 
Or will he harrow the valleys after thee? 

Wilt thou trust him, because his strength is great? 

Or wilt thou leave to him thy labour? 

Wilt thou confide in him, that he will bring home thy seed, 
And gather the corn of thy threshing-floor? 


The wing of the ostrich rejoiceth; 

But are her pinions and feathers kindly? 

For she leaveth her eggs on the earth, 

And warmeth them in the dust, 

And forgetteth that the foot may crush them, 

Or that the wild beast may trample them. 

She is hardened against her young ones, as if they were not hers: 
Though her labour be in vain, she is without fear; 
Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, 
Neither hath he imparted to her understanding. 
What time she lifteth up herself on high, 

She scorneth the horse and his rider. 


Hast thou given the horse his might? 

Hast thou clothed his neck with the quivering mane? 
Hast thou made him to leap as a locust? 

The glory of his snorting is terrible. 

He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength: 
He goeth out to meet the armed men. 

He mocketh at fear, and is not dismayed; 

Neither turneth he back from the sword. 

The quiver rattleth against him, 

The flashing spear and the javelin. 

He swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage; 
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Neither believeth he that it is the voice of the trumpet. 
As oft as the trumpet soundeth he saith, “Aha!” 

And he smelleth the battle afar off, 

The thunder of the captains, and the shouting. 


Doth the hawk soar by thy wisdom, 

And stretch her wings toward the south? 

Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, 

And make her nest on high? 

She dwelleth on the rock, and hath her lodging there, 
Upon the crag of the rock, and the strong hold. 
From thence she spieth out the prey; 

Her eyes behold it afar off. 

Her young ones also suck up blood: 

And where the slain are, there is she. 


JOB. 


Behold, I am of small account; what shall I answer thee? 


I lay mine hand upon my mouth. 
Once have I spoken, and I will not answer; 
Yea twice, but I will proceed no further. 


THE LORD. 

(Out of the whirlwind.) 
Gird up thy loins now like a man: 
I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 
Wilt thou even disannul my judgment? 
Wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be justified? 
Or hast thou an arm like God? 
And canst thou thunder with a voice like him? 
Deck thyself now with excellency and dignity; 
And array thyself with honour and majesty. 
Pour forth the overflowings of thine anger: 
And lock upon every one that is proud, and abase him. 
Look on every one that is proud, and bring him low; 
And tread down the wicked where they stand. 
Hide them in the dust together; 
Bind their faces in the hidden place. 
Then will I also confess of thee 
That thine own right hand can save thee. 


Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; 
He eateth grass as an ox. 
Lo now, his strength is in his loins, 
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And his force is in the muscles of his belly. 

He moveth his tail like a cedar: 

The sinews of his thighs are knit together. 

His bones are as tubes of brass; 

His limbs are like bars of iron. 

He is the chief of the ways of Goa: 

He only that made him can make his sword to approach unto him. 
Surely the mountains bring him forth food; 

Where all the beasts of the field do play. 

He lieth under the lotus trees, 

In the covert of the reed, and the fen. 

The lotus trees cover him with their shadow; 

The willows of the brook compass him about. 

Behold, if a river overflow, he trembleth not: 

He is confident, though Jordan swell even to his mouth. 
Shall any take him when he is on the watch, 

Or pierce through his nose with a snare? 


Canst thou draw out leviathan with a fish hook? 

Or press down his tongue with a cord? 

Canst thou put a rope into his nose? 

Or pierce his jaw through with a hook? 

Will he make many supplications unto thee? 

Or will he speak soft words unto thee? 

Will he make covenant with thee, 

That thou shouldest take him for a servant for ever? 
Wilt thou play with him as with a bird? 

Or wilt thou bind him for thy maidens? 

Shall the bands of fishermen make traffic of him? 
Shall they part him among the merchants? 

Canst thou fill his skin with barbed irons, 

Or his head with fish spears? 

Lay thine hand upon him; 

Remember the battle, and do so no more. 

Behold, the hope of him is in vain: 

Shall not one be cast down even at the sight of him? 
None is so fierce that he dare stir him up: 

Who then is he that can stand before me? 

Who hast first given unto me, that I should repay him? 
Whatsoever is under the whole heaven is mine. 

I will not keep silence concerning his limbs, 

Nor his mighty strength, nor his comely proportion. 
Who can strip off his outer garment? 
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Who shall come within his double bridle? 

Who can open the doors of his face? 

Round about his teeth is terror. 

His strong scales are his pride, 

Shut up together as with a close seal. 

One is so near to another, 

That no air can come between them. 

They are joined one to another; 

They stick together, that they cannot be sundered. 
His nostrils flash forth light, 

And his eyes are like the eyelids of the morning. 
Out of his mouth go burning torches, 

And sparks of fire leap forth. 

Out of his nostrils a smoke goeth, 

As of a boiling pot and burning rushes. 

His breath kindleth coals, 

And a flame goeth forth from his mouth. 

In his neck abideth strength, 

And terror danceth before him. 

The flakes of his flesh are joined together: 

They are firm upon him; they cannot be moved. 
His heart is as firm as a stone; 

Yea, firm as the nether millstone. 

When he raiseth himself up, the mighty are afraid: 
By reason of consternation they are beside themselves. 
If one lay at him with the sword, it cannot avail; 
Nor the spear, the dart, nor the pointed shaft. 
He counteth iron as straw, 

And brass as rotten wood. 

The arrow cannot make him flee: 

Slingstones are turned with him into stubble. 
Clubs are counted as stubble: 

He laugheth at the rushing of the javelin. 

His underparts are like sharp potsherds: 

He spreadeth as it were a threshing wain upon the mire. 
He maketh the deep to boil like a pot: 

He maketh the sea like ointment. 

He maketh a path to shine after him; 

One would think the deep to be hoary. 

Upon earth there is not his like, 

That is made without fear. 

He beholdeth every thing that is high: 

He is king over all the sons of pride. 
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JOB. 
(He replies to the Lord.) 


I know that thou canst do all things, 

And that no purpose of thine can be restrained. 

Who is this that hideth counsel without knowledge? 
Therefore have I uttered that which I understood not, 
Things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 

Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak; 

I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 


I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; 
But now mine eye seeth thee, 

Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent 

In dust and ashes. 


EPILOGUE 


And it was so, that after the Lord had spoken these words unto Job, the 
Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “My wrath is kindled against thee, 
and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing that 
is right, as my servant Job hath. Now therefore, take unto you seven 
bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for 
yourself a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you; for 
him will I accept, that I deal not with you after your folly; for ye have not 
spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath.” So 
Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite 
went, and did according as the Lord commanded them: and the Lord 
accepted Job. And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed 
for his friends: and the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before. 
Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they 
that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in 
his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him concerning all 
the evil that the Lord had brought upon him: every man also gave him 
a piece of money, and every one a ring of gold. So the Lord blessed the 
latter end of Job more than his beginning: and he had fourteen thousand 
sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a 
thousand she-asses. He had also seven sons and three daughters. And 
he called the name of the first, Jemimah; and the name of the second, 
Keziah; and the name of the third, Keren-happuch. And in all the land 
were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job: and their father 
gave them inheritance among their brethren. And after this Job lived an 
hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his sons’ sons, even four 
generations. So Job died, being old and full of days. 


Selections from the Song of Songs 


ofp 
The “Song of Songs,’”’ sometimes called ‘‘Solomon’s Song,” and “Canticles,” is a collec- 
tion of Hebrew wedding songs. ‘These songs in form and spirit approach nearer to what we 
call lyric poetry than anything else in the literature of the Bible. In their exquisite fresh- 


ness and grace they may well be compared with the lyrical poetry of the Elizabethan period 
in England. 


HIS BANNER OVER ME WAS LOVE 


As a lily among thorns, 

So is my love among the daughters. 

As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, 
So is my beloved among the sons. 

I sat down under his shadow with great delight, 
And his fruit was sweet to my taste. 

He brought me to the banqueting house, 

And his banner over me was love. 


THE WINTER IS PAST, THE RAIN IS OVER AND GONE 


My beloved spake, and said unto me, 

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

For, lo, the winter is past, 

The rain is over and gone; 

The flowers appear on the earth; 

The time of the singing of birds is come, 

And the voice of the turtledove is heard in our jand; 

The fig tree ripeneth her green figs, 

And the vines are in blossom, 

They give forth their fragrance. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the covert of the steep place, 
Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; 

For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely. 
Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vineyards; 
For our vineyards are in blossom. 

My beloved is mine, and I am his: 

He feedeth his flock among the lilies. 

Until the day be cool, and the shadows flee away, 

Turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a young hart 
Upon the mountains of Bether. 


TIBERIAS FROM THE LAKE 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


This is an unusually beautiful view of Tiberias as it is seen from the Lake of Galilee, 
with the hills rising in the background. The shores of the lake were very populous in the 
days of Jesus, there having been almost a continuous chain of villages where there are now 
only ruins and desolation. 
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SELECTIONS FROM THE SONG OF SONGS 


IN THE GARDEN OF LOVE 


Come with me from Lebanon, my bride, 

With me from Lebanon: 

Look from the top of Amana, 

From the top of Senir and Hermon, 

From the lions’ dens, 

From the mountains of the leopards. 

Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my bride; 

Thou hast ravished my heart with a glance of thine eyes, 
With one chain of thy neck. 

How fair is thy love, my sister, my bride! 

How much better is thy love than wine! 

And the smell of thine ointments than all manner of spices! 
Thy lips, O my bride, drop as the honeycomb: 

Honey and milk are under thy tongue; 

And the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon. 
A garden shut up is my sister, my bride; 

A spring shut up, a fountain sealed. 


Thy shoots are an orchard of pomegranates, with precious fruits; 


Henna with spikenard plants, 

Spikenard and saffron, 

Calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense; 
Myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices. 

Thou art a fountain of gardens, 

A well of living waters, 

And flowing streams from Lebanon. 

Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; 

Blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. 
Let my beloved come into his garden, 

And eat his precious fruits. 


WHITHER IS THY BELOVED GONE? 


Whither is thy beloved gone, 

O thou fairest among women? 
Whither hath thy beloved turned him, 
That we may seek him with thee? 


My beloved is gone down to his garden, to the beds of spices, 
To feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies. 

I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine: 

He feedeth his flock among the lilies. 

I am my beloved’s, 
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And his desire is toward me. 

Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; 

Let us lodge in the villages. 

Let us get up early to the vineyards; 

Let us see whether the vine hath budded, and its blossom be open, 
And the pomegranates be in flower: 

There will I give thee my love. 

The mandrakes give forth fragrance, 

And at our doors are all manner of precious fruits, new and old, 
Which I have laid up for thee, O my beloved. 


LOVE IS STRONG AS DEATH 


Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: 
For love is strong as death; 

Jealousy is cruel as the grave: 

The flashes thereof are flashes of fire, 

A very flame of the Lord. 

Many waters cannot quench love, 

Neither can the floods drown it: 

If a man would give all the substance of his house for love, 
He would utterly be contemned. 


Selections from the Proverbs 
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PROVERBS 


Proverbs is a collection of sayings of wise men, coming from many sources and gathered 
by many men. It is a little library of smaller books. The poetry is more uniform than 
any other in the Bible. The subjects, on the contrary, are the most various. All sides of 
life are represented. But chiefly the proverbs are concerned with showing the wisdom of 
living a good, honest, industrious life, and the foolishness of being lazy, immoral, greedy 
for money, and evil in thought and conduct. A great deal is said about the fool. He is the 
one who is shortsighted and careless of consequences; who talks slander and so hurts his 
friends; who forgets that the laws of God punish evil doing, and so hurts himself. The idea 
is that the wicked man acts as though he had not common sense. 


THE PRAISES OF WISDOM 


WISDOM CRIETH ALOUD IN THE STREET 


Wisdom crieth aloud in the street; 

She uttereth her voice in the broad places; 
She crieth in the chief place of meeting; 
At the entering in of the gates, 

In the city, she uttereth her words: 


How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? 
And scorners delight in scorning, 

And fools hate knowledge? 

Turn you at my reproof: 

Behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, 

I will make known my words unto you. 

Because I have called, and ye refused; 

I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; 
But ye have set at nought all my counsel, 

And would none of my reproof: 

I also will laugh in the day of your calamity; 

I will mock when your fear cometh; 

When your fear cometh as a storm, 

And your calamity cometh on as a whirlwind; 
When distress and anguish come upon you. 

Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; 
They shall seek me diligently, but they shall not find me: 
For that they hated knowledge, 

And did not choose the fear of the Lord: 

They would not have my counsel; 

They despised all my reproof: 
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Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, 
And be filled with their own devices. 

For the backsliding of the simple shall slay them, 
And the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 

But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell securely, 
And shall be quiet without fear of evil. 


WISDOM IS MorE PRECIOUS THAN RUBIES 


My son, forget not my law; 

But let thine heart keep my commandments: 
For length of days, and years of life, 

And peace, shall they add to thee. 

Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: 

Bind them about thy neck; 

Write them upon the table of thine heart: 
So shalt thou find favour and good understanding 
In the sight of God and man. 

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, 

And lean not upon thine own understanding: 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, 

And he shall direct thy paths. 

Be not wise in thine own eyes; 

Fear the Lord, and depart from evil; 

It shall be health to thy navel, 

And marrow to thy bones. 

Honour the Lord with thy substance, 

And with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 
So shall thy barns be filled with plenty 

And thy vats shall overflow with new wine. 


My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; 

Neither be weary of his reproof: 

For whom the Lord loveth he reproveth; 

Even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, 

And the man that getteth understanding. 

For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, 
And the gain thereof than fine gold. 

She is more precious than rubies: 

And none of the things thou canst desire are to be compared unto her. 
Length of days is in her right hand; 

In her left hand are riches and honour. 

Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
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And all her paths are peace. 

She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: 
And happy is every one that retaineth her. 

The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; 

By understanding he established the heavens. 

By his knowledge the depths were broken up, 

And the skies drop down the dew. 


THE GLORY OF WISDOM 
Doth not wisdom cry, 
And understanding put forth her voice? 
In the top of high places by the way, 
Where the paths meet, she standeth; 
Beside the gates, at the entry of the city, 
At the coming in at the doors, she crieth aloud: 


Unto you, O men, I call; 

And my voice is to the sons of men. 

O ye simple, understand subtilty; 

And, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart. 

Hear, for I will speak excellent things; 

And the opening of my lips shall be right things. 

For my mouth shall utter truth; 

And wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 

All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; 

There is nothing crooked or perverse in them. 

They are all plain to him that understandeth, 

And right to them that find knowledge. 

Receive my instruction, and not silver; 

And knowledge rather than choice gold. 

For wisdom is better than rubies; 

And all the things that may be desired are not to be compared 
unto her. 


I, Wisdom, have made subtilty my dwelling, 
And find out knowledge and discretion. 

The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: 

Pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, 
And the froward mouth, do I hate. 

Counsel is mine, and sound knowledge: 

I am understanding; I have might. 

By me kings reign, 

And princes decree justice. 
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By me princes rule, 

And nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 

I love them that love me; 

And those that seek me diligently shall find me. 
Riches and honour are with me; 

Yea, durable riches and righteousness. 

My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; 
And my revenue than choice silver. 

I walk in the way of righteousness, 

In the midst of the paths of judgment: 

That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance, 
And that I may fill their treasuries. 


The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, 
Before his works of old. 

I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, 
Or ever the earth was. 

When there were no depths, I was brought forth; 
When there were no fountains abounding with water. 
Before the mountains were settled, 

Before the hills was I brought forth: 

While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, 
Nor the highest part of the dust of the world. 

When he established the heavens, I was there: 

When he set a circle upon the face of the deep: 
When he made firm the skies above: 

When the fountains of the deep became strong: 
When he gave to the sea its bound, 

That the waters should not transgress his commandment: 
When he marked out the foundations of the earth; 
Then I was by him, as a master workman: 

And I was daily his delight, 

Rejoicing always before him; 

Rejoicing in his habitable earth; 

And my delight was with the sons of men. 

Now therefore, my sons, hearken unto me: 

For blessed are they that keep my ways. 

Hear instruction, and be wise, 

And refuse it not. 

Blessed is the man that heareth me, 

Watching daily at my gates, 

Waiting at the posts of my doors. 

For whoso findeth me findeth life, 
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And shall obtain favour of the Lord. 
But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: 
All they that hate me love death. 


ENTER NOT INTO THE PATH OF THE WICKED 


Enter not into the path of the wicked, 
And walk not in the way of evil men. 
Avoid it, pass not by it; 

Turn from it, and pass on. 


Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: 
Keep her; for she is thy life. 


The way of the wicked is as darkness: 

They know not at what they stumble. 

But the path of the righteous is as the light of dawn, 
That shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 


Go to the ant, thou sluggard, 

Consider her ways, and be wise: 

Which having no chief, overseer, or ruler, 
Provideth her meat in the summer, 

And gathereth her food in the harvest. 


PRAISE OF THE WISE AND VIRTUOUS WOMAN 


A virtuous woman who can find? 

For her price is far above rubies. 

The heart of her husband trusteth in her, 
And he shall have no lack of gain. 

She doeth him good and not evil 

All the days of her life. 


She seeketh wool and flax, 

And worketh willingly with her hands. 

She is like the merchant-ships; 

She bringeth her food from afar. 

She riseth also while it is yet night, 

And giveth meat to her household, 

And their task to her maidens. 

She considereth a field, and buyeth it: 

With the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. 
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She perceiveth that her merchandise is profitable: 
Her lamp goeth not out by night. 

She layeth her hands to the distaff, 

And her hands hold the spindle. 

She spreadeth out her hand to the poor; 

Yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 
She is not afraid of the snow for her household; 
For all her household are clothed with scarlet. 
She maketh for herself carpets of tapestry; 

Her clothing is fine linen and purple. 

Her husband is known in the gates, 

When he sitteth among the elders of the land. 
She maketh linen garments and selleth them; 
And delivereth girdles unto the merchant. 
Strength and dignity are her clothing; 

And she laugheth at the time to come. 

She openeth her mouth with wisdom; 

And the law of kindness is on her tongue. 

She looketh well to the ways of her household, 
And eateth not the bread of idleness. 

Her children rise up, and call her blessed; 

Her husband also, and he praiseth her, saying: 
“Many daughters have done virtuously, 

But thou excellest them all.’ 


Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: 

But a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. 
Give her of the fruit of her hands; 

And let her works praise her in the gates. 


Selections from the Prophets 


There are two groups of prophetic books in the Old Testament: the longer books are 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel, in one group, and what are known as the books of the 
“Twelve Minor Prophets,” in another group. These books, especially those of the “ Minor 
Prophets,” are often neglected by readers of the Bible. ‘Minor Prophets” is a very un- 
fortunate name for that group of great sculs whose messages have come down to us from the 
ages. The word came into use because these books, smaller in size than some others, were 
grouped together in the Bible. The writers themselves were not minor or inferior in any 
sense of the word. The word ‘‘prophet”’ is also, in itself, somewhat misleading. The men 
who are called prophets did not simply predict future events. They were really what we 
would call reformers. They cried out against the evils of the times in which they lived, and 
tried to turn the nation back to God when it had sinned. 

It must be admitted that it is not very easy, especially for young people, to read these 
books, and yet they are intensely interesting if one can only realize that these words were 
spoken by living men, each blazing with indignation against wrong, men of heroic character, 
who were ready, if necessary, to look in the face of death, in their speaking of the truth. 

Little or nothing can be told of the personal history of many of these men. Striking 
passages have been chosen from each of the prophets to show the character of the message 
which they spoke. 
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ISAIAH 


THE GREATEST PROPHET OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 


(David and Solomon had long been dead. The kingdom of Judah was not so strong as 
the old kingdom over which they had ruled. It was constantly quarreling with the kingdom 
at the North, which had been separated by rebellion. It was often in danger of being over- 
come by the greater kingdoms about it. The kings were not always wise rulers. Many 
of the people did not care to serve Jehovah alone. They wanted to serve other gods as well. 
The rich were often cruel to the poor. Good men saw these things with sorrow. They 
knew that God must punish such a nation. One of these good men was Isaiah the Prophet, 
a citizen of Jerusalem, and a friend of the kings of Judah. When he was a young man he 
had a vision of the holiness of God and the sin of the people. This vision made him a 
prophet, for it called him to the task of showing to the people the holiness of God, which he 
himself had seen, and to the necessity of turning away from sin. 

This is how he tells of the vision which he saw): 


THE CALL OF ISAIAH 


In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above him stood the 
seraphim: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and 
with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried 
unto another, and said,— 


 Holp, holp, holp, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.” 


And the foundations of the thresholds were moved at the voice of him 
who cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, “Woe is 
me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 
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the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of hosts.” 

Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a live coal in his hand, 
which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: and he touched my 
mouth with it, and said, “Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine 
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin forgiven.” 

And I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, ‘‘ Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I; send me.” 

And he said, ‘‘Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand 
not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this people 
fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with 
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and 
turn again, and be healed.” 

Then said I, ‘‘ Lord, how long?”’ 

And he answered, “‘ Until cities be waste without inhabitant, and houses 
without man, and the land become utterly waste, and the Lord have re- 
moved men far away, and the forsaken places be many in the midst of the 
land.” 

ISAIAH’S FIRST PUBLIC SERVICE 


(Soon after, two kings from the North threatened to make war against Judah. The 
king of Judah was frightened. Isaiah tried to encourage him, and persuade him to trust 
God, but in vain. The king was a coward, and dared neither fight nor trust God, but instead 
he sent to the far-away land of Assyria for help. 

This is the way in which Isaiah tried to encourage the timid king) :— 

And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of 
Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of 
Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to war against it; but 
could not prevail against it. And it was told the house of David, saying, 
“Syria is confederate with Ephraim.” 

And his heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the 
forest are moved with the wind. 

Then said the Lord unto Isaiah, “Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and 
Shear-jashub thy son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, in the 
high way of the fuller’s field; and say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; 
fear not, neither let thine heart be faint, because of these two tails of 
smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria, and of the son 
of Remaliah. Because Syria hath counselled evil against thee, Ephraim 
also, and the son of Remaliah, saying, Let us go up against Judah, and 
vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set up a king in the 
midst of it, even the son of Tabeel: thus saith the Lord God, It shall not 
stand, neither shall it come to pass. For the head of Syria is Damascus, 
and the head of Damascus is Rezin: and the head of Ephraim is Samaria, 
and the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s son. If ye will not believe, surely 
ye shall not be established.” 
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(But the effort of the prophet was wholly without effect.) 


So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, saying, “I 
am thy servant and thy son: come up, and save me out of the hand of the 
king of Syria and out of the hand of the king of Israel, which rise up 
against me.” 

And Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in the house of the 
Lord, and in the treasures of the king’s house, and sent it for a present to 
the king of Assyria. And the king of Assyria hearkened unto him: and 
the king of Assyria went up against Damascus, and took it, and carried the 
people of it captive to Kir, and slew Rezin. 

(Many years passed away. The prophet tried to make his people better, but often 
without success. He tried to get the rulers to trust in Jehovah rather than in armies and 
the aid of foreign kings. Sometimes he succeeded, but more often he failed. ‘The land was 
still subject to Assyria, and had paid heavy tribute ever since Ahaz had hired the king of 
Assyria to help him against the Northern kings. Other lands were also under the yoke of 
Assyria, and all of them wanted to win their freedom. At last the king of Babylon sent 
messengers to these other countries to see if he could not get their kings to join in revolt, 
against Assyria. But Isaiah did not favor this alliance, for this also was trusting, not to 
Jehovah, but to armies and foreign kings.) 

At that time Merodach-baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, 
sent letters and a present to Hezekiah: for he heard that he had been sick, 
and was recovered. And Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed them 
the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, 
and the precious oil, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found 
in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, 
that Hezekiah shewed them not. Then came Isaiah the prophet unto 
King Hezekiah, and said unto him, ‘“ What said these men? and from 
whence came they unto thee?”’ 

And Hezekiah said, “They are come from a far country unto me, even 
from Babylon.” 

Then said he, “‘ What have they seen in thine house?” 

And Hezekiah answered, “All that is in mine house have they seen: 
there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them.” 

Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, “‘Hear the word of the Lord of hosts. 
Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy 
fathers have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon: 
nothing shall be left, saith the Lord. And thy sons shall they take away; 
they shall be servants in the palace of the king of Babylon.” 

Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, “‘Good is the word of the Lord which 
thou hast spoken.” 

He said moreover, ‘‘ For there shall be peace and truth in my days.” 

(This king of Babylon was soon after defeated by the king of Assyria and driven out of 


Babylon. For some time he hid himself among the swamps in the southern part of his 
kingdom, but later was captured and killed.) 
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DELIVERANCE FROM THE ASSYRIANS 


(About ten years after the king of Babylon had sent his messengers to Hezekiah there was 
a revolt against Assyria in Palestine. Hezekiah, in spite of the opposition of Isaiah, was 
deep in the plot. When Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, heard of the revolt, he sent his 
armies to Palestine to punish the kings who had dared to defy him. Judah and the other 
small kingdoms were not able to meet the Assyrian armies. The whole land was in terror, 
and Hezekiah, the king, who had been so eager for war, was glad enough, now that it had 
actually come, to seek the wise counsel of the prophet.) 

Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, that 
Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of 
Judah and took them. And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from 
Lachish to Jerusalem to King Hezekiah with a great army. And he stood 
by the conduit of the upper pool in the high way of the fuller’s field. Then 
came forth to him Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, 
and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder. And 
Rabshakeh said unto them, “Say ye now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus saith the 
great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou 
trustest? I say, thy counsel and strength for the war are but vain words: 
now on whom dost thou trust, that thou hast rebelled against me? Be- 
hold, thou trustest upon the staff of this bruised reed, even upon Egypt; 
whereon if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh 
king of Egypt to all that trust on him. But if thou say to me, We trust in 
the Lord our God: is not that he, whose high places and whose altars 
Hezekiah hath taken away, and hath said to Judah and to Jerusalem, Ye 
shall worship before this altar? Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges 
to my master the king of Assyria, and I will give thee two thousand horses, 
if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them. How then canst thou 
turn away the face of one captain of the least of my master’s servants, and 
put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? And am I now 
come up without the Lord against this land to destroy it? The Lord said 
unto me, Go up against this land, and destroy it.’ ” 

Then said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah unto Rabshakeh, “Speak, I 
pray thee, unto thy servants in the Syrian language; for we understand it: 
and speak not to us in the Jews’ language in the ears of the people that are 
on the wall.” 

But Rabshakeh said, ‘‘ Hath my master sent me to thy master, and to 
thee, to speak these words? hath he not sent me to the men that sit upon 
the wall?” 

Then Rabshakeh stood, and cried with a loud voice in the Jews’ lan- 
guage, and said, “ Hear ye the words of the great king, the king of Assyria. 
Thus saith the king, ‘Let not Hezekiah deceive you; for he shall not be 
able to deliver you: neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, 
saying, The Lord will surely deliver us; this city shall not be given into 
the hand of the king of Assyria.’ Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus 
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saith the king of Assyria, ‘Make your peace with me, and come out to me; 
and eat ye every one of his vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye 
every one the waters of his own cistern: until I come and take you away to 
a land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and 
vineyards. Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, The Lord will 
deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered his land out of 
the hand of the king of Assyria? Who are they among all the gods of 
these countries, that have delivered their country out of my hand, that 
the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?’ ” 

But they held their peace, and answered him not a word: for the king’s 
commandment was, ‘“‘ Answer him not.” 

Then came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, that was over the household, and 
Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder, to Hezekiah 
with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Rabshakeh. 

And it came to pass, when King Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his 
clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the 
Lord. And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna 
the scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, unto 
Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. And they said unto him, “Thus 
saith Hezekiah, “This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of con- 
fusion. It may be the Lord thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, 
whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to defy the living God, and 
will rebuke the words which the Lord thy God hath heard: wherefore lift 
up thy prayer for the remnant that is left.’ ”’ 

So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. And Isaiah said unto 
them, “‘Thus shall ye say to your master, ‘Thus saith the Lord, Be not 
afraid of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of the 
king of Assyria have blasphemed me. Behold, I will put a spirit in him, 
and he shall hear a rumour, and shall return unto his own land; and I will 
cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.’ ” 

So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against 
Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish. And he 
heard concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, ‘‘He is come out to fight 
against thee.’”’” And when he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, 
saying, ‘Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, ‘Let not 
thy God in whom thou trustest deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not 
be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, thou hast heard 
what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by destroying them 
utterly: and shalt thou be delivered?’ ”’ 

And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and 
read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the Lord, and spread it 
before the Lord. And Hezekiah prayed unto the Lord, saying, ‘“‘O Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel, that sittest upon the cherubim, thou art the 


588 THE GOLDEN BOOK 


God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast made 
heaven and earth. Incline thine ear, O Lord, and hear; open thine eyes, 
© Lord, and see: and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent 
to defy the living God. Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid 
waste all the countries and their land, and have cast their gods into the 
fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone; 
therefore they have destroyed them. Now therefore, O Lord our God, 
save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that 
thou art the Lord, even thou only.” 

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, saying, ‘‘Thus saith 
the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Whereas thou hast prayed to me against 
Sennacherib king of Assyria, this is the word which the Lord hath spoken 
concerning him: The daughter of Zion hath despised thee and laughed 
thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. 
Whom hast thou defied and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou 
exalted thy voice and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the Holy 
One of Israel. By thy servants hast thou defied the Lord, and hast said, 
With the multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height of the 
mountains, to the innermost parts of Lebanon; and I will cut down the 
tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into his 
farthest height, the forest of his fruitful field. Hast thou not heard how I 
have done it long ago, and formed it of ancient times? now have I brought 
it to pass, that thou shouldest lay waste fortified cities into ruinous heaps. 
Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and 
confounded; they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, 
and as a field of corn before it be grown up. But I know thy sitting down, 
and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy raging against me. Because 
of thy raging against me, and because thine arrogancy is come up into 
mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy 
lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.’ ” 

“Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, ‘He shall 
not come unto this city, nor shoot an arrow there, neither shall he come 
before it with shield, nor cast up siege works against it. By the way that 
he came, by the same shall he return, and he shall not come unto this city, 
saith the Lord. For I will defend this city to save it, for mine own sake, 
and for my servant David’s sake.’”’ 

And the angel of the Lord went forth, and smote in the camp of the 
Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when men arose 
early in the morning, behold, these were all dead. So Sennacherib king 
of Assyria departed, and went back and dwelt at Nineveh. And it came 
to pass, as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, two of his 
sons smote him with the sword: and they escaped into the land of Ararat. 
And Ksarhaddon his son reigned in his stead. 


THE MADONNA 
By Murillo (1618-1682) 


Bartolome Esteban Murillo was born at Seville, Spain, January 1, 1618. Very poor 
at first, he afterward gained wealth and fame by his masterly work, which made him an 
artist of the first rank. ‘The peasant-painter of Spain,” as he has been called, was a 
man of deep religious convictions. ‘‘He alone in the seventeenth century kept alive the 
pure flame of religious fervor which burned within the devout Italians of the early school.” 
His Madonnas are all of an especially sweet and gentle and motherly type. 
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GOD IS MY SALVATION* 


I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
For though thou wast angry with me, 
Thine anger is turned away, 

And thou comfortest me. 


Behold God is my salvation; 

I will trust, and will not be afraid: 

For the Lord Jehovah is my strength and song; 
And he is become my salvation. 


Therefore with joy shall ye draw water 
Out of the wells of salvation. 


Give thanks unto the Lord, 

Call upon his name, 

Declare his doings among the peoples, 
Make mention that his name is exalted. 


Sing unto the Lord for he hath done excellent things: 
Let this be known in all the earth. 

Cry aloud, and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: 

For great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee. 


THE COMING MESSIAH 


For unto us a child is born, 

Unto us a son is given; 

And the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
And his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 


Of the increase of his government 

And of peace there shall be no end, 

Upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, 

To establish it with judgment, 

And with righteousness, from henceforward even for ever. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts shall perform this. 


A SONG OF TRIUMPH 


Sing unto the Lord a new song, 
And his praise from the end of the earth; 
Ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein, 


*The following are selections from the great poems of Isaiah. For majesty of utterance, for lofty and 
inspired thought, these are unmatched in literature. 
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The isles, and the inhabitants thereof. 

Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, 
The villages that Kedar doth inhabit; 

Let the inhabitants of Sela sing, 

Let them shout from the top of the mountains. 

Let them give glory unto the Lord, 

And declare his praise in the islands. 


The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man; 
He shall stir up zeal like a man of war: 
He shall ery, yea, he shall shout aloud; 
He shall do mightily against his enemies. 


PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD 
Let me sing of my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. 


My wellbeloved had a vineyard 

In a very fruitful hill: 

And he made a trench about it, 

And gathered out the stones thereof, 

And planted it with the choicest vine, 

And built a tower in the midst of it, 

And also hewed out a winepress therein: 

And he looked that it should bring forth grapes— 
And it brought forth wild grapes. 


And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge, I pray 
you, betwixt me and my vineyard. 

What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done 
in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought 
it forth wild grapes? And now come, I will tell you what I will do to my 
vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; 
I will break down the fence thereof, and it shall be trodden down: and 
I will lay it waste; it shall not be pruned nor hoed; but there shall come 
up briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no 
rain upon it. For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, 
and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment, but 
behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry. 


THE CONDEMNATION UPON UNFRUITFULNESS 


Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, till there 
be no room, and ye be made to dwell alone in the midst of the land! In 
mine ears saith the Lord of hosts, “Of a truth many houses shall be 
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desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant. For ten acres of 
vineyard shall yield one bath, and a homer of seed shall yield but an 
ephah.”’ 

Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow 
strong drink; that tarry late into the night, till wine inflame them! And 
the harp and the lute, the tabret and the pipe, and wine are in their feasts: 
but they regard not the work of the Lord, neither have they considered the 
operation of his hands. Therefore my people are gone into captivity, for 
lack of knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their 
multitude are parched with thirst. Therefore hell hath enlarged her 
desire, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their 
multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth among them, descend 
into it. And the mean man is bowed down and the great man is humbled, 
and the eyes of the lofty are humbled: but the Lord of hosts is exalted in 
judgment, and God the Holy One is sanctified in righteousness. Then 
shall the lambs feed as in their pasture, and the waste places of the fat 
ones shall wanderers eat. 

Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it 
were with a cart rope: that say, “Let him make speed, let him hasten his 
work, that we may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel 
draw nigh and come, that we may know it!”’ 

Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for 
light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 

Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own 
sight! 

Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to 
mingle strong drink: which justify the wicked for a reward, and take away 
the righteousness of the righteous from him! Therefore as the tongue 
of fire devoureth the stubble, and as the dry grass sinketh down in the 
flame, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as 
dust: because they have rejected the law of the Lord of hosts, and despised 
the word of the Holy One of Israel. 


THE DOOM OF THE UNFRUITFUL NATION* 


For all this his anger is not turned away, 
But his hand is stretched forth still. 


And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from afar, 
And he will hiss for them from the end of the earth: 
And, behold, they shall come with speed swiftly; 
None shall be weary nor stumble among them; 


* The prophet threatens Judah with invasion by the dreaded Assyrian army. 
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None shall slumber nor sleep; 

Neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, 
Nor the latchet of their shoes be broken: 
Whose arrows are sharp, 

And all their bows bent; 

Their horses’ hoofs shall be counted like flint, 
And their wheels like a whirlwind: 

Their roaring shall be like a lion, 

They shall roar like young lions: 

Yea, they shall roar, and lay hold of the prey, 
And carry it away safe, and there shall be none to deliver. 


And they shall roar against them in that day like the roaring of the sea; 


And if one look unto the land, behold, darkness and distress, 
And the light is darkened in the clouds thereof. 


COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE 


Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 

.Saith your God. 

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, 

And ery unto her, 

That her warfare is accomplished, 

That her iniquity is pardoned; 

That she hath received of the Lord’s hand 
Double for all her sin. 


Prepare ye in the wilderness the way of the Lord, 
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be exalted, 

And every mountain and hill shall be made low: 
And the crooked shall be made straight, 

And the rough places plain: 

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

And all flesh shall see it together: 

For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 


The voice of one saying, “Cry.” 

And one said, ‘‘ What shall I ery?” 

All flesh is grass, 

And all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: 
The grass withereth, 

The flower fadeth, 

Because the breath of the Lord bloweth upon it: 
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Surely the people is grass. 

The grass withereth, 

The flower fadeth: 

But the word of our God shall stand forever. 


O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion, 

Get thee up into the high mountain; 

O thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem, 

Lift up thy voice with strength; 

Lift it up, be not afraid; 

Say unto the cities of Judah, “‘Behold your God.” 


Behold, the Lord God will come as a mighty one, 
And his arm shall rule for him: 

Behold his reward is with him, 

And his recompense before him. 

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, 

He shall gather the lambs in his arms, 

And carry them in his bosom, 

And shall gently lead those that give suck. 


AWAKE, O ZION! 


Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O Zion; 

Put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city; 

For henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and 
the unclean. 


Shake thyself from the dust; 
Arise, sit thee down, O Jerusalem: 
Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion. 


How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 

That bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace, 

That bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; 
That saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth. 


The voice of the watchmen! they lift up the voice, 
Together do they sing, 

For they shall see, eye to eye, 

When the Lord returneth to Zion. 


Break forth into joy, sing together, 
Ye waste places of Jerusalem: 
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For the Lord hath comforted his people, 
He hath redeemed Jerusalem. 

The Lord hath made bare his holy arm 
In the eyes of the nations; 

And all the ends of the earth 

Shall see the salvation of our God. 


Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, 
Touch no unclean thing: 

Go ye out of the midst of her; 

Be ye clean ye that bear the vessels of the Lord. 


For ye shall not go out in haste, 

Neither shall ve go by flight; 

For the Lord will go before you, 

And the God of Israel will be your rearguard. 


THE TRIUMPH OF THE MAN OF SORROWS 


Who hath believed that which we have heard? 
And to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 


For he grew up before him as a tender plant, 

And as a root out of a dry ground: 

He hath no form nor comeliness, that we should look upon him 
Nor beauty that we should desire him. 


He was despised and rejected of men; 

A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief: 

And as one from whom men hide their face he was despised, 
And we esteemed him not. 


Surely he hath borne our griefs, 
And carried our sorrows: 

Yet we did esteem him stricken, 
Smitten of God and afflicted. 


But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities: 

The chastisement of our peace was upon him, 
And with his stripes we are healed. 


All we like sheep have gone astray; 
We have turned every one to his own way; 


BLOCKS OF THE STONE SIPHON BELONGING TO THE HIGH LEVEL . . 
AQUEDUCT, CALLED “PILATE’S AQUEDUCT” 


From a photograph taken by Mr. J. H. Nelson for the American School of Oriental Research 
in Jerusalem, 1912-13, and used by the kind permission of the Director for that year, 
Professor Warren J. Mitchell of Bangor Theological Seminary 


These stones formed a part of the aqueduct system of Jerusalem. They were dis- 
covered by Mr. Dickson, English consul at Jerusalem in 1914, close by the road which 
turns off toward Bethlehem near “Rachel’s tomb.” While the names of Roman cen- 
turions have been found on some of these stones there is really no reason for connecting 
Pilate’s name with these stones. 
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And the Lord hath laid on him 
The iniquity of us all. 


He was oppressed, 

Yet he humbled himself, 

And opened not his mouth; 

As a lamb is led to the slaughter, 

And as a sheep before her shearers is dumb; 
Yea, he opened not his mouth. 


By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
And his life who shall recount? 

For he was cut off out of the land of the living; 

For the transgressions of my people was he stricken. 


And they made his grave with the wicked, 
And with the rich in his death; 

Although he had done no violence, 
Neither was any deceit in his mouth. 


Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; 

He hath put him to grief: 

When his soul shall make an offering for sin, 

He shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, 

And the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand: 
He shall see, and be satisfied with the travail of his soul. 
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By his knowledge shall my righteous servant make many righteous: 


And he shall bear their iniquities. 

Therefore will I divide with him a portion of the great, 
And he shall divide the spoil with the strong: 

Because he poured out his soul unto death, 

And was numbered with the transgressors: 

Yet he bare the sin of many, 

And made intercession for the transgressors. 


BEAUTIFUL ZION 


O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, 
Behold, I will set thy stones in fair colors, 
And lay thy foundations with sapphires. 


And I will make thy pinnacles of rubies, 
And thy gates of carbuncles, 
And all thy borders of precious stones. 
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And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; 
And great shall be the peace of thy children: 
In righteousness shalt thou be established. 


Thou shalt be far from oppression, for thou shalt not fear; 
And from terror, for it shall not come nigh thee. 


Behold I have created the smith 

That bloweth the fire of coals, 

And bringeth forth a weapon for its work; 

And I have created the waster to destroy. 

No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; 

And every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment 
thou shalt condemn. 

This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, 

And their righteousness which is of me, saith the Lord. 


HO, EVERY ONE THAT THIRSTETH 


Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
And he that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat; 
Yea, come, buy wine and milk, 

Without money and without price. 


Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? 
And your labor for that which satisfieth not? 

Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 
And let your soul delight itself in fatness. 


Incline your ear and come unto me; 

Hear, and your soul shall live: 

And I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
Even the sure mercies of David. 


Behold, I have given him for a witness to the peoples, 
And a leader and commander to the peoples. 

Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, 
And a nation that knew not thee shall run unto thee, 
Because of the Lord thy God, 

And for the Holy One of Israel; 

For he hath glorified thee. 


Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, 
Call ye upon him while he is near: 
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Let the wicked forsake his way, 

And the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
And let him return unto the Lord, 
And he will have mercy upon him; 
And to our God, 

For he will abundantly pardon. 


For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
Neither are your ways my ways, 

Saith the Lord. 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
So are my ways higher than your ways, 

And my thoughts than your thoughts. 


For as the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, 

And returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, 

And maketh it bring forth and bud, and giveth seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater; 

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: 

It shall not return unto me void, 

But it shall accomplish that which I please, 

And it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 


For ye shall go out with joy, 

And be led forth with peace: 

The mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, 
And all the trees of the fields shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, 

And instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: 

And it shall be to the Lord for a name, 

For an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 


ARISE, SHINE 


Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 

And the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
And gross darkness the peoples: 

But the Lord shall arise upon thee, 

And his glory shall be seen upon thee. 


And nations shall come to thy light, 
And kings to the brightness of thy rising. 
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Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: 

They all gather themselves together, they come to thee: 
Thy sons shall come from far, 

And thy daughters shall be carried in the arms. 


Then thou shalt see and be lightened, 

And thine heart shall tremble and be enlarged; 

Because the abundance of the sea shall be turned unto thee, 
The wealth of the nations shall come unto thee. 


The multitude of camels shall cover thee, 

The dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; 

They all shall come from Sheba, they shall bring gold and frankincense, 
And shall proclaim the praises of the Lord. 

All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered unto thee, 

The rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee; 

They shall come up with acceptance on mine altar, 

And I will beautify the house of my glory. 


Who are these that fly as a cloud, 

And as doves to their windows? 

Surely the isles shall wait for me, 

And the ships of Tarshish first, 

To bring thy sons from far, 

Their silver and their gold with them, 

For the name of the Lord thy God, 

And for the Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee. 


And strangers shall build up thy walls, 

And their kings shall minister unto thee: 
For in my wrath I smote thee, 

But in my favour have I had mercy on thee. 


Thy gates shall be open continually, 

They shall not be shut day nor night; 

That men may bring unto thee the wealth of the nations, 

And their kings led with them: 

For that nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; 
Yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted. 


The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, 
The fir tree, the pine, and the box tree together; 
To beautify the place of my sanctuary, 


SELECTIONS FROM THE PROPHETS 


And I will make the place of my feet glorious. 
And the sons of them that afflict thee 

Shall come bending unto thee; 

And all they that despised thee 

Shali bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet. 


And they shall call thee the City of the Lord, 
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, 
So that no man passed through thee, 

I will make thee an eternal excellency, 

A joy of many generations. 


For brass I will bring gold, 
And for iron I will bring silver, 
And for wood brass, 

And for stones iron. 


I will also make thy officers peace, 

And thine exaciors righteousness; 

Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, 
Desolation nor destruction within thy borders; 
And thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, 

And thy gates Praise. 


The sun shall be no more thy light by day, 


Neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: 


But the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, 
And thy God thy glory. 

Thy sun shall no more go down, 

Neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: 

For the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, 

And the days of thy mourning shall be ended. 


Thy people also shall be all righteous, 
They shall inherit the land for ever; 
The branch of my planting, 

The work of my hands, 

That I may be glorified. 

The little one shall become a thousand, 
And the small one a strong nation: 

I the Lord will hasten it in its time. 
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JEREMIAH 


(The life of Jeremiah was a very sad one. He lived in those days just before the cap- 
tivity when the nation with its splendid history was drifting to certaim doom, as a ship drifts 
upon the rocks. The people were sunk in corruption; they had no ambition and no hope. 
Jeremiah could not save the nation from the fate which the selfishness and wickedness of 
the people had brought upon it, but he could ery out with all the strength of his strong soul 
against the evil. Politically he saw that submission to Egypt or to Babylon was inevitable, 
and he favored Babylon, because the northern kingdom was much stronger than the south- 
ern. The time of the activity of Jeremiah as a prophet was about forty years, from the 
thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah until after the beginning of the captivity. When the 
people of Judah were carried into captivity Jeremiah was allowed to remain behind. He 
hoped that the little remnant of people which was left in the land by the conquerors might 
be the seed of a new and better nation, but in this he was bitterly disappointed. The 
governor of the colony was assassinated, and Jeremiah was dragged off to Egypt by the 
frightened people. It is said that the prophet met his death by stoning, at the hands of his 
own countrymen. Jeremiah has been compared to Milton and to Savonarola. His life 
was one of those which seem to fail in their immediate purpose, but which have very great 
influence upon the progress of humanity.) 


THE CALL OF JEREMIAH 


(Jeremiah was not as eager as was Isaiah when God’s eall first came to him. He was 
reluctant and slow to obey.) 


The word of God came to him saying, “‘I have appointed thee a prophet 
unto the nations.” 

Then said I, “‘Ah, Lord God, behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child.” 

But the Lord said unto me, “Say not, Iam a child: for to whomsoever 
I shall send thee thou shalt go, and whatsoever I shall command thee thou 
shalt speak. Be not afraid because of them: for I am with thee to deliver 
thee.” 

Then the Lord put forth his hand, and touched my mouth; and the 
Lord said unto me, “Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth: see, 
I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to pluck 
up and to break down, and to destroy and to overthrow; to build, and to 
plant.” 

Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, “Jeremiah, what 
seest thou?”’ 

And I said, “‘I see a rod of an almond tree.” 

Then said the Lord unto me, ‘‘Thou hast well seen: for I watch over 
my word to perform it.” 

And the word of the Lord came unto me the second time, saying, “ What 
seest thou?”’ 

And I said, “I see a boiling caldron; and the face thereof is from the 
north.” 

Then the Lord said unto me, “Out of the north evil shall break forth 
upon all the inhabitants of the land. For, lo, I will call all the families 
of the kingdoms of the north, saith the Lord; and they shall come, and 
they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of J erusalem, 
and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of 
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Judah. And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their 
wickedness; because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense 
unto other gods, and worshiped the works of their own hands. Thou 
therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I 
command thee: be not dismayed at them, lest I dismay thee before them. 
For, behold, I have made thee this day a fortified city, and an iron pillar, 
and brasen walls, against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, 
against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the 
people of the land. And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not 
prevail against thee: for I am with thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee.” 


THE POTTER AND HIS CLAY 


(The people of the East, where the prophets lived and spoke, understood teaching which 
was put before them in the form of pictures and images and symbols better than any other 
way. So the prophets would often use figures of speech and do striking things to attract 
the attention of the people. One day Jeremiah went to the workshop of the potter, and 
found him at work with his wheel. This is the way in which he used what he saw to teach 
the people of God’s power over them) :— 

The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, ‘Arise, and 
go down to the potter’s house, and there I will cause thee to hear my 
words.” 

Then I went down to the potter’s house, and, behold, he wrought his 
work on the wheels. And when the vessel that he made of the clay was 
marred in the hand of the potter, he made it again another vessel, as 
seemed good to the potter to make it. 

Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “O house of Israel, 
eannot I do with you as this potter? saith the Lord. Behold, as the clay 
in the potter’s hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel. At what 
instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to 
pluck up and to break down and to destroy it; if that nation, concerning 
which I have spoken, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that 
I thought to do unto them. And at what instant I shall speak concerning 
a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; if it do evil 
in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, 
wherewith I said I would benefit them. Now therefore go, speak to the 
men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith 
the Lord: ‘Behold, I frame evil against you, and devise a device against 
you: return ye now every one from his evil way, and amend your ways 
and your doings.’”’ 

But they say, “There is no hope: for we will walk after our own devices, 
and we will do every one after the stubbornness of his evil heart.” 

Therefore thus saith the Lord, “Shall the snow of Lebanon fail from 
the rock of the field? or shall the cold waters that flow down from afar be 
dried up? For my people hath forgotten me, they have burned incense 
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to false gods; and they have caused them to stumble in their ways, in the 
ancient paths, to walk in bypaths, in a way not cast up; to make their 
land an astonishment, and a perpetual hissing; every one that passeth 
thereby shall be astonished, and shake his head. I will scatter them as 
with an east wind before the enemy; I will look upon their back, and not 
their face, in the day of their calamity.” 

(At another time he took an earthen vessel which the potter had made and broke it in 
the sight of the people.) 

Thus said the Lord, “Go, and buy a potter’s earthen vessel, and take 
of the elders of the people, and of the elders of the priests; and go forth 
unto the valley of the son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the gate 
Harsith, and proclaim there the words that I shall tell thee: and say, 
‘Hear ye the word of the Lord, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Behold, I will 
bring evil upon this place, at which whosoever heareth, his ears shall 
tingle. Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, 
and have burned incense in it unto other gods, whom they knew not, they 
and their fathers and the kings of Judah; and have filled this place with 
the blood of innocents; and have built the high places of Baal, to burn 
their sons in the fire for burnt offerings unto Baal; which I commanded 
not, nor spake it, neither came it into my mind: therefore, behold, the 
days come, saith the Lord, that this place shall no more be called Topheth, 
nor The valley of the son of Hinnom, but The valley of Slaughter. And 
I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; and 
I will cause them to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the 
hand of them that seek their life: and their carcases will I give to be food 
for the birds of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth. And I will 
make this city an astonishment, and an hissing; every one that passeth 
thereby shall be astonished and hiss because of all the plagues thereof. 
And I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their 
daughters, and they shall eat every one the flesh of his friend, in the siege 
and in the distress, wherewith their enemies, and they that seek their life, 
shall distress them.’ 

“Then shalt thou break the vessel in the sight of the men that go with 
thee, and shalt say unto them, ‘Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Even so will 
I break this people and this city, as one breaketh a potter’s vessel, that 
cannot be made whole again: and they shall bury in Topheth, till there 
lie no place to bury. Thus will I do unto this place, saith the Lord, and 
to the inhabitants thereof, even making this city as Topheth: and the 
houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of Judah, which are 
defiled, shall be as the place of Topheth, even all the houses upon whose 
roofs they have burned incense unto all the host of heaven, and have 
poured out drink offerings unto other gods.’”’ 
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Then came Jeremiah from Topheth, whither the Lord had sent him to 
prophesy; and he stood in the court of the Lord’s house, and said to all 
the people: “Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Behold, 
I will bring upon this city and upon all her towns all the evil that I have 
pronounced against it; because they have made their heart hard, that they 
might not hear my words.’” 


THE KING’S ANGER 


(Jeremiah had his prophecies written down by his clerk. But when the king read from 
the scroll on which they were written, he was so angry that he cut up the scroll, and burned 
it. This did not prevent the prophecies from heing known, for Jeremiah had them written 
upon a new scroll.) 

And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, 
king of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 
“Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have 
spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the 
nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto 
this day. It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which 
I purpose to do unto them; that they may return every man from his 
evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.” 

Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah; and Baruch wrote from 
the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the Lord, which he had spoken 
unto him, upon a roll of a book. 

And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, “I cannot go into the house 
of the Lord: therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast 
written from my mouth, the words of the Lord in the ears of the people in 
the Lord’s house upon the fast day: and also thou shalt read them in the 
ears of all Judah that come out of their cities. It may be they will present 
their supplication before the Lord, and will return every one from his evil 
way: for great is the anger and the fury that the Lord hath pronounced 
against this people.” 

And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the 
prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of the Lord in the 
Lord’s house. 

Now it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, 
king of Judah, in the ninth month, that all the people in Jerusalem, and all 
the people that came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem, proclaimed 
a fast before the Lord. Then read Baruch in the book the words of 
Jeremiah in the house of the Lord, in the ears of all the people. And 
when Micaiah had heard out of the book all the words of the Lord, he 
went down into the king’s house, into the scribe’s chamber: and, lo, all 
the princes sat there. Then Micaiah declared unto them all the words 
that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in the ears of the people. 
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Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi unto Baruch, saying, “Take in 
thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and 
come.” 

So Baruch the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came unto 
them. And they said unto him, “Sit down now, and read it to us.”” So 
Baruch read it to them. 

Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they turned 
in fear one toward another, and said unto Baruch, ‘We will surely tell 
the king of all these words.” 

And they asked Baruch, saying, “Tell us now, How didst thou write all 
these words at his mouth?” 

Then Baruch answered them, ‘He pronounced all these words unto me 
with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the book.” 

Then said the princes unto Baruch, ‘Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; 
and let no man know where ye are.” 

And they went in to the king into the court; but they had laid up the 
roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe; and they told all the words in 
the ears of the king. So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took 
it out of the chamber of Elishama the scribe. And Jehudi read it to the 
king, and to all the princes which stood beside the king. Now the king 
sat in the winter house in the ninth month: and there was a fire in the 
brasier burning before him. And it came to pass, when Jehudi had read 
three or four sections, that the king cut it with his penknife, and cast it 
into the fire that was in the brasier, until all the roll was consumed in the 
fire that was in the brasier. And they were not afraid, nor rent their 
garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these 
words. Moreover Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made 
intercession to the king that he would not burn the roll: but he would not 
hear them. And the king commanded his officers to take Baruch the 
scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the Lord hid them. 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, after the king had burned 
the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, 
saying, “Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former words 
that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. 

“And concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah thou shalt say, ‘Thus saith 
the Lord: Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written 
therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy 
this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast? 

““Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah: 
He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body 
shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost. And 
I will punish him and his family and his servants for their iniquity; and 
i will bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon 
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the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them, and 
they hearkened not.’” 

Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the 
son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the 
words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: 
and there were added besides unto them many like words. 


JEREMIAH IN PRISON 


_ Jeremiah continued to rebuke the people for the evil of their lives, and especially to 
insist that they could find no hope in an alliance with the faithless nation of Egypt. This 
so enraged some of the princes that the prophet was put into prison, and then into the 
foulest dungeon of the prison. How he suffered for truth-telling, and how he escaped, is 
told in the following story) :— 

And Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned as king, instead of Coniah the 
son of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon made king in 
the land of Judah. But neither he, nor his servants, nor the people of the 
land, hearkened unto the words of the Lord, which he spake by the prophet 
Jeremiah. 

And Zedekiah the king sent his officer to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 
“Pray now unto the Lord our God for us.” 

Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people: for they had 
not yet put him into prison. And Pharaoh’s army was come forth out 
of Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings 
of them, they went away from Jerusalem. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto the prophet Jeremiah, saying, 
“Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel: ‘Thus shall ye say to the king of 
Judah, that sent you unto me to inquire of me; Behold, Pharaoh’s army, 
which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt into their own land. 
And the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city; and they 
shall take it, and burn it with fire.’ Thus saith the Lord: ‘Deceive not 
yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely depart from us: for they 
shall not depart. For though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chal- 
deans that fight against you, and there remained but wounded men among 
them, yet should they rise up every man in his tent, and burn this city 
with fire.’”’ 

And it came to pass that when the army of the Chaldeans went away 
from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh’s army, then Jeremiah went forth out 
of Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin, to look after his property. 
And when he was in the gate of the city, a captain of the guard was there; 
and he laid hold of Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “‘Thou art deserting to 
the Chaldeans.” 

Then said Jeremiah, “It is false; I am not deserting to the Chaldeans;”’ 
but he hearkened not to him: so the officer laid hold of Jeremiah, and 


brought him to the princes. 
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And the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, and put 
him in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe; for they had made that 
the prison. 

When Jeremiah was come into the dungeon house, and into the cells, 
and Jeremiah had remained there many days; then Zedekiah the king 
sent, and brought him: and the king asked him secretly in his house, and 
said, ‘Is there any word from the Lord?” 

And Jeremiah said, ‘There is. Thou shalt be delivered into the hand 
of the king of Babylon.” 

Moreover Jeremiah said unto King Zedekiah, “‘ Wherein have I sinned 
against thee, or against thy servants, or against this people, that ye have 
put me in prison? Where now are your prophets which prophesied unto 
you, saying, ‘The king of Babylon shall not come against you, nor against 
this land’? And now hear, I pray thee, O my lord the king: let my 
supplication, I pray thee, be accepted before thee; that thou cause me 
not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there.” 

Then Zedekiah the king commanded, and they committed Jeremiah 
into the court of the guard, and they gave him daily a loaf of bread from 
the bakers, until all the bread in the city was gone. Thus Jeremiah 
remained in the court of the guard. 

And the king’s officers heard the words that Jeremiah spake unto all 
the people, saying, “Thus saith the Lord, ‘He that abideth in this city 
shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he that 
goeth forth to the Chaldeans shall live.’ Thus saith the Lord, “This city 
shall surely be given into the hand of the army of the king of Babylon, 
and he shall take it.’”’ 

Then the princes said unto the king, “Let this man, we pray thee, be 
put to death; forasmuch as he weakeneth the hands of the men of war 
that remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, in speaking such 
words unto them: for this man seeketh not the welfare of this people, 
but their hurt.” 

And Zedekiah the king said, “Behold, he is in your hand: for the king 
cannot do anything against you.” 

Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon that was in 
the court of the guard: and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in 
the dungeon there was no water, but mire: and Jeremiah sank in the mire. 

Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, which was in the king’s house, 
heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon, he went forth out of 
the king’s house, and spake to the king, saying, “ My lord the king, these 
men have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet 
whom they have cast into the dungeon; and he is likely to die in the “ESE 
where he is, because of the famine: for there is no more bread in the Citys 

Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, “Take 
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from hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out 
of the dungeon, before he die.” 

So Ebed-melech took the men with him, and went into the house of the 
king under the storehouse, and took thence old clothes and old rags, and 
let them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah. 

And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, “Put now these 
old clothes and rags under thine arms under the cords.”’ And Jeremiah 
did so. So they drew up Jeremiah with the cords, and took him up out 
of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in the court of the guard. 

Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah the prophet unto him 
into the third entry that is in the house of the Lord: and the king said unto 
Jeremiah, “‘I will ask thee a thing; hide nothing from me.” 

Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, “If I declare it unto thee wilt thou 
not surely put me to death? and if I give thee counsel, thou wilt not 
hearken unto me.” 

So Zedekiah the king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, saying, “As the 
Lord liveth, that made us, I will not put thee to death, neither will I give 
thee into the hand of these men that seek thy life.” 

Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, “Thus saith the Lord, the God of 
hosts, the God of Israel: ‘If thou wilt go forth unto the king of Babylon’s 
princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city shall not be burned with fire; 
and thou shalt live, and thine house: but if thou wilt not go forth to the 
king of Babylon’s princes, then shall this city be given into the hand of 
the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape 
out of their hand.’”’ 

And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, “‘I am afraid of the Jews 
that deserted to the Chaldeans, lest the Chaldeans deliver me into their 
hand, and they mock me.” 

But Jeremiah said, “‘They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I beseech thee, 
the voice of the Lord, in that which I speak unto thee: so it shall be well 
with thee, and thy soul shall live. But if thou refuse to go forth, this is 
the word that the Lord hath shewed me: Behold, all the women that are 
left in the king of Judah’s house shall be brought forth to the king of 
Babylon’s princes: and thou shalt cause this city to be burned with fire.” 

Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, “Let no man know of these words, 
and thou shalt not die.” 

So Jeremiah abode in the court of the guard until the day that Jerusalem 
was taken. 
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(The book of Ezekiel differs from every other book of prophecy in the fact that none of it 
was written in Palestine. It was written in Babylonia, whither Ezekiel had been taken 
captive while still a youth. The captives knew what was going on in Jerusalem. When 
the city was first taken, at the occasion when Ezekiel was made captive, the Babylonians 
were content to carry off ten thousand of the best of the people, with great treasure. The 
writer of Kings says that ‘none remained, save the poorest of the people of the land.” 
Over this poor remnant of a wrecked state the Babylonian government set up a king. For 
nine years he remained loyal to Babylon. Then, with the foolish hope that Egypt would 
help him when war came, he revolted against the power of Babylon. Soon Babylonian 
armies appeared before Jerusalem, and, two years after, the city fell. More captives were 
deported, the city was burned, the walls broken down, no king set up, but only a governor, 
and the kingdom of Israel, over which only one family had ruled since the time of David, 
nearly five hundred years before, wasforeveratanend. The fall of Jerusalem was in 586 B.C. 

With every device of vision and picture and pleading Ezekiel tried to keep the captives 
true to their country and their God. It is good to know that he succeeded in his attempt. 
The Jews in Babylonia kept their faith, and, in later years, it was from them that these 
prophetic books went, together with astrong influence for religious reform, back to Palestine.) 


A LAMENTATION FOR THE PRINCES OF ISRAEL 


Moreover, take thou up a lamentation for the princes of Israel, and 
say, “What was thy mother? 

‘A lioness: she couched among lions, in the midst of the young lions 
she nourished her whelps. And she brought up one of her whelps; he 
became a young lion: and he learned to catch the prey, he devoured men. 
The nations also heard of him; he was taken in their pit: and they brought 
him with hooks unto the land of Egypt. Now when she saw that she had 
waited, and her hope was lost, then she took another of her whelps, and 
made him a young lion. And he went up and down among the lions, he 
became a young lion: and he learned to catch the prey, he devoured men. 
And he knew their palaces, and laid waste their cities; and the land was 
desolate, and the fulness thereof, because of the noise of his roaring. Then 
the nations set against him on every side from the provinces: and they 
spread their net over him; he was taken in their pit. And they put him 
in a cage with hooks, and brought him to the king to Babylon; they 
brought him into strong holds, that his voice should no more be heard 
upon the mountains of Israel. 

“Thy mother was like a vine, in thy blood, planted by the waters: she 
was fruitful and full of branches by reason of many waters. And she had 
strong rods for the sceptres of them that bare rule, and their stature was 
exalted among the thick boughs, and they were seen in their height with 
the multitude of their branches. But she was plucked up in fury, she 
was cast down to the ground, and the east wind dried up her fruit: her 
strong rods were broken off and withered; the fire consumed them. And 
now she is planted in the wilderness, in a dry and thirsty land. And fire 
is gone out of the rods of her branches, it hath devoured her fruit, so that 
there is in her no strong rod to bea sceptre torule. This is a lamentation, 
and shall be for a lamentation.” 
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THE DOOM OF TYRE 


(The description of Tyre is particularly valuable, because it gives such a vivid picture 
of the commercial activity of a great city in ancient times.) 

And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first day of the month, 
that the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, “Son of man, because that 
Tyre hath said against Jerusalem, ‘Aha, she is broken that was the gate 
of the peoples; she is turned unto me: I shall be replenished, now that 
she is laid waste:’ therefore thus saith the Lord God: Behold, I am against 
thee, O Tyre, and will cause many nations to come up against thee, as the 
sea causeth his waves to come up. And they shall destroy the walls of 
Tyre, and break down her towers: I will also scrape her dust from her, 
and make her a bare rock. She shall be a place for the spreading of nets 
in the midst of the sea; for I have spoken it, saith the Lord God: and she 
shall become a spoil to the nations. And her daughters which are in the 
field shall be slain with the sword: and they shall know that I am the 
Lord.” For thus saith the Lord God: ‘Behold, I will bring upon Tyre 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, king of kings, from the north, with 
horses, and with chariots, and with horsemen, and a company, and much 
people. He shall slay with the sword thy daughters in the field: and he 
shall make forts against thee, and cast up a mount against thee, and raise 
up the buckler against thee. And he shall set his battering engines against 
thy walls, and with his axes he shall break down thy towers. By reason 
of the abundance of his horses their dust shall cover thee: thy walls shall 
shake at the noice of the horsemen, and of the wagons, and of the chariots, 
when he shall enter into thy gates, as men enter into a city wherein is 
made a breach. With the hoofs of his horses shall he tread down all thy 
streets: he shall slay thy people with the sword, and the pillars of thy 
strength shall go down to the ground. And they shall make a spoil of 
thy riches, and make a prey of thy merchandise: and they shall break 
down thy walls, and destroy thy pleasant houses: and they shall lay thy 
stones and thy timber and thy dust in the midst of the waters. And I will 
cause the noise of thy songs to cease; and the sound of thy harps shall be 
no more heard. And I will make thee a bare rock: thou shalt be a place 
for the spreading of nets; thou shalt be built no more: for I the Lord have 
spoken it, saith the Lord God.” 

Thus saith the Lord God to Tyre: “Shall not the isles shake at the sound 
of thy fall, when the wounded groan, when the slaughter is made in the 
midst of thee? Then all the princes of the sea shall come down from their 
thrones, and lay aside their robes, and strip off their broidered garments: 
they shall clothe themselves with trembling; they shall sit upon the 
ground, and shall tremble every moment, and be astonished at thee. And 
they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and say to thee, ‘How art thou 
destroyed, that wast inhabited of seafaring men, the renowned city, which 
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wast strong in the sea, she and her inhabitants, which caused their terror 
to be on all that haunt it!’ Now shall the isles tremble in the day of thy 
fall; yea, the isles that are in the sea shall be dismayed at thy departure.” 

For thus saith the Lord God: ‘When I shall make thee a desolate city, 
like the cities that are not inhabited; when I shall bring up the deep upon 
thee, and the great waters shall cover thee; then will I bring thee down 
with them that descend into the pit, to the people of old time, and will 
make thee to dwell in the nether parts of the earth, in the places that are 
desolate of old, with them that go down to the pit, that thou be not 
inhabited; and I will set glory in the land of the living: I will make thee 
a terror, and thou shalt be no more: though thou be sought for, yet shalt 
thou never be found again,” saith the Lord God. 


(The prophet here draws a striking picture of Eastern commerce. He pictures Tyre as 
a ship, trading in the commodities of all the nations of the world, but wrecked at last and 
destroyed by the storm.) 


The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying, And thou, son of 
man, take up a lamentation for Tyre; and say unto Tyre, O thou that 
dwellest at the entry of the sea, which art the merchant of the peoples unto 
many isles, thus saith the Lord God: Thou, O Tyre, hast said, “I am 
perfect in beauty.” 

Thy borders are in the heart of the seas, thy builders have perfected 
thy beauty. They have made all thy planks of fir trees from Senir: they 
have taken cedars from Lebanon to make a mast for thee. 

Of the oaks of Bashan have they made thine oars; they have made thy 
benches of ivory inlaid in boxwood, from the isles of Kittim. 

Of fine linen with broidered work from Egypt was thy sail, that it might 
be to thee for an ensign; blue and purple from the isles of Elishah was 
thine awning. 

The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad were thy rowers: thy wise men, 
O Tyre, were in thee, they were thy pilots. 

The ancients of Gebal and the wise men thereof were in thee thy calkers: 
all the ships of the sea with their mariners were in thee to occupy thy 
merchandise. © 

Persia and Lud and Put were in thine army, thy men of war: they hung 
the shield and helmet in thee; they set forth thy comeliness. 

The men of Arvad with thine army were upon thy walls round about, 
and the Gammadim were in thy towers: they hung their shields upon thy 
walls round about; they have perfected thy beauty. 

Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of all kinds of 
riches; with silver, iron, tin and lead, they traded for thy wares. 

Javan, Tubal, and Meshech, they were thy traffickers: they traded the 
persons of men and vessels of brass for thy merchandise. 
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They of the house of Togarmah traded for thy wares with horses and 
war-horses and mules. 

The men of Dedan were thy traffickers: many isles were the mart of 
thine hand: they brought thee in exchange horns of ivory and ebony. 

Syria was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of thy handiworks: 
they traded for thy wares with emeralds, purple, and broidered work, and 
fine linen, and coral, and rubies. 

Judah, and the land of Israel, they were thy traffickers: they traded 
for thy merchandise wheat of Minnith, and pannag*, and honey, and oil, 
and balm. 

Damascus was thy merchant for the multitude of thy handiworks, by 
reason of the multitude of all kinds of riches; with the wine of Helbon, and 
white wool. 

Vedan and Javan traded with yarn for thy wares: bright iron, cassia, 
and calamus, were among thy merchandise. 

Dedan was thy trafficker in precious cloths for riding. 

Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar, they were the merchants of thy 
hand; in lambs, and rams, and goats, in these were they thy merchants. 

The traffickers of Sheba and Raamah, they were thy traffickers: they 
traded for thy wares with chief of all spices, and with all precious stones, 
and gold. 

Haran and Canneh and Eden, the traffickers of Sheba, Asshur and Chil- 
mad, were thy traffickers. These were thy traffickers in choice wares, 
in wrappings of blue and broidered work, and in chests of rich apparel, 
bound with cords and made of cedar, among thy merchandise. 

The ships of Tarshish were thy caravans for thy merchandise: and 
thou wast replenished, and made very glorious in the heart of the seas. 

Thy rowers have brought thee into great waters: the east wind hath 
broken thee in the heart of the seas. 

Thy riches, and thy wares, thy merchandise, thy mariners, and thy 
pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers of thy merchandise, and all thy men 
of war, that are in thee, with all thy company which is in the midst of thee, 
shall fall into the heart of the seas in the day of thy ruin. 

At the sound of the ery of thy pilots the suburbs shall shake. And all 
that handle the oar, the mariners, and all the pilots of the sea, shall come 
down from their ships, they shall stand upon the land, and shall cause 
their voice to be heard over thee, and shall cry bitterly, and shall cast up 
dust upon their heads, they shall wallow themselves in the ashes: and 
they shall make themselves bald for thee, and gird them with sackcloth, 
and they shall weep for thee in bitterness of soul with bitter mourning. 

And in their wailing they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and 
lament over thee, saying, ‘‘ Who is there like Tyre, like her that is brought 


* Perhaps a kind of confection. 
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to silence in the midst of the sea?” When thy wares went forth out of the 
seas, thou filledst many peoples; thou didst enrich the kings of the earth 
with the multitude of thy riches and of thy merchandise. 

In the time that thou wast broken by the seas in the depths of the 
waters, thy merchandise and all thy company did fall in the midst of 
thee. 

All the inhabitants of the isles are astonished at thee, and their kings are 
horribly afraid, they are troubled in their countenance. 

The merchants among the peoples hiss at thee; thou art become a 
terror, and thou shalt never be any more. 


THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES 
(This is a strong picture of the reviving power of God’s spirit in a repentant nation.) 


The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he carried me out in the spirit 
of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full of 
bones; and he caused me to pass by them round about: and behold, there 
were very many in the open valley; and lo, they were very dry. 

And he said unto me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I an- 
swered, ““O Lord God, thou knowest.”’ 

Again he said unto me, ‘Prophesy over these bones, and say unto 
them, ‘O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.’ ” 

Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones: ‘ Behold, I will cause breath 
to enter into you, and ye shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and 
will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 
you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the Lord.” 

So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a 
noise, and behold an earthquake, and the bones came together, bone to his 
bone. And I beheld, and lo, there were sinews upon them, and flesh came 
up, and skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them. 
Then said he unto me, “Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, 
and say to the wind, ‘Thus saith the Lord God: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ ” 

So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. 

Then he said unto me, ‘‘Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel: behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; 
we are clean cut off.’ 

“Therefore prophesy, and say unto them, ‘Thus saith the Lord God: 
Behold, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel. And ye 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves, and 
caused you to come up out of your graves, O my people. And I will put 
my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I will place you in your own land: 
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and ye shall know that I the Lord have spoken it, and performed it, saith 
the Lord.’ ”’ 


AMOS 


(Amos, one of the earliest of the prophets, was a poor herdsman of the village of Tekoa, 
which was about twelve miles southeast of Jerusalem, on the edge of the great wilderness or 
pasture land, which stretches from the crest of the hills to the Dead Sea. The call of God 
came to him to leave his herds and speak against the immorality, the oppression of the poor, 
the injustice of the people in the northern kingdom of Israel. He appeared at one of the 
great feasts and spoke his message boldly. The priest of Bethel, where the feast was held, 
was very angry with him, and tried to frighten him by sending to the king the report that he 
was a traitor.) 


THE MESSAGE OF AMOS AT THE FEAST 


This the Lord Jehovah caused me to see: behold, he formed locusts at 
the beginning of the coming up of the spring crops, and behold, it was after 
the king’s mowings. It came to pass when they had made an end of 
devouring the verdure of the earth, that I said,— 

“OQ Lord Jehovah, pardon, I pray Thee! How shall Jacob rise again? 
He is so small!”’ 

Jehovah repented for this. “It shall not be,” saith Jehovah. 

This the Lord Jehovah caused me to see: and behold, the Lord Jehovah 
was calling fire into the contest; and it devoured the Great Deep, yea, 
it was about to devour the land. 

““O Lord Jehovah, pardon, I pray thee! How shall Jacob rise again? 
He is so small!” 

Jehovah repented for this. “It also shall not come to pass,” saith the 
Lord Jehovah. 

This he showed me, and behold the Lord has taken his station upon a 
city wall, a wall built with a plumbline. 

And Jehovah said to me, “What art thou seeing?’”’ And I said, “A 
plumbline.’’ And the Lord said, “Behold, I am setting a plumbline in 
the midst of my people Israel. I will not again pass them over. The 
high places of Israel shall be desolate and the sanctuaries of Isaac laid 
waste; and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 


AMOS DEFIES THE PRIEST 


(“ As Savonarola at the Duomo in Florence, as Luther at the Diet of Worms, as our Lord 
Himself at the feast in Jerusalem, so was Amos at the feast in Bethel.’”’—Smith.) 


Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, 
saying, “Amos hath conspired against thee in the midst of the house of 
Israel. ‘The land is not able to hold his words.” For thus hath Amos 
said, “By the sword shall Jeroboam die, and Israel going shall go into 
captivity from off his own land.” 

And Amaziah said unto Amos, “Visionary, be gone! Get thee off to 
the land of Judah; and eat thy bread there, and there play the prophet. 
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But at Bethel thou shalt not again prophesy. The king’s sanctuary it is, 
and the house of the kingdom.”’ 

But Amos answered and said unto Amaziah, “No prophet I, nor 
prophet’s son. But a herdsman I, and a dresser of sycamores; and Je- 
hovah took me from behind the flock and Jehovah said unto me, ‘Go, 
prophesy unto my people Israel.’ 

“Now therefore hearken to the word of Jehovah, thou that sayest, 
prophesy not against Israel, nor let drop thy words against the house of 
Israel; therefore thus saith Jehovah. Thy wife in the city shall become 
an outcast; and thy sons and thy daughters by the sword—shall fall; and 
thy land—by the measuring rope shall be divided; and thou in an unclean 
land shalt die. And Israel shail be driven from his land into captivity.” 


THE DOOM OF A CORRUPT CIVILIZATION 


Hear this word which Jehovah hath spoken against you, O children of 
Israel, against the whole family which I brought up from the land of Egypt. 
“You only have I known of all the families of the earth, therefore will I 
visit upon you all your iniquities.””’ Can two walk together except they 
have an appointment? Doth a lion roar in the jungle and have no prey? 
Doth a young lion let forth his voice from his den if he hath taken nothing? 

Doth a little bird fall on the snare earthwards and there be no noose 
about her? Doth the snare itself rise up from the ground, except it be 
capturing something? Is the alarm trumpet blown in a city and do the 
people not tremble? Shall calamity happen in a city and Jehovah not 
have done it? Yea, the Lord Jehovah doeth nothing but he has revealed 
his purpose to his servants the prophets. The lion has roared, who shall 
not fear? Jehovah hath spoken, who can but prophesy? 

Make proclamation over the palaces in Ashdod, and over the palaces 
in the land of Egypt, and say, “Gather upon the Mount of Samaria and 
see! Confusions manifold in the midst of her; violence to her very core!” 
Yea they know not how to do uprightness, saith Jehovah, who store up 
wrong and violence in their palaces. Therefore saith the Lord, “Siege and 
investment of the land! And they shall bring down thy fortresses and 
plundered shall be thy palaces.’ Thus saith Jehovah: ‘As the shepherd 
saveth from the mouth of the lion, a pair of shin bones or a bit of an ear, so 
shall the children of Israel be saved—they who sit in Samaria in the corner 
of the divan and on a Damascus couch.”’ 

“Hear ye, and testify against the house of Jacob’’—saith the Lord God 
of Hosts. “For on the days when I visit the crimes of Israel upon him, 
I shall there make visitation upon the altars of Bethel, and the horns of the 
altar shall be cut off and fall to the ground. And I will smite the winter 
house, and the summer house, and the ivory houses shall perish, yea, 
swept away shall be houses many.”’—Oracle of Jehovah. 
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Hear this word, women of Israel, kine of Bashan that are in the mount 
of Samaria, that oppress the poor, that crush the needy, that say to their 
lords, “Bring, and let us drink.” Sworn hath the Lord Jehovah by his 
holiness, lo! days are coming when there shall be a taking away of you with 
hooks, and of the last of you with fish-hooks. Yea, by the breaches (in 
the wall of the stormed city) shall ye go out, every one headlong, and ye 
shall fling yourselves out on the mountains as a refuge. 


FALSE WORSHIP. THE CHASTISEMENT OF THE LORD 


Come away to Bethel and transgress! 

At Gilgal exaggerate your transgressions! 

And bring every morning your sacrifices. 

Every three days your tithes! 

And send up the savour of leavened bread as a thank-offering. 

And call out your charities—make them to be heard! 

For so ye loved to do, O children of Israel—saith the Lord. 

But I on my side withheld from you the winter rain, while it was still 
three months to the harvest, and I let it rain repeatedly on one city, and 
upon one city I did not let it rain: one piece was rained upon, and the 
piece that was not rained upon withered: and two or three cities kept 
struggling to one city for water, and were not satisfied—yet ye did not 
return to me—saith the Lord. 

I smote you with blasting and with mildew: many of your gardens and 
your vineyards and your figs and your olives the locust devoured—yet ye 
did not return to me—saith the Lord. 

I overturned among you, like God’s own overturning of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, till ye became as a brand plucked from the burning—yet ye 
did not return to me—saith the Lord. 

Therefore, thus shall I do to thee, O Israel: because I am going to do 
this to thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Israel. For, lo, he that formeth 
the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth to man what his 
thought is, that maketh the morning, darkness, and marcheth on the high 
places of the earth, the Lord God of Hosts his name. 


THE OPPRESSION OF THE POOR 


Seek ye Jehovah and live, lest he break forth like fire, O house of Joseph, 
and it consume and there be none to quench at Bethel. He that made the 
Pleiades and Orion, that turneth the deep shadow into morning, and day 
he darkeneth to night, that calleth for the waters of the sea and poureth 
them out on the face of the earth—Jehovah, his name. He it is that 
flasheth out ruin on strength, and bringeth down destruction on the 


fortified. 
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They that turn justice to wormwood, and abase righteousness to the 
earth! They hate him that reproveth in the gate and him that speaketh 
sincerely they abhor. Wherefore, because ye trample on the weak, and 
take from him a present of corn, ye shall have houses built of hewn stone, 
but ye shall not dwell in them: vineyards for pleasure have ye planted, 
but ye shall not drink of their wine. For I know how many are your 
crimes and how forceful your sins—ye that browbeat the righteous, take 
bribes and turn aside the poor in the gate. Therefore the prudent in such 
a time is dumb, for an evil time it is. 

Seek good and not evil, that ye may live, and Jehovah God of Hosts be 
with you as ye say he is. Hate evil and love good: and in the gate set 
justice on her feet again—it may be that Jehovah God of Hosts may have 
pity on the remnant of Joseph. 

Therefore thus saith Jehovah, God of Hosts, Lord: On all the open 
ways, lamentation, and in all streets they shall be saying, ‘Ah woe! Ah 
woe!” And in all vineyards, lamentation, and they shall call the plough- 
man to wailing, and to lamentation them that are skilful in dirges, for I 
shall pass through their midst, saith Jehovah. 

Woe unto you that long for the day of the Lord! Wherefore would ye 
have the day of the Lord? It is darkness, and not light. As when aman 
fleeth from the face of a lion and a bear falls upon him: and he comes unto 
the house and leans his hand upon the wall and a serpent bites him. Is it 
not darkness, the day of Jehovah, and not light? storm-darkness, and not 
a ray of light upon it? 

I hate, I loathe your feasts, and I will not smell the savour of your 
gatherings to sacrifice. Though ye bring to me your burnt-offering, and 
your meal-offerings, I will not be pleased, or your thank-offerings of fatted 
calves, I will not look at them. Let cease from me the noise of thy songs: 
to the playing of thy viols I will not listen. But let justice roll on like 
water, and righteousness like an unfailing stream.* 


HOSEA 


(Hosea belonged to the same generation as Amos, and meets the same social sins and 
oppressions of the poor by the rich. He emphasizes the religious side of the difficulties, 
Sin is treachery against God, and peculiarly mean treachery; for God loves his people. 
Hosea’s emphasis on the love of God is almost the beginning of the greatest idea about God 
that man ever conceived. It grew out of a very sad part of his own life. His wife had left 
him, and yet he could not forget her. He still loved her, and could not cease loving her. 
This experience showed him what God must be like. God loved Israel. When Israel 
sinned, God was hurt and saddened. Could God cease to love Israel? Never! If he, a 
man, still loved his wife, could Jehovah, being God, love less? Must not his love be greater 
than man’s? So it comes about that Hosea gives a very vivid and wonderful picture of the 
sad and terrible results of sin, and of the tender, compassionate love of God. The book is 
more disconnected than many of the prophecies. It is a series of independent sections, 
eeiige . which express, in different language, much the same ideas of Israel’s sin and 

10d’s love. 


* This translation is in the main that of George Adam Smith. 
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SOWING THE WIND; REAPING THE WHIRLWIND 


When I would heal Israel, then is the iniquity of Ephraim discovered, 
and the wickedness of Samaria; for they commit falsehood: and the thief 
entereth in, and the troop of robbers spoileth without. And they con- 
sider not in their hearts that I remember all their wickedness: now have 
their own doings beset them about; they are before my face. They make 
the king glad with their wickedness, and the princes with their lies. They 
are all hot as an oven, and devour their judges; all their kings are fallen: 
there is none among them that calleth unto me. Ephraim, he mixeth 
himself among the peoples; Ephraim is a cake not turned. Strangers 
have devoured his strength, and he knoweth it not: yea, gray hairs are 
here and there upon him, and he knoweth it not. And the pride of Israel 
doth testify to his face: yet they have not returned unto the Lord their 
God, nor sought him for all this. And Ephraim is like a silly dove, with- 
out understanding: they call unto Egypt, they go to Assyria. When they 
shall go, I will spread my net upon them; I will bring them down as the 
birds of the heaven: I will chastise them, as their congregation hath heard. 
Woe unto them! for they have wandered from me; destruction unto 
them! for they have trespassed against me: though I would redeem them, 
yet they have spoken lies against me. And they have not cried unto me 
with their heart, but they howl upon their beds: they assemble themselves 
for corn and wine, they rebel against me. Though I have taught and 
strengthened their arms, yet do they devise mischief against me. They 
return, but not to him that is on high; they are like a deceitful bow: their 
princes shall fall by the sword for the rage of their tongue: this shall be 
their derision in the land of Egypt. 

Set the trumpet to thy mouth. Asan eagle he cometh against the house 
of the Lord, because they have transgressed my covenant, and trespassed 
against my law. They shall cry unto me, “My God, we, Israel, know 
thee.”’ Israel hath cast off that which is good: the enemy shall pursue 
him. They have set up kings, but not by me; they have made princes, 
and I knew it not: of their silver and their gold have they made them 
idols, that they may be cut off. He hath cast off thy calf, O Samaria; 
mine anger is kindled against them: how long will it be ere they attain 
to innocency? For from Israel is even this; the workman made it, and 
it is no God: yea, the calf of Samaria shall be broken in pieces. For they 
sow the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind. 


THE LONGING OF GOD FOR HIS CHILDREN 


Come, and let us return unto the Lord: for he hath torn, and he will 
heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. After two days will he 
revive us: on the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live before 
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him. And let us follow on to know the Lord; his going forth is sure as 
the morning: and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter rain that 
watereth the earth. 

When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of 
Egypt. The more the prophets called them, the more they went from 
them: they sacrificed unto the Baalim, and burned incense to graven 
images. Yet I taught Ephraim to walk; I took them on my arms; but 
they knew not that I healed them. I drew them with cords of a man, 
with bands of love. How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I 
deliver thee, Israel? mine heart is turned within me, my compassions are 
kindled together. I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will 
not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the Holy 
One in the midst of thee: and I will not come in wrath. They shall walk 
after the Lord, who shall roar like a lion: for he shall roar, and the children 
shall come trembling from the west. They shall come trembling as a bird 
out of Egypt, and as a dove out of the land of Assyria: and I will make 
them to dwell in their houses, saith the Lord. I will ransom them from 
the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, where 
are thy plagues? O grave, where is thy destruction? I will heal their 
backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from 
him. I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall blossom as the lily, and 
east forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches shall spread, and his 
beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon. 


MICAH 


(It is supposed that Micah lived in the time of Isaiah, the prophet. His message re- 
sembles that of Amos in its stern denunciation of the wrong-doing of the rich. He himself 
belonged to the poorer classes and speaks from a full heart when he describes the misery of 
the poor and the oppression of the rich. Like Isaiah, Amos, and Hosea, he is a social 
reformer.) 

Woe to them that devise iniquity and work evil upon their beds! when 
the morning is light, they practise it, because it is in the power of their 
hand. And they covet fields, and seize them; and houses, and take them 
away: and they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage. 
The voice of the Lord crieth unto the city, and the man of wisdom will see 
thy name: hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it. “Are there yet 
the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant 
measure that is abominable? Shall I be pure with wicked balances, and 
with deceitful weights? For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and 
the inhabitants thereof have spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in 
their mouth. Therefore I also have smitten thee with a grievous wound; 
I have made thee desolate because of thy sins. Thou shalt eat, but not 
be satisfied; and thy humiliation shall be in the midst of thee: and thou 


THE TOWN OF TIBERIAS 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton, of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


Tiberias was not one of the ancient cities of Palestine. It was built by Herod Antipas 
and named by him in honor of the emperor Tiberius. 
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shalt store up, but shalt not keep it; and that which thou carriest away 
will I give up to the sword. Thou shalt sow, but shalt not reap: thou 
shalt tread the olives, but shalt not anoint thee with oil; and the vintage, 
but shalt not drink the wine.” 

Woe is me! for I am as when they have gathered the summer fruits, as 
the grape gleanings of the vintage: there is no cluster to eat; my soul 
desireth the firstripe fig. The godly man is perished out of the earth, and 
there is none upright among men: they all lie in wait for blood; they 
hunt every man his brother with a net. Their hands are upon that which 
is evil to do it diligently; the prince asketh, and the judge is ready for 
a reward; and the great man, he uttereth the mischief of his soul: thus 
they weave it together. The best of them is as a brier: the most upright 
is worse than a thorn hedge: the day of thy watchmen, even thy visitation, 
is come; now shall be their perplexity. Trust ye not in a friend, put ye 
not confidence in a guide. For the son dishonoureth the father, the 
daughter riseth up against her mother, the daughter in law against her 
mother in law; a man’s enemies are the men of his own house. But as 
for me, I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation: 
my God will hear me. Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when 
I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me. 

Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the 
high God? shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of 
a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten 
thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God? 

But in the latter days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall 
be exalted above the hills; and peoples shall flow unto it. And many 
nations shall go and say, “Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of 
his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” And he shall judge 
between many peoples, and shall reprove strong nations afar off; and they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more. But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig 
tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of hosts 
hath spoken it. For all the peoples will walk every one in the name of 
his god, and we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and 
ever. 
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But thou, Beth-lehem Ephrathah, which art little to be among the 
thousands of Judah, out of thee shall one come forth unto me that is to be 
ruler in Israel; whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting. 


JOEL 


(At some time, we are not told just when, a terrible plague of locusts came upon the land. 
A prophet, whose name was Joel, took this occasion to tell the people of their sins, and of the 
judgments which God would bring upon them.) 


THE PROPHET LAMENTS FOR HIS LAND 


Hear this, ye old men, 

And give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. 
Hath this been in your days, 

Or in the days of your fathers? 

Tell ye your children of it, 

And let your children tell their children, 
And their children another generation. 
That which the palmerworm hath left 
Hath the cankerworm eaten; 

And that which the cankerworm hath left 
Hath the caterpillar eaten. 


Be ashamed, O ye husbandmen, 

Howl, O ye vinedressers, 

For the wheat, and for the barley; 

For the harvest of the field is perished. 

The vine is withered, 

And the fig tree languisheth; 

The pomegranate tree, 

The palm tree also, and the apple tree, 

Even all the trees of the field are withered: 

For joy is withered away from the sons of men. 


Sanetify a fast, call a solemn assembly, 
Gather the old men 

And all the inhabitants of the land 
Unto the house of the Lord your God, 
And cry unto the Lord. 


Alas for the day! 

For the day of the Lord is at hand. 

And as the destruction from the Almighty shall it come. 
Is not the food cut off before our eyes, 

Yea, joy and gladness from the house of our God? 
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The seeds rot under their clods: 

The garners are laid desolate, 

The barns are broken down; 

For the corn is withered. 

How do the beasts groan. 

The herds of cattle are perplexed, 

Because they have no pasture; 

Yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate. 


O Lord, to thee do I ery: 

For the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness 
And the flame hath burned all the trees of the field. 

Yea, the beasts of the field pant unto thee: 

For the water brooks are dried up, - 

And the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness. 


THE WARNING TO THE PEOPLE 


Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, 

And sound an alarm in my holy mountain; 

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble. 

For the Day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand; 
A day of darkness and gloom, 

A day of clouds and thick darkness, 

As the dawn spread upon the mountains; 

A great people and a strong. 

There hath not ever been the like, 

Neither shall there be any more after them, 

Even to the years of many generations. 

A fire devoureth before them; 

And behind them a flame burneth: 

The land is as the garden of Eden before them, 

And behind them a desolate wilderness; 

Yea, and none hath escaped them. 

The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; 
And as horsemen, so do they run. 

Like the noise of chariots on the tops of the mountains do they leap, 
Like the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble; 
As a strong people set in battle array. 

At their presence the peoples are in anguish; 

All faces are waxed pale; 

They run like mighty men; 

They climb upon the wall like men of war; 

And they march every one on his ways. 
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And they break not their ranks; 

They march every one in his path; 

They burst through the weapons of the enemy; 
And turn not from their course. 

They leap upon the city; 

They run upon the walls; 

They climb upon the houses; 

They enter in at the windows like a thief. 

The earth quaketh before them; 

The heavens tremble: 

The sun and the moon are darkened, 

And the stars withdraw their shining. 

And the Lord uttereth his voice before his army; 
For his camp is very great; 

For he is strong and executeth his word: 

For the Day of the Lord is great and very terrible; 
And who can abide it? 


THE LORD WILL PARDON 


(If the people turn from evil and repent, and worship him in the true spirit, the Lord will 

not send this terrible army of vengeance upon them.) 

Yet even now, saith the Lord, 

Turn ye unto me with all your heart, 

And with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: 

Rend your heart and not your garments, 

And turn unto the Lord your God: 

For he is gracious and full of compassion, 

Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy, 

And repenteth him of the evil. 


A PROPHECY OF PLENTY 


(The plea of the prophet was effective. The people repented, and their prophet promised 

that the Lord would not only forgive his people, but would bless them with abundance.) 

Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, 

And ye shall be satisfied therewith: 

And I will no more make you a reproach among the nations: 

But I will remove far off from you the northern army, 

And will drive him into a land barren and desolate, 

His vanguard into the eastern sea, 

And his rearguard into the western sea. 


Fear not, O land, be glad and rejoice. 
For the Lord hath done great things. 
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Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: 

For the pastures of the wilderness do spring, 

For the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield 
their strength. 

Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: 

For he giveth you the former rain in just measure, 

And he causeth to come down for you the rain, 

The former rain and the latter rain, in the first month. 

And the floors shall be full of wheat, 

And the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 

And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, 

The cankerworm, and the caterpillar, and the palmerworm, 

My great army which I sent among you. 

And ye shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 

And ye shall praise the name of the Lord your God, 

That hath dealt wondrously with you: 

And my people shall never be ashamed. 

And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 

And that I am the Lord your God, and there is none else: 

And my people shall never be ashamed. 


And it shall come to pass afterward, 

That I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; 

And your sons and daughters shall prophesy, 

Your old men shall dream dreams, 

Your young men shall see visions: 

And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days 
Will I pour out my spirit. 


NAHUM 


(Nineveh was the capital city of the great empire of Assyria. It was, to the Hebrews, 
the expression of all the power and cruelty and bloodthirstiness of that mighty and oppressive 
empire. Thestory of the barbaric savagery of this empire almost passes belief. The monu- 
ments of Assyria are its own strongest accusing witnesses. They show pictures of captives 
of war whose eyes are being put out, who are being skinned alive, who are suffering ali the 
tortures that a savage imagination can invent. Any such torture might come to any He- 
brew taken in war. Is it any wonder that the people not only dreaded, but bitterly hated, 
this city? Is it strange that they thought Jehovah would certainly overthrow it? Nahum, 
in a poetic prophecy of great vigor and vividness, pictures the overthrow, and exults in the 
fall of the great, rich, cruel city. That fall came, at the hands of the Medes and Baby- 
lonians, in about 608 B.C. Since that time, Nineveh has remained in ruins, and is to-day 
buried under the sand hills of the desert.) 


THE GOODNESS AND THE GREATNESS OF THE LORD 


The Lord is a jealous God and avengeth; the Lord avengeth and is full 
of wrath; the Lord taketh vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth 
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wrath for his enemies. The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, 
and will by no means clear the guilty: the Lord hath his way in the 
whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet. He 
rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan 
languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth. The 
mountains quake at him, and the hills melt; and the earth is upheaved 
at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. Who can 
stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness of his 
anger? his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are broken asunder by 
him. The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he 
knoweth them that put their trust in him. But with an overrunning 
flood he will make a full end of the place thereof, and will pursue his — 
enemies into darkness. What do ye imagine against the Lord? he will 
make a full end: affliction shall not rise up the second time. For though 
they be like tangled thorns, and be drenched as it were in their drink, 
they shall be devoured utterly as dry stubble. There is one gone forth 
out of thee, that imagineth evil against the Lord, that counselleth wick- 
edness. 

Thus saith the Lord: Though they be in full strength, and likewise 
many, even so shall they be cut down, and he shall pass away. 

Though I have afflicted thee, I will afflict thee no more. And now will 
I break his yoke from off thee, and will burst thy bonds in sunder. 

And the Lord hath given commandment concerning thee, that no more 
of thy name be sown: out of the house of thy gods will I cut off the graven 
image and the molten image; I will make thy grave; for thou art vile. 

Behold, upon the mountains the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
That publisheth peace! 


THE DOOM OF NINEVEH 


(In describing the doom of Nineveh, the writer draws one of the most vivid pictures of 

war that was ever written.) 

The Hammer is come up to thy face! 

Hold the rampart! Keep watch on the way! 

Brace the loins! Pull thyself firmly together! 

The shields of the heroes are red, 

The warriors are in scarlet; 

Like fire is the shining of his chariots in the day of his muster, 

And the horsemen are prancing. 

Through the markets rage chariots, 

They tear across the squares; 

The look of them is like torches, 

Like lightnings they dart to and fro. 
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And now they flee. “Stand, stand!” but there is none to rally. 
Plunder silver, plunder gold! 

Infinite treasures, mass of all precious things! 

Void and devoid and desolate is she. 

Melting hearts and shaking knees, 

And anguish in all loins, 

And nothing but faces full of black fear. 

Where is the Lion’s den, 

And the young lion’s feeding ground? 

Whither has the Lion retreated, 

The whelps of the Lion with none to make afraid: 
The Lion who tore enough for his whelps, 

And strangled for his lionesses? 

And he filled his pits with prey, 

And his dens with rapine. 

Lo, Lamy at- thee; 

I will put up thy lair in flames, 

The sword shall devour thy young lions; 

I will cut off the earth from thy rapine, 

And the noise of thine envoys shall no more be heard. 


Woe to the City of Blood, 
All of her guile, robbery full, ceaseless rapine! 


Hark the whip, 

And the rumbling of the wheel, 

And horses galloping, 

And the rattling dance of the chariot! 
Cavalry at the charge, and flash of sabres, 
And lightning of lances, 

Mass of slain and weight of corpses, 

They stumble on their dead! 


All thy fortresses are fig trees with figs early ripe: 
Be they shaken they fall on the mouth of the eater. 
Lo, thy folk are but women in thy midst: 

To thy foes the gates of thy land fly open; 

Fire has devoured thy bars. 

Draw water for the siege, strengthen thy forts! 

Get thee down to the mud, and tramp in the clay! 
Grip fast the brick mould! 

There fire consumes thee, the sword cuts thee off! 


Asleep are thy shepherds, O king of Assyria, 
Thy nobles do slumber; 
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Thy people are strewn on the mountains, 

Without any to gather. 

There is no healing of thy wreck, 

Fatal thy wound. 

All who hear of thy fall shall clap their hands at thee, 

For upon whom hath not thy cruelty passed without ceasing?* 


HABAKKUK 


(The little book of Habakkuk was written just before the fall of Jerusalem. This 
prophet is dealing with a problem new to Israel. It was, Why do the righteous suffer and 
the wicked prosper? It came from the rapid rise of the great, cruel empire of Babylon. 
Assyria had fallen, but instead of Israel being free as the people had expected they would be 
when Assyria was out of the way, it found itself under the power of the new Babylonian 
government. Why did God allow this? the people asked, in sad despair at the hopeless 
political situation. The prophet Habakkuk attempted to answer the question. He called 
himself a watchman, set to see if God would not answer this question. And the answer 
comes. It is inasort of enigma: ‘ Behold, his soul is puffed up, it is not upright within him; 
but the just shall live by his faith.” Then the rest of the book is the expansion of the 
thought of this enigma. And what is its meaning? It could be expressed somewhat in 
this way: ‘Be patient; hold faith in God. In faith in him is the promise of life. _Wicked- 
ness contains the germs of its own destruction, and will inevitably fall. Wait and you will 
see that this is so.’’) 


WARNINGS OF THE WATCHMAN 


I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will look 
forth to see what he will speak with me, and what I shall answer concerning 
my complaint. 

And the Lord answered me, and said, “‘ Write the vision, and make it 
plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet 
for the appointed time, and it hasteth toward the end, and shall not lie: 
though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not delay. 
Behold, his soul is puffed up, it is not upright in him: but the just shall 
live by his faith.” 

Woe to him that getteth an evil gain for his house, that he may set his 
nest on high, that he may be delivered from the hand of evil! Thou hast 
consulted shame to thy house, by cutting off many peoples, and hast 
sinned against thy soul. For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the 
beam out of the timber shall answer it. 

Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and stablisheth a city by 
iniquity! Behold, is it not of the Lord of hosts that the peoples labour 
for the fire, and the nations weary themselves for vanity? For the earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea. 

Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink. 

What profiteth the graven image, that the maker thereof hath graven 


* This translation is,in part, that of George Adam Smith. 


TIBERIAS FROM THE HOSPITAL 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


This picture shows the landward side of the little Galilean town; rather squalid and 
poor, but typical of the Eastern towns, and one of the few populous places on the lake, 
which once teemed with activity. ‘The ‘Baths of Tiberius’ lie a mile from the south end 
of the ancient wall. Amidst all the wreckage of fortune and of name with which this coast 
is strewn, these springs, ministering to the changeless sorrows of humanity, have alone 
preserved their reputation and their name. Patients come to them from all parts of Syria, 
chiefly in June and July, when the neighborhood is crowded. Our Lord paid no visit to this 
spring as he did to the pool of Bethesda, but the patients that were brought to it from all 
parts of Syria doubtless swelled the great numbers who were laid at his feet. There is now, 
for his sake, in Tiberias a hospital, that of the Medical Mission of the Free Church of 
Scotland.”—Smith. 
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it; the molten image, and the teacher of lies, that the maker of his work 
trusteth therein, to make dumb idols? Woe unto him that saith to the 
wood, ““Awake;” to the dumb stone, “Arise!’”’ Shall this teach? Be- 
hold, it is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in 
the midst of it. But the Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep 
silence before him. 


Amon he Ole Hi PROPHET 


O Lord, I have heard the report of thee, and am afraid: 
O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years, 

In the midst of the years make it known; 

In wrath remember mercy. 


God came from Teman, 

And the Holy One from mount Paran. 
His glory covered the heavens, 

And the earth was full of his praise. 

And his brightness was as the light; 

He had rays coming forth from his hand: 
And there was the hiding of his power. 
Before him went the pestilence, 

And fiery bolts went forth at his feet. 

He stood, and measured the earth; 

He beheld, and drove asunder the nations: 
And the eternal mountains were scattered, 
The everlasting hills did bow; 

His goings were as of old. 


I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction: 

The curtains of the land of Midian did tremble. 
Was the Lord displeased against the rivers? 
Was thine anger against the rivers, 

Or thy wrath against the sea, 

That thou didst ride upon thine horses, 

Upon thy chariots of salvation? 

Thy bow was made quite bare; 

The oaths to the tribes were a sure word. 

Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers. 


The mountains saw thee, and were afraid; 
The tempest of waters passed by: 

The deep uttered his voice, 

And lifted up his hands on high. 
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The sun and moon stood still in their habitation; 
At the light of thine arrows as they went, 
At the shining of thy glittering spear. 


Thou didst march through the land in indignation, 

Thou didst thresh the nations in anger. 

Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, 

For the salvation of thine anointed; 

Thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked, 
Laying bare the foundation even unto the neck. 

Thou didst pierce with his own staves the head of his warriors: 
They came as a whirlwind to scatter me: 

Their rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly. 

Thou didst tread the sea with thine horses, 

The heap of mighty waters. 


I heard, and my belly trembled, 

My lips quivered at the voice; 

Rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in my place: 
That I should rest in the day of trouble, 

When it cometh up against the people which invadeth him in troops. 
For though the fig tree shall not blossom, 

Neither shall fruit be in the vines; 

The labour of the olive shall fail, 

And the fields shall yield no meat; 

The flock shall be cut off from the fold, 

And there shall be no herd in the stalls: 

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 

I will joy in the God of my salvation. 

Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength, 

And he maketh my feet like hinds’ feet, 

And will make me to walk upon mine high places. 


ZECHARIAH 


Nothing is known of the personality or history of Zechariah. Most of his prophecy is in 
the form of a series of visions, whose meaning as a whole is that God is guiding in the history 
of the world, and will make Israel glorious by and by, in spite of its present low estate.) 


In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the 
Lord unto Zechariah the prophet, saying, “The Lord hath been sore 
displeased with your fathers. Therefore say thou unto them, ‘Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts: Return unto me saith the Lord of hosts, and 
I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. Be ye not as your fathers, 
unto whom the former prophets cried, saying, Thus saith the Lord of 
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hosts, Return ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: 
but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the Lord. Your 
fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever? But 
my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, 
did they not overtake your fathers? and they turned and said, Like as the 
Lord of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according 
to our doings, so hath he dealt with us.’”’ 


THE VISION OF THE HORSEMEN IN THE GLEN 


I saw in the night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he 
stood among the myrtle trees that were in the glen; and behind him there 
were horses, red, sorrel, and white. Then said I, ““O my lord, what are 
these?”’ And the angel that talked with me said urto me, “I will shew 
thee what these are.” And the man that stood among the myrtle trees 
answered and said, “These are they whom the Lord hath sent to walk to 
and fro through the earth.’”” And they answered the angel of the Lord 
that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, “‘We have walked to and fro 
through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest.” 
Then the angel of the Lord answered and said, “‘O Lord of hosts, how long 
wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against 
which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years?’”’ And 
the Lord answered the angel that talked with me kind words and comfort- 
ing. So the angel that talked with me said unto me, “Cry thou, saying, 
‘Thus saith the Lord of hosts: I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion 
with a great jealousy. And I am very sore displeased with the nations 
that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward 
the affliction. Therefore thus saith the Lord: I am returned to Jerusalem 
with mercies; my house shall be built in it, saith the Lord of hosts, and 
a line shall be stretched forth over Jerusalem. Cry yet again, saying, 
‘Thus saith the Lord of hosts: My cities shall yet overflow with prosper- 
ity and the Lord shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem.’ ”’ 


THE VISION OF THE CITY OF PEACE 


And I lifted up mine eyes and saw, and behold a man with a measuring 
line in his hand. Then said I, “Whither goest thou?” And he said unto 
me, “To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what 
is the length thereof.”’ And, behold, the angel that talked with me went 
forth, and another angel went out to meet him, and said unto him, “Run, 
speak to this young man, saying, ‘Jerusalem shall be inhabited as villages 
without walls, by reason of the multitude of men and cattle therein. For 
I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and I will be 


the glory in the midst of her.’ 
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«Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell 
in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. And many nations shall join them- 
selves to the Lord in that day, and shall be my people: and [ will dwell 
in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath 
sent me unto thee. And the Lord shall inherit Judah as his portion in 
the holy land, and shall yet choose Jerusalem. Be silent, all flesh, before 
the Lord: for he is waked up out of his holy habitation.’”’ 


THE VISION OF THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICK 


And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man 
that is wakened out of his sleep. And he said unto me, “What seest 
thou?’”’ And I said, ‘‘I have seen, and behold, a candlestick all of gold, 
with its bowl upon the top of it, and its seven lamps thereon; there are 
seven pipes to each of the lamps, which are upon the top thereof: and two 
olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon 
the left side thereof.” 

And I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, 
“What are these, my lord?” Then the angel that talked with me 
answered and said unto me, “‘Knowest thou not what these are?” And 
I said, “‘No, my lord.’”’ Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, 
“This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, “Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. Who art thou, 
O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he 
shall bring forth the top stone with shoutings of Grace, grace, unto it.’”’ 
Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, ‘‘The hands of 
Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also 
finish it; and thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto 
you. For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall 
rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel.” 


THE VISION OF THE FLYING BOOK 


(The flying book or roll is the vengeance of God, which flies into the house of the evil- 
doer like a great bird, and roosts there and destroys it.) 


Then again I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and behold, a book flying. 
And he said unto me, ‘What seest thou?’”’ And I answered, “I see a book 
flying; the length thereof is twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof ten 
cubits.” 

Then said he unto me, “This is the curse that goeth forth over the face 
of the whole land: for every thief shall be purged away from hence; and 
every perjurer is hereby purged from hence. I will cause it to go forth, 
saith the Lord of hosts, and it shall enter into the house of the thief, and 
into the house of him that sweareth falsely by my name: and it shall 
roost in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with its beams and 
its stones.” 
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THE VISION OF THE WOMAN IN THE BARREL 


(The prophet sees Wickedness as a woman who is in a barrel measure. She is pushed 
down into it, the leaden cover is put on, and she is carried away out of the land.) 

And the angel of Jehovah who spake with me came forward and spake 
to me and said to me, “Lift now thine eyes and see what this is that comes 
forth.” 

And I said, “‘ What is it?” 

And he said, “This is a barrel coming forth.” 

And he said, ‘‘ This is their transgression in all the land.” 

And behold, the round leaden top was lifted off, and lo, a woman sitting 
inside the barrel. 

And he said, “This is Wickedness,”’ and he thrust her back into the 
barrel, and thrust the leaden cover upon the mouth of it. And I lifted 
up mine eyes and looked, and lo, two women came forth with the wind in 
their wings, and they bore the barrel betwixt earth and heaven. 

And I said to the angel that talked with me, “Whither do they carry 
the barrel?”’ 

And he said to me, “To build it a house in the land of Shinar, that it 
may be fixed and brought to rest there in a place of its own.” 


THE VISION OF THE CHARIOTS OF THE FOUR WINDS 


(The four chariots of the four winds go forth to guard the boundaries of the land from all 
threatening foes.) 

And again I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and behold, there came four 
chariots out from between two mountains; and the mountains were 
mountains of brass. In the first chariot were red horses; and in the second 
chariot black horses; and in the third chariot white horses; and in the 
fourth chariot dappled bay horses. 

Then I answered and said unto the angel that talked with me, ‘What 
are these, my lord?”’ 

And the angel answered and said unto me, “These are the four winds of 
heaven, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth.” 
The chariot wherein are the black horses goeth forth toward the north 
country; and the white went forth after them; and the dappled went 
forth toward the south country. And the bay went forth, and sought 
to go that they might walk to and fro through the earth: and he said, 
“‘Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth.’’ So they walked to 
and fro through the earth. 


MALACHI 


(Malachi wrote after the Exile. The temple, whose building Haggai had urged, was 
erected; but the people were already tired of its service. ‘‘ What a weariness it is!” they 
said. They brought worthless animals for sacrifice, and would do nothing in the temple 
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except for pay. Malachi denounced their selfishness, but. said that if they would turn to 
God, he would still be ready to bless them. _ Malachi’s writing 1s less poetical in style than 
that of most of the prophets, but he speaks in a very plain, straightforward fashion.) 


“Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: 
and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple; and the 
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in, behold, he cometh,” saith 
the Lord of hosts. “But who may abide the day of his coming? and who 
shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ 
soap: and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he shall purify 
the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver; and they shall offer 
unto the Lord offerings in righteousness. Then shall the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in 
ancient years. And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be 
a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against perjurers, and against 
those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, 
and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me,” saith 
the Lord of hosts. “For I the Lord change not; therefore ye, O sons of 
Jacob, are not consumed. 

“From the days of your fathers ye have turned aside from mine ordi- 
nances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto 
you,” saith the Lord of hosts. ‘‘But ye say ‘How then shall we return?’ 
Will a man rob God? yet yerob me. But yesay, ‘Wherein have we robbed 
thee?’ In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with the curse; for ye 
rob me, even this whole nation. Bring ye the whole tithe into the store- 
house, that there may be food in mine house, and prove me now herewith,” 
saith the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. 
And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy 
the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the 
time in the field,” saith the Lord of hosts. ‘And all nations shall call 
you happy: for ye shall be a delightsome land,” saith the Lord of hosts. 

“Your words have been stout against me,” saith the Lord. “Yet ye 
say, ‘Wherein have we spoken against thee?’ Ye have said, ‘It is vain to 
serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his charge, and that 
we have walked as mourners before the Lord of hosts? And now we call 
the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are built up; yea, they 
tempt God, and are delivered.’”’ 

Then they that feared the Lord spake one with another: and the Lord 
hearkened, and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before 
him, for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name. 
“And they shall be mine,” saith the Lord of hosts, “in the day that I make 
up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son 
that serveth him.” 


Selections from the Rew 
Cestament 


ele 


Che Christian Life and Service 


These selections from the Epistles are not in poctic form, but they are given here because 
they are, in a way, the culmination of the lofty and inspiring thought of the Bible. Not 
only do they treat of the great themes of life and death, but they treat of them in the most 
solemn and impressive manner. They are like organ music, not pleasing the ear by the 
delicacy of rhythm, not having the rhyme and melody of lyric verse, but moving with 
grandeur and sublimity of thought in the higher ranges of being. Thus they form the fitting 
climax for all the wealth of song and story which precedes them. 


PAUL’S EPISTLES 


The letters of a man tell us more about him than any books he could write. Now Paul 
never wrote any books; but he wrote many letters. Some were to the churches he had 
founded; some to his fellow workers. Some of these letters were preserved and are in the 
Bible under the name of Epistles. Even in these letters others are mentioned which are not 
preserved. Wehave two letters to the Corinthian Church, but in them Paul mentions other 
letters which he wrote to that church. In the letter to the Colossian Church, he mentions 
a letter to the church at Laodicea, a city near to Colosse. It is fair to suppose that many 
other letters have also been lost. Probably the best and most important of his letters were 
preserved. These letters are the outcome of long thought. They were on subjects that Paul 
had considered for many years. The writing of the letters, however, was often the work 
of a short time, and their expression is not smooth and polished and carefully wrought. 
Sometimes, as in the case of Galatians, the letter was written because of a situation which 
he felt demanded immediate attention. Sometimes, as in the case of I Corinthians, he 
replied to letters of questions that had been sent to him from the churches. Sometimes, as 
in the case of Philippians, the letter was called out in thanks for the kindness of the church. 
The most important letter, Romans, was written to prepare the church, which he had never 
visited, for his expected coming to them. In every case—it is always true of letters—the 
occasion of the letter largely determines its style and tone, but in all cases the spontaneity 
of the letter-writer is seen. Paul dictated or wrote his letters hurriedly. He cared less for 
style than for thought. Vigor and force mark his writing. He did not try to imitate the 
graces of the rhetorician. He did not always follow out a topic to the end. He some- 
times began a sentence in one way and finished it in another. _He sometimes began a sen- 
tence, and, going off to another topic, never finished it at all. He is not always easy reading. 
But these evidences of a free, spontaneous writing are only occasional. The greater part of 
the letters of Paul are very clear, simple, forceful statements of what he wishestosay. 

Paul was not merely a Jew. He was a citizen of the great world of the Roman empire. 
He had been brought up in a city where Greek culture and civilization were very flourishing. 
His travels brought him into contact with all the varying forms of Greek life. He visited 
Athens. He made long stays in Corinth, where the commerce of the world crowded the 
docks, and sailors and merchants from all parts of the great empire were to be met in the 
streets. He lived for nearly three years in the great city of Ephesus, where the courtiers of 
the governor of the province, fresh from all the latest fashions of Rome, jostled the priests 
of the great temple of Diana, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. Before the end 
of his life he was a prisoner in Rome itself, the one city into which all the world poured its 
representatives, where the fair-haired men from distant Britain in the North met the dusky 
Ethiopian from Africa, and the Spaniard from the Atlantic coast walked the street with the 
Scythian from the distant East. Paul the prisoner lived for two whole years in his own 
hired house, and had permission to receive all who came to him. During this time, and for 
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two years of previous imprisonment, he was in daily contact with the Roman soldiery. 
This cosmopolitan man, with his wide experience of many phases of Roman and Greek life, 
has dropped here and there in his writings many pictures from the civilization with which he 
was in touch. He used it to illustrate the Christian life. The athlete in the theater gave 
him a picture of the earnest, eager strife of the Christian. The soldier with his clanging 
armor suggested to him the armor by which a Christian. might meet his foes. The temples 
that studded every great town taught him how the Christian was himself the temple of the 
living God. Thus it happens that the most lasting memorial, the most widely read allusions, 
to the great civilization of Greece and Rome come from this wandering preacher of an 
obscure faith who at last was a despised prisoner at Rome. _ How it would have astonished 
the crowds at Ephesus who shouted, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” to be told that 
their great temple and their goddess herself would be known to most people in the world 
only because of their connection with the life of this man Paul whom they wanted to put 
out of the way! It was a wonderful civilization in the midst of which Paul lived, and a very 
bustling, active, self-important world through which he moved, but the most permanent 
things in it were by no means the things that seemed to most people of the time to be the 
greatest. 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. And be not fashioned according to this world: but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what 
is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

For I say, through the grace that was given me, to every man that is 
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; 
but so to think as to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to each 
man a measure of faith. For even as we have many members in one body, 
and all the members have not the same office: so we, who are many, are 
one body in Christ, and severally members one of another. And having 
gifts differing according to the grace that was given to us, whether 
prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of our faith; or 
ministry, let us give ourselves to our ministry; or he that teacheth, to his 
teaching; or he that exhorteth, to his exhorting: he that giveth, let him 
do it with liberality; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth 
mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that 
which is evil; cleave to that which is good. In love of the brethren be 
tenderly affectioned one to another; in honour preferring one another; 
in diligence not slothful; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; rejoicing in 
hope; patient- in tribulation; continuing stedfastly in prayer; com- 
municating to the necessities of the saints; given to hospitality. Bless 
them that persecute you; bless, and curse not. Rejoice with them that 
rejoice; weep with them that weep. Be of the same mind one toward 
another. Set not your mind on high things, but condescend to things 
that are lowly. Be not wise in your own conceits. Render to no man 
evil for evil. Take thought for things honourable in the sight of all men. 
If it be possible, as much as in you lieth, be at peace with all men. Avenge 
not yourselves, beloved, but give place unto wrath: for it is written, 
“Vengeance belongeth unto me; I will recompense,” saith the Lord. But 


if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him to drink: for in so 
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doing thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head. Be not overcome of 
evil, but overcome evil with good. —Romans 12. 


Owe no man anything, save to love one another: for he that loveth his 
neighbour hath fulfilled the law. For this, “Thou shalt not commit 
adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not covet,” 
and if there be any other commandment, it is summed up in this word, 
namely, “Thou shalt love they neighbour as thyself.’”’ Love worketh no 
ill to his neighbour: love therefore is the fulfilment of the law. 

And this, knowing the season, that now it is high time for you to awake 
out of sleep: for now is salvation nearer to us than when we first believed. 
The night is far spent, and the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the 
works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk 
honestly, as in the day; not in revelling and drunkenness, not in chamber- 
ing and wantonness, not in strife and jealousy. But put ye on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

—Romans 13: 8-14. 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour 
thy father and mother (which is the first commandment with promise), 
that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. 

—Ephesians 6: 1-3. 

For none of us liveth to himself, and none dieth to himself. For 
whether we live, we live unto the Lord; or whether we die, we die unto 
the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s. For to 
this end Christ died, and lived again, that he might be Lord of both the 
dead and the living. But thou, why dost thou judge thy brother? or thou 
again, why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand 
before the judgment-seat of God. For it is written, 

As I live, saith the Lord, to me every knee shall bow, 
And every tongue shall confess to God. 

So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God. 

Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge ye this 
rather, that no man put a stumblingblock in his brother’s way, or an 
occasion of falling. I know, and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that 
nothing is unclean of itself: save that to him who accounteth anything to 
be unclean, to him it is unclean. For if because of meat thy brother is 
grieved, thou walkest no longer in love. Destroy not with thy meat him 
for whom Christ died. Let not then your good be evil spoken of: for 
the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. —Romans 14: 7-17. 


I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therein to be content. I know 
how to be abased, and I know also how to abound: in everything and in all 
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things have I learned the secret both to be filled and to be hungry, both 
to abound and to be in want. I can do all things in him that strengtheneth 
me. —Philipprans 4: 11, 12. 


I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beseech you to walk worthily of 
the calling wherewith ye were called, with all lowliness and meekness, 
with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; giving diligence to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and 
one Spirit, even as also ye were called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, 
and through all, and in all. But unto each one of us was the grace given 
according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, 


When he ascended on high, he led captivity captive, 

And gave gifts unto men. 
And he gave some to be apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evan- 
gelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, 
unto the work of ministering, unto the building up of the body of Christ: 
till we all attain unto the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ: that we may be no longer children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in 
craftiness, after the wiles of error; but speaking truth in love, may grow 
up in all things into him, which is the head, even Christ; from whom all 
the body fitly framed and knit together through that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the working in due measure of each several part, 
maketh the increase of the body unto the building up of itself in love. 

—E'phesians 4: 1-16. 


Wherefore, putting away falsehood, speak ye truth each one with his 
neighbour: for we are members one of another. Be ye angry, and sin 
not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: neither give place to the 
devil. Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, 
working with his hands the thing that is good, that he may have whereof 
to give to him that hath need. Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your 
mouth, but such as is good for edifying as the need may be, that it may 
give grace to them that hear. And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, in 
whom ye were sealed unto the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and railing, be put away from you, 
with all malice: and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
each other, even as God also in Christ forgave you. 

—FH'phesians 4: 25-32. 

Now we that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and 
not to please ourselves. Let each one of us please his neighbour for that 
which is good, unto edifying. For Christ also pleased not himself; but, 
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as it is written, “The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell upon 
me.” —Romans 15: 1-3. 


But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, meekness, temperance: against such there is no 
law. And they that are of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with the 
passions and the lusts thereof. 

If we live by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us also walk. Let us not be 
vainglorious, provoking one another, envying one another. 

Brethren, even if a man be overtaken in any trespass, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of meekness; looking to thyself, 
lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil 
the law of Christ. For if a man thinketh himself to be something, when 
he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. But let each man prove his own 
work, and then shall he have his glorying in regard of himself alone, and 
not of his neighbour. For each man shall bear his own burden. 

But let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that 
teacheth in all good things. Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth 
unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth 
unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not be 
weary in well-doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. So 
then, as we have opportunity, let us work that which is good toward all 
men, and especially toward them that are of the household of the faith. 

—Galatians 5: 22-6: 10. 


But we beseech you, brethren, to know them that labour among you, 
and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem them 
exceeding highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at peace among your- 
selves. And we exhort you, brethren, admonish the disorderly, encourage 
the fainthearted, support the weak, be longsuffering toward all. See 
that none render unto any one evil for evil; but alway follow after that 
which is good, one toward another, and toward all. Rejoice alway; 
pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks: for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus to you-ward. Quench not the Spirit; despise not 
prophesyings; prove all things; hold fast that which is good; abstain 
from every form of evil. —I Thessalonians 5: 12-22. 


Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honourable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

—Philippians 4: 8. 
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THE GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD 


If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, 
I am become sounding brass, or a clanging cymbal. And if I have the 
gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
And if I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and if I give my body to 
be burned, but have not love, it profiteth me nothing. Love suffereth 
long, and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed 
up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its own, is not provoked, 
taketh not account of evil; rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, but rejoiceth 
with the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things. Love never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, 
they shall be done away; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; 
whether there be knowledge, it shall be done away. For we know in part, 
and we prophesy in part: but when that which is perfect is come, that 
which is in part shall be done away. When I was a child, I spake as a 
child, I felt as a child, I thought as a child: now that I am become a man, 
I have put away childish things. For now we see in a mirror, darkly; 
but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as 
also I have been known. But now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; 
and the greatest of these is love. —I Corinthians 18. 


THE CHRISTIAN ATHLETE 


What then is my reward? That, when I preach the gospel, I may 
make the gospel without charge, so as not to use to the full my right in the 
gospel. For though I was free from all men, I brought myself under 
bondage to all, that I might gain the more. And to the Jews I became as 
a Jew, that I might gain Jews; to them that are under the law, as under 
the law, not being myself under the law, that I might gain them that are 
under the law; to them that are without law, as without law, not being 
without law to God, but under law to Christ, that I might gain them that 
are without law. To the weak I became weak, that I might gain the weak: 
I am become all things to all men, that I may by all means save some. 
And I do all things for the gospel’s sake, that I may be a joint partaker 
thereof. Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one 
receiveth the prize? Even so run, that ye may attain. And every man 
that striveth in the games is temperate in all things. Now they do it to 
receive a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, 
as not uncertainly; so fight I, as not beating the air: but I buffet my 
body, and bring it into bondage: lest by any means, after that I have 
preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 

—I Corinthians 9: 24-27. 


CORNER OF THE PARTHENON 


“The glorious temple which rose in the proudest period of Athenian history to the 
honor of Minerva and which ages of war and decay have only partly defaced. The sculp- 
tures on one of the pediments represented the birth of the goddess; those on the other 
depicted her contest with Neptune. Under the outer cornice were groups exhibiting the 
victories achieved by her champions. Round the inner frieze was the long series of the 
Panathenaic procession. Within was the colossal statue of ivory and gold, the work of 
Phidias.”’ 
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Therefore let us also, seeing we are compassed about with so great 
a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising shame, and hath sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. —Hebrews 12: 1, 2. 


With freedom did Christ set us free: stand fast therefore, and be not 
entangled again in a yoke of bondage. Ye were running well; who did 
hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? This persuasion came not 
of him that calleth you. A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 

—Galatians 5: 1, 7-9. 


THE CHRISTIAN TEMPLE 


According to the grace of God which was given unto me, as a wise 
masterbuilder I laid a foundation; and another buildeth thereon. But 
let each man take heed how he buildeth thereon. For other foundation 
can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. But if any 
man buildeth on the foundation gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, 
stubble; each man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare 
it, because it is revealed in fire; and the fire itself shall prove each man’s 
work of what sort it is. Jf any man’s work shall abide which he built 
thereon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he 
shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as through fire. 

—I Corinthians 3: 10-15. 


So then ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow- 
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God, being built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
chief corner stone; in whom each several building, fitly framed together, 
groweth into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also are builded 
together for a habitation of God in the Spirit. | —EKH>phesians 2: 19-22. 


For we are God’s fellow-workers: ye are God’s husbandry, God’s 
building. —TI Corinthians 3: 9. 


Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you? If any man destroyeth the temple of God, him shall 
God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. 

—TI Corinthians 3: 16, 17. 


For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father, from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth is named, that he would grant you, according 
to the riches of his glory, that ye may be strengthened with power through 
his Spirit in the inward man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
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through faith; to the end that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be strong to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge, that ye may be filled unto all the fulness of God. 
—Ephesians 3: 14-19. 
Now to him that is able to stablish you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which 
hath been kept in silence through times eternal, but now is manifested, 
and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of 
the eternal God, is made known unto all the nations unto obedience of 
faith; to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 
for ever. Amen. —Romans 16: 25-27. 


O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of 
God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past tracing out! 
For who hath known the mind of the Lord or who hath been his counsellor? 
or who hath first given to him, and it shall be reeompensed unto him again? 
For of him, and through him, and unto him, are all things. To him be the 


glory for ever. Amen. —Romans 11: 33-36. 
Now unto the King eternal, incorruptible, invistble, the only Got, be 
Honour and glorp for ever and ever. Amen. —I Timothy 1: 17. 


THE CHRISTIAN WARRIOR 


But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake 
you as a thief: for ye are all sons of light, and sons of the day: we are not 
of the night, nor of darkness; so then let us not sleep, as do the rest, but 
let us watch and be sober. For they that sleep, sleep in the night; and 
they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us, since we are 
of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love: and for 
a helmet, the hope of salvation. For God appointed us not unto wrath, 
but unto the obtaining of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with 
him. Wherefore exhort one another, and build each other up, even as 
also ye do. —I Thessalonians 5: 4-11. 


Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his might. Put 
on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil. For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the principalities, against the powers, against the world-rulers of this 
darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
Wherefore take up the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to with- 
stand in the evil day, and, having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, 
having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate 
of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the 


DISTANT VIEW OF CAPE SUNION FROM THE EAST 


From a photograph taken by Professor Norlin and used by his kind permission 


“When the island of Eubeea is left behind, we soon reach the southern extremity of 
Attiea—Cape Colonna—Sunion’s high promontory, still crowned with the white columns 
of that temple of Minerva which was a landmark to Greek sailors, and which asserted the 
presence of Athens at the very vestibule of her country.” 
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gospel of peace; also taking up the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 

able to quench all the fiery darts of the evil one. And take the helmet of 

salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
—E'phesians 6: 10-17. 


Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. Let 
all that ye do be done in love. —I Corinthians 16:13. 


Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier 
on service entangleth himself in the affairs of this life; that he may please 
him who enrolled him as a soldier. —II Timothy 2: 3, 4. 


But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteous- 
ness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of 
the faith, lay hold on the life eternal, whereunto thou wast called, and 
didst confess the good confession in the sight of many witnesses. 

—Timothy 6: 11, 12. 


THE HOPE OF IMMORTALITY 


Now if Christ is preached that he hath been raised from the dead, how 
say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if 
there is no resurrection of the dead, neither hath Christ been raised: and 
if Christ hath not been raised, then is our preaching vain, your faith also 
is vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we 
witnessed of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if 
so be that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, neither 
hath Christ been raised: and if Christ hath not been raised, your faith is 
vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we 
are of all men most pitiable. 

But now hath Christ been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of them 
that are asleep. For since by man came death, by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 
all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; 
then they that are Christ’s, at his coming. Then cometh the end, when 
he shall deliver up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall 
have abolished all rule and all authority and power. For he must reign, 
till he hath put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall 
be abolished is death. For, ‘‘He put all things in subjection under his 
feet.’’ But when he saith, “All things are put in subjection,” it is evident 
that he is excepted who did subject all things unto him. And when all 
things have been subjected unto him, then shall the Son also himself be 
subjected to him that did subject all things unto him, that God may be 


all in all. 
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But some one will say, ‘‘How are the dead raised? and with what 
manner of body do they come?” Thou foolish one, that which thou 
thyself sowest is not quickened, except it die: and that which thou sowest, 
thou sowest not the body that shall be, but a bare grain, it may chance of 
wheat, or of some other kind; but God giveth it a body even as it pleased 
him, and to each seed a body of its own. All flesh is not the same flesh: 
but there is one flesh of men, and another flesh of beasts, and another 
flesh of birds, and another of fishes. There are also celestial bodies, and 
bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of 
the terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the sun, and another 
glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differeth 
from another star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is 
sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: it is sown in dishonour; 
it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: it is 
sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural 
body, there is also a spiritual body. So also it is written, “‘The first man 
Adam became a living soul.’”’ The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 
Howbeit that is not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; then 
that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second 
man is of heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: 
and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. And as we 
have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly. 

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, 
I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. But when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then 
shall come to pass the saying that is written, ‘‘Death is swallowed up in 
victory. O death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting?” 
The sting of death is sin; and the power of sin is the law: but thanks be 
to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not vain in the Lord. —I Corinthians 15: 12-58. 


But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding greatness 
of the power may be of God, and not from ourselves; we are pressed on 
every side, yet not straitened; perplexed, yet not unto despair; pursued, 
yet not forsaken, smitten down, yet not destroyed; always bearing 
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about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be 
manifested in our body. For we which live are always delivered unto 
death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our 
mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. But having 
the same spirit of faith, according to that which is written, “I believed, 
and therefore did I speak”; we also believe, and therefore also we speak; 
knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also with 
Jesus, and shall present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, 
that the grace, being multiplied through the many, may cause the thanks- 
giving to abound unto the glory of God. 

Wherefore we faint not; but though our outward man is decaying, yet 
our inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which 
is for the moment, worketh for us more and more exceedingly an eternal 
weight of glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; 
but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

For we know that if the earthly house of our tabernacle be dissolved, 
we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in 
the heavens. —ITI Corinthians 4: 7-5: 1. 


If then ye were raised together with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God. Set your mind 
on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon the earth. 
For ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who 
is our life, shall be manifested, then shall ye also with him be manifested 
in glory. —Colossians 3: 1-4. 


For our citizenship is in heaven; from whence also we wait for a Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall fashion anew the body of our humiliation, 
that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, according to the 
working whereby he is able even to subject all things unto himself. 

—Philippians 3: 20, 21. 


Howbeit what things were gain to me, these have I counted loss for 
Christ. Yea verily, and I count all things to be loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I suffered the loss of 
all things, and do count them but refuse, that I may gain Christ, and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of mine own, even that which 
is of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith: that I may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, becoming conformed 
unto his death; if by any means I may attain unto the resurrection from 
the dead. Not that I have already obtained, or am already made perfect: 
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but I press on, if so be that I may apprehend that for which also I was 
apprehended by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself yet to have 
apprehended: but one thing I do, forgetting the things which are behind, 
and stretching forward to the things which are before, I press on toward 
the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let 
us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in anything 
ye are otherwise minded, even this shall God reveal unto you: only, 
whereunto we have already attained, by that same rule let us walk. 
—Philipprans 3: 7-16. 


For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed to us-ward. For 
the earnest expectation of the creation waiteth for the revealing of 
the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to vanity, not of its 
own will, but by reason of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation 
itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
liberty of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. And not 
only so, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even 
we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for our adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body. For by hope were we saved: but hope that 
is seen is not hope: for who hopeth for that which he seeth? But if we 
hope for that which we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. 

—Romans 8: 18-25. 


What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against 
us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not also with him freely give us all things? Who shall lay 
anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth; who 
is he that shall condemn? It is Christ Jesus that died, yea rather, that 
was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or anguish, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? Even as it is written, 


“For thy sake we are killed all the day long; 
We were accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”’ 


Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

—Romans 8: 31-89. 
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FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS 


[From the Epistle of James.] 


(This letter was written by James the “brother of the Lord,” who was not a follower 
during Jesus’ lifetime, but was convinced by the resurrection. He became one of the fore- 
most men of the early church, the leader of the Church at Jerusalem. He won the respect 
of all Jews in the city by his blameless character, his respect for law, and his patriotism. 
oops “Obliam,” the bulwark of the people. His martyrdom took place about 


TEMPTATION 


Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall into manifold temptations; 
knowing that the proof of your faith worketh patience. And let patience 
have its perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, lacking in 
nothing. 

But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to 
all liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him 
ask in faith, nothing doubting: for he that doubteth is like the surge of 
the sea driven by the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that 
he shall receive anything of the Lord; a doubleminded man, unstable in 
all his ways. 

But let the brother of low degree glory in his high estate: and the rich, 
in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass 
away. For the sun ariseth with the scorching wind, and withereth the 
grass; and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it 
perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his goings. 

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he hath been 
approved, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord promised to 
them that love him. Let no man say when he is tempted, “I am tempted 
of God”: for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempteth 
no man: but each man is tempted, when he is drawn away by his own 
lust, and enticed. Then the lust, when it hath conceived, beareth sin: 
and the sin, when it is fullgrown, bringeth forth death. Be not deceived, 
my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every perfect boon is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom can be no 
variation, neither shadow that is cast by turning. Of his own will he 
brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits 
of his creatures. 

PURE RELIGION 

Let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: for the 
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. Wherefore putting 
away all filthiness and overflowing of wickedness, receive with meekness 
the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of 
the word, and not hearers only, deluding your own selves. For if any one 
is a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding 
his natural face in a mirror: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth away, 
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and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But he that 
looketh into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and so continueth, being 
not a hearer that forgetteth, but a doer that worketh, this man shall be 
blessed in his doing. If any man thinketh himself to be religious, while 
he bridleth not his tongue but deceiveth his heart, this man’s religion 
is vain. Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father is this: 
to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world. 
FAITH AND WORKS 

What doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath faith, but have 
not works? can that faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and 
in lack of daily food, and one of you say unto them, “Go in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled”; and yet ye give them not the things needful to the 
body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it have not works, is dead 
in itself. Yea, a man will say, ‘‘Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew 
me thy faith apart from thy works, and I by my works will shew thee my 
faith.” 

AN UNRULY TONGUE 


Be not many teachers, my brethren, knowing that we shall receive 
heavier judgment. For in many things we allstumble. If any stumbleth 
not in word, the same is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body also. 
Now if we put the horses’ bridles into their mouths, that they may obey 
us, we turn about their whole body also. Behold, the ships also, though 
they are so great, and are driven by rough winds, are yet turned about by 
a very small rudder, whither the steersman willeth. So the tongue also is 
a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a forest 
is kindled by how small a fire! And the tongue is a fire: the world of 
iniquity among our members is the tongue, which defileth the whole 
body, and setteth on fire the course of nature, and is set on fire by hell. 
For every kind of beasts and birds, of creeping things and things in the 
sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed by mankind: but the tongue can no 
man tame; it is a restless evil, it is full of deadly poison. Therewith bless 
we the Lord and Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made 
after the likeness of God: out of the same mouth cometh forth blessing 
and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. Doth the 
fountain send forth from the same opening sweet water and bitter? can 
a fig tree, my brethren, yield olives, or a vine figs? neither can salt water 
yield sweet. 

THE PEACEABLE SPIRIT 

Who is wise and understanding among you? let him shew by his good 
life his works in meekness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter jealousy and 
faction in your heart, glory not and lie not against the truth. This 
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wisdom is not a wisdom that cometh down from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, devilish. For where jealousy and faction are, there is confusion 
and every vile deed. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without variance, without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is 
sown in peace for them that make peace. 

Whence come wars and whence come fightings among you? come they 
not hence, even of your pleasures that war in your members? Ye lust, 
and have not: ye kill, and covet, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war; 
ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye 
ask amiss, that ye may spend it in your pleasures. Whosoever therefore 
would be a friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of God. Or 
think ye that the scripture speaketh in vain? Doth the spirit which he 
made to dwell in us long unto envying? But he giveth more grace. 
Wherefore the scripture saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace 
to the humble. Be subject therefore unto God; but resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double- 
minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be 
turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in 
the sight of the Lord, and he shall exalt you. 

Speak not one against another, brethren. He that speaketh against 
a brother or judgeth his brother, speaketh against the law, and judgeth 
the law: but if thou judgest the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but 
a judge. One only is the lawgiver and judge, even he who is able to save 
and to destroy: but who art thou that judgest thy neighbour? 


RICH AND POOR 


My brethren, hoid not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory, with respect of persons. For if there come into your synagogue 
a man with a gold ring, in fine clothing, and there come in also a poor 
man in vile clothing; and ye have regard to him that weareth the fine 
clothing, and say, “‘Sit thou here in a good place’’; and ye say to the poor 
man, ‘Stand thou there, or sit under my footstool”; are ye not divided 
in your own mind, and become judges with evil thoughts? Hearken, 
my beloved brethren; did not God choose them that are poor as to the 
world to be rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he promised to 
them that love him? But ye have dishonoured the poor man. Do not 
the rich oppress you, and themselves drag you before the judgment- 
seats? Do not they blaspheme the honourable name by the which ye are 
called? Howbeit if ye fulfil the royal law, according to the scripture, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself,’ ye do well: but if ye have 
respect of persons, ye commit sin, being convicted by the law as trans- 
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gressors. For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in 
one point, he is become guilty of all. For he that said, ‘Do not commit 
adultery,” said also, “Do not kill.’ Now if thou dost not commit 
adultery, but killest, thou art become a transgressor of the law. So speak 
ye, and so do, as men that are to be judged by a law of liberty. For 
judgment is without mercy to him that hath shewed no mercy; mercy 
glorieth against judgment. 


Go to now, ye rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming 
upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. 
Your gold and your silver are rusted; and their rust shall be for a testi- 
mony against you, and shall eat your flesh as fire. Ye have laid up your 
treasure in the last days. Behold, the hire of the labourers who mowed 
your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth out: and the cries 
of them that reaped have entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 
Ye have lived delicately on the earth, and taken your pleasure; ye have 
nourished your hearts in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned, ye 
have killed the righteous one; he doth not resist you. 

Go to now, ye that say, ‘‘ To-day or to-morrow we will go into this city, 
and spend a year there, and trade, and get gain”’: whereas ye know not 
what shall be on the morrow. What is your life? For ye are a vapour, 
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. For ye ought 
to say, ‘‘If the Lord will, we shall both live, and do this or that.” But 
now ye glory in your vauntings: all such glorying is evil. To him there- 
fore that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. 

Be patient therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. Behold, 
the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient 
over it, until it receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient; 
stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

Is any among you suffering? let him pray. Is any cheerful? let him 
sing praise. 

The supplication of a righteous man availeth much in its working. 

My brethren, if any among you do err from the truth, and one convert 
him; let him know, that he which converteth a sinner from the error of 
his way shall save a soul from death, and shall cover a multitude of sins. 


THE GOSPEL OF LOVE AND OF SONSHIP 


[From the Epistles of John.] 


(The author is the apostle John the “beloved disciple.” He is said to have lived to a 
great old age an exile in the island of Patmos. Tradition says that when he was too feeble 
to wae pe was carried into the church and said over and over, “Little children love one 
another. 


Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called children of God: and such we are. For this cause 
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the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are 
we children of God, and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be. We 
know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like him; for we shall see 
him even as he is. And every one that hath this hope set on him purifieth 
himself, even as he is pure. Every one that doeth sin doeth also lawless- 
ness: and sin is lawlessness. And ye know that he was manifested to 
take away sins; and in him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth 
not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither knoweth him. 

And this is the message which we have heard from him, and announce 
unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say 
that we have fellowship with him, and walk in the darkness, we lie, and 
do not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say 
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

Beloved, no new commandment write I unto you, but an old command- 
ment which ye had from the beginning: the old commandment is the word 
which ye heard. Agairi, a new commandment write I unto you, which 
thing is true in him and in you; because the darkness is passing away, 
and the true light already shineth. He that saith he is in the light, and 
hateth his brother, is in the darkness even until now. He that loveth his 
brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in 
him. But he that hateth his brother is in the darkness, and walketh in 
the darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because the darkness 
hath blinded his eyes. 

Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is begotten of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth 
not God; for God is love. Herein was the love of God manifested in us, 
that God hath sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, 
if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. .No man hath 
beheld God at any time: if we love one another, God abideth in us, and 
his love is perfected in us: hereby know we that we abide in him, and he 
in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. And we have beheld and 
bear witness that the Father hath sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God abideth 
in him, and he in God. And we know and have believed the love which 
God hath in us. God is love; and he that abideth in love abideth in God, 
and God abideth in him. Herein is love made perfect with us, that we 
may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as he is, even so are 
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we in this world. There is no fear in love: but perfect love casteth out 
fear, because fear hath punishment; and he that feareth is not made 
perfect in love. We love, because he first loved us. If a man say, I love 
God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, cannot love God whom he hath not seen. And this 
commandment have we from him, that he who loveth God love his brother 
also. 

Marvel not, brethren, if the world hateth you. We know that we have 
passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He that 
loveth not abideth in death. 

Hereby we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, 
and do his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep 
his commandments; and his commandments are not grievous. 


SELECTIONS FROM THE APOCALYPSE 
OF JOHN 


(This book is also called the Revelation.) 


The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to shew unto his 
servants, even the things which must shortly come to pass: and he sent 
and signified it by his angel unto his servant John; who bare witness of 
the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, even of all things 
that he saw. Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words 
of the prophecy, and keep the things which are written therein: for the 
time is at hand. 

John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, 
from him which is and which was and which is to come; and from the 
seven Spirits which are before his throne; and from Jesus Christ, who is 
the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. Unto him that loveth us, and loosed us from our sins by 
his blood; and he made us to be a kingdom, to be priests unto his God 
and Father; to him be the glory and the dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Behold, he cometh with the clouds; and every eye shall see him, and 
they which pierced him; and all the tribes of the earth shall mourn over 
him. Even so, Amen. 

“T am the Alpha and the Omega,” saith the Lord God, ‘‘which is and 
which was and which is to come, the Almighty.” 

I John, your brother and partaker with you in the tribulation and 
kingdom and patience which are in Jesus, was in the isle that is called 
Patmos, for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a great voice, as of a 
trumpet saying, “What thou seest, write in a book, and send it to the 
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seven churches; unto Ephesus, and wnto Smyrna, and unto Pergamum, 
and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto 
Laodicea.”’ 

And I turned to see the voice which spake with me. And having 
turned I saw seven golden candlesticks; and in the midst of the candle- 
sticks one like unto a son of man, clothed with a garment down to the 
foot, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle. And his head 
and his hair were white as white wool, white as snow; and his eyes were 
as a flame of fire; and his feet like unto burnished brass, as if it had been 
refined in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters. And he 
had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth proceeded a sharp 
two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his 
strength. And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as one dead. 

And he laid his right hand upon me, saying, “Fear not; I am the first 
and the last, and the Living one; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive 
for evermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades. Write therefore 
the things which thou sawest, and the things which are, and the things 
which shall come to pass hereafter; the mystery of the seven stars which 
thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The 
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candle- 
sticks are seven churches. 

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write; 


THE MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN EPHESUS 


“These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, 
he that walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks: 

“T know thy works, and thy toil and patience, and that thou canst not 
bear evil men, and didst try them which call themselves apostles, and they 
are not, and didst find them false; and thou hast patience and didst bear 
for my name’s sake, and hast not grown weary. But I have this against 
thee, that thou didst leave thy first love. Remember therefore from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I come 
to thee, and will move thy candlestick out of its place, except thou repent. 
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. 
To him that overcometh, to him will I give to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the Paradise of God. 

“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write; 


THE MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA 


“These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and lived 
again: I know thy tribulation, and thy poverty (but thou art rich), and 
the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and they are not, but 
are a synagogue of Satan. Fear not the things which thou art about to 
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suffer: behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that ye 
may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life. He that hath an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. He that overcometh 
shall not be hurt of the second death. 

“And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write; 


THE MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN PERGAMUM 


“These things saith he that hath the sharp two-edged sword: I know 
where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s throne is: and thou holdest fast 
my name, and didst not deny my faith, even in the days of Antipas my 
witness, my faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwelleth. 
But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there some that 
hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a stumblingblock 
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols. Repent 
therefore; or else I come to thee quickly, and I will make war against 
them with the sword of my mouth. He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith to the churches. To him that overcometh, to him 
will I give of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and 
upon the stone a new name written, which no one knoweth but he that 
receiveth it. 

“And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write; 


THE MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN THYATIRA 


“These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like a flame of 
fire, and his feet are like unto burnished brass: I know thy works, and 
thy love and faith and ministry and patience, and that thy last works 
are more than the first. But I have this against thee, that thou sufferest 
the woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess; and she teacheth 
and seduceth my servants. 

“But to you I say, to the rest that are in Thyatira, as many as have 
not this teaching, which know not the deep things of Satan, as they say; 
I cast upon you none other burden. Howbeit that which ye have, hold 
fast till 1come. And he that overcometh, and he that keepeth my works 
unto the end, to him will I give authority over the nations: and he shall 
rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to 
shivers; as I also have received of my Father. and I will give him the 
morning star. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
to the churches. 

“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write; 


THE MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN SARDIS 
“These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the 
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seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, 
and thou art dead. Be thou watchful, and stablish the things that re- 
main, which were ready to die: for I have found no works of thine ful- 
filled before my God. Remember therefore how thou hast received and 
didst hear; and keep it, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, 
I will come as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon 
thee. But thou hast a few names in Sardis which did not defile their 
garments: and they shall walk with me in white; for they are worthy. 
He that overcometh shall thus be arrayed in white garments; and I will 
in no wise blot his name out of the book of life, and I will confess his name 
before my Father, and before his angels. He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. 
“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; 


THE MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 


“These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the 
key of David, he that openeth, and none shall shut, and that shutteth, 
and none openeth: I know thy works (behold, I have set before thee a 
door opened, which none can shut), that thou hast a little power, and 
didst keep my word, and didst not deny my name. Behold, I give of the 
synagogue of Satan, of them which say they are Jews, and they are not, 
but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, 
and to know that I have loved thee. Because thou didst keep the word 
of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of trial, that hour 
which is to come upon the whole world, to try them that dwell upon the 
earth. I come quickly: hold fast that which thou hast, that no one take 
thy crown. He that overcometh, I will make him a pillar in the temple 
of my God, and he shall go out thence no more: and I will write upon him 
the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jeru- 
salem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God, and mine own 
new name. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to 
the churches. 

“And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write; 


THE MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN LAODICEA 


“These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the begin- 
ning of the creation of God: I know thy works, that thou art neither 
cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So because thou art luke- 
warm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spew thee out of my mouth. Because 
thou sayest, I am rich, and have gotten riches, and have need of nothing; 
and knowest not that thou art the wretched one and miserable and poor 
and blind and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold refined by fire, 
that thou mayest become rich; and white garments, that thou mayest 
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clothe thyself, and that the shame of thy nakedness be not made mani- 
fest; and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see. As many 
as I love, Ireprove and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, 
I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. He 
that overcometh, I will give to him to sit down with me in my throne, as 
I also overcame, and sat down with my Father in his throne. He that 
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches.” 

After these things I saw, and behold, a door opened in heaven, and the 
first voice which I heard, a voice as of a trumpet speaking with me, one 
saying, “Come up hither, and I will shew thee the things which must 
come to pass hereafter.” 

Straightway I was in the Spirit: and behold, there was a throne set 
in heaven, and one sitting upon the throne; and he that sat was to look 
upon like a jasper stone and a sardius: and there was a rainbow round 
about the throne, like an emerald to look upon. And round about the 
throne were four and twenty thrones: and upon the thrones I saw four 
and twenty elders sitting, arrayed in white garments; and on their heads 
crowns of gold. And out of the throne proceed lightnings and voices and 
thunders. And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, 
which are the seven Spirits of God; and before the throne, as it were a 
glassy sea like unto crystal; and in the midst of the throne, and round 
about the throne, four living creatures full of eyes before and behind. 
And the first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, 
and the third creature had a face as of a man, and the fourth creature 
was like a flying eagle. 

And the four living creatures, having each one of them six wings, are 
full of eyes round about and within: and they have no rest day and night, 
saying, ‘“‘ Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God, the Almighty, which was and 
which is and which is to come.”’ 

And when the living creatures shall give glory and honour and thanks 
to him that sitteth on the throne, to him that liveth for ever and ever, 
the four and twenty elders shall fall down before him that sitteth on the 
throne, and shall worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and shall 
cast their crowns before the throne, saying, ‘‘Worthy art thou, our Lord 
and our God, to receive the glory and the honour and the power: for thou 
didst create all things, and because of thy will they were, and were created.” 

And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written 
within and on the back, close sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong 
angel proclaiming with a great voice, ‘‘Who is worthy to open the book, 
and to loose the seals thereof?” 

And no one in the heaven, or on the earth, or under the earth, was able 
to open the book, or to look thereon. 


‘TEMPLE OF APOLLO AT CORINTH 


From a photograph taken by Mr. C. P. Bill, and used by his kind permission 


The city of Corinth was once full of temples and noble buildings. On the very top of 
the Acrocorinth, the great rock which towers more than 1,800 feet above the sea, was built 
the temple of Aphrodite. The illustration shows the ruins of the temple of Apollo. Gniy 
a few such ruins remain to show the former glory of the city. 
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And I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open the book, 
or to look thereon: and one of the elders saith unto me, “Weep not: 
behold, the Lion that is of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath 
overcome, to open the book and the seven seals thereof.’ 

And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, 
and in the midst of the elders, a Lamb standing, as though it had been 
slain, having seven horns, and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 
God, sent forth into all the earth. And he came, and he taketh it out of 
the right hand of him that sat on the throne. And when he had taken 
the book, the four living creatures and the four and twenty elders fell 
down before the Lamb, having each one a harp, and golden bowls full of 
incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 

And they sing a new song, saying, ‘‘ Worthy art thou to take the book, 
and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and didst purchase 
unto God with thy blood men of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and 
nation, and madest them to be unto our God a kingdom and priests; and 
they reign upon the earth.” 

And I saw, and I heard a voice of many angels round about the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was 
ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; saying 
with a great voice, “‘Worthy is the Lamb that hath been slain to receive 
the power, and riches, and wisdom, and might, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing.’”’ And every created thing which is in the heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth, and on the sea, and all things that are in 
them, heard I saying, “Unto him that sitteth on the throne, and unto 
the Lamb, be the blessing, and the honour, and the glory, and the domin- 
ion, for ever and ever.” 

And the four living creatures said, ‘‘Amen.’”’ And the elders fell down 
and worshiped. 

And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard 
one of the four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, ‘‘Come.” 

And I saw, and behold, a white horse, and he that sat thereon had a bow; 
and there was given unto him a crown: and he came forth conquering, 
and to conquer. 

And when he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature 
saying, ‘‘Come.”’ 

And another horse came forth, a red horse: and to him that sat thereon 
it was given to take peace from the earth, and that they should slay one 
another: and there was given unto him a great sword. 

And when he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature 
saying, ““Come.” 

And I saw, and behold, a black horse; and he that sat thereon had a 
balance in his hand. And I heard as it were a voice in the midst of the 
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four living creatures saying, ‘A measure of wheat for a penny, and three 
measures of barley for a penny; and the oil and the wine hurt thou not.” 

And when he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth 
living creature saying, “Come.” 

And I saw, and behold, a pale horse: and he that sat upon him, 
his name was Death; and Hades followed with him. And there was given 
unto them authority over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, 
and with famine, and with death, and by the wild beasts of the earth. 

And when he opened the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls 
of them that had been slain for the word of God, and for the testimony 
which they held: and they cried with a great voice, saying, “ How long, 
O Master, the holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood 
on them that dwell on the earth?” 

And there was given them to each one a white robe; and it was said unto 
them, that they should rest yet for a little time, until their fellow-servants 
also and their brethren, which should be killed even as they were, should 
be fulfilled. 

And I saw when he opened the sixth seal, and there was a great earth- 
quake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the whole 
moon became as blood; and the stars of the heaven fell unto the earth, 
as a fig tree casteth her unripe figs, when she is shaken of a great wind. 
And the heaven was removed as a scroll when it is rolled up; and every 
mountain and island were moved out of their places. 

And the kings of the earth, and the princes, and the chief captains, and 
the rich, and the strong, and every bondman and freeman, hid themseives 
in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains; and they say to the moun- 
tains and to the rocks, ‘‘ Fal! on us, and hide us from the face of him that 
sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day 
of their wrath is come; and who is able to stand?” 

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, 
holding the four winds of the earth, that no wind should blow on the earth, 
or on the sea, or upon any tree. And I saw another angel ascend from the 
sunrising, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a great 
voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the 
sea, saying, “Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we 
shall have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 

And I heard the number of them which were sealed, a hundred and forty 
and four thousand, sealed out of every tribe of the children of Israel. 

After these things I saw, and behold, a great multitude, which no man 
could number, out of every nation, and of all tribes and peoples and 
tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, arrayed in white 
robes, and palms in their hands; and they cry with a great voice, saying, 
“Salvation unto our God which sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb.” 


THE ISLE OF PATMOS 


From a photograph owned by Rev. Francis E. Clark, D.D., LL.D., President of the United 
Societies of Christian Endeavor, and used by his kind permission 


The Isle of Patmos, the scene of the exile of the apostle John, is a small rocky island 
lying off the coast of Asia Minor. It is only ten miles long by six broad, and the coast line 
measures about thirty-seven miles. It consists of masses of volcanic hills rising to a height 
of over 800 feet. 
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And all the angels were standing round about the throne, and about 
the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell before the throne 
on their faces, and worshiped God, saying, ‘““Amen: Blessing, and 
glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, 
be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.” 

And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, ‘These which are 
arrayed in the white robes, who are they, and whence come they?”’ 

And I say unto him, ‘“‘ My lord, thou knowest.” 

And he said to me, ‘‘ These are they which come out of the great tribu- 
lation, and they washed their robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God; and they 
serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne 
shall spread his tabernacle over them. They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun strike upon them, nor any 
heat: for the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall be their 
shepherd, and shall guide them unto fountains of waters of life: and God 
shall wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

And I saw as it were a glassy sea mingled with fire; and them that 
come victorious from the beast, and from his image, and from the number 
of his name, standing by the glassy sea, having harps of God. And they 
sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, 
saying, “‘Great and marvellous are thy works, O Lord God, the Almighty; 
righteous and true are thy ways, thou King of the ages. Who shall not 
fear, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy; for all the 
nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy righteous acts have 
been made manifest.” 

And after these things I saw, and the temple of the tabernacle of the 
testimony in heaven was opened: and there came out from the temple 
the seven angels that had the seven plagues, arrayed with precious stones, 
pure and bright, and girt about their breasts with golden girdles. And 
one of the four living creatures gave unto the seven angels seven golden 
bowls full of the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever. And the 
temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; 
and none was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the 
seven angels should be finished. 

And I saw the heaven opened; and behold a white horse, and he that 
sat thereon, called “Faithful and True’’; and in righteousness he doth 
judge and make war. 

And his eyes are a flame of fire, and upon his head are many diadems; 
and he hath a name written, which no one knoweth but he himself. And 
he is arrayed in a garment sprinkled with blood: and his name is called 
“The Word of God.” 

And the armies which are in heaven followed him upon white horses, 
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clothed in fine linen, white and pure. And out of his mouth proceedeth a 
sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule 
them with arod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness 
of the wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his garment and on his 
thigh a name written, 


King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 


VISIONS OF THE HEAVENLY CITY 


And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the 
first earth are passed away; and the sea isno more. And I saw the holy 
city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready 
as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of the 
throne saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall 
dwell with them, and they shall be his peoples, and God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God: and he shall wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; and death shall be no more; neither shall there be mourning, 
nor crying, nor pain, any more: the first things are passed away. 

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, 
and shewed me the holy city Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God: her light was like unto a stone most pre- 
cious, as it were a jasper stone, clear as crystal: having a wall great and 
high; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names 
written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children 
of Israel: on the east were three gates; and on the north three gates; and 
on the south three gates; and on the west three gates. And the wall of 
the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb. And he that spake with me had for a measure a 
golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall 
thereof. And the city lieth foursquare, and the length thereof is as great 
as the breadth: and he measured the city with tle reed, twelve thousand 
furlongs: the length and the breadth and the height thereof are equal. 
And he measured the wall thereof, a hundred and forty and four cubits, 
according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. And the build- 
ing of the wall thereof was jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto 
pure glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all 
manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, 
sapphire; the third chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; the fifth, sar- 
donyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the 
ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, 
amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the 
several gates was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, 
as it were transparent glass. And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord 
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God the Almighty, and the Lamb, are the temple thereof. And the city 
hath no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine upon it: for the 
glory of God did lighten it, and the lamp thereof is the Lamb. And the 
nations shal! walk amidst the light thereof: and the kings of the earth do 
bring their glory into it. And the gates thereof shall in no wise be shut by 
day (for there shall be no night there): and they shall bring the glory and 
the honour of the nations into it: and there shall in no wise enter into it 
anything unclean, or he that maketh an abomination and a lie: but only 
they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life. And he shewed me a 
river ot water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb, in the midst of the street thereof. And on this 
side of the river and on that was the tree of life, bearing twelve manner 
of fruits, yielding its fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were 
for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no curse any more: 
and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be therein: and his servants 
shall do him service; and they shall see his face; and his name shall be 
on their foreheads. And there shall be night no more; and they need no 
light of lamp, neither light of sun; for the Lord God shall give them light: 
and they shall reign for ever and ever. 


AL Bible Primer 


fe 


my father mother’ dear 


My father. 
My mother. 
My dear father. 


My dear mother. 


“Honor thy father and thy mother.”—Exodus 20:12. 


“Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleas- 
ing unto the Lord.”—Colossians 3:20. 


“My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not 
the law of thy mother.”—Proverbs 1:8. 


“SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN TO COME UNTO MB” 
By Gebhard Fugel 


A CARPENTER SHOP 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


This is a most interesting picture of an Eastern carpenter’s shop. Some of the young 
workmen look very keen and intelligent. So the boy Jesus must have looked in the little 
shop of Joseph at Nazareth. 
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i brother sister love 


I love my father. 
I love my mother. 
I love my brother. 


I love my sister. 


“Have love one to another.”—John 13:35. 


“Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.” 
==) OMe Ia. 


“Tet us love one another: for love is OCOd te ORM pels 
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God me 1S 


My father loves me. 
My mother loves me. 
God loves me. 

God is my Father. 
God loves me. 


I love God. 


“God is love.”—I John 4:8. 
“We love him because he first loved us.”—J John A, SQ). 


“Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us that we should be called the sons of God.’—IJ John 3:1. 


A BIBLE PRIMER 683 


ae cives all’ “have home 


I have a home. 

I have a father. 

I have a mother. 

God gives me my father. 
God gives me my mother. 
God gives me my home. 


God gives me all I have. 


“Every good gift, and every perfect gift, is from above and 
cometh down from the Father.”—James 1:17. 


“Give us this day our daily bread.”—Matt. 6:11. 
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see the grass 
makes 2Trow green 


See the grass. 

I see the grass. 

The grass grows. 

The grass 1s green. 

I see the green grass. 

God makes the grass. 

God makes the grass grow. 


God makes the green grass grow. 


“He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass, 
As showers that water the earth.’’— Psalms 72:6, 
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flower lily white 
rose red you 


I see a flower. 

The flower is a lily. 

The lily is white. 

I see a rose. 

The rose is red. 

I have a lily and a rose. 

I love the lily and the rose. 

Have you a flower? 

I have a white flower. 

God loves the flowers and makes them 
grow. 


“Consider the lilies, how they grow. They toil not neither do 
they spin.” —Matthew 6:28. 
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bird sparrow nest flies in 
sorry When it hurt 


Do you see the bird? 

It is a sparrow. 

The sparrow flies. 

The sparrow makes a nest. 

It makes a nest in the green grass. 
See the nest in the grass! 

See the sparrow fly! 

God loves the sparrow. 

God is sorry when the sparrow is hurt. 
Do not hurt the sparrow. 


“Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings? 
And not one of them is forgotten in the sight of God.’— 
Luke 12:6. 


A BIBLE PRIMER 687 


day done bed will go 
hear “say prayer to heaven 


The day is done. 

The sparrow will go to bed. 

It will go to bed in its nest. 

The lily and the rose will go to bed. 
I will go to bed. 

I go to bed in my dear home. 


My mother will hear me say my 
prayer. 


I say my prayer to my Father in 
heaven. 


My Father in heaven loves to hear 
me say my prayer. 


“T laid me down and slept; 

I awaked, for the Lord sustained me.”—Psalms 3:5. 

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, ana 
cometh down from the Father of lights.”—James 1:17. 
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star sky above trees 
shines night twinkle them 


[he TS) Teuben oue: 

I see a star. 

The star shines at night. 
The star twinkles. 

The star twinkles in the sky. 
Do you see the star? 

It shines above the trees. 


I love to see the birds, and the 
flowers, and the stars. 


God made them all. 
God loves them all. 
God loves you. 


“He telleth the number of the stars; 
He calleth them all by their names.’’ 
Psalms 147: 4. 


RESTING BENEATH THE TREES 
By Corot (1796-1875) 


__Jean Baptiste Camille Corot was a famous painter of landscapes. He was born at 
Paris, and while his work was not at first appreciated he is now recognized as one of the 
greatest of the French school. 


“The groves were God’s first temples. Ere man learned 
To hew the shaft, and lay the architrave, 
And spread the roof above them—ere he framed 
The lofty vault, to gather and roll back 
The sound of anthems; in the darkling wood, 
Amid the cool and silence, he knelt down, 
And offered to the Mightiest solemn thanks 
And supplication. ae 
—William Cullen Bryant 
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morning sun rises _ hills 
glad here are awaken 


The night is done. 

The day is here. 

I awaken when it is day. 

The birds awaken when it is day. 
The flowers awaken when it is day. 
I see the sun in the sky. 

The sun rises above the hills. 

The sun rises above the trees. 


The birds and the flowers are glad tc 
see the sun. 


Are you glad the night is done? 


“Day unto day uttereth speech, 
And night unto night showeth knowledge.”—Psalms 19:2, 


692 THE GOLDEN BOOK 


this saying kneeling thanking 
his beside goodness child 


See this little child. 

He is going to bed. 

He is saying his prayer. 

He is kneeling beside his bed. 


He is thanking his Father in heaven 
for his goodness. 


Do you say your prayer? 


I say my prayer night and morning. 


““Ask, and it shall be given you.’’—Matthew 7:7. 
“For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears 
are open unto their prayers.’’—I Peter 3:12. 


THE “MATER AMABILIS IN GLORIA”. 


By Bodenhausen 


“The extremely popular ‘Mater Amabilis in Gloria,’ where a girlish young mother, 
her long hair streaming about her, stands in upper air, poised above the great ball of the 
earth, holding her sweet babe to her heart. Pictures like these constantly reiterate the 
story of a mother’s love—an old, old story, which begins again with every new birt oe i 

— FL UT. 


ey 


A BIBLE PRIMER 695 


sheep cows cover rain falls 
eat for waters garden earth 


Clouds cover the sky. 

The rain falls. 

The rain waters the earth. 

The flowers in the garden are glad. 
The red rose is glad. 

The white lily is glad. 

The green grass is glad. 

The rain makes the grass grow. 

The sheep and the cows eat the grass. 
God gives the rain. 


God makes the grass grow for the 
sheep and the cows. 


“Praise ye the Lord; 

Who covereth the heavens with clouds, 

Who prepareth rain for the earth, 

Who maketh the grass to grow upon the mountains.” 
Psalms 147: 8. 
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spring-time snow ice gone 
robin blue-bird seeds help 


The Spring-time has come. 

The birds have come. 

The blue-birds are flying in the air. 

I see a robin in my garden. 

I will go to my garden. 

I will plant seeds in my garden. 

The seeds will grow to be flowers. 

I love to see them grow. 

Have you a garden? 

Do you see the birds in your garden? 


What seeds do you plant in your 
garden ? 


God makes the flowers grow. 
He gives the rain and the sun. 


The rain and the sun help to make 
the flowers grow. 


“Thou makest it soft with showers; thou blessest the spring- 
ing thereof.”—Psalms 65:10. 


A BIBLE PRIMER 697 


summer warm cool woods who 
brightly bees sing pick hum 


Summer is here. 

The birds sing in the trees. 
I hear the robins sing. 

The flowers have come. 


I will go to my garden and pick the 
roses and the lilies. 


The sun shines brightly. 

I love the warm sun. 

The bees hum in the garden. 

The woods are cool. 

I love the cool woods. 

Who gives us the warm summer days? 
God gives us the summer days. 


“Thou hast made summer and winter.”—Psalms 74:17. 
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autumn frosty yellow large 
peaches moon with nuts 
gather crack fire before 


This is autumn. 

The summer has gone. 

The nights are frosty. 

The days are cool. 

The trees are red and yellow. 

The leaves are falling from the trees. 
Soon the snow will come. 

The moon is large in the sky. 

It looks like a great yellow ball. 

The stars shine brightly. 


I love to see the moon and the stars. 


A BIBLE PRIMER 699 


I love the large red apples. 
Have you apples in your garden? 
I love the peaches and the pears. 


I go with my father to the woods, 
and gather nuts. 


I will crack the nuts on the frosty 
nights, and eat them before the 
fire. 


God made the apples, and nuts, and 
peaches, and pears. 


I will thank God for his goodness. 


“Thou crownest the year with thy goodness.”—Psalms 65:11. 

“The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.’’—Psalms 33:5. 

“The earth is the lWLord’s, and the. fullness thereof.’’— 
Psalms 2451. 

“The pastures are clothed with flocks: the valleys also are cov- 
ered over with grain.”—Psalms 65:18. 
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winter play sleep 
cold frozen covers 
under lake fort 


It 1s winter. 
Summer and autumn have gone. 
The air is cold. 


The robins and the bluebirds have 
gone. 


The snow falls from the sky. 


The snow covers the hills and the 
woods and the fields. 


The flowers sleep under the snow in 
my garden. 


They will wake when it is spring. 


A BIBLE PRIMER 701 


The lake is frozen. 
I see the white snow in my garden. 
I love to play in the snow. 


I will make a fort of the white snow 
in my garden. 


I love the cold winter days. 


God gives us the winter days as well 
as the summer days. 


“He giveth snow like wool; 
He scattereth the hoar-frost like ashes.”—Psalms 147 :16. 


Short Bible Stories 


of, 


THE BOYHOOD OF JESUS 


When Jesus was a boy, he lived at Nazareth. 
Nazareth was a village among the hills. 

It was itself on a hill. 

All about it were green fields. 

In the spring, the fields were filled with pretty flowers. 
Jesus’ father was a carpenter. 

He made doors and chairs and tables. 

Jesus helped about the shop. 

He was a good boy and loved to help his father. 

He helped his mother to draw water from the well. 

He went to school and learned to read and write. 

He went to church on the Sabbath. 

The church to which he went was called a synagogue. 
Do you suppose Jesus played with other boys and girls‘ 
He played with them in the village streets. 

He was always kind to them. 

He never teased them or did things that were mean. 
There is still a village of Nazareth. 

The hills and the fields about it are the same as then. 


JESUS AND SICK PEOPLE 


Jesus was very sorry for people who were sick. 

How pale and thin some of them looked! 

How some of them suffered! 

Jesus loved to heal them. 

He was glad to see them get well again. 

How happy they and their friends were when they were made well! 

How glad the little children were to see their fathers and mothers come 
home again, well! 

As soon as people knew that Jesus could heal the sick, they brought all 
their friends who were sick to Jesus. 

Sometimes they brought sick children. 

How glad Jesus was to make the children well! 


CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 


Heinrich Hofmann (1824 ) 
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JESUS AND HIS FRIENDS 


Jesus had many friends. 

Some of them were people whom he had healed. 

Some of them had heard him talk, and had learned to love him. 

Sometimes they stayed with him, day after day. 

Jesus loved his friends. 

Jesus told his friends about God. 

J oe was so kind and loving to his friends that they could not help loving 
im. 

The friends of Jesus were called disciples. 

Disciple means learner. 

The disciples learned what Jesus had taught. 

Jesus picked out from his friends a few to be with him all the time. 

They were sometimes called disciples, too. 

Sometimes they were called apostles. 

Apostle means one who is sent. 

Jesus sent the apostles out to tell others about himself. 

There were twelve of the apostles. 

The names of three of them were Peter, James, and John. 


JESUS HAD NO HOME 


Jesus had no home of his own after he grew up. 

Once a man wanted to be his disciple. 

Jesus wanted this man to know that he had no fine house where he could 
entertain him. 

He said that the foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but 
that he had not where to lay his head. 

His friends asked him to visit them. 

They were always glad when he came to see them. 

Sometimes a rich man asked Jesus and his friends to dinner. 

He made no difference between the rich and the poor among his friends. 

One of the homes where he liked to be was the home of a fisherman. 

The fisherman’s name was Simon. 

Sometimes he was called by another name, Peter. 

He caught fish in the lake of Galilee. 

His house stood near the lake. 

His fishing boat was drawn up upon the shore. 

Another home where Jesus liked to stay was the home of Lazarus. 

Lazarus had two sisters. Their names were Mary and Martha. 

The brother and the sisters lived in a little town called Bethany. 

Jesus loved these people very much. 

Why was Jesus so poor? 
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THE PEOPLE LOVED JESUS 


The people loved Jesus. 

They crowded about him to hear him talk. 

Sometimes Jesus and his friends did not have time to eat. 
Sometimes the people came after sunset. 

Sometimes they came early in the morning. 

Sometimes so many people came that the house would not hold them. 
Then they had to go out of doors. 

Jesus loved to talk with the people out of doors. 

He loved to look up and see the blue sky and the green hills. 

He told the people many stories while out of doors. 

Jesus never turned the people away without trying to help them. 


THE SEA OF GALILEE 


Do you know what a lake is? 

Did you ever see a lake? 

There was a lake in the country where Jesus lived. 
It was a pretty lake. 

There were hills and mountains all about it. 

There were towns and villages on its shores. 

Jesus sometimes stayed in these villages. 

The lake had a long name. 

It was called Gennesaret. 

It also had other names. 

Sometimes it was called the Sea of Tiberias. 
Sometimes it was called the Sea of Galilee. 

There were many boats on the Lake of Gennesaret. 
How swiftly they sailed along! 

How the little waves danced on the waters! 

How pretty the hills were on either side! 

Some of the boats belonged to the friends of Jesus. 
Sometimes these friends took Jesus in their boats. 
One day he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. 
The people were crowding about him. 

He could not talk because they crowded so. 

He had the boat pushed out a little way from shore. 
Then he sat down and taught the people. 

The people all sat on the shore and listened. 


FISHERMEN SORTING THEIR CATCH, SHORES OF GALILEE 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


“Tradition has it, that since the days of Joshua, and by one of the ten ordinances, 
fishing in the Lake, though under certain necessary restrictions, was free to all. And as 
fish was one of the favorite articles of diet, in health and in sickness, on week days and es- 
pecially at the Sabbath-meal, many must have been employed at this trade. Fish were 
eaten fresh, dried, or pickled. A kind of relish or sauce was made of them, and the roe also 
prepared. We are told how the lar ger fish were carried to market slung on a ring of twine, 
and the smaller fish in baskets or casks. 
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THE BABY HID IN A BASKET 


Flags....Plants which grow in the water at the edges of ponds and rivers. 
Bulrushes. .. . Plants which were used for the weaving of baskets. 

Ark... .A woven basket. 

Pitch. ...A sticky substance daubed on the basket to keep out the water. 
Handmaid....A servant. 

Once upon a time a little boy was born to some poor Hebrew people 
who were slaves in Egypt. The pharaoh, or king of that country, did not 
like the Hebrew people, and he said that all the little boy babies born to 
them must be killed. But the mother of this little boy wanted to save her 
pretty baby if she could. So she hid him three months. And when she 
could no longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed 
it with pitch; and she put the child therein, and laid it in the flags by the 
river’s brink. And his sister stood afar off, to know what would be done 
with him. And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river; 
and her maidens walked along by the river side; and she saw the ark 
among the flags, and sent her handmaid to fetch it. And she opened it, 
and saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion 
on him, and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 

Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, “‘Shall I call thee a nurse 
of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee?”’ 

And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘‘ Go.” 

And the maid went and called the child’s mother. And Pharaoh’s 
daughter said unto her, “Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and 
I will give thee thy wages.” 

And the woman took the child, and nursed it. And the child grew, and 
she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And 
she called his name Moses. 


THE BOY WHO CAME WHEN HE WAS CALLED 


Wax....To grow. F ; : 
Ark of God... .A box of wood which was kept in the temple, and which the Jews thought 


was very precious and sacred. 


There was once a woman who lived in the Bible land, and her name was Hannah. 
She had a little boy named Samuel. When Samuel was a baby, his mother made up her 
mind that she would give him to God, to serve in the temple. So she took him to the 
temple, and as soon as he was old enough he helped the good priest Eli about his work. 
Every year Hannah made a little coat for her boy, and gave it to him, when she came to 
see him at the temple. It was very hard for Hannah to have her dear little boy away 
from home, but she was very happy when she came to see him every year, and heard 
what a good boy he was. The old priest Eli was very fond of him. His own sons were 
very bad men, and that made him love Samuel all the more. Here is a story about 
Samuel and Eli, which shows what a good and obedient boy he was. Samuel grew up to 
be a very wise and a very great man, and served his country and God faithfully all his 


life.) 
And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his place, 
and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see; and ere the lamp of 
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God went out in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was, and 
Samuel was laid down to sleep; that the Lord called Samuel; and he 
answered :— 

sa ELereramel 

And he ran unto Eli and said, “‘Here am I; for thou calledst me.” 

And he said, “I called not; lie down again.’”” And he went and lay 
down. 

And the Lord called yet again, ‘‘Samuel.”’ 

And Samuel! arose and went to Eli, and said, “‘Here am I; for thou 
didst call me.” 

And he answered, ‘‘I called not, my son; lie down again.” 

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the word of the 
Lord yet revealed unto him. And the Lord called Samuel again the third 
time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, “‘Here am I; for thou didst 
call me.”’ And Eli perceived that the Lord had called the child. There- 
fore Eli said unto Samuel :— 

“Go, lie down: and it shall be if he call thee, that thou shalt say, 
‘Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.’” 

So Samuel went and lay down in his place. And the Lord came, and 
stood, and called as at other times, “‘Samuel, Samuel.” 

Then Samuel answered, ‘‘Speak, for thy servant heareth.”’ 


JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN 


Vesture....Clothing. 


Famine. ...A time when the crops fail and there is no food, and people often starve. 
Hostage. ...One who is held by an enemy to be sure that promises are kept. 
Myrrh and balm... . Precious gums very much used in the East. 


There was once a boy whose father loved him very much indeed. The 
boy’s name was Joseph. His father’s name was Jacob. The father gave 
the boy a coat of many colors. It was a very fine coat and he was very 
proud of it. He had eleven brothers, and they hated him because he 
was his father’s favorite. He had a dream in which he saw the sun and 
the moon and eleven stars bowing down before him. This made the 
brothers hate him still more, and even his father was none too well pleased. 

One day the brothers were taking care of the sheep in a distant pasture, 
and Jacob sent Joseph to see how the boys were getting along. 

The shepherd boys saw him while he was still a long way off, and they 
said, “Here comes the dreamer. Let us kill him and put him into some 
pit, and say to father, ‘Some wild beast has killed him,’ and then see what 
will become of his dreams!”” They were very bad boys indeed. 

They all agreed but Reuben, who was the only one who had any pity 
for Joseph. He really wanted to save his brother, but in order to deceive 
the others he said, “Do not kill him, but put him alive into some pit, in 


CAMEL WITH LOAD OF WOOD 


T'rom a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


This man has been gathering a great load of wood; it certainly looks too heavy for the 
poor camel. 

In the Hast much of the commerce is still carried on by means of caravans of camels; 
sometimes there are several thousand camels in one of these great caravans, conveying all 
kinds of merchandise from one point to another. The camel will carry a very heavy load, 
but it utters piteous cries of complaint when it thinks the load is too heavy. 
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an out-of-the-way place.”’ He said this hoping to come back and rescue 
Joseph when the others had gone. 

They finally consented; so, when Joseph came up, they took off his 
coat of many colors and put him into a pit. Probably they did not 
handle him at all gently! 

Then Reuben went away and the others calmly sat down to eat their 
dinner. While they were eating, they looked up and saw a long caravan 
with camels loaded with spices and balm and myrrh going from the East 
down to Egypt. 

Then an idea came to Judah, one of the brothers. “Let us sell Joseph,”’ 
he said, “so we shall get rid of him and no guilt of his blood will be on our 
hands.” 

They drew Joseph, who must have been well frightened by this time, 
out of the pit, and sold him to the traders for twenty pieces of silver. 

When Reuben came back he was very much distressed, but he did not 
dare to tell hs father the truth. They agreed to dip Joseph’s coat of 
many colors in blood and say that a wild beast had eaten him. Then 
they went home and pretended to be very sorry and told their poor old 
father this lie which they had made up. The father believed it because 
they showed him the coat of many colors which they had dipped in blood. 
Jacob was very sad and mourned a long time for his boy. 

The traders carried Joseph to Egypt and sold him as a slave. He was 
treated badly and at last put into prison. While he was there the 
Pharaoh, the king of the country, had a dream. He dreamed that he saw 
seven fat oxen come up out of a river and feed ina meadow. Then seven 
lean and hungry oxen came out of the river and ate up the fat oxen. Then 
he saw seven fine full ears of corn on one stalk, but there grew also seven 
poor thin ears, which destroyed the good ears. 

No one could tell the king what his dream meant, until he heard that 
Joseph, who was in prison, was able to tell the meaning of dreams. So 
he called Joseph, who was very glad to come out of the dark prison. 
Joseph told the king at once what his dream meant. He said that there 
would be seven years of plenty in Egypt, when there would be great crops 
of grain. Then would come seven years of famine, when no crops would 
grow. Joseph advised the king to build great storehouses and to store 
up the grain during the years of plenty, so that the people might not 
starve during the years of famine. 

Pharaoh was much pleased because Joseph told him the meaning of the 
dream, and at once appointed him as the man to gather the grain during 


the years of plenty. 
And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “‘See, I have set thee over all the land of 


Egypt.” . . . . y 
And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph’s 
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hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about 
his neck; and he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had, 
and they cried before him, “ Bow the knee!’”’ and he made him ruler over 
all the land of Egypt. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and without thy 
consent no man shall lift up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” 

So the shepherd boy, who had been sold as a slave in Egypt, became 
next to Pharaoh the chief man in all the country! 

During the next seven years, there never had been such harvests, and 
Joseph went about gathering up the great loads of grain into all the store- 
houses. 

Then came the terrible famine. No grain grew in the fields. But 
Joseph was ready. The people came to him and bought grain to keep 
them from starving. 

All this time Joseph’s father thought he was dead and he never ceased 
to mourn for his boy. By and by the famine reached the land where 
Joseph’s father lived and he sent his sons down to Egypt to buy food, but 
of course they did not know that the ruler of Egypt was Joseph. 

Ten of Jacob’s sons, each with his donkey, went to Egypt, but the 
youngest boy, Benjamin, Jacob kept at home. 

When they came to the palace where Joseph lived, he knew at once that 
they were his brothers, but they did not know him. At first Joseph treated 
them roughly. He said they were spies. But they told him they were 
all brothers who lived in the land of Canaan and their youngest brother 
and their father they had left at home. Joseph still seemed to be very 
angry and put them in prison for three days. 

Then he let them out and told them to go home, all but Simeon, whom 
he would keep as a hostage, and bring back their youngest brother, and 
then he would believe that they spoke the truth. 

They started back, each with his donkey loaded with grain. When 
they stopped at an inn they found that the money which they had paid 
for the grain was in the top of each sack. 

They reached home at last and told their father all that had happened. 
The story made the old man very sad. He would not let them go back 
to Egypt. He said that he had lost two sons, Joseph and Simeon, and 
he could not let Benjamin, whom he loved next to Joseph, go with them. 

But the famine kept on. They had nothing to eat and at last Jacob 
was forced to let them go. They promised to take the best of care of 
Benjamin and started on their journey. 

When they reached Egypt Joseph was more kind. He asked them how 
they were and said, “Is your father well, the old man of whom ye spoke? 
Is he yet alive?” 


And they answered, “Thy servant, our father, is yet alive. He is in 
good health.” 
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Then he saw Benjamin and said, “Is this your younger brother of whom 
ye spoke unto me?” 

And he said, “‘God be gracious unto thee, my son.” 

He gave them a feast, and told them to go home, but as soon as they 
were gone he sent an officer after them. The officer caught up with them 
and opened the bags of grain, and there was Joseph’s own golden cup in 
the mouth of Benjamin’s sack! 

They were wild with fear. They said that their poor old father would 
die if anything happened to Benjamin. But the stern officer took them 
back to Joseph. 

Then Joseph told them who he was, and forgave them for the evil they 
had once done him. 

He said to them, “Go home and say to Jacob, “Thus saith thy son 
Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt; come down unto me, tarry 
not; and thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near 
unto me, thou and thy children’s children, and thy flocks and thy herds, 
and all that thou hast.’ And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in 
Egypt and of all that ye have seen, and ye shall haste and bring down my 
father hither.” 

The brothers went home and the old man Jacob and all his family came 
to Egypt to live. So Jacob saw Joseph again before he died. 

And Joseph ruled wisely and well over Egypt all the days of his life. 


STORIES OF DAVID 
The Shepherd Boy Who Killed A Giant 


Cubit....A measure used in Bible lands, thought to be about nineteen inches. The span 
was another measure, about half a cubit. According to this, the height of Goliath was 
about ten feet. A very tall giant indeed! 


Greaves... .Armor for the legs. 
Target....A round shield. } 
Weaver’s Beam. ...The heavy round piece of wood used in old looms. 


Once upon a time there lived in the little village of Bethlehem among 
the hills of Judea, a shepherd lad whose name was David. Every day 
he led his flock of sheep to the greenest pasture and then watered them at 
the still pools of water. 

This work was very pleasant when the weather was fair and warm, but 
sometimes it grows very cold in the hill country of Judea. The wind 
blows and the ground is covered with snow. Sometimes the shepherd 
is forced to stay out all night with his flock. Sometimes a lamb is lost, 
and the shepherd has to search all night in the darkness, along dangerous 
paths in the hills. Sometimes wild beasts attack the flock and the shep- 
herd must beat them off. Sometimes the wild people of the Hast try to 
carry off the sheep, and the shepherd is in danger of his life. 

But this hard work and constant danger made David a strong, brave 
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boy. He grew very skillful with the sling, which was a weapon much used 
in those days. With it even a boy could throw a stone very hard and far. 
Once when he was keeping the flock, a bear came to steal a lamb, and, at 
another time, a mountain lion, and David killed them both. 

While David was still no more than a big boy, war broke out between 
his country and the Philistines. These people lived in the lower country 
to the west of Judea, and the two nations were very often at war. This 
time the two armies camped on opposite sides of a narrow valley. 

The Philistines had a giant in their army, who used to come out every 
day and challenge any one in the army of the Israelites to fight. This is 
how the giant is described :— 

“And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, 
named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. And 
he had a helmet of brass upon his head, and he was armed with a coat of 
mail, and he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target of brass 
between his shoulders, and the staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, 
and a servant bearing a shield went before him.” 

Every day this great giant came out before the army and shouted out 
his challenge. ‘‘Choose you a man for you,” he eried, “‘and let him 
come to me. If he be able to fight with me and kill me, then will we be 
your servants: but if I prevail against him and kill him, then shall ye be 
our servants and serve us.”’ 

What a terrible sight he must have been with the sun shining on his 
bright brass armor, and his great roaring voice, which echoed among the 
hills!’ It is no wonder that the whole army of the Israelites was afraid, 
and that no champion was brave enough to come out to meet him. 

All this time David was at home taking care of the sheep. He had three 
older brothers who were away with the army, but David was thought too 
young to bea soldier. It must have been very hard for such a brave boy 
to stay at home, but he was a good boy as well as a brave one, and he 
patiently did his work. 

One day David’s mother had made some very nice bread, and some 
cheese, and she remembered that the boys in camp wouid have very poor 
food. So David’s father said he might go up to camp and take some 
roasted corn and the bread to his brothers, and he sent, too, ten cheeses 
to the captain of the boys’ company. 

David was delighted to go. He came quickly to the camp, and, leaving 
his bread, and corn, and cheese with a servant in the rear, went right up 
to the front where the line of battle was intrenched. He was just in time 
to see Goliath come out and shout his challenge. Just then David’s 
oldest brother caught sight of him, and thought he had run away from 
home to see the battle. 

“What are you doing here, David?” he shouted angrily. ‘Why have 
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you left that little flock of sheep to be eaten up by wild beasts in the 
pastures? You are a naughty boy, and you have just come here to see 
the battle.” 

David replied, “What have I done now? Isn’t there a good reason why 
I have come?”’ 

And there was good reason, when no one in all the army was brave 
enough to fight Goliath. 

David went to king Saul, who was the general of the army, and offered 
to fight the giant. The king was very much surprised, and told him he 
was only a boy, while the giant had been a soldier for many years. 

But David told Saul how he had killed the lion and the bear, and said 
that the God who helped him in his fight with these wild beasts would 
help him in his fight with the giant. 

Then Saul allowed him to try, and offered him a suit of armor. David 
tried it on, but it was not what the shepherd boy had been used to wear, 
so he would not take it. 

He went down to the brook and picked out five smooth, round stones, 
just right for his sling. Then, with his shepherd’s staff and bag and his 
sling, he went out of the lines of the army to meet the giant. 

When the great giant saw the shepherd lad, he laughed, and then he 
grew very angry 

“Am I a dog,” he said, “that you come to fight me with a shepherd’s 
stick? Come to me, and I will give thy flesh to the fowls of the air and 
to the beasts of the field.” 

Then little David answered, “‘Thou comest to me with a sword, and 
with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the 
Lord of Hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.” 

Then Goliath marched forward in all his brass armor to kill David; 
and David ran, too, straight toward the giant. When he was at the right 
distance he put a stone into his sling and took good aim. Away went 
the stone and struck the giant right in the middle of the forehead! Down 
he fell on his face with a crash. 

Then David marched up and drew the giant’s great sword out of its 
sheath and cut off his head. 

What a shout arose from the army of Israel when they saw that the 
great giant whom they so much feared, was dead! And this is the way 
a brave boy killed a great boastful giant, with all his bragging words and 
his brass armor. 


DAVID AND KING SAUL 


After David had killed the giant Goliath, King Saul would not let him 
go back to his father’s house at Bethlehem, but made him stay at the court, 
and gave him a high command in the army. King Saul was not well. 
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He had a disease of the mind which made him at times almost, if not 
quite, insane. At such times he was very sad and gloomy. David could 
play very sweetly on the harp. When the king felt this trouble in his 
mind, he would send for David, who would play on the harp and the 
playing would soothe and calm the king so that he would be himself again. 

David was a poet; he not only played upon the harp but he wrote 
some of the beautiful songs or psalms which he sang. In some of these 
songs he told about the love of God, who cares for his children as the 
shepherd cares for his flock. 

The poet Browning wrote a beautiful poem about Saul and David and 
how the skillful playing of the shepherd had helped the king. Here is 
a stanza of the poem. David is supposed to be telling some one about his 
playing to the king. 


“Then I tuned my harp,—took off the lilies we twine round its chords 

Lest they snap ’neath the stress of the noontide—those sunbeams like 
swords! 

And I first played the tune all our sheep know, as, one after one, 

So docile they come to the pen-door till folding be done. 

They are white and untorn by the bushes, for, lo, they have fed 

Where the long grasses stifle the water within the stream’s bed; 

And now one after one seeks its lodging, as star follows star 

Into eve and the blue far above us,—so blue and so far!”’ 


But in spite of David’s playing the king’s health grew worse. He 
became very jealous of David. David was young and strong and hand- 
some, and a favorite with every one. Saul at last came to hate him. 
Once he threw his spear at David, but missed his aim and David escaped. 
David was afraid that the king would kill him, so he gathered a few bold 
men about him, and became an outlaw. Day after day Saul and his 
soldiers pursued David but he always managed to escape, hiding in caves 
by day and marching by night. 

More than once David had Saul in his power and might have put him 
to death, but he was too brave and generous to take advantage of his 
weakness, and besides he felt that it was wrong to harm the nation’s 
king. One night Saul and his soldiers had encamped near the place where 
David and his men were hiding. The night was dark. All the sentries 
were asleep. Quietly, David and one of his men stole into the camp, and 
came to the spot where Saul lay asleep with his spear stuck in the ground 
beside his head. The soldier wanted David to kill his enemy, but he 
would not do it. He took Saul’s spear and the water skin which was 
beside him and crept safely past the sentries and out of the camp again. 

When he had gone to a safe distance, he stood on a hill and shouted 
and awakened the men in the camp, and told them to look for the spear 
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and the water skin. So they knew that David had truly been in the camp 
and had spared the king’s life. 


DAVID AND JONATHAN 


While David was living at the king’s court his dearest friend was 
Jonathan, Saul’s son. These two young men loved each other as soon as 
they met, which was after David had killed the giant. They went every- 
where together. They hunted and played their games together. They 
were like two brothers. Jonathan was never jealous of David. He 
wanted him to be liked by others. He gave him the best that he had 
himself. He was a very kind hearted and generous young man. It made 
him very sad because his father was so cruel to David. He could not 
believe that his father really wished to kill his friend. 

At last David did not dare to come to the king’s court nor to take his 
place at the king’s table. Still Jonathan did not believe that his father 
really meant to do harm to his friend. To test the king they planned to 
leave David in a hiding place in the field while Jonathan went home to see 
his father. When David did not take his place at the table, the king 
grew very gloomy. “Where is David?” he said. 

“He asked perinission to run home to Bethlehem to offer the sacrifice 
with his family,” replied Jonathan. 

At that the king grew furious in his rage. He told his son that David 
wanted to steal the kingdom away from him (for Jonathan was the oldest 
son and would be king when Saul died). 

Saul was so angry that he even threw his spear at his own son, and so 
Jonathan knew that his father had determined to kill his friend. 

David was hiding behind a great rock in the field, and, according to a 
plan they had made beforehand, Jonathan came out the next day with his 
bow and arrows and pretended to shoot at a mark. He had a little boy 
with him to run for the arrows. 

The plan was this: If Jonathan said to the boy, ‘The arrows are on 
this side of you,’”’ David would know that all was safe. But if he said, 
“The arrows are beyond you,” he would know that he was in great danger. 

Jonathan came and shot his arrows, and cried, ‘The arrows are beyond 
you.” 

So David knew that the king intended to kill him. They waited until 
the boy had gone and then David came out, and Jonathan toid him how 
sorry he was that the friend he loved so much must go away. In many 
other ways Jonathan showed his great love for his friend. 

At last both Saul and Jonathan were killed in a great battle with the 
Philistines. ‘Then David mourned deeply for Jonathan and he made 
a song of mourning about their friendship. This is a part of it:— 
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“Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, 
And in their death they were not divided; 
They were swifter than eagles, 
They were stronger than lions. 
How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! 
O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places! 
I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: 
Very pleasant hast thou been to me, 
Thy love was wonderful, 
Passing the love of women. 
How are the mighty fallen, 
And the weapons of war perished!” 


DAVID AND HIS THREE BRAVE SOLDIERS 


Once when David was fighting against the Philistines the little town 
of Bethlehem was in the hands of the enemy. David had a great longing 
for a drink of the cool water of the well which was near the gate of the 
town It seemed to him that he would be perfectly happy if he could 
taste that water which he used to enjoy so much when he was a boy. He 
wanted it so much that he spoke out loud and said, “‘Oh, that one would 
give me a drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem which is near the 
gate!” 

Some of his men overheard him as he said this to himself, and three of 
his brave soldiers left the cave where they were hiding, and broke through 
the enemy’s lines and brought back a drink of the water to David. But 
when David saw them all bleeding from the wounds which they had 
received, he would not drink the water which they brought, because it 
had cost so much in the blood of his men. 

So he poured it out upon the ground as an offering to God of something 
very sacred and precious, and as a way of showing his friends that he 
prized their love more than the water for which he longed. 


DAVID AND HIS SON ABSALOM 


After Saul and Jonathan had been killed ‘n battle David became king. 
He did many brave and wise things and some foolish and evil things. 
For the wrong deeds he was punished by great sorrows. 

He had a favorite son named Absalom. Absalom grew up to bea very 
bad boy. No doubt David was foolish in his affection and did not train 
the boy as he should. 

He grew so bad at last that he gathered an army and rebelled against 
the king. At first he was successful and actually drove his father out of 
Jerusalem. 


CHILDREN OF PALESTINE AND OIL JARS 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


In this interesting picture the jars are nearly as large as the children! These were the 
kind of oil jars in which the forty thieves were hidden in the story of the “ Arabian Nights.” 
A large variety of pottery for many purposes is in use in Palestine. 
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But David’s army rallied and defeated Absalom and his bad friends in 
a great battle. 

When Absalom knew that his army was defeated he tried to escape by 
riding away on the back of a swift mule. But as he passed under a great 
oak in the dark forest where the battle was fought, his long hair was caught 
in the low hanging branches. Here he hung helplessly until the soldiers 
of David came up and killed him. 

David was very sorrowful while the battle was being fought, because he 
loved the boy so much. He sat at the gate of the city and watched and 
waited. Suddenly the watchman on the tower called out that he saw 
a man running, and in a few moments he said that he saw another. 

In the lands of the Bible, messengers, swift of foot and trained in run- 
ning, always brought the news to the city as quickly as they could run. 

When the first messenger came the king said quickly, “Is the young 
man Absa om safe?” 

“T saw a great tumult when I left the battle field,” said the runner, 
“but I knew not what it meant.” 

“Stand aside here,”’ said the king. 

Then came the second man and he called out, “Tidings, my lord the 
king!” 

“Is my boy Absalom safe?” again cried the king. 

Then the messenger replied, “‘The enemies of my lord the king, and all 
that rise up against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man is.”’ 

The king knew that this meant that the boy he loved so much was dead. 

And the king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the 
gate, and wept, and as he went there he said, ““O my son Absalom, my 
son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, 
my son!” 


THE STORY OF A GOOD KING 


When King David died, Solomon his son became king. He was the 
wisest and best king the people ever had. He is often called “the wise 
king.” One night soon after he became king he had a dream. In his 
dream he seemed to see the Lord, who said, “‘Ask what I shall give thee.” 

Instead of asking for great riches or honor or power, Solomon asked for 
wisdom. 

He said, “I am but a little child; I know not how to go out or come in. 
Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart.” 

And the Lord replied, “Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast 
not asked for thyself long life, neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor 
hast asked for the life of thine enemies, but hast asked for thyself under- 
standing, behold, I have done according to thy word; I have given thee 
a wise and an understanding heart, and I have given thee that which thou 
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hast not asked, both riches and honor, so that there shall not be any 
among the kings like thee all thy days.” 

Then Solomon awoke and knew it was a dream, but in after years the 
dream came true, and Solomon became the wisest and richest king in the 
world. 

Every year his ships sailed away and brought many rare and costly 
things from the East. They brought gold, and silver, and precious stones, 
and ivory, and apes, and peacocks. 

At one time Solomon had a visit from the Queen of Sheba, who had 
heard of his great wisdom and wished very much to see him. She came 
with a great many servants riding upon camels, and she brought him as 
presents, gold, and precious stones, and spices. 

Many kings came also to see him and they brought as presents, gold, 
and silver, and costly cloths, and spices, and horses, and mules with their 
harnesses. 

Solomon’s greatest wish was to build a beautiful house in which to 
worship God. So he sent to King Hiram, who lived in the north country 
where the great cedars of Lebanon grew, and Hiram sent his woodcutters 
into the forest and they cut down the great cedars and squared the logs 
into beams. Then the lumber was taken to the coast and floated on 
rafts in the sea along the shore and then brought over the land to 
Jerusalem. 

There were also men working in the stone quarries hewing out the great 
stones for the foundation, and skillful workmen making the golden orna- 
ments and the beautiful carving. 

So carefully were the stones and timbers cut and marked that they were 
all put together without the sound of hammer or axe. This beautiful 
building was the first temple which the Israelites built and it has always 
been called ““Solomon’s Temple.” 


THE BOY WHO WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD 


Once upon a time there was a widow who lived, with her only son, in 
a city in the land of the Bible. She was very poor, and one year she found 
herself still poorer. Everybody was poor that year, for there was a famine 
in the land. How thin and hungry some of the children became! How 
glad they were to get even poor food! How carefully the poor widow 
watched her barrel of flour and her jar, or cruse, of oil, with which the 
flour was mixed for baking! How hard she worked to get more! At 
last she had only a little flour and a little oil left. She was almost starving. 
There was just enough left to make one more cake for herself and her boy, 
and after that was gone she did not know what they would do. Perhaps 
they must die. She went out to gather some sticks for a fire. While she 
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was gathering them, a man came by. He was a prophet, named Elijah, 
but she did not know him. He called to her, and said, “Fetch me, I pray 
thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” 

And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, “Bring me, 
I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.” 

And she said, “As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an 
handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am 
gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that 
we may eat it, and die.” 

And Elijah said to her, “Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but 
make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it to me, and after make for 
thee and for thy son. 

“For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, ‘The barrel of meal shall not 
waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth 
rain upon the earth.’’’ 

And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and 
he, and her house, did eat many days. 

And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, 
according to the word of the Lord, which he spoke by Elijah. 

And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the 
mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was 
no breath left in him. 

And she said to Elijah, “What have I to do with thee, O thou man of 
God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay 
my son?” 

And he said to her, “‘Give me thy son.” And he took him out of her 
bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon 
his own bed. 

And he cried to the Lord, and said, ‘“O Lord my God, hast thou also 
brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?”’ 

And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried to the 
Lord, and said, ‘‘O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul come into 
him again.” 

And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came 
into him again, and he revived. 

And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber 
into the house, and delivered him to his mother: and Elijah said, “See, 
thy son liveth!” 

And the woman said to Elijah, “Now by this I know that thou art a 
man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.” 
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THE LITTLE CAPTIVE MAID 


Leprosy... .A very dreaded disease. 

Leper... .One who has leprosy. 

Rent his clothes. .. .To show great sorrow or trouble. 

@hariotecesa A small wagon with two wheels, used in war. 

Flesh shall come again... .In leprosy the flesh dries up, and the person becomes very thin. 


In the old Aen war was very cruel. Houses were burned and men and 
women killed, and very often the little children were taken far away and 
sold for slaves. Sometimes they never came back to their homes or friends 
again. 

There had been war between the people in Israel and the people who 
lived in a country called Syria, which lay to the north of Israel. In this 
war a little girl had been taken away, and sold asaslave. She was bought 
by a great general named Naaman, who took her home, and she waited on 
Naaman’s wife. Naaman and his wife must have been kind to the little 
slave girl, for when he was sick she wished that he could be made well. 

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man 
with his master, and honorable, because by him the Lord had given 
deliverance to Syria: he was also a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper. 
And the little maid said to her mistress, ““Would God my lord were with 
the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would heal him of his leprosy.” 
And one went in, and told his lord, saying, “Thus and thus said the maid 
that is of the land of Israel.’”’ And the king of Syria said, “‘I will send 
a letter unto the king of Israel.’ 

And he departed, and took with him a large present of money and fine 
clothes. 

And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, “Now when this 
letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my 
servant to thee, that thou mayest heal him of his leprosy.” 

And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he 
rent his clothes, and said, ““Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this 
man doth send unto me to heal a man of his leprosy? wherefore consider, 
I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me.”’ 

And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of 
Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, “‘ Wherefore 
hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know 
that there is a prophet in Israel.” 

So Naaman came with his horses and with his char‘ot, and stood at the 
door of the house of Elisha. 

And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, “Go and wash in 
Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt 
be clean.” 

Then Naaman was angry, and turned to go away in a rage 

And his servants came near, and spoke unto him, and said, ‘My father, 


NATIVE WOMAN WITH BABY AND CRADLE 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton, of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


This poor woman of Palestine is carrying her baby in her arms and the cradle on her 
head! The cradle is not so different from those in use in America in colonial days, but there 
is no record that the women of Plymouth carried the cradles of the Pilgrim babies on their 
heads. The barren nature of much of the country in Palestine is shown clearly in the 
picture. 
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if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done 
it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”’ 

Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according 
to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the 
flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 


JESUS AND THE LITTLE GIRL 
Beseech. ... Beg. 


Suffered... .Allowed. 
Many weeping and wailing....In the Bible times, when a person died, women were hired 
to weep and wail. This was supposed to honor the dead. 


Once upon a time, there was a man named Jairus. He was a very important man 
among the Jews. He was one of the rulers of the synagogue; that means that he was one 
of those who had charge of the worship in the synagogue or church of the town. This man 
had a dear little daughter. This little girl was twelve years old, and her father and her 
mother loved her very much. One day she was taken sick. Her parents were very anxious 
about her, for each day she seemed to be growing worse. Then her father remembered that 
Jesus could cure people who were sick. So he went to find Jesus, and ask him if he would 
come and make his little girl well. Jesus was very busy when Jairus found him. He was 
talking to a great multitude of people. Jairus pushed through the crowd, and fell down at 
Jesus’ feet, and begged him to come and make his little girl well. Jesus was very glad to 
come, but there were so many people about him that he had to walk very slowly. He 
stopped to heal a poor sick woman on the way. At last he drew near Jairus’ house, but 
people came out of the house and said it was too late, for the little girl was dead. How 
badly the poor father felt then! But Jesus told him not to be afraid, just to have faith in 
him. Here is the whole story, as it is told in the Bible :— 


One day a great multitude was gathered about Jesus as he taught by the 
sea. And there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; 
and seeing him, he falleth at his feet, and beseecheth him much, saying :— 

“My little daughter is at the point of death: I pray thee, that thou come 
and lay hands on her, that she may be made whole, and live.” 

And he went with him; and a great multitude followed him. 

As he approached the house, people came out, who said to Jairus:— 

“Thy daughter is dead; why troublest thou the Master any further?”’ 

But Jesus, not heeding the word spoken, saith unto the ruler of the 
synagogue: “Fear not, only believe.” 

And they come to the house of the ruler of the synagogue; and he 
beholdeth a tumult, and many weeping and wailing greatly. And when 
he had entered in, he saith unto them:— 

“Why make ye a tumult, and weep? The child is not dead but 
sleepeth.”’ 

And they laughed him to scorn. But he, having put them all forth, 
taketh the father of the child and her mother and them that were with 
him, and goeth in where the child was. And taking the child by the hand, 
he saith unto her:— 

“Talitha cumi,’ which means in the language of the country, “Little 
girl, I say unto thee, Arise.’ 

And straightway the little girl rose up, and walked. 
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CHILDREN IN THE LANDS OF THE BIBLE 


The children of Bible lands were very well cared for. They were sent 
to school. They were taught the Bible very carefully and every Sabbath 
they went to church. The children were very busy. They learned early 
to watch over the sheep, to work in the fields, to card and spin the wool 
and weave the cloth. Every child was taught some special trade or 
business. Still they had time to play and enjoyed their games as much as 
you do. 

Jesus was taught to be a carpenter like Joseph. Nazareth, where he 
lived when he was a boy, is a small town in Galilee. There are beautiful 
fields and hills about. When he climbed the hills he could see, far away, 
the sea. He must have loved to pick the lovely lilies which grew in the 
fields. All the little boys and girls must have liked to play with Jesus, for 
he must have been always gentle and kind. 


HOW THE PEOPLE TRAVELED IN THE LANDS OF THE BIBLE 


Did they have railroads? Oh,no. Railroads were first built less than a hundred years 
ago, and the Bible times were many hundreds of years ago. 

Then they must have traveled in wagons? Not often. There were few roads, and 
wagons were not very common. 

Then they went on horseback? Sometimes, but not often. In the earliest Bible times 
horses were only used in war, and only the kings of great countries kept a few, for their 
most honored soldiers to ride on. 

How did they travel, then? Very often they rode on the backs of donkeys and asses. 
These are smaller than horses, but can go almost as fast. Do you remember how Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem on an ass, with the children shouting and waving palm branches before him? 
For short journeys, or in the land of Palestine itself, the ass was the animal most used. 

But on many sides of the land of Palestine the roads that go out pass over country that 
is more and more bare, until finally the green grass is seen no more and only here and there 
is a small tree, and there are no flocks of white sheep, for there is nothing on which they can 
feed, and it is a long way, sometimes a whole day’s journey, from one spring of water to 
another. Nothing but yellow sand and bare rocks! How the hot sun beats down in the 
summer! How dry all the ground looks! That is a desert. The little donkeys find it 
hard to travel on the long, stony desert roads. They must carry water to drink, or they 
would die of thirst. But if they carry water, they cannot carry much else. 

Did you ever see a camel? They have long legs and broad feet, that can walk over the 
sand without sinking in. What long necks and queer humped backs they have! They 
are not beautiful animals. I am sorry to say that they are not very good tempered either, 
but are often very cross and stubborn. Sometimes they reach out that long neck and try 
to bite. Sometimes they refuse to go if they think they are loaded too heavily. But often 
they are very patient. They carry heavy loads and travel long distances. ‘They can goa 
long time without drinking, where a horse or an ass would die of thirst. They are made 
for a desert country. Men call them “the ship of the desert.”” They were often used for 
long journeys in Bible times, as they are still in the same countries. Here is a story which 
tells how a servant of Abraham made a long journey on camels, and how the camels were 
given drink at the close of the journey. 


“And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and 
departed; for all the goods of his master were in his hand: and he arose, 
and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor. And he made his 


camels to kneel down without the city by a well of water at the time of 
the evening, even the time that women go out to draw water,” and 


CAMELS 


From a photograph taken by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
and used by his kind permission 


The following is a description of the trappings and harness of a camel from 
‘Ben Hur’ :— 

“There was the usual bridle, covering the forehead with scarlet fringe, and garnishing 
the throat with pendent brazen chains, each ending with a tinkling silver bell; but to the 
bridle there was neither rein for the rider nor strap foradriver. Thefurniture perched upon 
the back was an invention which, with any other people than of the East, would have made 
the inventor renowned. It consisted of two wooden boxes, scarce four feet in length, bal- 
anced so that one hung on each side; the inner space, softly lined and carpeted, was arranged 
to allow the master to sit or lie half reclined; over it all was stretched a green awning.” 
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Rebekah, a niece of Abraham, “came out with her pitcher upon her 
shoulder. And the maiden was very fair to look upon: and she went 
down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up. And the servant 
ran to meet her, and said, ‘Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water of thy 
pitcher.’ 

“And she said, ‘Drink, my lord’: and she hasted, and let down her 
pitcher upon her hand, and gave him to drink. 

“And when she had done giving him drink, she said, ‘I will draw water 
for thy camels also, until they have done drinking.’ 

“And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran 
again unto the well to draw water, and drew for all his camels.” 

Then she went home and told of him, and her brother ran and came out 
to the servant and said, “Come in, thou blessed of the Lord; wherefore 
standest thou without? for I have prepared the house, and room for the 
camels. 

“And the man came into the house: and he ungirded his camels, and 
gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet and 
the men’s feet that were with him. And there was set food before him to 
eat.” 

A few days later Rebekah, with her servant, mounted the camels, too, 
and went back with Abraham’s servant, the long desert journey, to be the 
wife of Abraham’s son Isaac. 


Bedtime Stories 


oe 
THE STORY OF THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 


Once there were two little children who lived in a large, red brick house, 
on a quiet street in the city. The names of these little children were 
Margaret and Harold. Margaret was five years old, and Harold was 
eight. Margaret and Harold used to have the best of times together. 
They played with their dog Sport and their cat Spot. They built houses 
of blocks. They colored pictures with their crayons. In winter, Harold 
drew Margaret on his sled, and in summer they played in the garden. 
But, better than all else, they loved to hear their mamma tell stories. 
Every night, before they went to bed, she told them a story. 

“What shall it be to-night?” said mamma, as they sat before the fire 
after a cold winter’s day. 

‘““A Bible story,’ said Margaret. 

“Very well,” replied mamma. “It shall be a Bible story to-night, and 
since it is almost Christmas-time, I will tell you about the dear little 
Christ-child who was born in Bethlehem, and the first Christmas.” 

So Margaret cuddled up in her mamma’s lap, and Harold sat at her feet, 
and she began 


The Story of the First Christmas 


“Once upon a time, there was a little town called Bethlehem of Judea, 
and late one afternoon in winter, a man named Joseph, and his wife named 
Mary, came to this town. They were very glad to reach the village, for 
they were cold and hungry. But they were disappointed. No one would 
take them in. There is an old song which tells about it:-— 

““), dark was the night, 
And cold blew the wind, 


But Joseph and Mary 
No shelter could find. 


“Tn all the fair city 
Of Bethlehem, 
In cottage or inn, 
Was no room for them.’ ” 

“Wouldn’t any one let them in?” said Margaret. 

“No,” said mamma. ‘They went to the inn, or hotel, of Bethlehem, 
and the keeper of the inn said, ‘No room for you here, go away.’ They 
went to each one of the houses, and the people who lived in them said 
crossly, ‘No room for you here, go away.’ ”’ 

“I would have let them in if I had been there,” said Harold, earnestly. 


THE MADONNA OF THE CHAIR 
By Raphael (1483-1520) 


This picture is in the Palazzo Pitti at Florence. 


Raffaello Santi was born at Urbino, Italy, in 1483. He is generally regarded as the 
greatest of all painters. 


BETHLEHEM AT SUNSET 


From a photograph taken by Mrs. Frank L. Goodspeed 
5 Ween ae: i ) 
and used by her kind permission 


This beautiful picture of Bethlehem was taken just at sunset, with a cloud effect un- 
usual in Eastern skies. “So must the little town have looked when Joseph and Mary, 
weary from their long journey, approached it. The short winter’s day was probably 
closing in as the two travelers from Nazareth neared their journey’s end. The way had 
been long and weary. A sense of rest and peace must almost unconsciously have crept 
over the travelers when at last they reached the rich fields that surrounded the ancient 
‘House of Bread,’ and, passing through the valley, which, like an amphitheater, sweeps up 
to the twain heights along which Bethlehem stretches, ascended through the terraced 
vineyards and gardens.’’—Hdersheim. 
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“T would, too,” said Margaret. ‘Were they very cold, dear mamma?” 

“Yes, my dears,” said mamma, smiling, “I know that you would have 
been kind to them. But you see this was before Jesus had taught people 
to be good and kind to others. Well, they were vey cold and very sad, 
but at last the keeper of the inn let them go into his stable, and there were 
oxen there, and hay, and stalls for the cattle, and mangers.”’ 

“Like grandpapa’s barn?” asked Harold. 

“Yes,”’ answered mamma, “only not so nice and comfortable, for this 
stable was a cave, cut out of the rock. That night, in the stable, the little 
baby Jesus was born, and his dear mother Mary wrapped him all warmly 
up, and laid him in one of the cattle mangers for a cradle.” 

“Was he a little tiny, tiny baby, like Grace’s little brother?” asked 
Margaret. 

“Yes, my dear,” said mamma, “‘and the sweetest little tiny baby you 
ever saw. 

“And in the fields near by there were shepherds keeping watch over their 
flocks by night, and while they watched they saw suddenly a great light, 
and an angel stood before them and said, ‘Be not afraid, for I bring you 
good tidings of great joy for all the people. For there is born in Bethle- 
hem a little child Jesus, who is to be the Saviour of the world.’ And 
when the angel had finished speaking, they heard voices, singing like a 
great chorus in the sky, and this was the song they sang,— 


***Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among men in whom he is well pleased.’ 


“Then the shepherds went to Bethlehem, and found the little child 
Jesus lying in the manger, and loved him, and told every one what they 
had seen and heard. 

“And later, wise men from the East came on their three white camels, 
guided by the star of Bethlehem, which shone in the sky. And as they 
came near to Bethlehem, they said to every one, ‘Where is he which is 
born king of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the East, and have 
come to worship him.’ 

“And the star led them at last to the stable where Jesus was, and they 
brought beautiful gifts, gold, frankincense and myrrh, and they wor- 
shiped him.” 

“And that is how Christmas came!” said Margaret. “I am very glad 
that the little child Jesus was born.” 

“You must love him very much,” said mamma, “‘for he was born, and 
grew up, and died at last, for our sakes. And now I want to read you a 
sweet little poem, which a very good man, named Phillips Brooks, once 
wrote about Bethlehem. I want you both to learn it to say to papa. 
Now listen while I read.” 
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“O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie; 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee to-night. 


“O holy child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us we pray, 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us to-day. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

Oh, come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel.’’* 


THE STORY OF PALM SUNDAY 


One Sunday Harold noticed that all the people who came from one of 
the churches wore a little piece of palm, or evergreen. 

“What does that mean?” said Harold. 

“Oh, this is Palm Sunday,” said mamma. “This was one of the glad 
days in Jesus’ life. To-night I will tell you all about it.” 

When it grew dark mamma called Margaret and Harold, and began 


The Story of Palm Sunday 


“You know that Jesus was poor and homeless, yet he was very rich in 
the love of his friends. He was never honored but once as his friends liked. 
That was on Palm Sunday, and the children helped to do it. 

“Tt happened at the great city of Jerusalem. Jesus did not go to the 
city very often. He liked to live in the villages and in the country better. 
At this time there was a great feast in the city, and Jesus was going to the 
feast with his friends.” 

“What sort of a feast was it, mamma?” asked Harold. 

“Tt was not exactly what we call a feast,’”’ mamma replied. “It was 
more like a great celebration. It recalled a great event in the nation’s 
history, the escape of the Jews from captivity. It was called the ‘Feast 
of the Passover.’ The Jewish people from all over the world came to 
Jerusalem to celebrate it.”’ 

“Why, it must have been the Fourth of July of the Jews,” said Harold. 

“Something like that,” replied mamma, smiling. “Only the little 
Jewish boys did not make as much noise as my small son makes on his 
country’s birthday. 

“Well, the friends of Jesus who came with him to this feast wanted to 
show how much they loved him. They often wanted to treat him as 
though he were a king. Once they did treat him in this way, and Jesus 


* By courtesy of E. P. Dutton & Co. 


THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
By William Holman Hunt (1827-1910) 


The original of this famous picture is owned by Keble College, Oxford, and is hung in 
a small room adjoining the chapel. 

“The legend beneath it is the beautiful verse—‘Behold I stand at the door and knock. 
If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with me.’ Rev. iil. 26. On the left-hand side of the picture is seen this door of the 
human soul. It is fast barred; its bars and nails are rusty; it is knitted and bound to its 
stanchions by creeping tendrils of ivy, shewing that it has never been opened. A bat 
hovers about it; its threshold is overgrown with brambles, nettles, and fruitless corn,—the 
wild grass, ‘whereof the mower filleth not his hand, nor he that bindeth the sheaves his 
bosom.’ Christ approaches it in the night-time,—Christ, in his everlastmng offices, of 
Prophet, Priest, and King. He wears the white robe, representing the power of the Spirit 
upon him; the jeweled robe and breastplate, representing the sacerdotal investiture; the 
rayed crown of gold, inwoven with the crown of thorns; not dead thorns, but now bearing 
soft leaves, for the healing of the nations. 

“Now, when Christ enters any human heart, he bears with him a twofold light: first, 
the light of conscience, which displays past sin, and afterwards the light of peace, the hope 
of salvation. The lantern, carried in Christ’s left hand, is this light of conscience. Its 
fire is red and fierce; it falls only on the closed door, on the weeds which encumber it, and 
on an apple shaken from one of the trees of the orchard, thus marking that the entire awaken- 
ing of the conscience is not merely to committed, but to hereditary guilt. 

“The light is suspended by a chain wrapt about the wrist of the figure, shewing that 
the light which reveals sin appears to the sinner also to chain the hand of Christ. The 
light which proceeds from the head of the figure, on the contrary, is that of the hope of sal- 
vation; it springs from the crown of thorns, and, though itself sad, subdued, and full of 
softness, is yet so powerful that it entirely melts into the glow of it the forms of the leaves 
and boughs, which it crosses, shewing that every earthly object must be hidden by this light, 
where its sphere extends.’”’—Ruskin, “ Arrows of the Chace.” 
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did not forbid it. It does people good to show their friends how much 
they love them. 

“Jesus stayed at night with his friends, in a village not far from the 
city, and every morning he came into the city. One morning he came 
over the hill, on the road which leads into the city, riding on an ass. It 
was a beautiful morning, and all his friends who were with him were filled 
with gladness. They shouted and sang as they marched along. They 
shouted “Hosanna!’ just as you shout ‘Hurrah!’ when you are marching in 
your processions. ‘This man is going to be our king!’ they called. ‘Praise 
God for our king!’ People from the city saw them coming and went out 
to meet them, so that there was a great multitude. They broke off 
branches of the palm trees along the way, and waved them in the air, just 
as the soldiers wave the royal banners of the king. Some of the people 
took off their cloaks and laid them on the ground for him to ride over, just 
as if he werea great king. They placed their palm branches on the ground, 
too, so that they seemed like a beautiful green carpet.” 

“Oh,” said Margaret, ‘“‘how pleased Jesus must have been!” 

“Yes,’”’ said mamma, “‘Jesus was pleased to know that the people loved 
him. And he was a king, you know, though he never sat upon a throne. 
The Bible sometimes calls him, ‘King of kings, and Lord of lords.’ 

“When they reached the city, there were many little children in the 
streets and about the temple. Now the children always loved Jesus, and 
when they saw him coming in this procession they all ran to meet him. 
They all joined in the procession, and sang songs, and shouted ‘Hosanna!’ 
and waved their hands for the children’s king. Some of those people 
who did not like Jesus tried to stop the children. But Jesus would not tell 
them to stop.” 

“Tf I had been there, I would have shouted for Jesus,”’ said Harold. 

“That is my brave boy,” said mamma. “But you must remember 
that there is just as much chance to let people know that you stand up 
for Jesus now, as then. You must never be afraid to let it be known that 
you are Jesus’ friend. 

“Now we will sing that hymn that you like so much. It isa good hymn 
for Palm Sunday.”’ 

So they sang,— 

“Onward, Christian soldiers, 
Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
Going on before. 
Christ, the royal Master, 
Leads against the foe; 


Forward into battle, 
See, His banners go. 


“Like a mighty army 
Moves the church of God; 


742 THE GOLDEN BOOK 


Brothers, we are treading 
Where the saints have trod; 

We are not divided, 
All one body we, 

One in hope and doctrine, 
One in charity. 


“Crowns and thrones may perish, 

Kingdoms rise and wane, 

But the church of Jesus 
Constant will remain; 

Gates of hell can never 
’Gainst that church prevail; 

We have Christ’s own promise, 
And that cannot fail. 


“Onward, then, ye people, 
Join our happy throng, 
Blend with ours your voices 
In the triumph song; 
Glory, laud, and honor 
Unto Christ the King; 
This through countless ages 
Men and angels sing.” 


HOW JESUS GAVE HIS LIFE FOR THE WORLD 


One afternoon in the springtime, just before Easter, Margaret was 
playing with her dolls. Her mamma came into the room and said:— 

“T want my little girl to be good while Iam gone; I am going to church.”’ 

“Why, mamma,” said Margaret, “this is not Sunday, this is Friday.” 

“Yes,” said mamma, “‘and this evening I will tell you and Harold why 
I am going to church on Friday.” 

At bedtime, mamma said, ‘‘ Now I will tell you 


How Jesus Gave his Life for the World 


“Tt is a very sad and yet a very sweet story. It is very sad to think that 
Jesus had enemies who hated him so much that they could kill him, and 
yet we love the story because it tells us how much Jesus loved us. 

“Tf we love any one very much, we are willing to give up things for him.” 

“Yes,” said Margaret, ‘Harold loves me, and he gave up his party 
when I was sick, and noise troubled me.” 

“That was a very kind and unselfish thing for Harold to do,” said 
mamma, “but Jesus gave up very much more than that for our sakes. 

“You would have to love any one very much indeed to give up your 
home for him. You would have to love any one better than you love 
yourself to give up your life for him.” 

“Do you mean like Frank’s papa,” said Harold, “when he ran into the 
fire when his house burned, to get Frank, and almost died?” 

“Yes,” said mamma, “Frank’s papa loved his little boy better than he 
loved his own life, and he was ready to give his own life that his little boy 
might be saved.” 


THE DIVINE MOTHER AND THE CHILD 
By Murillo (1618-1682) 


Bartolome Esteban Murillo was born at Seville, Spain, January 1, 1618. Very poor 
at first, he afterward gained wealth and fame by his masterly work, which made him an 
artist of the first rank. “The peasant-painter of Spain,’’ as he has been called, was a 
man of deep religious convictions. ‘‘He alone in the seventeenth century kept alive the 
pure flame of religious fervor which burned within the devout Italians of the early school.” 
His Madonnas are all of an especially sweet and gentle and motherly type. 
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“But why is the story sad, then?” said Margaret. 

“Tt is sad,” replied mamma, “because his death was such a cruel one, 
and because he suffered so much. 

“One night Jesus gathered his dearest friends about him, and they had 
supper together, and he told them how much he loved them, and that they 
must never forget him. 

“After the supper was over he went out into the night, to a place called 
the Garden of Gethsemane. Then his enemies came with torches, and 
found him there, and seized hold upon him, and bound him with ropes, 
and led him away. 

“ After they had treated him with great cruelty, they took him to a hill 
called Calvary outside the city, and there, before a great multitude of 
people, they nailed his hands and his feet to a cross of wood, and after he 
had suffered very much, he died there upon the cross. Then it grew dark 
upon the hill, and an earthquake shook the ground, and the people ran 
away in terror, because they began to see what a wicked thing they had 
done.”’ 

“Oh, what wicked people,” said Margaret, ‘‘to kill dear Jesus!”’ 

“Jesus loved even them,” said mamma, softly. ‘‘He was so good that 
he loved them, even while they were killing him, and asked his Father in 
heaven to forgive them, too. 

“You must remember that when we do what is wrong, we hurt our 
Father in heaven very much, but Jesus has taught us that he loves us 
still, and is ready to forgive us when we ask him. 

““So this is the reason why we love Jesussomuch. ‘We love him because 
he first loved us.’ This is the reason why mamma went to church to-day, 
to thank God for sending to the world such a loving Jesus, and to remember 
the day on which he died for us, and for all the world. 

“Now mamma will sing you a beautiful hymn about the cross. The 
cross was dreadful then, but we love it now because it makes us remember 


the love of Jesus.” 
“Tn the cross of Christ I glory; 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 


“When the woes of life o’ertake me, 
Hopes deceive and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 

Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 


“When the sun of bliss is bearning 
Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 
Adds new luster to the day. 


“Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 
Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that through all time abide. 
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“Tn the cross of Christ I glory; | 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime.” 


THE STORY OF THE FIRST EASTER DAY 


It was Easter Day. Both Margaret and Harold went to church. It 
was a beautiful day, warm and pleasant. The grass was green, and the 
tulips and the crocuses were blossoming in the gardens. Everybody was 
glad that the snow and the cold of winter had gone. When they were 
on their way to church, they saw a robin on a branch of a tree. The 
children laughed with pleasure to see Mr. Robin Redbreast back again. 
At church there were beautiful flowers, and the choir sang Easter songs 
and hymns. One of the hymns Harold liked very much indeed. He said 
it made him feel that the world was so glad that it couldn’t help singing 
its gladness right out. This hymn began— 

“Christ the Lord is risen to-day 
Sons of men and angels say; 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, 
Sing, ye heavens, and, earth, reply.” 

In the evening they sat with their mamma, watching the beautiful 
sunset. 

“Mamma,” said Harold, ‘‘I don’t think that I just understand about 
that long word the minister used so much this morning—resurrection; 
won’t you explain it, please?”’ 

“Well,” said mamma, “it is not very easy for little folks to understand, 
but I will try. I will tell you 


The Story of the First Easter Day 

“You know that the enemies of Jesus crucified him as I told you, and 
he died upon the cross.”’ 

“Yes,”’ said Margaret, soberly, “I know about that. My little kittie 
died. She went to sleep, and couldn’t wake up any more. Poor little 
kittie!’ 

“Yes,” said mamma, “and you know that dear Grandmamma White 
went to sleep and didn’t wake up, and God took her dear, beautiful soul 
to be with him. 

“After Jesus had suffered on the cross, he went to sleep, that sound, 
sound sleep that we call death. Then they took him from the cross, and 
placed his body in a tomb dug out of the rock, and rolled a great stone 
before the door. His disciples and all his friends were very, very sad, 
because they thought they would never see him again.” 

“But they did, mamma,” said Harold. 

“Oh, yes,” said Margaret, “he wasn’t truly dead.” 
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“Ah, yes, my dears,” said mamma, “he was truly dead, but after he 
had lain there quietly for three days, a wonderful thing happened. He 
came to life again. He came out from the tomb. He went to see his 
friends and his disciples. He made them very happy. He told them that 
soon he must go back to his Father in heaven, and that they must go 
everywhere in all the world, telling people about him. 

“Now I will read you the beautiful story of the first Easter Day, as it is 
told in the Bible:— 

“Now on the first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, while 
it was yet dark, unto the tomb, and seeth the stone taken away from the 
tomb. She runneth, therefore, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other 
disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, “They have-taken away 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him.”’ 

“ “Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and they went 
toward the tomb. And they both ran together: and the other disciple 
outran Peter, and came first to the tomb; and stooping and looking in he 
seeth the linen cloths lying, yet entered he not in. Simon Peter therefore 
cometh, following him, and entered into the tomb; and he beholdeth the 
linen cloths lying, and the napkin, that was upon his head, not lying with 
the linen cloths, but rolled up in a place by itself. Then entered in there- 
fore the other disciple also, which came first to the tomb, and he saw, and 
believed. For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again 
from the dead. So the disciples went away again unto their own home. 

“ “But Mary was standing without at the tomb weeping. So, as she 
wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; and she beholdeth two angels 
in white sitting, one at the head, and one at the feet, where the body of 
Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, ‘Woman, why weepest thou?” 

“« ‘She said unto them, ‘“‘ Because they have taken away my Lord, and 
I know not where they have laid him.” 

“When she had thus said, she turned herself back, and beholdeth Jesus 
standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 

“ “Jesus saith unto her, “Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest 
thou?” 

“« ‘She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, “Sir, if thou 
hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take 
him away.” 

“ «Jesus saith unto her, “Mary!” 

“ «She turneth herself, and saith unto him in Hebrew, “ Rabboni!” 
which is to say, ‘“‘ Master.” 

“ ¢ Jesus saith to her, “Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended unto 
my Father and your Father, and my God and your God.” 

“ “Mary Magdalene cometh and telleth the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord”; and how that he had said these things unto her.’”’ 
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“That is a very beautiful story, is it not?”’ said mamma, when she had 
finished reading. ‘And how glad Mary and all the friends of Jesus must 
have been to see him again!”’ 


THE STORY OF THE FIRST THANKSGIVING 


Harold and Margaret had been hoping for a snowy Thanksgiving, and 
they were very happy when, two days before Thanksgiving, the snow 
began to fall in great flakes. The sun shone again on Thanksgiving 
morning, and at nine o’clock the sleigh with the two dapple gray horses 
was ready to take all the family to Grandpa Emerson’s over the river and 
away four miles across the snowy fields in the country. How they enjoyed 
the ride in the fresh cold air! What a merry tune was sung by the jingling 
of the sleighbells! And how happy they were after they reached the big 
old farmhouse! First, of course, they were kissed and hugged by Grandpa 
Emerson and Grandma Emerson. Then they went out to the barn to see 
the horses and cows. Then they went sliding down the hill behind the 
barn. Then they made a beautiful snow man, and by that time they 
were ready for Grandma Emerson’s Thanksgiving dinner. 

They were to stay at their grandfather’s farm for a few days, and 
toward evening as they sat before the roaring fire in the big fireplace they 
asked mamma forastory. “I will tell you,” she said, 


“ The Story of the First Thanksgiving 


“The first settlers of New England were the Pilgrims who came across 
the sea from England in the ship Mayflower.” 

“Oh, yes,” said Harold, “I remember when we went to Plymouth and 
saw the Plymouth Rock and the old houses and the monument on the 
hill.” 

“Yes,” said mamma, “that is where they landed and built their log 
houses. I will recite a poem which I learned when I was a girl and went 
to school like Margaret.” 


“The breaking waves dashed high 
On a stern and rockbound coast, 
And the woods against a stormy sky 
Their giant branches tossed; 


“And the heavy night hung dark 
The hills and waters o’er, 
When a band of exiles moored their bark 
On the wild New England shore. 


“Not as the conqueror comes, 
They, the true-hearted, came, 
Not with the roll of the stirring drums, 
And the trumpet that sings of fame; 
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‘Not as the flying come, 
In silence and in fear,— 

They shook the depths of the desert gloom 
With their hymns of lofty cheer. 


‘Amidst the storm they sang, 
And the stars heard and the sea! 
And the sounding aisles of the dim wood rang 
To the anthem of the free! 


“The ocean eagle soared 
From his nest by the white wave’s foam, 
And the rocking pines of the forest roared— 
This was their welcome home! 


“There were men with hoary hair 
Amidst that pilgrim band— 
Why had they come to wither there 
Away from their childhood’s land? 


“There was woman’s fearless eye, 
Lit by her deep love’s truth; 
There was manhood’s brow, serenely high, 
And the fiery heart of youth. 


“What sought they thus afar? ~ 
Bright jewels of the mine? 
The wealth of seas, the spoils of war?— 
They sought a faith’s pure shrine. 


“Ay, call it holy ground, 
The soil where first they trod! 
They have left unstain’d what there they found— 
Freedom to worship God!” 


“Did they have a very hard time at Plymouth?” said Margaret. 

“Yes, my dear,” replied mamma, “a very hard time. There were 
little children, and they often had to go cold and hungry. After the 
Mayflower brought them to Plymouth, it had to sail away again to Eng- 
land and leave them in the wilderness alone.” 

“There were Indians, too,” said Harold. 

“Yes,” said mamma, “but they had the brave Miles Standish to protect 
them. At one time, so the story goes, they were almost starving. The 
winter was coming on, and they did not know what to do. So they set 
apart a certain day to fast and ask God’s help in their distress. I am not 
sure that it is true, but we will suppose that a little girl and boy like you 
had climbed the hill to gather a few sticks of wood for the fire. We will 
suppose that the little girl was looking out to sea, and suddenly she cried, 
‘Oh, John, what can that be? Is it a sail?’ 

“And we will suppose that John said, ‘Oh, no, Priscilla, that is nothing 
but a sea gull; there is no ship coming.’ 

“But Priscilla insisted. 

“ ‘Tt is, John, it isa sail.’ And John looked again and cried, “Yes! yes! 


it is, it is a sail!’ 
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“Then how they ran to the village shouting, ‘A sail! a sail!’ and how 
the people came crowding out of the little church where they had gathered 
to pray, and how happy they all were! 

“T do not know whether the children caught sight of the sail first, but 
it is true that on the day appointed for fast and prayer, a ship came from 
England, and the fast day was turned into a day of feasting and thanks- 
giving to God for his mercies. And ever after in New England, and now 
all over this country, the people keep this day; a day for feasting and joy, 
but a day also of humble thankfulness to God for all his goodness to his 
children. 

“Now, we will draw the curtains and sing a Thanksgiving hymn.” 

“Q God, beneath Thy guiding hand 
Our exiled fathers crossed the sea, 


And when they trod the wintry strand 
With prayer and psalm they worshiped Thee. 


“Thou heard’st well pleased the song, the prayer: 
Thy blessing came; and still its power 
Shall onward through all ages bear 
The memory of that holy hour. 


“Laws, freedom, truth, and faith in God, 
Came with those exiles o’er the waves. 
And where their pilgrim feet have trod, 
The God they trusted guards their graves. 


“And here Thy name, O God of love, 
Their children’s children shall adore 
Till these eternal hills remove, 
And spring adorns the earth no more.” 


LITTLE BROTHERS OF THE AIR AND FIELDS 


Margaret and Harold had learned to be kind to animals. They belonged 
to a “Band of Mercy,” a company of boys and girls who were pledged 
never to be unkind to any dumb creature, and to rescue any poor beast 
who might be in distress or suffering cruel treatment. They had many 
chances to help poor dogs and cats which were being persecuted by cruel 
boys. One day they came home from school and told about a poor little 
kitten which they had protected when it was almost dead from fright. 
“That was very kind,” said mamma, “and to-night I will read you some 
stories and poems about kindness to animals which I have been saving.” 
Margaret and Harold played with their dog Sport and their big cat Spot 
until supper time. After supper they were ready for the stories and poems. 

“Once upon a time,” said mamma, “there lived a very good man who 
came to be known as St. Francis of Assisi. He was very kind to all birds 
and animals. He called the birds ‘little brothers of the air’ and the animals 
‘little brothers of the field and woods.’ These stories are told about him:— 

“ “Once, full of joy, he was going on his way when, perceiving some 


—- 


MADONNA OF THE HARPIES 
By Andrea del Sarto (1486-1531) 


. The name of this great artist means “Andrea the tailor.’ Little is known of his 
early life. He painted many great frescoes and pictures at Florence and at Paris but 
the latter part of his life was neither happy nor honorable. The Madonna of the Harpies 
is so called from the two strange figures at the base of the beautiful figures of the Mother 
and the Child. 
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flocks of birds, he turned aside a little from the road to go to them. Far 
from taking flight, they flocked around him as if to bid him welcome. 
“Brother birds,” he said to them, “you ought to praise and love your 
Creator very much. He has given you feathers for clothing, wings for 
flying, and all that is needful for you. He has made you the noblest of 
his creatures; he permits you to live in the pure air; you have neither to 
sow nor to reap, and yet he takes care of you, watches over you and guides 
you.” Then the birds began to arch their necks, to spread out their 
wings, to open their beaks, to look at him, as if to thank him, while he 
went up and down in their midst stroking them with the border of his 
tunic, sending them away at last with his blessing.’ 

“ “Tn this same hour, passing through Alviano, he began to preach to 
the people, but the swallows so filled the air with their chirping that he 
could not make himself heard. ‘It is my turn to speak,” he said to them; 
“little swallow sisters, hearken to the word of God; keep silent and be 
very quiet until I have finished.’’’ 

“ “At Rieti a family of redbreasts were the guests of the monastery, 
and the young birds made marauding expeditions on the very table where 
the Brothers were eating. Not far from there, at Greccio, at another time, 
they brought to Francis a little rabbit that had been taken alive in a trap. 
““Come to me, Brother Rabbit,” he said to it. And as the poor creature, 
being set free, ran to him for refuge, he took it up, caressed it, and finally 
put it on the ground that it might run away; but it returned to him again 
and again, so that he was obliged to send it to the neighboring forest before 
it would consent to return to freedom.’ 

*“ “One day he was crossing the Lake of Rieti. The boatman in whose 
bark he was making the passage offered him a fish of uncommon size. 
Francis accepted it with joy, but, to the great amazement of the fisherman, 
put it back into the water, bidding it bless God.’ 

“Here is a story which I once read about a very good and distinguished 
man who tells how he learned when he was a boy not to kill even the 
smallest animal needlessly. 

“ “T saw one day a little spotted turtle sunning itself in the shallow 
water, and I lifted the stick in my hand to kill it, for, though I had never 
killed any creature, I had seen other boys kill birds, squirrels, and the like, 
and I had a disposition to follow their wicked example; but all at once 
something checked my little arm, and a voice within me said, clear and 
loud, “It is wrong,’’ and so I held my uplifted stick until the turtle 
vanished from my sight. Then I went home and told my mother, and 
asked her what it was that told me it was wrong. She wiped a tear from 
her eye, and took me in her arms, and said: “Some call it conscience, but 
I call it the voice of God in the human soul. If you listen to it and obey 
it, then it will speak clearer and clearer, and always guide you right. 
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But if you do not listen to it, or disobey it, then it will fade out, little by 
little, and leave you in the dark without a guide. Your life, my child, 
depends on heeding that little voice.”’’ 

“And here are some poems which teach us to be gentle and kind to the 
dumb animals which depend upon us for life and look to us for mercy. The 
poet Cowper says:— 


“¢T would not enter on my list of friends, 
Though graced with polished manners and fine sense, 
Yet wanting sensibility, the man 
Who needlessly sets foot upon a worm.’ 


“Coleridge in a great poem, ‘The Ancient Mariner,’ which I will read 
to you when you are a little older, says:— 


‘*<TTe prayeth well who loveth well 
Both man and bird and beast. 


“Te prayeth best who loveth best 
All things, both great and small; 
For the dear God who loveth us, 
He made and loveth all.’ 


“And here are two verses whose author I do not know:— 


“ “Maker of earth, and sea, and sky, 
Creation’s Sovereign Lord and King; 
Who hung the starry worlds on high 
And formed alike the sparrow’s wing: 
Bless the dumb creatures of Thy care, 
And listen to their voiceless prayer. 


“ ¢ All-Father! who on Mercy’s throne 
Hear’st Thy dumb creatures’ faintest moan,— 
Thy love be ours, and ours shall be 
Returned in deeds to these and Thee.’ 


“There is a poem by John Ruskin which speaks of that good time 
coming when cruelty shall cease and terrible wars shall be no more. 


A SONG OF PEACE 


“ “Put off, put off your mail, ye kings, and beat your brands to dust; 
A surer grasp your hands must know, your hearts a better trust. 
Nay, bend aback the lance’s point, and break the helmet bar, 

A noise is in the morning winds, but not the note of war! 


““* Among the grassy mountain paths the glittering troops increase; 
They come! they come!—how fair their feet!—they come that publish peace. 
Yea, Victory, fair Victory, our enemies are ours, 
And all the clouds are clasped in light, and all the earth with flowers. 


“CAh! still depressed and dim with dew, but wait a little while, 
And radiant with the deathless rose the wilderness shall smile, 
And every tender, living thing shall feed by streams of rest, 
Nor lamb shall from the fold be lost, nor nursling from the nest.’ 
“That reminds us of what the prophet said about the time when all the 
beasts even shall lose their cruel traits and live at peace with each other, 
and even play with little children.” 
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“Could that ever be true, mamma?” interrupted Harold. 

“Well, even now, my dear,” replied mamma, “wild and fierce animals 
have been wholly tamed by kindness. We cannot tell what beautiful 
things might happen if all evil and unkindness should be driven from the 
world and men should live as Christ taught us to live. 

“Here are the prophet’s words: ‘And the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young 
lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the 
cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play 
on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the 
adder’s den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea.’ 

“These verses are from the Psalms and the Proverbs:— 

“« “Wor every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.’ 

**<«T know all the fowls of the mountains; and the wild beasts of the field are mine.’ 

‘ “The merciful man doeth good to his own soul; but he that is cruel troubleth his own 
aon ‘A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast; but the tender mercies of the wicked 
are cruel.’ 

““And here are some of the words of Jesus about animals and birds 
and about kindness:— 


“* “Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.’ 

“ “Blessed are the merciful, for they shali obtain mercy.’ 

“<The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath 
not where to lay his head.’ 

“ «Therefore I say unto you, Be not anxious for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye 
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than the 
food, and the body than the raiment? Behold the birds of the heavens, that they sow not, 
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; and your Heavenly Father feedeth them. Are 


ye not of much more value than they?’ ; 
“¢ Ave not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and not one of them shall fall on the ground 


without your Father; but the very hairs of your head are all numbered.’ ”’ 

“And now it is late and my little lambs must go to their beds. I am 
sure that you both will be kind in every way to your little brothers of the 
air and the woods and fields, and your little dumb brothers in the streets 


of the city.” 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


Harold and Margaret were looking at a picture of an Eastern shepherd 


with his flocks. 
“Mamma,” said Harold, “is this our country? This man is not 


dressed as men are here.” 
“No,” said mamma, “‘it is a picture of a shepherd and his sheep in the 


country of the Bible.” 
“What makes the shepherd go before the sheep, mamma?’ asked 


Harold. 
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“Tn that country,” said mamma, “the sheep are not driven, but 
are led.” 

“Were sheep more plenty in the Bible land than in ours? I have never 
seen many sheep,”’ said Harold. 

“Yes,” answered mamma, “most of the children in the Bible land knew 
all about sheep. Many of the hillsides had little white flocks of sheep on 
them. They were not kept in fields with fences. They wandered about 
over the open pasture lands; and so a man or a boy must be with them to 
watch over them. He was called the shepherd. He took them to the 
best pastures. At some seasons of the year he had to lead them a long 
way to find water. He kept the bears and the wolves and the lions away. 
He kept away the thieves who might come to steal the sheep. At night 
he drove the sheep to a fold, or shed, or sometimes he slept with them all 
night in the open air, beneath the stars. The shepherd named the sheep, 
and the sheep all knew him and loved him. They would follow him, but 
they would not follow a stranger. Because the people of the Bible land 
knew so much about the sheep and the shepherds, the writers of the Bible 
said a good deal about them. 

“Now get the Bible and I will read you some of the things which it 
says about sheep.” 

Margaret brought the Bible, and mamma read first what Jesus said 
about himself as the good shepherd :— 

“ “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into 
the fold of the sheep, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief 
and arobber. But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. ‘To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and 
he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. When he hath 
put forth all his own, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him, for 
they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee 
from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.’ 

“ “Jesus said unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the 
door of the sheep. All that came before me are thieves and robbers: but 
the sheep did not hear them. Iam the door: by me if any man enter in, 
he shall go in and out, and shall find pasture. The thief cometh not, but 
that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I came that they may have life, 
and may have it abundantly. Iam the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
layeth down his life for the sheep. He that is a hireling, and not a shep- 
herd, whose own the sheep are not, beholdeth the wolf coming, and 
leaveth the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf snatcheth them, and scattereth 
them: he fleeth because he is a hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 
I am the good shepherd; and I know mine own, and mine own know me, 
even as the Father knoweth me, and I know the Father; and I lay down 
my life for the sheep.’”’ 


NATIVE PLOWING WITH CAMEL 


From a photograph by Prof. Lewis Bayles Paton of Hartford Theological Seminary, and 
used by his kind permission 


The farmer seems to have tethered his camel to a very rude hoe, while his picture is 
being taken! The camel looks strong enough for the work, but the plow is very primitive 
and the soil seems very poor. 
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“This means, my dears,’”’ said mamma, “that Jesus cares for you and 
for all his children, just as a good and faithful shepherd cares for his 
sheep. The good shepherd brings his sheep safely home at night, and the 
porter, or keeper of the fold, opens the door and lets them in. The sheep 
hear his voice, and he calls each one by name and they follow him, but they 
will not follow a stranger.” 

“What does ‘hireling’ mean?” said Margaret. 

“Tt means, dear,” replied mamma, “one who is hired to carefor thesheep, 
but who does not know them or love them as the good shepherd does.” 

“T know,” said Harold; “it means that Jesus can take care of us better 
than any one else.” 

“Yes,” said mamma, “that is just what it means. And here is another 
story from the Bible, which Jesus told to show how very tenderly he loves 
and cares for his little ones’ :— 

*““ “Jesus said, See that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say 
unto you, that in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my 
Father which is in heaven. How think ye? If any man have a hundred 
sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and 
nine, and go unto the mountains and seek that which goeth astray? And 
if so be that he find it, verily, I say unto you, he rejoiceth over it more than 
over the ninety and nine which have not gone astray. Even so it is not 
the will of your Father which is in heaven that one of these little ones 
shall perish.’ ”’ 

“Tn the book of the Bible called the Psalms,”’ continued mamma, “the 
twenty-third is often called the Shepherd Psalm.”’ 

“Oh, we know that psalm,” said Margaret. 

““Suppose,”” said mamma, “‘that one of the sheep in our picture could 
talk and think like you. Would he not wish to say something about his 
shepherd, very much like this psalm? The sheep would tell you how the 
shepherd led him to the green pastures, and let him rest by the brooks 
that flow gently through the meadows, and kept him safe in the valleys 
where no wild beasts were hiding to kill him, and put out his long staff to 
guide him and to help him up the steep paths of the hills. Now let us 
say the psalm together.” 

“«The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul: 
He guideth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; for thou art with me: 
Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 
Thou hast anointed my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 


Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
And I will dwell in the House of the Lord for ever.’ ” 
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“amma,” said Harold, “sheep don’t eat at tables, or have cups.” 

“No,” said mamma, smiling, “that shows us that, after all, this psalm 
is about a man, and not about a sheep. It means that when troubles and 
dangers are all about us God still gives all that we need. Sometime that 
will mean a great deal more to you than it does now.” 

“T don’t understand,” said Margaret, ‘about anointing the head with 
oil, and dwelling in the house of the Lord.” 

“Tn the Bible land,” said mamma, ‘when a man wished to honor a 
guest whom he had invited to a feast, he poured out a little sweet-smelling 
oil upon his head. The psalm means that God makes his people, even 
when they are in the midst of danger, feel as happy as though they were 
honored guests at a feast. To dwell in the house of the Lord forever 
means that we are to feel always perfectly secure, as though we were 
living in God’s own house, where nothing could ever harm us.”’ 

Harold thought a moment, and then he said, “I think that I know what 
all the stories about sheep in the Bible mean. They mean that people 
are like sheep, and they can’t take care of themselves, but that God loves 
them very much, and that he will always take care of them.” 

“Yes, that is just it,’ said mamma, “and now, as it is growing 
dark, let us sing that song which is the twenty-third psalm put 
into different words.” 

“¢The Lord is my shepherd; no want shall I know; 
I feed in green pastures, safe-folded I rest; 


He leadeth my soul where the still waters flow, 
Restores me when wandering, redeems when oppressed. 


“Through the valley and shadow of death though I stray, 
Since Thou art my guardian, no evil I fear; 
Thy rod shall defend me, Thy staff be my stay; 
No harm can befall, with my Comforter near. 
“Tn the midst of affliction my table is spread; 
With blessings unmeasured my cup runneth o’er; 
With perfume and oil Thou anointest my head; 
O what shall I ask of Thy providence more? 


“Tet goodness and mercy, my bountiful God, 
Still follow my steps till I meet Thee above; 
I seek, by the path which my forefathers trod 
Through the land of their sojourn, Thy kingdom of love.’ ”’ 


Prayers for Dittle Children 


afe 
Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 


Jesus, take this heart of mine, 

Make it pure, and only Thine. 

I Thy little child would be, 

Help me, Lord, to live for Thee. AMEN. 


I thank Thee, Lord, for quiet rest, 
And for Thy care of me; 

Oh, let me through this day be blest, 
And kept from harm by Thee. 

Oh, let me thank Thee, kind Thou art 
To children such as I, 

Give me a gentle, loving heart; 
Be Thou my friend on high. AMEN. 


AMEN. 


—Beginner’s Reading Book. 


Dear Lord, for these three things I pray; 
To know Thee more clearly, 
To love Thee more dearly, 
To follow Thee more nearly, 

Every day. AMEN. 


Father in heaven, help Thy little children 
To love and serve Thee throughout this day. 
Help us to be truthful, help us to be kindly, 
That we may please Thee in all we do or say. 


Dear Lord, we pray Thee, keep Thy little children 
From doing wrong throughout this happy day. 

Hear our morning promises. Father, help us keep them, 
That we may please Thee in all we do or say. AMEN. 


( 
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For Jesus Christ, the children’s friend, 
We thank Thee, Heavenly Father. 

For Jesus Christ, who keeps us to the end, 
We thank Thee, Heavenly Father. AMEN. 


Father, we thank Thee for the night, 
And for the pleasant morning light; 
For rest and food and loving care, 
And all that makes the day so fair. 


Help us to do the things we should, 

To be to others kind and good; 

In all we do in work or play, 

To grow more loving every day. AMEN. 


Dear Lord, we thank Thee for Thy care, 
And all Thy mercy sends; 

For food we eat, the clothes we wear, 
Our health and home and friends. AMEN. 


Loving Jesus, meek and mild, 
Look upon a little child. 

Make me gentle as Thou art, 
Come and live within my heart. 


Take my childish hand in Thine, 
Guide these little feet of mine, 

And the world shall ever see 

Christ, the holy child, in me. AMEN. 


Lord, though Thy home is in the sky, 
Thou art not far away; 

Thou lookest down with loving eye 
When little children pray. 


We thank Thee for Thy tender care, 
And for Thy precious love, 

For all the beauty Thou hast made 
Of earth and heaven above. AMEN. 


THE HOLY FAMILY 
By O. Voelkel 


ra 


PRAYERS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN 


Jesus, tender Shepherd, hear me; 
Bless Thy little lamb to-night. 
Through the darkness be Thou near me; 
Keep me safe till morning light. 


All this day Thy hand has led me, 
And I thank Thee for Thy care; 

Thou hast warmed me, clothed and fed me, 
Listen to my evening prayer. 


Let my sins be all forgiven, 
Bless the friends I love so well; 
Take us all at last to heaven, 


Happy there with Thee to dwell. AMEN. 


My Father in heaven, I thank Thee for my many blessings. 
Thee very much. Help me to love Thee more and to obey Thee better. 
Forgive all my sins, I pray Thee. 
understanding. Bless all my friends and keep them and me, both now 


AMEN. 


Give me good thoughts. 


I love 


Give me 


—By courtesy of the Clarke School, Northampton, Mass. 


A CHILD’S GRACE 


Some hae meat and canna eat, 
And some wad eat that want it; 
But we hae meat and we can eat, 
And sae the Lord be thankit. AMEN. 


—Robert Burns. 


GRACE FOR A CHILD 


Here, a little child, I stand, 
Heaving up my either hand; 

Cold as paddocks though they be, 
Here I lift them up to Thee, 

For a benison to fall 

On our meat and on us all. AMEN. 


—Robert Herrick. 


Old Time Werses for Children 


of- 
CRADLE HYMN 


Hush, my dear, lie still and slumber; 
Holy angels guard thy bed; 

Heav’nly blessings without number 
Gently falling on thy head. 


Sleep, my babe, thy food and raiment, 
House and home, thy friends provide; 
All without thy care or payment, 
All thy wants are well supplied. 


How much better thou’rt attended 
Than the Son of God could be, 

When from heaven he descended, 
And became a child like thee. 


Soft and easy is thy cradle; 
Coarse and hard thy Saviour lay, 
When his birthplace was a stable, 
And his softest bed was hay. —Isaac Watts. 


CHORUS 


We see Him come, and know Him ours, 
Who, with His sunshine and His showers, 
Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 


The Darling of the world is come, 
And fit it is we find a room 

To welcome Him. The nobler part 
Of all the house here, is the heart, 


Which we will give Him; and bequeath 

This holly, and this ivy wreath, 

To do Him honor, who’s our King, 

And Lord of all this reveling. —Robert Herrick. 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
By Murillo (1618-1682) 


Bartolome Esteban Murillo was born at Seville, Spain, January 1, 1618. Very poor 
at first, he afterward gained wealth and fame by his masterly work, which made him an 
artist of the first rank. ‘The peasant-painter of Spain,” as he has been ealled, was a 
man of deep religious convictions. ‘‘He alone in the seventeenth century kept alive the 
pure flame of religious fervor which burned within the devout Italians of the early school.” 
Tis Madonnas are all of an especially sweet and gentle and motherly type. 
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A PRETTY THING 


Who am I that shines so bright 
With my pretty yellow light, 
Peeping through your curtains gray? 
Tell me, little girl, I pray. 


When the sun is gone, I rise 
In the very silent skies; 

And a cloud or two doth skim 
Round about my silver rim. 


All the little stars do seem 
Hidden by my brighter beam; 
And among them I do ride, 
Like a queen in all her pride. 


Then the reaper goes along, 
Singing forth a merry song, 
While I light the shaking leaves 
And the yellow harvest sheaves. 


Little girl, consider well, 

Who this simple tale doth tell; 

And I think you’ll guess it soon, 

For I only am the Moon. —Ann Taylor. 


THE SHEEP 


Lazy sheep, pray tell me why 

In the pleasant fields you lie, 
Hating grass or daisies white, 
From the morning till the night? 
Everything can something do, 
But what kind of use are you? 


Nay, my little master, nay, 

Do not serve me so, I pray. 

Don’t you see the wool that grows 
On my back to make your clothes? 
Cold, and very cold you’d be, 

If you had not wool from me. 


True, it seems a pleasant thing 
To nip the daisies in the spring; 
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But many chilly nights I pass 

On the cold and dewy grass, 

Or pick a scanty dinner where 

All the common’s brown and bare. 


Then the farmer comes at last, 

When the merry spring is past, 

And cuts my woolly coat away, 

To warm you in the winter’s day. 

Little master, this is why 

In the pleasant fields I lie. —Jane Taylor. 


PRAISE FOR CREATION AND PROVIDENCE 


I sing th’ Almighty power of God, 
That made the mountains rise, 

That spread the flowing seas abroad, 
And built the lofty skies. 


I sing the wisdom that ordain’d 
The sun to rule the day; 

The moon shines full at His command, 
And all the stars obey. 


I sing the goodness of the Lord, 
That fill’d the earth with food; 

He formed the creatures with His word, 
And then pronounced them good. 


Lord, how Thy wonders are display’d 
Where’er I turn mine eye! 

If I survey the ground I tread, 
Or gaze upon the sky! 


There’s not a plant or flower below 
But makes Thy glories known: 

And clouds arise, and tempests blow, 
By order from Thy throne. 


Creatures (as numerous as they be) 
Are subject to Thy care: 
There’s not a place where we can flee, 
But God is present there. —Isaac Watts. 
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A GENERAL SONG OF PRAISE TO GOD 


How glorious is our heavenly King, 
Who reigns above the sky! 

How shall a child presume to sing 
His dreadful majesty? 


How great His power is none can tell, 
Nor think how large His grace: 

Not men below, nor saints that dwell 
On high before His face. 


Not angels, that stand round the Lord, 
Can search His secret will; 

But they perform His heavenly word, 
And sing His praises still. 


Then let me join this holy train, 
And my first offerings bring; 
The eternal God will not disdain 

To hear an infant sing. 


My heart resolves, my tongue obeys, 
And angels shall rejoice, 
To hear their mighty Maker’s praise 
Sound from a feeble voice. —Isaac Watts. 


GETTING UP 


Now, my baby, ope your eye, 
For the sun is in the sky, 

And he’s peeping once again 
Through the frosty windowpane. 
Little baby, do not keep 

Any longer fast asleep. 


There now, sit in mother’s lap, 
That she may untie your cap; 

For the little strings have got 
Twisted into such a knot. 

Yes, you know you’ve been at play 
With the bobbin as your lay. 


There it comes, now let us see 
Where your petticoats can be; 
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Oh, they’re in the window seat, 
Folded very smooth and neat; 
When my baby older grows 
She shall double up her clothes. 


Now one pretty little kiss, 

For dressing you so nice as this. 

But before we go downstairs, 

Don’t forget to say your prayers, 

For ’tis God who loves to keep 

Little babies fast asleep. -—Jane Taylor. 


A FINE THING 


Who am I with noble face, 
Shining in a clear blue place? 
If.to look at me you try, 

I shall blind your little eye. 


When my noble face I show, 
Over yonder mountain blue, 
All the clouds away do ride, 
And the dusky night beside. 


Then the clear wet dews I dry 
With the look of my bright eye; 
And the little birds awake, 
Many a merry tune to make. 


Cowslips, then, and harebells blue, 
And lily-cups their leaves undo; 
For they shut themselves up tight, 
All the dark and foggy night. 


Then the busy people go, 

Some to plow, and some to sow; 

When I leave, their work is done,— 

Guess if I am not the Sun. —Jane Taylor. 


THE SNOWDROP 


Now the spring is coming on, 
Now the snow and ice are gone, 
Come, my little snowdrop root, 
Will you not begin to shoot? 


JESUS AND JOHN 
By Murillo (1618-1682) 


Bartolome Hsteban Murillo was born at Seville, Spain, January 1, 1618. Very poor 
at first, he afterward gained wealth and fame by his masterly work, which made him an 
artist of the first rank. ‘‘The peasant-painter of Spain,” as he has been ealled, was a 
man of deep religious convictions. ‘‘He alone in the seventeenth century kept alive the 
pure flame of religious fervor which burned within the devout Italians of the early school.” 
His Madonnas are all of an especially sweet and gentle and motherly type. 
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Ah! I see your pretty head 
Peeping on the flower bed, 
Looking all so green and gay 
On this fine and pleasant day. 


For the mild south wind doth blow, 
And hath melted all the snow, 

And the sun shines out so warm, 
You need not fear another storm. 


So come up, you pretty thing, 
Just to tell us it is spring, 
Hanging down your modest head 
On my pleasant flower bed. 
—Jane Taylor. 


GOING TO BED 


The moon is up, the sun is gone, 
Now nothing here he shines upon; 
The pretty birds are in their nest, 
The cows are lying down to rest, 

Or wait, beneath the farmer’s shed, 
To hear the merry milkmaid’s tread. 


The pleasant flowers that opened wide, 
And smelt so sweet at morning-tide, 
Fold up their leaves, as if to say, 
““Good-by, we’ll come another day; 
And now, dear little lady, you 

Must sleep, as we shall seem to do.” 


Yes,—here ’s my pretty bed, and I 
Will kiss mamma, and say “by, by!”’ 
So nice and warm, so smooth and white, 
So comfortable all the night! 
And when my little prayer is said, 
How could I ery to go to bed? 
—Jane Taylor. 


TIME TO GET UP 


The cock, who soundly sleeps at night, 
Rises with the morning light; 
Very loud and shrill he crows; 
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Then the sleeping ploughman knows 
He must rise and hasten, too, 
All his morning work to do. 


And the little lark does fly 

To the middle of the sky. 
You may hear his merry tune, 
In the morning very soon; 
For he does not like to rest 
Idly in his downy nest. 


While the cock is crowing shrill, 

Leave my little bed I will, 

And I’ll rise to hear the lark, 

Now it is no longer dark. 

’T would be a pity there to stay, 

When ’tis bright and pleasant day. —Jane Taylor. 


LOVE BETWEEN BROTHERS AND SISTERS 


Whatever brawls disturb the street, 
There should be peace at home; 

Where sisters dwell and brothers meet, 
Quarrels should never come. 


Birds in their little nests agree, 
And ’tis a shameful sight, 

When children of one family 
Fall out, and chide, and fight. 


Hard names at first, and threatening words 
That are but noisy breath, 

May grow to clubs and naked swords, 
To murder and to death. 


The devil tempts one mother’s son 
To rage against another; 

So wicked Cain was hurried on 
Till he had killed his brother. 


The wise will make their anger cool, 
At least before ’tis night; 

But in the bosom of a fool 
It burns till morning light. 


OLD TIME VERSES FOR CHILDREN 775 


Pardon, O Lord, our childish rage, 
Our little brawls remove; 
That, as we grow to riper age, 
Our hearts may all be love. —TIsaac Watts. 


A SUMMER EVENING 


How fine has the day been! How bright was the sun! 
How lovely and joyful the course that he run; 
Though he rose in a mist when his race he begun, 
And there follow’d some droppings of rain: 
But now the fair traveler’s come to the West, 
His rays are all gold, and his beauties are best; 
He paints the skies gay as he sinks to his rest, 
And foretells a bright rising again. 


Just such is the Christian. His course he begins, 
Like the sun in the mist, when he mourns for his sins, 
And melts into tears; then he breaks out and shines, 
And travels his heavenly way: 
But when he comes nearer to finish his race 
Like a fine setting sun, he looks richer in grace, 
And gives a sure hope, at the end of his days, 
Of rising in brighter array. —Isaac Watts. 


THE STAR 


Twinkle, twinkle, little star, 
How I wonder what you are! 
Up above the world so high, 
Like a diamond in the sky. 


When the blazing sun is gone, 
When he nothing shines upon, 
Then you show your little light,— 
Twinkle, twinkle, all the night. 


Then the traveler in the dark 
Thanks you for your tiny spark. 
He could not see which way to go, 
If you did not twinkle so. 


~] 
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In the dark blue sky you keep, 

And often through my curtains peep; 
For you never shut your eye 

Till the sun is in the sky. 


As your bright and tiny spark 

Lights the traveler in the dark, 

Though I know not what you are, 

Twinkle, twinkle, little star. —Jane Taylor. 


THE FLOWER AND THE LADY 
ABOUT GETTING UP 


Pretty flower, tell me why 
All your leaves do open wide, 
Every morning, when on high 
The noble sun begins to ride. 


This is why, my lady fair, 
If you would the reason know, 
For betimes the pleasant air 
Very cheerfully doth blow. 


And the birds on every tree 
Sing a merry, merry tune, 
And the busy honey bee 
Comes to suck my sugar soon. 


This is, then, the reason why 
I my little leaves undo. 
Little lady, wake and try 
If I have not told you true. —Jane Taylor. 


INNOCENT PLAY 


Abrcad in the meadows, to see the young lambs 

Run sporting about by the side of their dams, 
With fleeces so clean and so white; 

Or a nest of young doves in a large open cage, 

When they play all in love, without anger or rage, 
How much we may learn from the sight! 
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If we had been ducks, we might dabble in mud; 
Or dogs, we might play till it ended in blood: 
So foul and so fierce are their natures; 
But Thomas and William, and such pretty names, 
Should be cleanly and harmless as doves or as lambs, 
Those lovely, sweet innocent creatures. 


Not a thing that we do, nor a word that we say, 
Should injure another in jesting or play, 
For he’s still in earnest that’s hurt: 
How rude are the boys that throw pebbles and mire; 
There’s none but a madman will fling about fire, 
And tell you, “’Tis all but in sport!” —Isaac Watts. 


AGAINST QUARRELING AND FIGHTING 


Let dogs delight to bark and bite, 
For God hath made them so; 

Let bears and lions growl and fight, 
For ’tis their nature, too: 


But, children, you should never let 
Such angry passions rise; 

Your little hands were never made 
To tear each other’s eyes. 


Let love through all your actions run, 
And all your words be mild; 

Live like the blessed Virgin’s Son, 
That sweet and lovely Child. 


His soul was gentle as a lamb; 
And as His stature grew, 

He grew in favor both with man 
And God, His Father, too. 


Now, Lord of all, He reigns above, 
And from His heavenly throne 
He sees what children dwell in love, 
And marks them for His own. —Isaac Watts. 
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THE ANT, OR EMMET 


These emmets, how little they are in our eyes! 
We tread them to dust, and a troop of them dies, 
Without our regard or concern; 
Yet, as wise as we are, if we went to their school, 
There’s many a sluggard and many a fool 
Some lessons of wisdom might learn. 


They wear not their time out in sleeping or play, 

But gather up corn in a sunshiny day, 
And for winter they lay up their stores; 

They manage their work in such regular forms 

One would think they foresaw all the frosts and the storms, 
And so brought their food within doors. 


But I have less sense than a poor creeping ant 
If I take not due care for the things I shall want, 
Nor provide against dangers in time; 
When death or old age shall once stare in my face, 
What a wretch shall I be in the end of my days 
If I trifle away all their prime! 


Now, while my strength and my youth are in bloom, 

Let me think what shall serve me when sickness shall come, 
And pray that my sins be forgiven; 

Let me read in good books, and believe, and obey, 

That, when death turns me out of this cottage of clay, 


I may dwell in a palace in heaven. —Isaac Watts. 


A MORNING SONG 


My God, who makes the sun to know 
His proper hour to rise, 

And, to give light to all below, 
Doth send him round the skies. 


When from the chambers of the east 
His morning race begins, 

He never tires, nor stops to rest, 
But round the world he shines. 
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So, like the sun, would I fulfill 
The business of the day; 

Begin my work betimes, and still 
March on my heavenly way. 


Give me, O Lord, Thine early grace, 
Nor let my soul complain, 
That the young morning of my days 
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Has all been spent in vain. —Isaac Watts. 


AGAINST IDLENESS AND MISCHIEF 


How doth the little busy bee 
Improve each shining hour, 

And gather honey all the day 
From every opening flower! 


How skillfully she builds her cell! 
How neat she spreads the wax! 

And labors hard to store it well 
With the sweet food she makes. 


In works of labor or of skill 
I woula be busy, too: 

For Satan finds some mischief still 
For idle hands to do. 


In books, or work, or healthful play, 
Let my first years be pass’d; 
That I may give for every day 


Some good account at last. —Isaac Watts. 


AGAINST PRIDE IN CLOTHES 


How proud we are! how fond to show 
Our clothes, and call them rich and new, 
When the poor sheep and silkworm wore 
That very clothing long before. 


The tulip and the butterfly 
Appear in gayer coats than I; 
Let me be dress’d fine as I will, 
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Flies, worms, and flowers exceed me still. 
Then will I set my heart to find 

Inward adornings of the mind; 
Knowledge and virtue, truth and grace! 
These are the robes of richest dress. 

No more shall worms with me compare, 
This is the raiment angels wear; 

The Son of God, when here below, 

Put on this best apparel, too. 


It never fades, it ne’er grows old, 

Nor fears the rain, nor moth, nor mould; 

It takes no spot, but still refines; 

The more ’tis worn the more it shines. 

In this on earth would I appear, 

Then go to heaven and wear it there; 

God will approve it in His sight, 

"Tis His own work and His delight. —Isaac Watts. 


THE ROSE 


How fair is the Rose! What a beautiful flower! 
The glory of April and May; 

But the leaves are beginning to fade in an hour, 
And they wither and die in a day. 


Yet the Rose has one powerful virtue to boast, 
Above all the flowers of the field! 

When its leaves are all dead and fine colors are lost, 
Still how sweet a perfume it will yield! 


So, frail is the youth and the beauty of man, 
Though they bloom and look gay like the Rose; 

But all our fond care to preserve them is vain, 
Time kills them as fast as he goes. 


Then [’ll not be proud of my youth and my beauty, 
Since both of them wither and fade; 
But gain a good name by well doing my duty: 
This will scent like a rose when I’m dead. —Isaac Watts. 


THE SISTINE MADONNA 
By Raphael (1483-1520) 


Raphael is generally considered the greatest of all painters, and the Sistine Madonna 
is the most famous Madonna in the world. 

“The Sistine Madonna is above all words of praise; all extravagance of expression is 
silenced before her simplicity. Not one false note, not one exaggerated emphasis, jars upon 
the harmony of body, soul, and spirit. Confident, but entirely unassuming; serious, but 
without sadness; joyous, but not to mirthfulness; eager, but without haste; she moves 
steadily forward with steps timed to the rhythmic music of the spheres.”’—Estelle M. Hurll 
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PRAISE FOR MERCIES, SPIRITUAL AND 
TEMPORAL 


Whene’er I take my walks abroad, 
How many poor I see! 

What shall I render to the Lord 
For all His gifts to me! 


Not more than others I deserve, 
Yet God hath given me more; 

For I have food, while others starve, 
Or beg from door to door. 


How many children in the street 
Half naked I behold! 

While I am clothed from head to feet 
And cover’d from the cold. 


While some poor wretches scarce can tell 
Where they may lay their head, 

I have a home wherein to dwell, 
And rest upon my bed. 


While others early learn to swear, 
And curse, and lie, and steal; 

Lord, I am taught Thy name to fear, 
And do Thy holy will. 


Are these Thy favors, day by day, 
To me above the rest? 
Then let me love Thee more than they, 
And try to serve Thee best. —Isaac Watts. 


THE SLUGGARD 


’Tis the voice of the Sluggard: I heard him complain, 
“You have waked me too soon! I must slumber again!” 
As a door on its hinges, so he on his bed 

Turns his sides, and his shoulders, and his heavy head. 


‘<A little more sleep and a little more slumber!”’ 

Thus he wastes half his days and his hours without number; 
And when he gets up he sits folding his hands, 

Or walks about sauntering, or trifling he stands. 
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I pass’d by his garden and saw the wild brier, 

The thorn and the thistle grow broader and higher; 
The clothes that hang on him are turning to rags, 
And his money still wastes, till he starves or he begs. 


I made him a visit, still hoping to find 

He had took better care for improving his mind: 

He told me his dreams, talked of eating and drinking; 
But he scarce reads his Bible, and never loves thinking. 


Said I then to my heart, “ Here’s a lesson for me! 

That man’s but a picture of what I might be; 

But thanks to my friends for their care in my breeding, 

Who have taught me betimes to love working and reading.” 
—Isaac Watts. 


AN EVENING SONG 


And now another day is gone, 
I’ll sing my Maker’s praise; 

My comforts every hour make known 
His providence and grace. 


But how my childhood runs to waste! 
My sins, how great their sum! 

Lord, give me pardon for the past, 
And strength for days to come. 


I lay my body down to sleep, 
Let angels guard my head; 

And, through the hours of darkness, keep 
Their watch around my bed. 


. With cheerful heart I close my eyes, 
Since Thou wilt not remove; 
And in the morning let me rise, 
Rejoicing in Thy love. —Isaac Watts. 


SOME MURMUR WHEN THEIR SKY IS CLEAR 


Some murmur when their sky is clear 
And wholly bright to view, 

If one small speck of dark appear 
In their great heaven of blue. 


MADONNA AND CHILD 
By Carlo Dolci (1616-1686) 


This picture is in the Borghese Palace, Rome. Dolci spent his entire life in his native 
city of Florence. ‘‘His works, which consist chiefly of madonnas and saints, exhibit the 
character attributed to him. ‘The faces are full of a tender and pleasing softness, which 
however is sometimes carried so far as to rob them of character. His drawing is correct, 
his coloring exquisitely delicate and transparent, his finish careful and laborious.” 
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And some with thankful love are filled, 
If but one streak of light, 

One ray of God’s good mercy gild 
The darkness of their night. 


In palaces are hearts that ask, 
In discontent and pride, 

Why life is such a dreary task 
And all good things denied. 


And hearts in poorest huts admire 
How love has in their aid, 

Love that not ever seems to tire, 
Such rich provision made. 
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—Archbishop Trench. 


LITTLE DROPS OF WATER 


Little drops of water, 
Little grains of sand, 
Make the mighty ocean, 

And the pleasant land. 


Then the little minutes, 
Humble though they be, 
Make the mighty ages 
Of eternity. 


—Hbenezer Cobham Brewer. 


GOING TO BED 


Little baby, lay your head 

On your pretty cradle-bed; 

Shut your eye-peeps, now the day 
And the light are gone away. 

All the clothes are tucked in tight; 
Little baby dear, good night! 


Yes, my darling, well I know 
How the bitter wind doth blow; 
And the winter’s snow and rain 
Patter on the window pane. 
But they cannot come in here, 
To my little baby dear; 
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For the window shutteth fast, 

Till the stormy night is past; 

Or the curtains we may spread 

Round about her cradle-bed. 

So, till morning shineth bright, 

Little baby dear, good night! —Jane Taylor. 


BABY AND MAMMA 


What a little thing am I! 
Hardly higher than the table. 

I can eat, and play, and cry, 
But to work I am not able. 


Nothing in the world I know, 

But mamma will try and show me. 
Sweet mamma, I love her so, 

She’s so very kind unto me. 


And she sets me on her knee, 
Very often, for some kisses. 
Oh! how good I’ll try to be, 
For such a dear mamma as this is.—Jane Taylor. 


LOVE GOD WITH ALL YOUR SOUL AND STRENGTH 


Love God with all your soul and strength, 
With all your heart and mind, 
And love your neighbor as yourself, 
Be faithful, just, and kind. 
Deal with another as you’d have 
Another deal with you: 
What you’re unwilling to receive, 
Be sure you never do. —New England Primer. 
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governor, 


Gaash, 99 

Gabbatha, 417 

Gad, 134 

Gadites, 309 

Gaius, 467 

Galatia, 450f, 467 

Galatians, epistle to, 643, 647 

Galeed, 31 

Galilee, 312, 325f, 334, 344, 
358, 367, 371f, 413, 424 

Galilee, sea of, 334, 422, 706 

Gallio the proconsul, 464 

Gamaliel, 475 

Gammadim, 612 

Gathalsiep a2 

Gath-hepher, 310 

Gaza, 143, 434 


—gates of, carried off by 
Samson, 219 


Geba, 256 

Gebal, 612 

Gederoth, 275 

Gehazi, 194 

Gemariah, 606 

General Song of Praise to 
God, A, Isaac Watts, 769 

Gentiles, 340, 369, 430, 440, 
463, 494 

Gerasenes, 351 

Geshem, 240, 244 

Gethsemane, 408 

Getting Up, Jane Taylor, 769 

Gibbethon, 294, 296 
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Gibeah, 114, 119 

Gibeon, 140 

Gideon, story of, 100ff 

— call of, 100 

— conquers Midianites, 102 

— death of, 106 

— Midianites’ invasion of Is- 
rael in Gideon's time, 100ff 

Gilboa, 119, 130f 

— battle of, 120f 

Gilead, land of, 88, 309, 312 

Gilgal, 116, 119, 194 

Gimzo, 275 

Going to Bed, Jane Taylor, 787 

Gold, 20, 151, 737 

Golden Rule, 341 

Golgotha, 417 

Goliath of Gath, 123ff, 715f 

Gomorrah, 10, 14, 15 

Goodly pearl, story of, 350 

Good shepherd, story of the, 
T55fE 


Good shepherd and the sheep, 


376 
Grace for a Child, Robert 


Herrick, 765 
Great Caprains, THE, 58-99 
GrEAT Kines, Tur, 110-152 
Greeks, 395, 418, 440, 459, 
475 
Growing grain, story of, 349 
Habakkuk, prophecy of, 630- 


634 
Hachilah, hill of, 128 


Hadassah, 173 

Hades, 381 

Ham, 157 

Haman, 174f 

Hamath, 83, 310 

Hanani, brother of Nehemiah, 
238 


Hanani the seer, 256, 258 
Hananiah, 222, 273 
Handwriting on the wall, 234f 
Haran, 26, 431f 

Hazael, 192, 207, 264, 306, 309 
Hazor, 168, 312 

Heber the Kenite, 168 
Hebrews, epistle to the, 647 
Hebron, 10, 83, 182, 219 
Hegai, 173 

Herod, 357, 364, 441 


Herod Antipas, 357f, 413f, 430, 
441f, 447 


Herod the Great, 317ff, 447 
Herodias, 357 

— daughter of, 358 

Herrick, Robert, 765 
Heshbon, 86 
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Heth, 23 

Hezekiah, king, story of, 276ff, 
585f 

Hilkiah, the high priest, 284 

Hinnom, valley of, 274, 282, 
286, 604 

Hiram, 144f, 152, 724 

Hittites, 92 

Hophni, 108 

Hor, Mount, 85, 88 

Horeb, 145, 191 

Hosea, prophecies of, 618-620 

Hoshea, king, story of, 312 

Hur, 80 

Hypocrites, 340 


Iconium, 450, 457 

Ijon, 256 

Immortality, Paul on, 651f 
India, 171 


Innocent Play, 
776 


Innocents, slaughter of, 319 

“In the Cross of Christ I 
Glory,” Sir John Bowring, 
745£ 

Isaac, 13, 483, 733 

Isaac, story of, 17ff 


— Abraham’s attempted sacri- 
fice of, 16 


— and Rebekah, 17ff 

— and his sons; Jacob secures 
birthright, 23ff 

Isaiah, 281, 321, 484, 494 

Isaiah, prophecies of, 583-601 

— call of, 584 

Ishmael, 20 

Israel, Jacob’s name changed 
to, 32, 433 

Issachar, 294 

Italy, 489 

Ittai the Gittite, 138 


Jabbok, 86 

Jabesh, 114 

Jabesh-gilead, men of, 121, 131 
Jabin, king of Canaanites, 168 
Jabneh, 272 

Jacob, 483, 715 

Jacob, story of, 23ff 

— and Esau, 23ff 

— goes from home, 26, 27 

— and Rachel, 29ff 

— returns to Palestine, 30ff 
— erects an altar at Beth-el, 31 
— and Joseph, 32ff 

— goes down to Egypt, 51 

— death in Dgypt, 56 

Jacob’s well, Jesus at, 329 
Jael, 168, 171 


Isaac Watts, 


Jahaz, 86 

Jahaziel, 259 

Jairus’ daughter healed, 352 

James, the brother of John, 
367, 369, 441, 705 

James, the brother of the Lord, 
452 


James, epistle of, 655-658 

Janoah, 312 

Japheth, 157 

Jason, 460 

Javan, 612 

Jawbone of an ass, 219 

Jechiliah of Jerusalem, 272 

Jeconiah, 173 

Jehiel, prince, 260 

Jehizkiah, 275 

Jehoahaz, king of Israel, 309 

Jehoahaz, king of Judah, story 
of, 287 

Jehoiachin, king, story of, 288 

Jehoiada, priest, 264f, 268 

Jehoiakim, 221 

Jehoiakim, king, story of, 288, 
605ff 


Jehonadab, 
306 


Jehoram, priest, 258 


Jehoram, king, story of, 260f, 
303 


Jehoshaphat, 299, 301, 303 
Jehoshaphat, story of, 257ff 
Jehosheba, 265 

Jehu, 207ff, 264, 296, 310 
Jehudi, 606 

Jeiel the scribe, 273 
Jeremiah, 287 

— call of, 602 

— imprisonment, 607 

— prophecies of, 602-609 


Jericho, 88, 93, 275, 291, 333, 
388 


Jericho, Fall of, 
Victor Hugo, 97 


Jericho, siege and capture of, 
95 i 


son of Rechab, 


poem by 


Jeroboam, 194, 249f, 286, 296, 
301, 308, 309, 314, 615 

Jeroboam, house of, 294 

Jeroboam, king, story of, 292ff 

Jeroboam II., king, story of, 
310 

Jerusalem, 127, 137, 145, 152, 
238ff, 250, 256, 258, 264, 
266, 268, 272, 274, 275, 276, 
281, 282, 283, 286, 288, 291, 
292, 319, 322, 326, 330, 333, 
334, 360, 367, 371, 386, 388, 
389, 390, 399, 413, 421, 425, 
434, 443, 447, 464, 479, 584, 
590, 593, 602, 604, 609 


Jerushah, the daughter of 
Zadok, 274 


Jesse, 121ff, 167 


Jmsus, Lorp, LIFE oF THE, 
317-424 


— nativity, 317 

— wise men’s visit, 318 
—in Egypt, 318 

—in Nazareth, 319 

— boyhood of, 319, 702 
— baptism of, 321 

— temptation of, 322 
— first disciples of, 325 
— first miracle of, 326 
— at Jacob’s well, 329 


— twelve disciples, choosing 
the, 334 


— beatitudes, 338 


— heals Roman captain’s ser- 
vant, 343 


— at Capernaum, 343 


—raises widow's son from 
dead, 346 


— stills the storm, 350 


— Jairus’ daughter brought to 
life, 352, 729 

— feeding of the multitude, 
355 

— refuses to be made king, 355 

— John the Baptist and, 356 


— Conflict about the Sabbath, 
360 


— Sabbath controversy, 360 

— Syrophcenician woman and, 
362 

— transfiguration of, 367 

— children and, 370 


— teaching of truth and free- 
dom, 373 


— dedication, feast of the, 374 

— rich young man and, 382 

— Lazarus raised from dead, 
385 

— Zaccheeus the publican, 387 


— Bethany, supper at, 388 

— Jerusalem, triumphant en- 
try into, 389 

—in the Temple drives out 
the money changers, 326, 393 


—- Last Supper, 401ff 

— Gethsemane, agony in, 408 
— betrayal of, 408 

— trial before Annas, 411 
— before Caiaphas, 411 

— before Jewish court, 412 
— before Pilate, 413 

— Pilate and, 414f 

— erucifixion of, 417ff 

— burial of, 419 

— resurrection of, 420 


INDEX 


Jesus, on the road to Emmaus, 
421 


— ascension of, 424 

— and his friends, 705 

— and sick people, 702 

— and the little girl, 729 
Jethro, 64 

Jezebel, 189ff, 207ff, 211, 296 
Jezreel, 191, 207, 264, 305 
Joab, 132, 138ff 

Joah, the son of Asaph, 586 
Joash, king of Israel, 211 
— story of, 266ff, 309 
Joash, the Abiezrite, 100 


JoB, SELECTIONS FROM, 548— 
571 


Joel, the prophet, 426 
— prophecy of, 624-627 
Joel, son of Samuel, 110 


John, the disciple, 334, 337, 
344, 367, 369, 408, 427f 


— epistles of, 658 


John, kindred of high priest, 
429 


John the Baptist, 321, 325, 
356f, 364, 376 

Jonah, story of, 212ff 

Jonathan, 127ff, 719ff 

Joppa, 212, 437, 439f 

Joram, 207, 264 

Joram, king, story of, 303f 


Jordan, 194, 200, 206, 309, 
376, 726 


— crossed by Israelites, 94 
— ford of, 106, 321 
Joseph, 317{, 432, 714 
Joseph, story of, 32ff 

— favorite of father, 32 


— dreams of supremacy in 
family; is hated by brethren, 
35 


—- sold into slavery, 36 

— in Egypt, 36ff 

— in prison, 36 

— interprets Pharaoh’s dreams, 


— made prime minister, 42f 
— the famine, 43ff 
— and brethren, 44ff 


— keeps Benjamin; sends for 
father, 44ff 


— death and burial, 57 
Joseph and his brethren, 710 
Joseph of Arimathea, 419 
Joshua, story of, 92-99 
—hbattle with Amalek, 79 
— sends spies to Jericho, 92f 
— crosses the Jordan, 94 

— capture of Jericho, 95 
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Joshua, last addresses, 98 

— death of, 99 

Josiah, king, story of, 284 
Judah, 49ff, 218, 257, 271, 713 
Judas, called Barsabbas, 455 


Judas Iscariot, 337, 389, 402, 
408, 411 


JupGeEs, Tuer, 100-109 
Judgment, 397 

Julius, Roman centurion, 489 
Jupiter, 451, 468 


Kadesh, 83, 84, 508 

Kedar, 600, 613 

Kedesh, 312 

Kedesh-naphtali, 168 

Kenites, 115, 168 

Kadron, brook, 256, 286 

Kidron, fields, 286 

Kingdom of God, 329, 362, 
370, 382 

Kingdom of heaven, 338, 370 


Kryepom or THE Nort, 292— 
313 


KINGDOM OF THE SoutuH, 249— 
292 


King of Israel, 325 
“ King of the Jews,’’ 413 


King’s officer’s child healed, 
334 


Kines or ISRAEL AND JUDAH, 
TABLE oF, 314 

Kish, 114 

Kishon, brook, 190 

Iishon, river, 168 

Kittim, 612 


Laban, 19, 26ff, 30 

Lachish, 272, 281, 587 

Laodicea, message to church 
in, 667 

Lasea, 489 

Last Supper, 401ff 

Lazarus, raising of, 385, 388, 
705 

LEADERS AND VICTORIES OF 
THE New Farru, 425-494 

Leah, 30 

Lebanon, 92, 
603, 612, 724 

Lebanon, cedars of, 144f, 152, 
507, 538 

Lehi, 218 

Leper healed at Capernaum, 
344 

Leprosy, Naaman’s, 200 

— Uzziah’s, 272 

Levi, son of Alpheus, 337 

Levite, 333 

Levites, 246, 258 


575, 588, 600, 
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Libnah, 263, 587 

Libya, 425 

LIFE OF 
317-424 

Little Brothers of the Air and 
Fields, 750 

Little Drops of Water, Ebenezer 
Cobham Brewer, 787 

Little Captive Maid, The, 726 

Lord and Job, the, 548-571 

“Lord is my Shepherd, The: 


THER Lorp JESUS, 


no want shall I know,” 760 
Lord’s Prayer, 340 
Lot, 9, 10, 13ff 
Lot’s wife, 15 
Love between ~Brothers and 


Sisters, Jsaac Watts, 774 

“Tove God with all vour soul 
and strength,’ New Hngland 
Primer, 788 

Lubim, 257 

Lucius of Cyrene, 447 

Lud, 612 

Luz, 32 

Lycaonia, 451 

Lycia, 489 

Lydia, 458 

Lysias, 484 

Lystra, 451, 457 


Maacah, 251, 256 

Maaseiah, son of Ahaz, 275 

Macedonia, 457f, 463f, 467f 

“Macedonian Cry,” 458 

Machpelah, cave of, 20, 56f 

Mahlon, 163 

Malachi, prophecy of, 637, 638 

Malchus, 411 

Malta, 489, 493 

Mammon, 341, 381 

Mamre, oaks of, 10, 13, 20 

Manasseh, 42, 106 

Manasseh, king, story of, 282, 
286 


Manna and quails, 76f, 359 
““Man of Sorrows,” the, 594 
Marah, 75 

Maresha, 255 

Mark, John, 447, 457 

Martha, 385ff, 388, 705 
Martyr, Stephen the first, 431ff 


Mary, mother of Jesus, 317f, 
320, 326, 418, 702 
Mary, mother of John, 441 


Mary, wife of Cleopas, 418f 

Mary and Martha, 385ff, 705 
Mary Magdalene, 418ff, 747 
Mattan, priest of Baal, 266 

Mattaniah, 291 

Matthew, 337 
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“Mayflower, the,” 748 

Medes, 425 

Medes and Persians, laws of, 
172ff, 236 

Media, 172 

Megiddo, 208, 287 

Menahem, king, story of, 311 

Mercury, 451 

Merodach-baladan, 585 

Mesha, king of Moab, 303 


Meshech, 612 

Meshillemoth, 275 

Meshullam the seribe, 284 
Mesopotamia, 17, 425, 431, 730 
Messiah, 325, 330 

Meunim, 272 

Micah, prophecy of, 620-624 
Micaiah, 605 

Micaiah, prince, 258 

Miecaiah, son of Imlah, 299f 
Michael, prince, 260 

Midian, 433, 600, 633 

Milcah, 18 

Miles Standish, 749 

Miletus, 471 

Millo, 280 

Miracles—New Testament: 

— water changed to wine, 326 


—healing of King’s officer’s 
son, 334 


— healing of Roman captain’s 
servant, 343 


— healing of leper at Caper- 
naum, 344 


— healing of sick of palsy at 
Capernaum, 344f 

— healing of two blind men at 
Capernaum, 345 

— raising of widow’s son at 
Nain, 346 

— storm stilled, 350 

— man of Gadara with unclean 
spirit healed, 351 

— woman long time ill healed, 
351 

— Jairus’ daughter raised from 
dead, 352 

— multitude, feeding of, 355 


—heals man at Pool of Be- 
thesda, 360 


—man with withered hand 
healed, 361 


—demoniac blind and dumb 
healed, 362 


— Syropheenician woman’s 
daughter healed, 362f 


— deaf man healed, 363 
— boy with dumb spirit healed, 
368 


Miracles—New Testament: 

— blind man at pool of Siloam 
given sight, 374 

— raising of Lazarus, 385ff 

— Blind Bartimeus- given 
sight, 387 

—hlind and lame in temple 
healed, 393 

— Malchus healed, 411 

— draught of fishes, 423 

— lame man healed, 427 

— raising of Doreas, 437 

Miracles—Old Testament: 

— water from the rock, 84 

— the cruse of oil, 188 


— the waters healed by Elijah, 
195 

— increase of oil for widow, 
196 

—Shunammite boy brought 
to life, 196ff 

— Naaman healed of leprosy, 
200 

— Jonah saved from drowning, 
ZT, 


— Children of Israel in fiery 
furnace, 227ff 


— deliverance of Daniel, 236f 
Miriam, song of victory, 74 
Mishael, 222 


MIssIONARY JOURNEYS AND 
ADVENTURES OF PauL, 442 


Mizpah, 31, 118, 256 

Mnason of Cyprus, 472 

Moab, king of, 86 

Moab, men of, 258f, 301, 303 

Moab, plains of, 88, 163f 

Molech, 274, 286 

Money changers driven from 
Temple, 326 

Mordecai, 1738ff 

Morning Song, A, Isaac Watts, 
778 

Moses, 238, 276, 329, 359, 367, 
375, 381, 421, 424, 428) 431 ff, 
450, 524. 

Moses, story of, 58ff 

— birth, 59 

— in Midian, 59 

— the call of God, 60ff 

— conflict with Pharoah, 65 


— leads the Israelites out of 
bondage, 72 


— on the march, 75 

— at Sinai, 80 

— in the wilderness, 82f 

— death of, 87 

“Moses, burial of,’ poem, 91 
Mount of Olives, 389f, 408 
Multitude, feeding of, 355 
— second feeding of, 363 


Murder, story of first, 156 
Mustard seed, story of, 349 
Myra, 487 

Myrrh, 318, 417, 737 
Mysia, 457 


Naaman, 200, 726 

Naboth, 192 

— his vineyard, 208 

Nadab, king, story of, 294 
Nahash the Ammonite, 114 
Nahor, 17, 29, 730 

Nahum, prophecy of, 627-630 
Nain, 346 

Naomi, 163ff 

Naphtali, 88, 106, 168, 256, 312 
Nathan, 132f 

Nathanael, 325, 422 

Nativity of Jesus, 317 
Nazareth, 317, 319, 320 
Nazirite, 220 

Neapolis, 458 

Nebaioth, 600 


Nebo, 88 

Nebuchadnezzar, 173, 221ff, 
288, 291, 611 

Neco, 287 

Nehemiah, royal cupbearer, 


story of, 238ff 


— asks to return to Jerusalem, 
238f 


— arrives at the city, 239f 
— builds the walls, 243 

— dedication of walls, 245 
New England Primer, 788 


New TESTAMENT, SELECTIONS 
FROM, 639-677 


Nicodemus, 326 

Nimshi, 192, 207 
Nineveh, 212ff, 588, 628 
Nisan, month of, 238 
Noah, 157ff, 400 


Obadiah, 188 

Obadiah, prince, 258 

Obed, 167 

Obed-edom, 272 

Oded, 255, 275 

Og, king of Bashan, 542 

“O God, beneath Thy guiding 
hand,” 750 

Oup Time VERSES ror CHIL- 
DREN, 766-788 

“©O Little Town of Bethle- 
hem,” Phillips Brooks, 738 

Olives, mount of, 389’, 408 

Omri, king, story of, 296 

“Onward Christian Soldiers,” 
TAL 


INDEX 


Ophel, 274, 283 
Ophir, 152, 260 
Ophrah, 100f 
Oreb, 106 

— Rock of, 106 
Orion, 566f, 617 


Paddan-aram, 26 

Palm Sunday, story of, 738 

Palsy, man sick of, healed, 
344f 

Pamphylia, 425, 451, 457 

Paphos, 447 

Parables, or stories: 

— the sower, 346 

— the growing grain, 349 

— the mustard seed, 349 

— the enemy who sowed tares, 
349 

—the treasure hid 
349 

— the goodly pearl, 350 

— the fish in the net, 350 

— the ungrateful servant, 369 

— the lost sheep, 379 

— the lost money, 379 

— the prodigal son, 379 

— the dishonest steward, 380 

— Dives and Lazarus, 381 

— men who made excuses, 381 

— the foolish rich man, 385 

— wicked husbandmen, 394 

— faithful servant, 396 

— judgment of the king, 397 

— marriage feast, 397 


— wise and foolish maidens, 
400 


Paradise, 418 

Paran, 83 

Parthians, 425 

Passover, 320, 326, 401, 413, 
417 

— institution of, 70f 

Patara, 472 

Parriarcus, THE, 9 

Paul the Apostle: 


— “Saul” consents to Ste- 
phen’s death, 484 


— persecutes the church, 484 
— outline of life, 442 
— conversion, 443, 475, 486 


— first missionary journey, 
447E 

— second missionary journey, 
457£ 

— third missionary 

464f 

at Jerusalem, 472f 

— before Festus, 484ff 


in field, 


journey, 
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Paul, examination before King 
Agrippa and Queen Bernice, 
485ff 

— voyage to Rome, 487f 

— shipwreck, 487f 

— at Malta, 493 

— at Rome, 493 

— appeals to Caesar, 484 

— riot at Ephesus, 467 

— at Corinth, 463 

— at Athens, 460 

— in Macedonia, 459 

— in Galatia, 450f, 457 

— in Cyprus, 447 

— at Antioch, 447 

Pedaiah of Rumah, 288 

Pekah, 311, 584 

Pekahiah, king, story of, 311 

Pentecost, 425ff 

Perga, 449 

Pergamum, church at, message 
to, 666 

Persia, 172, 612 

Persians and Medes, laws of, 
1} 

Peter, 325, 360, 364, 367, 369, 
393, 402, 405, 411f, 420, 
422, 427, 430f, 437ff, 440f, 
105, 747 

Pharaoh, 482, 542, 607, 709, 713 

— and Joseph, 37ff 

and Moses, 63ff 

— pursuit of Israelites, 73 

— drowned in Red Sea, 74 

Pharisees, 363f, 372, 374, 376, 
398, 479 

Pharpar, 200 


Philadelphia, church in, mes- 
sage to, 667 

leoblbyey, Sa, ei, Sih, 405). 
434, 472 

Philippi, 458, 468 

Philippians, epistle to, 642, 
653, 654 

Philistines, 108, 120f, 122, 
Pats PINS DSS, 21a, RAs 


294, 296, 528 

Phinehas, 108f 

Pheenicia, 440, 472 

Pheenix, 489 

Phrygia, 425, 457, 467 

Pilate, 413f, 419, 428, 480, 449 

Pillar of fire, 82 

Pisgah, 88 

Pisidia, 449 

Pithom and Raamses, 58 

Plagues of Egypt, 69 

are cities of, destruction of, 
1 

Pleiades, 566f, 617 

Pontus in Asia, 425 
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Potiphar, 36f 

Potiphera, priest of On, 42 

Pottage, 23ff 

“Potter and the Clay,” 603 

Praise for Creation and Provi- 
dence, Isaac Watts, 765 

Praise for Mercies, Spiritual and 
Temporal, Isaac Watls, 783 

Prayers FoR LitrLte CuHIL- 
DREN, 761-765 

Pretty Thing, A, Ann Taylor, 
767 

Priests, sanctification of, 276 

Priscilla, 463, 749 

PROPHECIES AND Sones, 497— 
547 

PROPHETS, 
583-637 

Proselytes, 

PROVERBS, 
577-582 

Ptolemais, 472 

Publicans, 340, 358, 379 

Purah, servant of Gideon, 105 

Purim, festival of, 183 

Put, 612 

Puteoli, 489, 493 

“Put off, put off your mail, ye 
kings,”’ Ruskin, 754 


SELECTIONS FROM, 


425 


SELECTIONS FROM, 


Quails and manna, 76f 


Rabshakeh, 586 

Rachel, 29ff 

Rahab, 93f, 97, 528 
Rainbow after the flood, 159 


Ramah, 110, 119, 122, 168, 
256, 264, 319, 613 

Ramoth-gilead, 207, 264, 299 

Rebekah, 17ff, 733 

Red Sea, 72, 75, 85, 151 

— Egyptians drowned in, 72ff 


Rehob, 83 

Rehoboam, story of, 249ff, 292 
Rephidim, 79f 
Resurrection of Jesus, 420 
Reuben, 35f, 44ff, 710 
Reuel, 59 = 
Rezin, king of Syria, 584 
Rhegium, 493 

Rhoda, 441 

Rhodes, 472 

Riblah, 291 

Rich young man, 382f 
Rieti, 753 

Rimmon, house of, 201 
Rock, house built on, 342 
— water from the, 84 


Romans, epistle to, 640f, 643, 
648, 654 
ome, sojourners from, 425 


INDEX 


Rome, Paul’s voyage to, 487ff 
— Paul at, 494 

Rose, The, Isaac Watts, 780 
Ruskin, John, 754 

Ruth, story of, 163ff 


Sabbath, commandment, 81 


Sabbath controversies, 3860f, 
374f 

Sadducees, 321, 479 

Saint Francis of Assisi, 750ff 

Salamis, 447 

Salim, 356 

Salmome, 489 

Samaria, 192, 200, 202, 283, 
329, 424, 584, 616 

Samaria, city of, 205, 271f, 
Pen, Oil) SOB shy, sl0lhi., 


Samaritan, Good, story of, 333 

Samaritan woman, 330 

Samothrace, 458 

Samson, story of, 217-221 

—slays a lion and makes a 
riddle, 217f 

— burns a cornfield, 218 

— slays enemies with jawbone 
of an ass, 219 

— carries off gates of Gaza, 219 

—loves Delilah and is be- 
trayed by her, 219ff 

— his revenge and death, 221 

Samuel, story of, 106ff, 710 

— and Eli, 106ff 

— the call of God, 106f 

— and Saul, 110ff, 115f 

— and David, 121f 

— death of, 119 

Sanballat, 239 

Sand, house built on, 342 

Sapphira, 480 

Sardis church, message to, 666 

Satan, 322, 362f, 430, 548f 

Saul, story of, 110ff 

— anointed by Samuel, 113 

— proclaimed king, 113 

— first battle, 114 

— disobedience, 115 

— with witch of En-dor, 119f 

— death at Gilboa, 120f 

— and David, 122ff, 717, 719 

Seir, children of, 271 

Seir, mount, 259 

Selucia, 447 

Sennacherib, 276, 280f, 586f 

Sergius Paulus, proconsul, 447 

Sermon on the Mount, the, 338 

Serpent, brazen, 329 

— in garden of Eden, 155 

Shallum, king, story of, 275, 310 


Shalmaneser, 312 

Shammah, 122f 

Shaphan, son of Azaliah, 284 
Shaphat, 192 

Sheba, 600, 613 

Sheba, queen of, 151 

Shebna the scribe, 586f 
Shechem, 32, 249, 292 

Sheep, The, Jane Taylor, 767 
Shem, 157 

Shephatiah, prince, 260 
Shepherd Psalm, the, 505 
Shepherds at Bethlehem, 317 
Shiloh, 108, 293 

Shimeath the Ammonitess, 268 
Shimrith the Moabitess, 268 
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